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URGENT UPDATE 9 DECEMBER 2022

Today’s update includes:
e General Update
e How to (MORE EASILY) respond to the Tourism Levy Consultation
e Tourism Levy Survey
e PASC UK Wales Members meeting 14 December 1100

e Follow PASC UK on Twitter and Retweet
e Please support PASC UK efforts by joining up ©

GENERAL UPDATE

A short update, we have had feedback from officials managing the Tourism Levy Consultation and
they have agreed that you can send a short submission directly to them if that works better. Tacitly
accepting that the consultation is too long and bulky. Notes on this below.

And secondly, still space in the PASC UK members meeting next Wednesday at 1100, details below.
Good luck this weekend on getting a response in on the Tourism Levy, as many as possible please ©

HOW TO RESPOND TO THE TOURISM LEVY CONSULTATION.

The Longer way to answer for those that are willing is in Section 2.
Section 1. Short Response Version

We have gained agreement that you can submit shorter commentaries about the Tourism Levy
directly to the Welsh Government, again by the closing date of next Tuesday 13™ December 2022.

It does not need to be more than a page and would most likely benefit from being short and to the
point.

What should you think about including?
e Whether you are opposed to the Levy or not?

e How do you think it will affect your business and the local economy in which you operate?



e Why you might think that this is the wrong time to bring in a Levy, Cost of Living crisis,
recession, and energy crisis already having a massive impact on demand.

e Whether you think it should cover all of Wales or by Local Authority? (You are of course free
to put what you like, but bear in mind if it is by County, someone will be marketing as the
Tourism Tax free county).

e [fitcomesin, tell them there must be a register in place of all properties charging for
overnight says, or the properties on the OTA’s like AirBnB will not be charging this Levy, so All
or None.

e [fit’s coming in it really has to be at a minimal charge level. If they charge a £2:50 a night per
customer, on a sleeps six for a week, that adds £105 to a self-catering family holiday in Wales.
This would have a huge impact on low season pricing with everyone already struggling to hit
182 days.

e Anything else that you think appropriate.

Hopefully many more of you will now able to submit a Consultation response to try and influence the
outcome.

Once you have a word doc or have it crafted in an email, (don’t forget to include your contact details
business name and what type and size of business you are), please send to
VisitorLevyConsultation@gov.wales

Thanks, really appreciate your support.

Section 2. Long Response Version:

The deadline to respond to the Welsh Government Consultation on the Tourism Levy is next Tuesday
the 13t December 2022.

It is really important that as many of you as possible respond to this Consultation. We understand
that there is some justifiable cynicism into the way that the Welsh Government ignores responses
and manipulates the data, but if we do not respond en masse then we have little chance of either
stopping/delaying or mitigating this Tax.

The consultation itself is way too long and broad and will seem pretty endless when filling it in, there
are over 40 questions, although you could skip a fair few.

We have prepared the PASC UK response as a guidance on what you might say in your responses.
You can of course say whatever you like. We would ask that you try not to completely cut and paste
responses to the questions. Try and modify and stamp your views and opinions into the answers. The
more of you that can do that the better. Copied responses will simply have less impact that ones that
have been modified.

You can find the PASC UK submission here.

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/



mailto:VisitorLevyConsultation@gov.wales
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

We remain firmly opposed to the introduction of what is a Bed Tax and will continue to resist its
introduction every step of the way. Any questions on this please let us know.

You can submit your response here: https://gov.wales/visitor-levy

Go to the bottom of thls page and you can respond online.

Or you can download the questions, fill it and email a response to
VisitorLevyConsultation@gov.wales

Or you can download the form, fill it and post it to the address at the bottom of the page. We would
recommend that this really is a last resort due to Post Office Strikes and Christmas Post.

TOURISM LEVY SURVEY

We left this in in case anyone doing the short response wants to include any data from it.

PASC UK, The Wales Tourism Alliance and UKH Cymru put together a short survey to gather feedback
to include in responses to the Consultation on the introduction of a Tourism Levy in Wales.

We would like to thank the 361 that took part in the Tourism Levy Survey. We wanted more but will
have to work with what we’ve got. The results can be seen here.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-LuYMPc9c4QjXSrINOqiUEw 3D 3D/

Unsurprisingly you are not keen on the introduction of the Levy. Some key stand outs that we will
include in the Guidance notes on responding to the Tourism Levy Consultation.

e 75% Think the Levy should be across all of Wales, not at the discretion of Local Authorities

92.5% of you thought it would have a detrimental effect on bookings

47% the largest group favoured Per Party Booking

79% said it would reduce visitor numbers

80% said they wanted any Levy raised to be ring-fenced for tourism support
Thank you, we all really appreciate your support.
WALES MEMBER MEETING DEC 14 AT 1100

We will be holding a PASC UK Members meeting to answer your questions and update you.

This will take place on Dec 14, 2022 11:00 AM. It is only open to PASC UK Members and numbers are
limited to 100 so first come first served.

Register in advance for this meeting:
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https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/reqister/tZlucuGggDkpG9ANuJOX Kw-uQ86s-a X90wm

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.

FOLLOW PASC UK ON TWITTER AND RETWEET

Please can you all follow PASC UK Wales Tourism Alliance, and UK Hospitality Cymru on Twitter
please?

When you see a post come up, like it, retweet it or make a comment. We need all of you to do this.
Politicians do monitor this, so for example Sam Rowlands would see you’re grateful for his support
and Rebecca Evans would feel your anger.

e PASC UK = @PascUK
e Wales Tourism Alliance = @WTA_Tweets
e UK Hospitality Cymru = ukhcymru

GETTING MORE BUSINESSES TO JOIN PASC UK

Lastly, an appeal, over 2,000 Welsh self-catering businesses are getting this Newsletter today who
are not paid-up Members. They are though reliant on PASC UK in partnership with the other
lobbying associations to try and mitigate the terrible impact that the collective measures that the
Welsh Government is introducing. They are relying on the funds contributed by colleagues to see the
work continues. This includes:

e Tourism Tax

e Statutory Licencing

e Ability of Welsh Councils to change planning Rules
e Proposed changes to the School year

If you are not currently a Member you can join online here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Happy to answer any questions that any of you considering joining may have. We look forward to
welcoming many more of you onboard as we seek to

Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk

chair@pascuk.co.uk

07771 678028
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DISCLAIMER

We are in completely unchartered territory here, and any suggestions that we make are merely that
and you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, consult with your
Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. In addition, please be
very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There
appear to be thousands of experts out there where my understanding is that there are very few.

To that end, any information you get from any source you must double check. | will always try and
put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves.
These are unprecedented times, please take exceptional care.



