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WALES UPDATE 27 NOVEMBER 2022 
 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Tourism Levy, Urgent Survey for you to take part in and share 

• Where to locate previous Wales only Newsletters 

• General Update 

• Welsh Government launches Consultation on Exemptions for 182-day threshold Update 

• Launch of Consultation into Statutory Licensing Update 

• Update on self-catering operators being ‘fined’ for not achieving 70/140 days in Covid Year 

• Common questions about 182-day Threshold… 

• Something for you all to read 

• Follow PASC UK on Twitter and Retweet 

• Please support PASC UK efforts by joining up ☺ 
 

TOURISM LEVY, URGENT SURVEY FOR YOU TO TAKE PART IN AND SHARE 
 
PASC UK, The Wales Tourism Alliance and UKH Cymru have put together a short survey to gather 
feedback to include in responses to the Consultation on the introduction of a Tourism Levy in Wales. 
 
It is a short survey and will only take a couple of minutes of your time. A good number of owners 
filling this in will provide valuable data. 
 
Please take part and share as widely as you can with other owners in Wales. 
 
We will share this data with you post the closing date of next Sunday, 4th December at midnight, and 
the data will also be included on our guidance that we will be providing on how to respond to the 

Tourism Levy Consultation itself. The consultation closes on the 13th December 2022. 

https://gov.wales/visitor-levy-html 
 
You can take part here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QNV2VCL  
 
Thank you, we all really appreciate your support. 

 
WHERE TO LOCATE PREVIOUS WALES ONLY NEWSLETTERS 

They can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QNV2VCL
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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If you are not getting them directly and would like to, send an email to chair@pascuk.co.uk with 
Wales Newsletter in the Subject line. 

GENERAL UPDATE 
 
Back from leave and trying to catch up with all the emails. Huge thanks to Beth and Adrian for 
covering. If there is anything still outstanding by close of play Tuesday 29th, it may be a good idea to 
give me a nudge. Please always give your Business name that you registered as a Member for a 
speedier reply. 
 
Go away and no less than two new Consultations in Wales plus the release of the new Rateable 
Values. Never ending. I’ll leave the Business Rates detail and coverage for the main Tuesday PASC UK 
newsletter if that’s OK as we are still trying to get a response from the VOA on several issues.  
 
The Media company in Cardiff launched the campaign against the 70-day ‘fines’ applied to 
businesses that missed the threshold during Covid, and that has generated some decent coverage, 
including from the BBC. The press release that accompanies this is on the website. 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 
 
In order to maintain momentum, we must have more personal stories, personal impacts, with these 
all the media have told us that they can keep the story rolling, without them it just withers on the 
vine. Only you the readers can provide these, over 700 of you have downloaded the 70-day Appeal 
letters, yet we had only half a dozen willing to put heads above the parapet. It is of little help putting 
comments on Facebook, we need your evidence and your stories to for us to be able to properly 
fight for you. 
 
We have also continued to press for further exemptions to the 182-day Council Tax Premiums. We 
are concerned that the Welsh Government has launched a Consultation on just one exemption, for 
planning permission only as a holiday let, see below, and are unclear as to where that leaves other 
requests. We will be chasing this up with the Minister. 
 
We are also chasing up on the ‘Review of Process’ whereby we do not think that the Petitions 
Committee properly reviewed the evidence that was provided to review the way that the 182 Day 
rule was brought through, more on that as soon as we hear back. 
 
More on that when we see what happens. We don’t want to set hares running, and raise 
expectations that 182 will be quickly over-turned, it won’t. The objective here is to raise scrutiny on 
all the measures that that the Welsh Government are introducing, and to also help apply pressure to 
get the exemptions agreed. 
 
There’s lots more coming in Newsletters over the next couple of weeks including some good news 
too.  
 

WELSH GOV ANNOUNCES CONSULTATION ON EXEMPTIONS FOR 182 DAY 
THRESHOLD 
 
Update: We are working with the WTA to write guidelines on how to respond to this 
consultation to make sure we can cover as many angles as possible in it. You will 
have this well before the deadline. Any comments that you suggest should be 

mailto:chair@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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included are need promptly as we are planning on completing this over the next 
week or so, Thanks, Comments to chair@pascuk.co.uk 
 
The Welsh Government has launched a short consultation, it closes on the 22nd December into 
exemptions from 182 days Council Tax Premiums. 
 
The details can be found here: 
https://gov.wales/draft-council-tax-exceptions-higher-amounts-wales-amendment-regulations-2023  
 
And here: 
https://gov.wales/council-tax-premiums-long-term-empty-and-second-homes-guidance-local-
authorities  
 
It has only just been released and we are concerned that it is too narrow and is also another 
‘technical consultation” rather like the supposed 182-day consultation.  
 
Worth reading the two introductory passages… 
 

Introduction 
 

The purpose of the legislative change is to amend Class 6 of the exceptions to the 
council tax premiums for dwellings occupied periodically and add properties subject to 
a planning condition that specifies a dwelling may only be used for short-term holiday 
lets or that restricts occupancy of the property from use as a person’s sole or main 
residence. Such properties would be liable for council tax at the standard rate but 
could not be charged a premium. 

This consultation applies to Wales only. 

 
Background 
 

Welsh Ministers have power under section 12(B)(5) of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992 to prescribe dwellings which will be exempt from a council tax premium by 
reference to such factors as the Welsh Ministers think fit and may, among other 
factors, be prescribed by reference to: 

• the physical characteristics of, or other matters relating to, dwellings 
• the circumstances of, or other matters relating to, any person who is liable for 

the amount of council tax concerned 

This power enables the Welsh Ministers to ensure that the premium does not apply in 
circumstances where it would be unreasonable or incompatible with the policy aims. 
These circumstances are prescribed in the Council Tax (Exceptions to Higher 
Amounts) (Wales) Regulations 2015 (‘the 2015 Regulations’) and provide for classes 
of dwelling in relation to which a billing authority may not apply a premium to the 
standard rate of council tax. 

mailto:chair@pascuk.co.uk
https://gov.wales/draft-council-tax-exceptions-higher-amounts-wales-amendment-regulations-2023
https://gov.wales/council-tax-premiums-long-term-empty-and-second-homes-guidance-local-authorities
https://gov.wales/council-tax-premiums-long-term-empty-and-second-homes-guidance-local-authorities
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An exception already exists for properties for which occupation is restricted by a 
planning condition (the seasonal occupancy condition) which prevents occupancy for 
a continuous period of at least 28 days in any one year. This relates to property where 
the character of its construction or design means it is not suitable for continuous 
occupation, especially during the winter months. Also, seasonal conditions may be 
applied to protect local features, for example where the site is near a fragile habitat 
which requires protection at particular times of year. 

Much modern self-catering accommodation is capable of being occupied all year 
round. However where such accommodation is located in areas where the provision 
of permanent housing would be contrary to national and/or local policies, a local 
planning authority can impose a condition specifying its use as holiday 
accommodation only or restrict the occupancy of that property from use as a person’s 
sole or main residence. Examples include conversions of redundant buildings into 
holiday accommodation where conversion into residential dwellings would not be 
permitted, for example to reduce pressure on other housing in rural areas or to reduce 
pressure on local services. 

There is currently no exception from the council tax premium for property with a 
planning condition specifying its use as holiday accommodation or restricting the 
occupancy of that property as a person’s sole or main residence. 

 
We will comment much more fully next week when we have had time to consult with partners on 
this. By all means send in your thoughts and comments to chair@pascuk.co.uk so that they can be 
taken into consideration when drafting firstly our comments, and then the Guidance on how to 
respond to the Consultation.  

 
IMMINENT LAUNCH OF CONSULTATION INTO STATUTORY LICENSING UPDATE 
 
We are gathering information on this, including the survey mentioned above and will 
shortly have a guidance paper for you, prepared jointly with the Wales Tourism 
Alliance, but self-catering specific, for you to help with responding to the Consultation. 
You will have this in advance of the close date. 
 
The Welsh government are about to launch a Consultation into Statutory Licensing for Self-catering 
in Wales. The plan had been to launch today, this has just gone up on the Wales Gov Website… 
 
https://gov.wales/oral-statement-statutory-licensing-scheme-all-visitor-accommodation-wales  
 
As usual, they talk of consulting with the sector… well yes they did… but that was for Statutory 
registration, NOT Licensing. 
 
Again too early for proper comment on the launch of yet another consultation assaulting our sector. 
We will work with colleagues on this and once again give you feedback and start to prepare our 
responses to the Consultation itself. 

 
UPDATE ON SELF-CATERING OPERATORS BEING ‘FINED’ FOR NOT ACHIEVING 70/140 
IN COVID YEAR 
 

mailto:chair@pascuk.co.uk
https://gov.wales/oral-statement-statutory-licensing-scheme-all-visitor-accommodation-wales
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APPEAL LETTERS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE 

 
You can download them here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-70-day-appeals-papers/  
 
We have prepared the following: 
 

• A list of all the National and Regional Lockdowns in Wales 

• Guidance Notes and background comments. 

• 22 Different draft letters (One for each Council/Billing Authority in Wales) 

 
The draft letters will enable you to add your details and make any changes necessary and send to 
your Council, (contact details supplied) to appeal against your 2020-2021 Council bill on the basis 
that there were exceptional circumstances and effectively prevented for hitting the 70/140-day rule 
by law. 
 
Just download the List of Lockdowns, the Guidance Notes and your County letter and make the small 
changes needed to personalise and send to you Council contact as detailed in the draft letter. 
 

We recommend that you do this as soon as possible.  
 
PLEASE CAN ANY OPERATOR THAT SUCCESSFULLY GETS THEIR BILL REDUCED, OR REDUCED TO 
ZERO BY APPEALING TO THE COUNCIL PLEASE LET ME KNOW? I DO NOT NEED SENSITIVE DETAILS, 
JUST THE BILLING AUTHORITY NAME. THANKS. 
 
WE CAN THEN REPORT WHICH COUNCILS ARE DOING WHAT IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS. 
 

COMMON QUESTIONS ON 182 DAY THRESHOLD 
 
Q1. On what date does the measurement of the 182-day threshold begin? 
 
A1. As we have seen in the letter from the VOA this week, properties will be measured on this from 
April 2022 – March 2023. Therefore, we constantly say that the number one action is to try to 
achieve 182 days in that period. We understand that not all can or will. Rebecca Evans has 
repeatedly told us that the Welsh Government made their intention to do this clear from the launch 
of the 182-day Consultation, so we need to heed it and if necessary, change business models.  
 
It may be that the VOA does not have enough resources to access all businesses in Wales in April 
next year, and that the process may take some time, some even suggest two years, but our 
understanding, unless shown in writing, is that Wales Self-catering needs to achieve 182 days by end 
of March next year in order to avoid reverting to Council Tax with all that entails. 
 
A caveat here: We are still waiting to get a list of exemptions from Premium Council Tax (not sure 
this reads correctly, any exemptions will be subject to the results of the Consultation).. There will be 
no exemptions from basic Council Tax if you do not hit 182 days. 

Q2. What counts as serviced accommodation? If we start serving breakfast, does that make it 
serviced rather than SC? 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-70-day-appeals-papers/
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A2. Just serving breakfast will not make you exempt from having to achieve 182-Days. If you change 
your self-catering business to a bed and breakfast or a hotel model, then it would appear to.  

However, this has all kinds of ramifications. You cannot just reclassify yourself.  

There are planning considerations, you would also need to get your business changed by the VOA so 
that you were no longer a self-catering category business, you would need to substantially change 
your website, to show you are no longer self-catering. We do not believe that for example, offering 
an optional breakfast package, will help at all. Lastly. You’d need to check with your insurance. When 
we looked at this in the pandemic, insurance companies told us that insurance for serviced 
accommodation was considerably higher than for self-catering. 

Q3. If all SC companies became Limited would that give them business rates? 

A3. The 182 threshold is not affected in any way but what kind of business you are. The only way to 
get Business Rates status will be to achieve 182 days. 

Q4. If SC holiday lets had a competition each year for a 2-week accommodation prize could those 2 
weeks be counted as occupancy?  

A4. The answer is no. We have not even asked for competition prizes to be included in the 
exemptions list and think it is highly unlikely that it would be granted. We have asked for an 
exemption for weeks that are offered as charitable donations to qualify in the 182 days count. 

Q5. How will the VOA determine a Commercial Rate? 

A5. The answer is ‘it depends’.  If you sell weeks at £50 where the usual amount at that time of year 
is £500 it’s obviously not going to work. We have seen just how inflexible the VOA are, they have 
delisted businesses that achieved 69 days in lockdown, so don’t expect sympathy or even a modicum 
of fair play. That’s not to say that you can’t do special offers at a reduced price but taking them at 
what is obviously below cost may not be deemed commercial rates. There is a danger that you could 
end up being seen to be taking tax avoidance measures which can involve hefty fines or worse! 

PASC UK has webinars on ‘Capturing more bookings’, and on ‘What’s wrong with my website’, which 
can be viewed here. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Both can give you tips on driving more 
bookings in the remaining weeks and months. 

Any PASC UK Member in Wales can also book a call with us to talk through ways in which you may be 
able to generate some more bookings before March and beat the threshold. Please contact 
chair@pascuk.co.uk to arrange a call. Bear in mind that available dates for calls will now be post 22 
November. 

SOMETHING FOR YOU ALL TO READ 

This was sent to me by one of our Members, it is utterly brilliant, and really moving, I suggest you 
all read it, it’s shame Rebecca Evans did not  

Dear Minister 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
mailto:chair@pascuk.co.uk
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I am sure you have already received many representation concerning the recent Welsh 
Government measures that will affect tourism, but I would ask that you read The Tale of Siriol 
Squirrel, and my letter below, as a heartfelt plea on behalf of the beleaguered self-catering 
sector that now feels it is on the gallows just waiting for the trapdoor to drop.  
 
The Tale of Siriol Squirrel  
 
Siriol Squirrel was cautious and prudent. All through the autumn she scoured Big Hazel Wood 
for hazel nuts and stored them in caches and hidey-holes around the wood, ready for winter. 
As she worked, she saw the other squirrels playing among the falling leaves where hazel nuts 
were lying, ripe for the taking, and she knew there would be plenty for everyone – if only the 
other squirrels would collect them as she was doing. Some of the other squirrels knew this 
would be wise, and squirreled a few nuts away, but they soon returned to playing in the 
leaves, forgetting where they had hidden their stores. No matter: Siriol knew that there would 
be enough for everyone, and any forgotten store would sprout in the spring to grow new 
hazel trees to regenerate Big Hazel Wood.  
 
When the chill winds of winter approached, Siriol Squirrel went from one cache to another 
hidey-hole, eating a nut here, a nut there, all the while making sure the rest were safe and 
ready for the coldest days of winter. But the other squirrels had not been as shrewd, and had 
no reserves to rely on. They found a few hazel nuts under the leaf litter below the trees, 
searched out their own meagre stores, and finally begged Siriol Squirrel to share her nuts with 
them. After all, they too lived in Big Hazel Wood and weren’t they entitled to a share of its 
bounty?  
 
Siriol knew she had collected more nuts than she would need, even if winter hung on into 
April, so she agreed. But being prudent, she only showed them where one cache was hidden – 
she could always open another later if needed. Old Caradoc Crow, who spent his days looking 
down on Big Hazel Wood from the treetops, had seen the way Siriol Squirrel had saved her 
nuts, and he had seen that the other squirrels had not. He knew that all the squirrels needed 
nuts to see them through the winter, but if some didn’t survive, well, squirrels were very tasty! 
Caradoc also knew that squirrels squabble, so he decided to intervene. The hazel nuts from 
Siriol’s cache were carried to the clearing where Caradoc would share them out equally 
between everyone, but in order to be fair, he insisted that no nuts should be squirreled away – 
he would divide them up, crack them and take out the kernels, and they would have to be 
eaten there and then.  
 
Caradoc Crow was clever, but he was also a carnivore; he understood more about carrion 
than he did about kernels. All he knew was that hazel nuts have hard shells, so he chose a big 
stone with which to crack them. When he raised the big stone and brought it down hard on 
the first nut, it was smashed into tiny pieces, crushing the kernel. He took the second nut, but 
being heavy-handed, he smashed the shell again, wasting another nut. Determined to 
succeed, he tried the third nut, but the result was the same. Time and again he crushed the 
nuts into tiny pieces that the squirrels could only squabble over, and that provided little 
sustenance. Of course, they were soon clamouring for more. So little by little, Siriol’s caches 
and hidey-holes were raided, the nuts were crushed by Caradoc Crow’s stone, and eventually 
all of the nut harvest was gone.  
 
The snows came and snapped tree branches as if they were twigs. Then gales blew and whole 
trees came down in the strong winds. Some squirrels survived the winter, some did not. In the 
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spring, Big Hazel Wood was a shadow of its former self. Now without the nuts that would 
have lain undiscovered under the leaf litter all winter, and the caches of nuts that would have 
been lost or forgotten in a normal year, there would be little new growth, too few saplings, 
and Big Hazel Wood would be slow to regenerate. Caradoc Crow’s ham-fisted attempts to 
deal fairly with everyone, without understanding the problem or thinking of the long-term 
consequences, had failed miserably. From now on, life in Big Hazel Wood would be much 
poorer not only for sensible Siriol Squirrel who had been so astute, but for the all the other 
squirrels too. Maybe next year . . .  
This may be a fairy story, an Aesop’s Fable of today, but it is an allegory of the current wave 
of legislation affecting tourism in Wales, and in particular the self-catering sector. 
 
Many of us have worked hard, invested carefully, and set ourselves the goal of providing high 
quality accommodations for visitors to Wales. We have searched out local companies to 
service our properties – cleaners, laundry and maintenance services, even security and front-
desk staff – and local suppliers for our welcome packs and complementary toiletries. Many of 
us are micro-businesses, with one to three units that we manage ourselves, because this is 
often a way of supplementing incomes and pensions, and balancing caring duties. We have 
learnt a great deal about our local areas (many of us through the brilliant Tourism 
Ambassador programmes run by local authorities), and happily direct our eager guests to 
local restaurants, inspire them to sample our wonderful local produce, point out unique local 
attractions, and guide them to the amazing – and often thrilling – activities that are on offer 
locally. We can suggest places off the beaten track where visitors will be surprised and 
delighted by wonderful and almost-undiscovered scenery, pretty villages, peaceful rambles, 
and the true culture of Wales. We always encourage our guests to tread lightly – to leave 
only footprints, to take only photographs. 
 
None of this takes away from the need for local people, particularly those with strong links to 
place, family and employment, to be able to find homes where they want to live, that are 
affordable, and that have the infrastructure needed for modern living. None of this means 
that we want to trash Welsh life, Welsh culture or the Welsh language – many of us are 
ourselves Welsh, and after all, this is our unique selling point. None of this means that we 
have ever expected a free ride. 
 
Sadly, many of us feel that Welsh Government, like Caradoc Crow, has used a sledgehammer 
to crack a nut. Most of us, I think it is fair to say, would not have objected to some version of 
the measures being imposed in an effort to increase affordable housing provision in areas 
where the numbers of second homes and holiday lets are excessive. However, any ability to 
balance the needs of local people against the value of the tourism sector to that area has 
been mired by the failure, or refusal, to distinguish between a genuine accommodation 
business and a personal property holding, which may or may not be let out on an occasional 
basis. This difference is fundamental to understanding the impact of tourism and the visitor 
economy on our communities. 
 
Many respondents to the consultations could see the value in increasing the threshold for 
minimum nights let in self-catering units, provided it would have been to a reasonable, 
achievable and proportionate level, instead of gauging current occupancy levels in the 
tourism hotspots and working on the assumption these demonstrate a nationwide average. A 
fair number of owners of genuine accommodation businesses currently on business rates and 
benefitting from small business rate relief would have accepted a lower level of, or even no, 
relief in order to provide a greater contribution to local authority coffers, provided other 
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similar accommodations such as farm diversifications and those with planning consents 
restricting use to holiday lets, and currently paying council tax, were brought into the 
business rate model to level the playing field. Had there been a determination to understand 
the difference between a business and a second home, this simple measure could, in the 
future, have be used as a valuable tool for control, but unfortunately the vocal minority have 
judged without seeking out the evidence.  
 
The 182 night minimum occupancy level will probably be no bar to many accommodations in 
areas where tourism is greatest, and where Visit Wales’ tourism promotion is relentlessly 
focussed – in particular Gwynedd and Ynys Môn – so the impact of the new legislation on 
existing holiday lets will be minimal here. On the other hand, quieter places – the very places 
where increased tourism could be managed without detriment to communities, culture and 
the environment – will struggle to maintain a reasonable level of accommodation provision if 
council tax premiums are imposed, as visitor numbers are lower, and margins are so much 
tighter. A loss of quality, high value accommodation from the less well-known areas will 
discourage high-spend visitors, and will have the unwanted effect of pushing more tourists 
north and west towards the honeypots where accommodation providers have an easy ride, 
which will only increase unit numbers and rates, increase property prices, and swamp the 
very communities and culture these measures were intended to protect. It could also open 
the floodgates to the lower end of the market – often erroneously referred to as Airbnbs – 
sold cheap to achieve the minimum occupancy levels, and consequently drawing more 
residential properties out of the available pool. Yet the Welsh Government is keen to see a 
National Park in North East Wales, an area that is currently undervalued in the grand scheme 
of destination tourism, and it is here that high quality, sustainable and community-led 
services for tourists are already available, provided by businesses that should be encouraged 
and supported. Tourism relies on a symbiotic relationship between accommodation, 
hospitality, attractions and activities, so hitting one sector will adversely impact the others, 
limiting the range and choice for visitors and reducing both stay duration and potential 
spend. It will do nothing to enhance the profile of a new National Park and could result in an 
embarrassing mismatch of desire and availability in all sectors. Being so close to the border 
and large centres of population – traditionally the visitor base for north Wales – a new 
National Park could simply become the go-to place for day trippers. 
 
And here is my analogy with Siriol Squirrel’s tale: just as each squirrel, and Big Hazel Wood 
itself, needs a good supply of nuts each year to thrive, so the tourism economy, and with it 
much of the economy of rural areas of Wales, needs to be nurtured not mutilated. Sadly, it 
seems the Welsh Government will continue, as Caradoc Crow did, with its sledgehammer 
approach in the belief that this is the only way to be fair and equitable, while at the same 
time devaluing the very kernels it seeks to protect. But as with Big Hazel Wood, the long-term 
consequences of unintended outcomes can often be more damaging than the problems they 
were designed to address.  
 
I would hope that the Senedd looks again at the effects this legislation – and the other 
planned elements which are already attracting the unhealthy epithets of ‘anti-tourist’ and 
worse – will have on both the tourism economy and the wider economy of Wales, and 
withhold implementation for the time being until there is sufficient data available to 
understand what the real outcomes might be, especially in the light of more recent pressures 
on both potential visitors and businesses, such as the cost of living crisis, increasing mortgage 
rates, raging inflation, rising energy and travel costs, more uncertainty as winter approaches, 
and the Welsh Government’s own changes to school holidays.  
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Yours sincerely 

 
Carol Smith 
Porth y Dŵr – the Secret House 
65 Clwyd Street, Ruthin 

 

www.porthydwr.com 

stay@porthydwr.com 

 

 

TOURISM LEVY MEETINGS UPDATE 

You will all be aware that there have been numerous meetings on the Tourism Levy recently. 

Just before finalising this newsletter last week, we attended the Welsh Government Tourism Levy 
Virtual Meeting. Still not a single voice in support. They said at the beginning that 200 registered for 
it, looks like around 90 turned up. The same questions came up as they always do. The Civil Service 
panel answer as they always do. Interestingly I was only given ‘view’ capability, could not vote in 
polls or see or ask questions. I could see several of your names on the list, so interesting to hear your 
views. 

What’s clear is that they are beginning to feel the massive pushback on this. It is now commonly 
stated that the implementation is many years away. They are clearly trying to do much more work in 
the background on this one than they have done for other interventions, and they are still facing 
hugely challenging questions on how this impacts the visitor economy, basically financial risk 
assessments, from all sides. Hence why they are pushing out on the implementation period.  

We still don’t have the notes yet from the North and South Industry meetings on the Levy, however I 
expect that they will show the following. 

• We need to look at ways to feed into the Consultation that says that we are against it, but if it 
comes in it must do xxxxx and we need to agree on the xxxx. 

• Why is it just a bed tax? 

• The industry cannot see how this could be implemented without a Registration Scheme in 
place. Why should some pay the levy and not others? 

• The industry is fundamentally against it being able to be applied Council by Council. 

• This is not the time, 182 days, cost of living, energy to be bringing this in. 

• There is an understanding that per person per night for self-catering would be extremely 
damaging. 

The WG also make comparisons to other Tourism Taxes, most of these are irrelevant, an island like 
New Zealand applies a single levy to all arriving by sea/air, easily and without involving small 
businesses in collection. In Europe, there are generally substantially lower VAT rates and Business 
Rates type taxes. Comparing Wales Tourism industry with a GVA of £6.2bn against for example 
France which has a Travel and Tourism industry of around £200bn is ridiculous. 

http://www.porthydwr.com/
mailto:stay@porthydwr.com


 11 

One interesting point did come from the meeting. The Tourism Levy team stated that the Levy was in 
the Manifesto so could not be dropped. One admirable and persistent member of the audience was 
having none if it, and came back and quoted from the Manifesto, and that it was a commitment to a 
consultation, not to the tax itself. Touché. We will have to keep the pressure on. 

PASC UK will be providing guidance/briefing notes on how to respond to the Tourism Levy 
Consultation prior to the deadline on 13 December 2022. We cannot though simply provide stock 
answers as this would simply mean that the WG will lump them together and treat them as a 
petition, which is what we do not want to happen of course. 

You can view the Welsh Government Consultation here: https://gov.wales/a-visitor-levy-for-wales  

FOLLOW PASC UK ON TWITTER AND RETWEET 
 
Please can you all follow PASC UK Wales Tourism Alliance, and UK Hospitality Cymru on Twitter 
please? 
 
When you see a post come up, like it, retweet it or make a comment. We need all of you to do this. 
Politicians do monitor this, so for example Sam Rowlands would see you’re grateful for his support 
and Rebecca Evans would feel your anger. 
 

• PASC UK = @PascUK 

• Wales Tourism Alliance = @WTA_Tweets 

• UK Hospitality Cymru = ukhcymru 
 

GETTING MORE BUSINESSES TO JOIN PASC UK 
 
Lastly, an appeal, over 2,000 Welsh self-catering businesses are getting this Newsletter today who 
are not paid-up Members. They are though reliant on PASC UK in partnership with the other 
lobbying associations to try and mitigate the terrible impact that the collective measures that the 
Welsh Government is introducing. They are relying on the funds contributed by colleagues to see the 
work continues. This includes: 
 

• Tourism Tax 

• Statutory Licencing 

• Ability of Welsh Councils to change planning Rules 

• Proposed changes to the School year 
 
If you are not currently a Member you can join online here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/   
 
Happy to answer any questions that any of you considering joining may have. We look forward to 
welcoming many more of you onboard as we seek to  
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
chair@pascuk.co.uk 

https://gov.wales/a-visitor-levy-for-wales
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:chair@pascuk.co.uk
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07771 678028 

 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
 
We are in completely unchartered territory here, and any suggestions that we make are merely that 
and you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, consult with your 
Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. In addition, please be 
very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There 
appear to be thousands of experts out there where my understanding is that there are very few. 
  
To that end, any information you get from any source you must double check. I will always try and 
put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves. 
These are unprecedented times, please take exceptional care. 
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