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WALES UPDATE 13 OCTOBER 2022

Today’s update includes:

e PASC UK Meeting open to all on Monday 17t October

e Sam Rowlands MS asks question in the Senedd on the 70 Days fiasco

e Urgent Appeal for help with the Media on 70 Days fiasco

e Update on self-catering operators being ‘fined’ for not achieving 70/140 days in Covid Year
e Follow PASC UK on Twitter and Retweet.

e Update on Gathering More Welsh operator data.

e Please support PASC UK efforts by joining up ©

OPEN WEBINAR TO UPDATE ALL SELF-CATERING IN WALES
Open to all. Will be recorded and placed on the PASC UK website
Date: Monday 17th October 2022 1100-1230

This webinar will cover all the various interventions that the Welsh Government has introduced this
year, including the 182-day rule, Tourism Levy, changes to how Business Rates are assessed and the
recent fiasco about charging businesses for Council Tax during the pandemic.

We will bring together a panel to update you on what is happening, what is being done about it and
what operators can do to help. You will be able to put questions to the panel. Limited to first 500
registering.

Panel:
e Suzy Davies, Chairman Wales Tourism Alliance
e Adrian Greason Walker, Director Wales Tourism Alliance
e David Chapman, Director UKH Wales Branch
e Alistair Handyside, Chair PASC UK
e More TBA

Register in advance for this webinar:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 2igvfKyRTeuk-dtVq7KNVQ

After registering you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
webinar


https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2igvfKyRTeuk-dtVq7KNVQ

SAM ROWLANDS MS ASKS SENEDD QUESTION ABOUT 70 DAY FIASCO

As we said we would last week, we wrote to Sam Rowlands MS and asked for his help in his role as
Chair of the All-Party Group on Tourism.

Sam responded quickly and got all the background info from us so that he was able to ask a question
of the Minister in the Senedd on Tuesday. We will be following up with him and have an All-Party

Tourism Group Meeting coming up on the 19™ October where this will definitely come up.

You can view this here: https://bit.ly/3g2fV1u

Sam will let us know what the Minister has to say on the matter, and we will pass that on.
MEGA URGENT APPEAL FOR HELP WITH MEDIA ON 70 DAYS FIASCO

DEADLINE FOR BOTH MEDIA AND CASE STUDIES IS WEDNESDAY AT 0930.

As you will see below. PASC UK has commissioned various pieces of work to try and reverse or at
least aid owners in getting their Council Tax Bills for the Covid year of 2020-2021 reversed or
credited.

As part of this we are going to need to present at least a dozen case studies, plus provide around six
contacts for the media, which will include talking to TV and the wider media. T

We are urgently looking for volunteers who can meet the following criteria. We are planning to be
able to offer those selected help with what to say and a short media training session.

We are going to have to set some pretty tight criteria for this the TV/Media interviews.

e Owner must reside in Wales

e Business must have received a Council Tax Bill for 2020-2021 for achieving just under 70 days
(60-69)

e Must be a genuine business not a second home

e |If possible, owner should be able to speak some Welsh

o Prefer a property that cannot be residential. For example.... Farm diversification, only has
planning for short term lets, and adjoining annexe etc

e Preferably established pre Covid so can say did more than 70 days let both pre and post
Covid, just not possible whilst under restrictions.

e We will need the usual, your name, email, phone, business name and County. (We must have
all this, please don’t respond saying happy to ®)

For the written case studies...

e Business must have received a Council Tax Bill for 2020-2021 for achieving just under 70 days
(60-69)

e Must be a genuine business not a second home

o Prefer a property that cannot be residential. For example.... Farm diversification, only has
planning for short term lets, and adjoining annexe etc


https://bit.ly/3g2fV1u

e Preferably established pre Covid so can say did more than 70 days let both pre and post
Covid, just not possible whilst under restrictions.

e We will need the usual, your name, email, phone, business name and County. (We must
have all this, please don’t respond saying happy to ®)

UPDATE ON SELF-CATERING OPERATORS BEING ‘FINED’ FOR NOT ACHIEVING 70/140
IN COVID YEAR

APPEAL LETTERS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE

You can download them here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-70-day-appeals-papers/

We have prepared the following:

e Alist of all the National and Regional Lockdowns in Wales
e Guidance Notes and background comments.

e 22 Different draft letters (One for each Council/Billing Authority in Wales)

The draft letters will enable you to add your details and make any changes necessary and send to
your Council, (contact details supplied) to appeal against your 2020-2021 Council bill on the basis
that there were exceptional circumstances and effectively prevented for hitting the 70/140-day rule
by law.

Just download the List of Lockdowns, the Guidance Notes and your County letter and make the small
changes needed to personalise and send to you Council contact as detailed in the draft letter.

We recommend that you do this as soon as possible.

PLEASE CAN ANY OPERATOR THAT SUCCESSFULLY GETS THEIR BILL REDUCED, OR REDUCED TO
ZERO BY APPEALING TO THE COUNCIL PLEASE LET ME KNOW? | DO NOT NEED SENSITIVE DETAILS,
JUST THE BILLING AUTHORITY NAME. THANKS.

WE CAN THEN REPORT WHICH COUNCILS ARE DOING WHAT IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS.
FOLLOW PASC UK ON TWITTER AND RETWEET

Please can you all follow PASC UK Wales Tourism Alliance, and UK Hospitality Cymru on Twitter
please?

When you see a post come up, like it, retweet it or make a comment. We need all of you to do this.
Politicians do monitor this, so for example Sam Rowlands would see you’re grateful for his support
and Rebecca Evans would feel your anger.

e PASC UK = @PascUK

e Wales Tourism Alliance = @WTA_Tweets
e UK Hospitality Cymru = ukhcymru

e Sam Rowlands MS = SamRowlands_

e Rebecca Evans MS = RebeccakEvansMS


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-70-day-appeals-papers/

UPDATE ON GATHERING OF MORE WELSH OWNER DATA
Valuation Office Data

Sampling has suggested that this would be the kind of data that this would create. We have now put
this work out to tender.

e There are 7,736 records

e We have spent 1 hour, searched 60 properties and found 16 email addresses
e 7736/60=1129 hours

e 129 hours x 16 = 2050 email addresses

e Cost of labour 120 x say £15 = £1935

PASC UK is prepared to fund this work on a couple of provisos: We have one last possible route to do
this, which we will be exploring.

OTHER DATA

Over the weekend the PASC UK team undertook a trawl through the internet and managed to
capture almost 1,000 new email addresses of self-catering businesses in Wales. The vast majority will
be receiving this Newsletter for the first time.

GETTING MORE BUSINESSES TO JOIN PASC UK

Lastly, an appeal, over 2,000 Welsh self-catering businesses are getting this Newsletter today who
are not paid-up Members. They are though reliant on PASC UK in partnership with the other
lobbying associations to try and mitigate the terrible impact that the collective measures that the
Welsh Government is introducing. They are relying on the funds contributed by colleagues to see the
work continues.

These include:
e Tourism Tax
e Statutory Licencing

e Ability of Welsh Councils to change planning Rules

If you are not currently a Member you really should be. You can join online here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Happy to answer any questions that any of you considering joining may have.
We look forward to welcoming many more of you onboard as we seek to
Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk
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07771 678028
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DISCLAIMER

We are in completely unchartered territory here, and any suggestions that we make are merely that
and you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, consult with your
Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. In addition, please be
very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There
appear to be thousands of experts out there where my understanding is that there are very few.

To that end, any information you get from any source you must double check. | will always try and
put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.
These are unprecedented times, please take exceptional care.


mailto:chair@pascuk.co.uk

