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COMMENTARY

Short note this week as am away at the moment. There are updates below on PPL/PRS emphasizing
again need to contact them first, also how the land lies on MPLC and finally the Grant information



that we have been promising you is finally coming through. That will be a bunfight so check those
opportunities out and get organised.

We are also asking for Members to contribute to help create regional directories of Fire Testing, PAT
testing and green energy suppliers, so please try to help with that.

Interesting developments from the Home Office who asked for information on how many times we
have been asked a sector, by either Police or Government bodies to provide guest names and
addresses.

Rather than send out a call to all Members we focussed on asking our Agency Members who nearly all
responded with the same answer and similar comments. Their responses covered hundreds of
thousands of bookings and in some cases 25 year. It just does not happen.

We were able to feed back the following.

We strongly support the abolition of this order as it is unnecessary, ineffective, and unfit for the
modern trading environment. All of our Member businesses and organisations who have contributed
support that view for a number of reasons. Their feedback covers 25 years and hundreds of thousands
of bookings.

1. The administration and bureaucracy involved in gathering and recording the required data is
extremely time consuming, and expensive especially for small businesses.

2. Most online booking systems collect only the lead guest’s details rather than the details of all
the guests.

3. Most online booking systems do not ask for the nationality of the guests.

4. Many properties are self-check-in using keyless entry of various kinds, so there is no
opportunity to gather the required information in person.

5. Where data is gathered it is unverified and unverifiable by the businesses.

6. There is wide-spread concern about giving offence by asking guests about their citizenship
status, undermining good customer service and welcome which are an extremely important
part of the tourism industry.

7. The requirement to gather and record the details of a guests’ next destination is especially
onerous and is bound to be considered intrusive and give further offence as the guest will
surely consider — not unreasonably — that to be of no concern at all to the property in
question.

8. There is concern about the interoperability of this order and GDPR regulations.

9. Itis noted that the order does not apply to British, Irish or Commonwealth citizens, adding
more complexity to the requirements.

10. The businesses and organisations who inputted between them represent many thousands of
properties, and many hundreds of thousands of bookings over many years — in one case over
40 years. Between all of these properties and bookings we have been able to recall just two
cases where the police have requested some information, and in both cases it was for a
domestic criminal matter, and not in respect of any immigration offence, and we believe in
both cases the information sought was in respect of UK citizens. There is not a single
recollected case of information being sought by local or central governments or for any
immigration purpose.



This order was identified during the previous Government’s Red Tape Challenge as one which is ripe
for abolition as it serves no useful purpose. We reiterate that position and urge the Government to
update the law to reflect the current operating environment and in recognition of the bureaucratic
burden it places on businesses with no effective purpose.

It’s an irritation that we would like to see gone. We’'ll let you know how we get on.

It just leaves us to wish each and every reader, a safe and prosperous 2023

Best regards

Alistair

CHAIR ON LEAVE 18-32 JANUARY COVERAGE

Whilst the Chair is way, cover is being provided for paid Members as follows. Please try to keep emails
to those that cannot wait until his return.

ADMIN SUPPORT

Admin emails, wanting to register for the PASC UK Buying Club, resetting passwords, trouble with
accessing the Members only area, Membership queries etc, please contact Justin at
admin@pascuk.co.uk

GENERAL SELF-CATERING RELATED QUESTIONS

Any general self-catering emergency queries to chair@pascuk.co.uk

This will automatically generate a response, saying that the Chair is away and explain how cover
operates.

Adrian Greason-Walker can be reached during the cover period on 07496 409207 during working
hours Monday to Friday. If engaged leave a message, with a clear telephone number, whether you are
a PASC UK Member or not, and a short message.

WALES SPECIFIC QUESTIONS

Paid Members specific Welsh issues relating specifically to issues caused by the Welsh Government
interventions, 182 days, ‘fines’ for not achieving 70 days in lockdown, Tourism Levy etc, should also be
referred to Adrian Greason-Walker. He can be reached at adriangwalker@gmail.com

Finally.....We would ask that anything that can wait until Alistair gets back from leave, is left until then,
so that Adrian can focus on dealing with emergencies.

Thank you.

NEWSLETTER INDEX (WHERE TO FIND PREVIOUS INFORMATION)
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All previous content is indexed and can be found on the 2022 Index on the Newsletter page. Look for
PASC UK Index 2022. This will be updated weekly.
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/

NEW PASC UK WEBINAR PROGRAMME FOR JANUARY

We will be adding to the Webinar programme in February over the coming weeks. Previous webinars
can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only
recordings are in the Members area.

1/ PASC UK MEMBERS ONLY ENGLAND MEETING

Will be recorded and placed on the Members area of the website

Date: Thursday 2 March 2023 at 1100.

This meeting is for PASC UK Members only. It will look ahead to what’s happening going forwards and
to enable Members to ask any questions of the Chair, or suggestions for PASC UK activities in 2023. It
is only open to PASC UK Members and numbers are limited to 100 so first come first served. Final

agenda will be published nearer the time.

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqduygqzMuG9ZJrXUk9GfLVDO- JtWE1gK

We will be adding to the Webinar programme in February over the coming weeks. Previous webinars
can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only
recordings are in the Members area.

2/ PASC UK AGENCY MEMBERS ONLY ENGLAND MEETING

Will be recorded and made available to PASC UK Agency Members.

Date: Thursday 9 March 2023 at 1100.

This meeting is for PASC UK Agency Members only. Looking ahead to what’s happening going
forwards and to enable Agency Members to ask any questions of the Chair, or make suggestions for
PASC UK activities in 2023. It is only open to PASC UK Agency Members and numbers are limited to

100 so first come first served. Final agenda will be published nearer the time.

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkcOGsqgzliHNXxUm5oqrC4PVp7gzuR7 207

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.

SUPERCONTROL WEBINAR TO ANNOUNCE DATA INSIGHTS PACKAGE
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There is an exciting new development from SuperControl called LSI Data Insights and gives owners the
opportunity to really drill down and examine their property’s performance with a view to making
more money in 2023.

Join SuperControl and LSI Data Insights on Wednesday, the 25th of January, to gain insights into the
numbers that matter most.

During this session, SuperControl explore the features and benefits of the system and how it can help
you to better understand your business performance.

With support from Scott Leggat (Inhabit IQ) and Lynell Gordon (LSI), we'll demonstrate how to use the
reporting tools on offer and best utilise the available data.

You'll have the chance to ask questions and get tailored advice from expert hosts, who have years of
experience utilising data for success in the self-catering industry.

Take advantage of this unique opportunity to maximise the value of your data. Register today.

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN IXEBATEtRAG6RT4VY7pIEA

UK SPF GRANTS

Council websites are now beginning to show details of these grants. The first round of funding will
need to be given out before March 31.

This grant scheme will operate in England, Scotland and Wales. It has been put together as part of the
‘Levelling Up agenda’ and each County will have been allocated a fund for the programme.

Key questions...
What does UKSPF stand for?
UK Shared Prosperity Fund.

What might it cover?

Each Council will have its own priorities. Many will include headings that readers could align with.
Sustainable Tourism or Carbon Reduction may be common headings.

How do you find out?


https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IXEBATEtRAG6RT4VY7pIEA

Go to your local Council Website. Search for UKSPF, this is what the newsletter from East Devon
District Council Website looks like and was received yesterday. Several references to tourism/carbon
zero.

E ] East Devon Update
@

Business and economy bulletin

New grant schemes coming soon

This special version of the East Devon Business Bulletin focuses on two new competitive
grant schemes being launched in 2023 for businesses and community organisations. These
schemes will focus on projects to help East Devon reach net zero, increase employment
and raise productivity.

Details of these two schemes (the IRF2 and CLTF) can be found below. To find out more
you are welcome to join our online Grants Webinar, where we will outline the main criteria
for these funds and how you can apply.

To provide further guidance for these upcoming schemes, we are also hosting an in-
person Grants Drop-In Session, where you can pop in and have an informal chat with our
officers to talk about your ideas for a funding bid.

+ Sign up to the Grants Webinar: Wednesday 22 February 2023 at 10am, Microsoft
Teams

» Sign up to the Grants Drop-In Session: 2 March 2023 from 12pm to 3pm, East
Devon Business Centre, Honiton, EX14 1SF

As soon as the IRF2 and CLTF schemes have launched, we will immediately notify all
subscribers to this newsletter via email.




Innovation and Resilience Fund 2

We have secured funding to launch a second round of the Innovation and Resilience Fund
(IRF2) in February 2023.

Once launched, East Devon businesses will be invited to apply for up to £20,000 to fund a
project under one of the three funding pathways, with funding available for the following
types of projects:

¢ Net Zero Innovation: to support a business to develop a new product, service or
technology with a strong net zero focus

e Rural Innovation: to support a rural business to grow by significantly increasing
productivity or by developing a new product, service or technology

« Farm Diversification: to allow a farm business to diversify income streams by
developing a new product, service or technology not related to agriculture

Visit the IRF webpage or sign up to one of our grant sessions (see the article above) to find
out more about this scheme.

Culture, Leisure and Tourism Fund

We are currently developing a new grant scheme for rural community organisations in East
Devon with a cultural or leisure focus and a limited number of tourism businesses.

Once launched, community organisations will likely be able to apply for up to £20,000 of
funding to help towards the cost of purchasing equipment to help decarbonise their
operation, such as solar PV panels, air sourced heat pumps, EV charging points, etc.

Tourism businesses will likely be able to apply for up to £5,000, to help fund either
equipment to decarbonise or equipment to improve their accessibility.

This fund will launch in Spring 2023. Sign up to one of our grant information sessions (see
the top article above) to find out more about this scheme.

Other UKSPF activity

These two grant schemes are being funded through East Devon District Council's UK
Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) and Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) allocations.

Visit our UKSPF webpage to find out more about other schemes and projects we are
funding through our UKSPF allocation.

Click on the links.... And you should get the headlines of the Investment Programme that has been
agreed in your area. In East Devon the three areas that may be applicable out of the 12 headings are
the bottom three.



e Net Zero Innovation Fund

e Retrofit Programme

e Sustainable Tourism Fund
Will Local Authorities notify us?

No, not unless you are on their Newsletter list as above, so go to your Local Authority website and
sign up for their free Newsletters.

How does the grant funding work?

We believe at this stage that you do not have to match or contribute to the total. So, if you are
putting solar panels in and the cost is £10,000, the grant should be for £10,000. Please check with
your Councils.

Are there any catches?

No, not really except that it looks like the year one allocation will have to be spent by March 2023,
which means that any projects will have to be pretty much off the shelf. Anything requiring any kind
of planning permission will not be ready in time, or if you cannot book a builder in.

How long does the scheme run?

It runs for three years.

Will there be any more schemes?

This is likely to be the big one for the next three years. A supplementary scheme called the Rural SPF,
which will be aimed at specifically rural businesses, some initial detail on that below. More details as

soon as we have them.

Government detail here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-
prospectus/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus

RURAL SPF GRANTS

We now have a clear timescale on this additional Grant scheme, which in many ways can be regarded
as a top up to UK SPF for rural areas and will most likely managed by the same process.

All applications and approvals for local funding should be approved and complete and payments
received by Local Authorities by the end of April 2023.

The funding period will then be from April 2023 to March 2025.

All current details are here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rural-england-prosperity-
fund-prospectus/rural-england-prosperity-fund-prospectus

And a short summary here:
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The Rural Fund provides capital funding to:

e support new and existing rural businesses to develop new products and facilities
that will be of wider benefit to the local economy. This includes farm businesses
looking to diversify income streams

e support new and improved community infrastructure, providing essential
community services and assets for local people and businesses to benefit the local
economy

This funding should not replace funding plans for rural areas under the UKSPF. It is a top-up to
help address the extra needs and challenges facing rural areas.

As soon as we have any more information, we will let you know.

VAT AND CLIMATE CHANGE LEVY ON ENERGY BILLS

This came up in the Members meeting as to what level of VAT you should be charged on your energy
bills. The answer is that it depends on a variety of factors.

The note below is from the EDF website and explains it pretty clearly. (CCL is Climate Change Levy). All
energy suppliers should have a VAT and Climate Change Levy page on their websites explaining this.

Here’s the edf example: EDF:
https://www.edfenergy.com/sites/default/files/sme vat guide 1212.pdf

Business or non-domestic use
If your electricity or gas supply is used solely for business or non-domestic purposes, VAT will
usually be charged at the standard rate and CCL (plus VAT on CCL) will also be added to the
bill.
Low usage business or non-domestic use
Under a government concession, ‘low usage’ of electricity and gas for business or non-
domestic purposes
is chargeable at the reduced rate of VAT. These supplies are automatically excluded from CCL.
The low usage thresholds are:

electricity - at or below 33 units per day during the bill period

gas - at or below 145 kWh per day during the bill period

Where more than one meter is billed on an account, consumption across all meters is
combined in order to take into account the total quantity supplied through all relevant meters.

There is no requirement for the customer to claim the reduced rate of VAT or exclusion from
CCL on low usage as these concessions are applied automatically at the time of each billing.


https://www.edfenergy.com/sites/default/files/sme_vat_guide_1212.pdf

If you have been charged the higher VAT Rate, as well as the CCL worth checking to see what your
usage has been. If your energy supplier has miscalculated, they should refund you the overcharge.

BUSINESS ENERGY SUPPORT FROM HMG APRIL 2023 TO MARCH 2024 Repeat

The widespread view of all that lobby for support for businesses is that the next phase of support,
from 1 April 2023 is completely inadequate. Some sectors have been given enhanced assistance, but
most of hospitality, despite intense lobbying, is not included. The lobbying will continue, and we
continue to ask for support for off grid supplies, oil, gas and wood pellets to be included. There are
increasing signs that wholesale prices are continuing to fall, and we would hope that that will be
reflected in bills in the not-too-distant future.

This is the updated notes from UKH on the Energy Support. Our thanks to them for this.
UKH Guidance on Energy Bills Discount Scheme — January 2023

onoth January 2023 Government announced an extension of energy support for businesses for the
12 months from 1 April. This dramatically reduced support from the previous scheme — which we
outlined here. It introduces a two-tier system of energy discount, with a higher-level of reduction for
energy - and trade-sensitive sectors. Hospitality is not eligible for this support. This note gives a
summary of the key outcomes and then looks in more detail at how the scheme will operate.

Summary
A further 12 months of energy support through to the end of March 2024 — capped at £5.5bn.

A discount will automatically apply to bills above a certain rate for all businesses with a
licensed supplier of gas and electricity.

For electricity, there will be a discount of 1.96p/kWh where the cost of electricity is over
30.2p/kWh (the discount cannot take the final price below the floor price).

For gas, there will be a discount of 0.697p/kWh where the cost of gas is over 10.7p/kWh (the
discount cannot take the final price below the floor price).

There is additional support for businesses in energy - and trade intensive sectors — these
sectors are listed here — which are predominantly in manufacturing. Hospitality is not included

on the list, but museums and the operation of historical sites are included.

For electricity the maximum discount will be 8.91p/kWh with a floor price of 18.5p/kWh — a
discount cannot take the price below this level.

For gas the maximum discount will be 4.0p/kWh with a floor price of 9.9p/kWh — a discount
cannot take the price below this level.

Government has additionally written to Ofgem asking for an update on their progress on a
review into the commercial energy market and whether further action is needed by Ofgem or

10



by Government. This specifically references the treatment of the hospitality sector and
followed a request from UKH for Ofgem to intervene.

There is no indication of support for non-electricity and non-gas energy sources.
Questions and answers
What contracts does the new scheme apply to?

Businesses that are: on existing fixed price contracts that were agreed on or after 1 December
2021, signing new fixed price contracts, on deemed / out of contract or standard variable
tariffs, on flexible purchase or similar contracts or on variable ‘Day Ahead Index’ (DAI) tariffs
(Northern Ireland scheme only).

Do | have to apply for the scheme?

You only need to apply for the enhanced support. As it stands hospitality is not included in the
list of sectors eligible for additional support though those that operate historic homes,
museumes, libraries or similar may want to check their eligibility.

How does the discount affect my bill?

Under the new scheme a discount applies for gas and electricity where your price is above a
certain level (floor price).

For electricity, this is 30.2p/kWh. If your energy is being charged at a higher price than that
you are entitled to a discount of up to 1.96p/kWh. In practice if your charge is over
32.16p/kWh you will receive the full discount. If it is between 30.2p/kWh and 32.16p/kWh it
will be reduced to 30.2p/kWh. If it below that level, you will receive no discount.

For gas, this is 10.7p/kWh. If your energy is being charged at a higher price than that you are
entitled to a discount of up to 0.697p/kWh. In practice if your charge is over 11.397p/kWh you
will receive the full discount. If it is between 10.7p/kWh and 11.397p/kWh it will be reduced to
10.7p/kWh. If it below that level, you will receive no discount.

What support is there for other energy sources?

There has been no further announcement on other energy sources and UKH is following this
up with Government sources as many hospitality businesses are off-grid, particularly in rural
areas.

Under the previous EBRS scheme | was receiving a much higher discount than the rate
announced in this package based on when | fixed my contract, is that correct?

Unfortunately, it is. Government has significantly reduced the amount of money available
under the scheme — from £18 billion over six months to £5.5 billion over 12 months. The new
scheme does not take into account the point at which you fixed your prices — there is a blanket
discount.

Can | come out of my fixed energy contract that was agreed when support was in place?

11



UKH has highlighted the issue of businesses that have agreed fixed price contract under the
belief that support would be sustained. This is part of the review that Ofgem is undertaking
and will report back on pre-Budget in March. As it stands, our recommendation would be to
approach your energy supplier about renegotiating contracts but there is not much evidence
of this happening.

What additional support is there for hospitality businesses?

Government has pointed out that hospitality will receive a 75% discount on business rates in
2023/24 (albeit subject to a £110,000 per business cap), benefit from a six-month freeze in
alcohol duty and a cut in fuel duty as well as most small businesses not being affected by
corporation tax increases.

UKH is very aware that this is not sufficient and businesses in the sector are under severe
financial pressure. We will continue to work with Government to improve the energy support
scheme and focus on additional support at the Budget in March.

PASC UK will keep you up to date with any updates and changes.

HOT TUBS

We were delighted to see this in the Visit Wales Newsletter last week, our highlight in green. A timely
reminder for those with Hot Tubs or thinking about them that these free paper and videos are
available at: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/hot_tubs/

Hot tub safety webinars and toolkit for accommodation providers

In recent years consumer demand has brought about a significant increase in the number of
holiday lets which now include hot tubs.

The running and use of a hot tub in guest accommodation can bring about some challenges
and owners need to do their research and be fully aware of their responsibilities.

These resources have been developed by the Heart of the Southwest Better Business for All
Partnership with help from the Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK and funded by
the Office for Products Safety & Standards.

They have created five mini webinars and a toolkit to help accommodation providers to
understand the steps required to ensure the hot tub environment is safe for guests and for
owners, staff and contractors who maintain hot tubs.

Further details are available on: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/hot tubs/

Huge thanks again to Beth Bailey (Kernock Cottages and Premier Cottages) and Kim Spencer
(Wringworthy Cottages and SECTA) for all their help in production of the papers and videos. ©

FIRE TESTING AND PAT TESTING REGIONAL SUPPLIERS
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On the PASC UK Members Meeting last Thursday the question of good value and good quality Fire
Testing and PAT Testing came up. It was agreed that we would try, with your help to pull together a
list of providers who have been recommended by you. Eventually we hope to have national coverage
and will have a paper on the website detailing them all.

Please can you let us know if you have a supplier for Fire and or PAT testing that we can recommend
to Members? We'll add them to the list below. If you can send them in the format below that would
be hugely helpful and save a lot of time. Many thanks and send to chair@pascuk.co.uk

So far we have:

DORSET AND DEVON FIRE SOLUTIONS

https://ddfiresolutions.com

Tel: 07918 168669

Name: Martin

Email: martin@ddfiresolutions.com
Fire and PAT testing? Yes

Area: Dorset and Devon

ACE FIRE GROUP

https://www.acefire-group.co.uk

Tel: 0800 1956393

Name: Michael Redfearn

email: Michael.redfearn@ace-fire.co.uk

Area: South West

Fire and PAT testing? As far as we can see, just Fire

KERNOW PAT

http://kernowpat.com

Tel: 07719 308491

Name: ?

Email: kernowpat@hotmail.co.uk

Fire and PAT testing? Just PAT testing as far as we can see
Area: Cornwall

TAYLOR PAT TESTING SERVICES

https://taylorpattestingservices.com

Tel: 07877 680499
Name: Sean Taylor
13
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Email: TBC
Fire and PAT testing? Just PAT testing as far as we can see
Area: Cornwall

HALLS RMS

https://hallsrmsltd.com

Tel: 07977 484407

Name: David Halls

Email: davidhalls1972 @gmail.com

Fire and PAT testing? Just PAT testing as far as we can see
Area: Derbyshire

GREEN ENERGY SUPPLIERS REGIONAL LIST

After the PASC UK Members Meeting last Thursday the subject of trying to pull together a list of
regional green energy suppliers came up. With your help to pull together a list of providers who have
been recommended by you. Eventually we hope to have national coverage and will have a paper on
the website detailing them all. This will be really helpful as it’s likely that many of you applying for
UKSPF and Rural SPF grants may be looking at green initiatives.

So please can you let us know if you have a supplier for green energy solutions that we can
recommend to Members? We’ll create a list and publish it. If you can send them in the format below
that would be hugely helpful and save a lot of time. Many thanks and send to chair@pascuk.co.uk

Company name:

Website:

Tel:

Contact:

Email:

Type of installations supported?:
Area covered:

PPL/PRS NEW UPDATE

Full details of the Exemptions and examples of costs for businesses can be found in the 20 Dec and 3
Jan Newsletters on the website and further notes arising from questions about PPL/PRS can be found
in the 10 Jan Newsletter on the website.

This week we received further clarification of how they will apply the charges, and why it is a good
idea in our opinion to contact them proactively, before 31 March and get licences sorted. By doing
that you won’t have to pay the 50% additional Higher Rate Royalty and they won’t back date licences.

The Amnesty on backdating licences is only for those that contact them proactively and get the
licence sorted pre 31 March. You also get the benefit of not paying the 50% premium. We have
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already had calls from Members who have been contacted by PPL/PRS and ended up paying both the
Higher Rate Royalty and back-dated fees over several years.

The cost is not huge, our business will be paying £61.77 +VAT for four cottages on a single site which
is a lot lower than businesses were paying before the negotiations.

This from PPL/PRS:

Member contacts PPL PRS proactively before 31 March 2023
The PRS higher rate royalty will not be applied to the invoice and the customer will be licensed
presuming that they first started using music on the date they first contacted PPL PRS.

Member contacts PPL PRS proactively after 31 March 2023.
The PRS higher rate royalty will not be applied to the invoice and the customer’s invoice will be
backdated to the date that they first started using music.

Member does not approach PPL PRS, and they have to contact the business to license it after
31 March 2023.

The PRS higher rate royalty will be applied to the invoice and the customer’s invoice will be
backdated to the date that they first started using music. This is the standard policy for all
customers in similar circumstances

In each of instances above the PPL Surcharge will only be applied if the invoice is not paid or a
direct debit set up to pay it by instalments within 28 days of the invoice date.

PRS PPL can be contacted, and licences applied for via their website https://pplprs.co.uk or by phone
on 08000 72 0808.

We still have some outstanding questions, these include scale of charges for some example larger
businesses, what impact having a CD/DVD library has on fees, and whether there can be a minimum
size of business, e.g. two cottages on two different sites, and operating as a single business.

We will continue to chase for these.

The full details of the exemptions can be on the PPL/PRS document on the PASC UK website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

Any questions let us know.

MPLC

Once again, we are getting feedback that MPLC are chasing self-catering businesses to pay their
licence, this is in addition to a TV licence and any licence that you may have to pay PRS/PPL above.
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PASC UK have not had any direct negotiations with MPLC as we have with PRS/PPL primarily because
UKH have been taking the lead on this, and have greater legal resources than we do.

We previously contacted UK Hospitality who have been leading on negotiations with MPLC to get an
update on the situation, and it does not make great reading. Essentially MPLC are maintaining that we
do need these licences. You can see the full correspondence from UKH below. We have chased UKH
on this and there is zero progress at the moment, with MPLC holding their ground.

To put a scale of potential fees, its currently £5.23 per room plus VAT, with no minimum fee or
exemptions as we have with PPL/PRS. https://hotel.themplc.co.uk

Dear Alistair,
In a time of rising costs, we are aware that many of our members are being contacted by MPLC
to arrange payments for the use of television and visual content. As you may know, there is a

difference of opinion between MPLC and the hospitality sector around one of the tariffs being
presented to hospitality businesses at the moment.

There are two tariffs MPLC are seeking payment for which are outlined below.

Bar/restaurant tariff

The MPLC tariff quoted as ‘bar/restaurant’ applies if you have televisions in
receptions/lobby/bar areas showing ‘film’ content to guests and visitors (Film includes pre-
recorded TV programmes or motion pictures). Live broadcasts are exempt. For example, a
reception / bar area broadcasting rolling news to customers and nothing else would not be
liable for the fee (the venue would need to demonstrate that only live broadcast was
displayed, for example, staff were made aware that only live content was allowed). However,
a public bar/lobby area which was showing pre-recorded TV programmes and/or motion
pictures with copyright that is covered by MPLC’s member companies could be liable to pay
the fee.

Guest room tariff

The MPLC tariff quoted as ‘Hotel / Guest bedrooms’ is more complicated and this is where
UKH and other trade bodies have a difference of opinion with MPLC.

MPLC state that ‘MPLC licence for Hotel/Guest Bedrooms is required in addition to the TV
Licence and any other MPLC licence you may already hold for communal areas such as the bar,
guest lounge, the gym or reception’. The difference of opinion between MPLC and trade
bodies lies around whether a hotel room is considered a public or private place for the
purposes of the specific element of broadcast that they are claiming for (section 19 of the
Copyright Act — ‘performance of the copyrighted work in public’). To date, there has not been
any court case to definitively settle the matter.

UKH and other trade bodies, do not agree with MPLC that they have an absolute right to
collect copyright payments for guest bedrooms in the way they are claiming. We believe the
legal case to do so is uncertain. Although UKH have sought legal opinion to help clarify the
situation we have been unable to arrive at any definitive position yet, largely because this is
still relatively new in UK copyright law with no case precedent in the UK to which to refer.
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However, at present it is down to individual venues as to whether to decide to pay or not for
guest bedrooms, as only the venues will be aware of whether content falling within MPLC's
claims are broadcast on site.

Although MPLC relented from pursuing claims during the closures forced by the pandemic,
little has legally changed on this matter since Covid struck and now trading has resumed, so
has the debate! This issue remains a priority area for UKH to pursue, we are in active
discussions with the Intellectual Property Office currently and continue to seek clarity and
resolution on this issue. Due to the lack of case precedent, UKH are not able to offer legal
advice to members on this matter at present, and none of the information above should be
regarded as this.

In October last year a UKHospitality podcast discussed the MPLC issue - although we are still
on a journey to resolving the issues around the topic, you may be interested in listening to the
discussion around it which can be found on the UKH podcast player listed as S4, Episode 3 —
or listen here.

WEST COUNTRY TOURISM CONFERENCE, (PASC UK CHAIR IS A SPEAKER) 8-9 FEB 2023

cﬁ’kf\*ﬁg

Tounsm Conference

The West Country Tourism Conference is back. It will be held over two days at the Westpoint Arena
just outside Exeter on the 8™ and 9t February 2023. Lots of colleagues that we work with frequently
will also be speaking, making it a worthwhile day out for Tourism Businesses in the SW.

Speakers on the 8™ include:

Alistair Handyside, Chair PASC UK
Deborah Heather. CEO Quality in Tourism, The New Tourism Excellence
Richard Toomer, Director, The Tourism Alliance

On the 9th:

Kate Nicholls CEO UK Hospitality
Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies. Marketing Director, Touch Stay
Mark Worden, CEO Mihi Digital
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Reduced Rates are available for PASC UK Members,

https://www.westcountrytourismconference.org.uk/price meaning the price for each day is reduced
from £54 inc Vat to £42 inc Vat.

You can book here: https://www.westcountrytourismconference.org.uk/book

Look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible at the Conference. Your Chair will be there for
the whole day on Wednesday 8t February.

BUSINESS RATES FREEDOM OF INFORMATION UPDATE

We have submitted a Freedom of Information (FOI) request to the Valuation Office (VO) requesting a
copy of the 2023 Practice Note that was used to calculate the Rateable Values (RV) that come into
effect in April 2023.

VOA FOI Request - 11807371.2/CEO

o foi@voa.gov.uk
To: o chair@pascuk.co.uk

Dear Alistair Handyside,
VOA Reference: 11807371.2/CEQ
Thank you for your request as set out below.
| confirm your request was received on 06 January 2023 and we will consider it under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2000.
We aim to provide a response within 20 working days, which will be no later than 03 February 2023.
Kind regards
m Information Rights and Ministerial Correspondence Team

2 Offi Follow us on social media: Twitter | LinkedIn
Xgllejr?g;)n ice Valuation Office Agency.

VALUING OUR PEOPLE »
VALUING OUR COMMUNITIES &]D
&) VALUING OUR FUTURE A

Until we see this document, we can’t know the methodology used in calculating your RV’s and
therefore cannot accurately advise as to whether any increases are correct. Added to that the VOA is
not currently accepting any ‘Checks’ on the 2023 Rating List until after April 1.

Those of you that are facing increases post 1 April 2023 will see those increases softened somewhat,
by the 75% relief offered by both English and Welsh Governments on our bills from April onwards,
plus extend Transitional Rate Relief is being offered by both Governments to additionally soften the
blow of any increases.

As soon as we see the 2023 Practice Note we can update the Members papers that guide you through
‘Checking’ your Business Rates and make sure that all Members that want to are in a position to
‘Check’ their RV’s at the earliest opportunity.
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JUDICIAL REVIEW IN SCOTLAND

So why are we suddenly covering Scotland in the PASC UK Wales newsletter? it is vital that you read
on....
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One of the major fears that PASC UK has regarding changes to planning law and the introduction of
licensing is that legitimate trading businesses could be prohibited from continuing to trade by the full
implementation of new powers.

We are seeing this for real in Scotland and Edinburgh particularly. The announcement of a ‘Control
Area’ in Edinburgh, if fully implemented is likely to mean that the vast majority of business will not be
able to continue, regardless of planning status. A group of owners have got together to Crowd Fund a
Judicial Review. Their estimate of cost is £500,000 so a mountain to climb. (Details of the campaign
are below and how, should you choose to, you can contribute).

PASC UK is supporting this initiative, we do not represent Scottish Self-Caterers by lobbying in
Scotland, that is the job of the ASSC (Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers) but we do have Members
in Scotland who like the Newsletter, benefits, webinars and meetings. We have therefore decided to
pass all Scottish Membership Funds, (some £2190) to support the Crowd Fund which now stands at
£95,000.

This battle, going on in Edinburgh and across Scotland can be used as a warning shot to the Welsh
Government, that pushing a sector too hard, and importantly getting things wrong will result in
counter action. We are in no position to launch any kind of Judicial Review yet in Wales, we do not
know the outcome of most of the ‘Consultations’ and therefore the actual grounds that a QC would
be happy with for us to make a challenge in Wales.

We will watch this benchmark case though really closely and report back regularly. The best outcome
is of course that the Scottish Government softens its approach and comes back to the table, as it
should have done in good faith at the beginning and look to work with the sector for good joint
outcomes, ring any bells?

Here’s the full picture...

Right now, four operators in the self-catering (STL) sector in Edinburgh are
mounting a legal challenge to the City of Edinburgh Council's (CEC) application of
new Licensing legislation which recently became law in Scotland. The new regime
was intended to enshrine best practice in terms of health and safety among STL
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operators. However, the legislation is enacted at a Council level (there are 32 across
Scotland) with interpretation and application determined by Council officials.

In the case of the CEC the one-year licence starting at £1,000 per property, is not so
much a regime to control health and safety issues, as to eradicate the sector with
the current licensing proposals making it almost impossible for operators with
premises in either a shared stair or with a communal garden likely to obtain a
licence to continue to trade. In the city, the vast bulk of STL businesses will be
unable to clear this hurdle.

Similar clauses apply for existing operators now required to obtain retrospective
planning consent, making the prospects of continuing to trade highly unlikely and
forcing many to leave the STL sector without even attempting to apply for Planning
or Licensing. The four petitioners are challenging the activities of the city council
through a Judicial Review with the aim of preventing such unethical practices from
being more widely adopted nationwide. If you want to learn more about the case
and how you might be able to help, visit the campaign page below.

https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/save-the-self-catering-sector-scotland/

RECORDINGS OF PASC UK WEBINAR/MEETINGS PROGRAMME

The Members Meeting recoded on 12 January is now in the Members area

The Members meeting on Selling Your Business is now available in the Members area.

The Members Meeting on Pricing is now available in the Members area.

The Members Meeting on Guest Behaviour is now available in the Members area.

The Pricing Webinar was recorded and placed in the free to view Webinar area on the website.

The How to become an Accessible Business webinar was recorded and placed in the free to view
Webinar area on the website.

The Touch Stay Boot Camp meeting was recorded and placed in the free to view Webinar area on the
website.

Here are some more useful links from Touch Stay for those using the product:

* Guest Communication Planner https://touchstay.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Guest-Comms-
Planner-3.pdf

* Guest Comms Toolkit https://guide.touchstay.com/guest/b7dhZaMxRqgbel/
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And the PASC UK Touch Stay Guide can be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

TOP 10 THINGS MEMBERS SHOULD DO ASAP

We are heading into what is traditionally the peak booking period of the year, and it’s certainly worth
carrying out the ‘audit’ below to make sure that you are as ready as you can be to gather as many
early bookings as possible. Here’s a list of ten tips, the order of relevance will depend upon each
individual business, but try to make sure you have all these covered as far as possible to maximise
success.

Pricing

Worth viewing the Pricing Webinar available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ for tips and
strategies. Getting these right is critical to capturing as many bookings as possible over the next six
weeks.

Platforms

Are you advertising in the right places? If you are using OTA’s are you blocking out the dates that you
know you can sell directly? Is your offer properly described and as attractive as possible?

Any platform you are on is a competitive one. Do searches for your area, your type of business, and
try to make sure that yours stands out as best it can.

Photos

Two things to look at here. Firstly, have you got the best pictures possible? Are they in the right order
to try to draw the customer in? Have you got some good locality shots to visually demonstrate the
setting?

Secondly, check that you are only using photos that you know that you have explicit permission to
use. Every week PASC UK is contacted by Members who fall foul of using photos that they do not have
a license for. For info on photographic infringements and a list of free photos sources see Oct 25
Newsletter.

Check Links

Many of us have a website of our own that is linked to other partner websites. For example, our
business is on Premier Cottages, Cool Stays, Group Accommodation, and all these link back through to
our website. We would recommend that if you use this system that you regularly check that a/ your
property is displaying properly on these sites and that b/ when you search for availability, or click
through everything is working.

If you advertise on agents sites, or OTA’s you should also spend time making sure that everything is
working as it should, we get regular reports of properties just disappearing from some OTA’s, so
worth a regular check if these are a source of bookings for you.
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Still talking Covid?

Lots of Members website still display a lot about Covid. Whilst Covid is still with us, it is not a
pandemic anymore and by now we should all have how we approach Covid pretty well covered in our
T’s and C’s., (Known illness, like Flu, insure against it). Whilst showing that you are maintaining the
highest cleaning standards is great, this is not front page news anymore.

PRS/PPL

Have a look at the PPL/PRS update below. If you still have old references on your website to DVD and
CD libraries you no longer have, then remove all the references to them. also check on other sites you
may advertise on.

Terms and conditions

We are entering the busy time for bookings, any changes you have meant to make to your T’s and C’s
may well be worth changing now, as they will then apply to the bulk of your bookings in 2023. If you
change them, you will need to make available the old T’s and C’s to customer’s who booked using
your previous ones, so date stamping is a necessity.

Check features, especially on partner sites

If you advertise on any third party sites, it’s worth doing an audit to check that all your details on
these sites are correct, any changes that you have made or are making over the next few months are
properly displayed, an example might be that you have added EV car charging, or now charge for EV
charging if you offered it for free before.

Newsletter to customers

What’s new or changed about your business for 2023, what improvements have you carried out over
the winter? All worth telling your regular customers about. If you have a booking platform,
SuperControl, Bookalet, Bookster etc, it’s easy to extract customer details and drop them into a
newsletter. MailChimp and SendinBlue are two programmes that PASC UK has used for Newsletter.
Both provide templates to help you get started.

Check your website

Another webinar to view is ‘What’s wrong with my Website’ also available here.
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

This covers all manner of tips to optimise your website performance.

WALES UPDATE
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If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email me at chair@pascuk.co.uk put Wales Newsletter in the subject line
and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

The last issue contained the following:

e General Update

e QOur Petition on 182 Days...still alive!

e PASC UK Questionnaire on the Proposed New Licensing Scheme

e Business Rates Support in Wales: Update

e Hot Tubs

e Reduced support for the “Energy Bills Discount Scheme” from April

Your Chair joins the Board of the Wales Tourism Alliance
WELSH GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES STATUTORY LICENSING CONSULTION

Yet another Welsh Government Consultation is launched today into self-catering. This time it’s
Statutory Licensing.

Welsh Government says direction of travel will be...

e provide the mechanism to address concerns on compliance

e provide a comprehensive database of exactly who is operating in the industry as it is currently
not possible to determine how many visitor accommodation businesses there are in Wales, or
in any given community

e be avaluable tool in understanding the scale and nature of the sector.

This does rather beg the question of why this was not the first step, before the heavy handed 182-day
threshold, the threat of a Tourism Levy and all the other 'Consultations' of which none have been be

based on strong and reliable data...

We have until 17 March to respond, PASC UK will be holding meetings to discuss this Intervention and
will be providing guidance notes on how you might respond.

https://www.gov.wales/proposed-new-licensing-scheme-level...

GENERAL INFORMATION SECTION

PASC UK SOCIAL MEDIA

Please consider following PASC UK on Social Media, it gives us a way to contact you quickly in the
event of any changes or announcements that are made. We promise not to bombard you and to try to
keep it relevant and topical.
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PASC UK on Twitter @PascUK
PASC UK on Facebook @pascukitd

This is where the latest news between newsletters gets posted.
MEMBERS AREA IS NOW LIVE

The Members area of the PASC UK website opened last week. Initially you will be able to check your
account details and download any of the 25 Members only PASC UK papers. No longer will you need
to ask Justin or myself ©. The full list of the PASC UK Members Papers is detailed below. No longer
will you need to ask Justin or myself © We will add additional features over the next couple of weeks.

Anticipated questions:

1/ How do | log in?

On the main PASC website you will see a link in the top right-hand corner called "Member Login".
Click this link and enter your email address and password. Once logged in you will be in the members
area.

2/ | can't find my password.

Click on the "Member login" link on the far right of the menu on our website and click the "forgot
password" link which is in blue text just below the "log in" button. Enter your email address in the
field and click "request password reset" button.

3/ Who do | contact if | cannot get in?

If you are having difficulty, please email admin@pascuk.co.uk and Justin will investigate for you.

4/ My username doesn't match my email address, does it matter?
No, it doesn't, usually your username would be your email address, but through address changes and
mis-typing, some don't match up. However, the only place those are used is in the login field, all

correspondence will go to your usual email address. Unfortunately, it isn't possible to change the
username once it has been set.

PASC UK MEMBERS ONLY PAPERS

This is the current list of Members Only papers available in the Members area of the website.
- PASC UK Business Rates Claim Note England

A guide to ‘Claiming’ your property in England. You cannot ‘check’ You cannot ‘Check’ your properties
Business Rages until you have done this.

- PASC UK Business Rates Check Note England

24


mailto:admin@pascuk.co.uk

The guide will take you through ‘checking’ your Business Rates in England. It is vital that you book a
call with the Chair before completing and submitting this ‘Check’.

- PASC UK Template Privacy Policy June 2022

All businesses in the UK are required to have an up-to-date Privacy and Cookie. Not having one can
lead to fines. This document provides you with a template policy.

- PASC UK Template, Privacy Policies explained June 22

This document explains Privacy Policies

- PASC UK Template Cookie Policy and Guidance June 22

This document gives further guidance on Cookie and Privacy Policies
- PASC UK Guidance on using CCTV 2021

Having CCTV at business premises can bring benefits, however there are several stages of legal
compliance that you need to go through to operate such a system.

- PASC UK Template CCTV Policy June 2022
This document provides you with a basic CCTV Template Policy.
- PASC UK Guidance on completing a short form LIA

A ‘Legitimate Interests Assessment’ is a requirement if you have CCTV. This will guide you through
creating one.

- PASC UK Template LIA

This document is a template Legitimate Interests Assessment for CCTV

- PASC UK Template Breach Risk Assessment (Req if you have a GDPR breach)

This template will guide you through the steps to take if you have a breach of GDPR.

- PASC UK Record of Processing (This is what data that you store and for how long?)

This template gives you the headings for the types of data that you store and for how long.

- PASC UK Template Internet Fair Usage Policy

This template document can be inserted into your Terms and Conditions to cover fair internet usage

at your business.

- PASC UK EV Charging Guidance
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This guidance takes you through putting together an EV Charging Policy at your business, necessary
even if you do ot have EV charge points, to help protect against charging out of the window.

- PASC UK EV Charging Policy for Member’s T's & C’s

This template document can be inserted into your Terms and Conditions to cover EV charging at your
business, whether you provide the facility or not so as to help maintain insurance cover.

- PASC UK Ghosting Report

Ghosting is the practice that is employed by some self-catering agents whereby they leave your
property on their website after you have left, with ‘this property no longer available’ .... Book one of
these. This report tells you the steps you can take to have the property removed.

- PASC UK Risk summary of 3™ Party suppliers at Holiday lets

Having third party suppliers giving services to our guests at our businesses requires careful planning,
in order not to void insurance. This paper explains the steps to take to maintain insurance cover.
Covers chefs, mobile cooking companies, hot tub rental, bouncy castles. Entertainers etc.

- PASC UK ICO Registration Paper

This paper explains whether or not your business needs to register with the ICO. In 99% of cases PASC
UK Members will need to do so. It costs £40 to register.

- PASC UK ICO Registration FAQ's

This document answers the most common questions about registering with the ICO and why you
need to.

- PASC UK Guidance on damage caused by guest and your T's & C’s

This document provides Members with another clause for their T’s and C’s. this one to protect you if
guests cause damage to the property such that you have to cancel subsequent bookings and who

pays.

- PASC UK Template for clause in T’s C’s ref guest damage

This is the template clause to add to your Terms and Conditions to protect you if guest damage
causes future cancellations.

- PASC UK Guest Comms Paper

Improving the flow of Guest Communications from initial contact prebooking to post departure is one
of the key elements to improving guest satisfaction and driving up repeat bookings. This paper should

be taken in conjunction with the webinar on this subject in the Webinars section.

- PASC UK Influencer Paper
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Many Members have reported being contacted by influencer or media offering coverage of your
property in exchange for a free stay. There are several legal aspects to Members being offered this
that they need to be aware of. These are covered in this Paper.

PASC UK MEMBERS LOGO UPDATED

We have updated the logos for Members to display on their websites. We now have a full set of
Welsh versions too. A full variety of shapes and formats are available to suit all layouts.

PASC PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk www.pascuk.co.uk

MEMBER BENEFITS SUMMARISED

To carry out the lobbying work that we do on behalf of the Sector we need funding. 90% plus of this
funding comes from Membership Subscriptions.

Members will get.

e Access to Telephone Support

e Prompt email support

e Access to Members Benefits and Discounts. (Buying Group Membership details below)

e Members only Webinars, (Including ask the Chair sessions)

e Book Surgery Appointments with the Chair

e Specific Discounts on key products

e PASC UK Guides to reducing Business Rates

e Hard Copy of the Visit England Pink Book

e 25 and growing Special Interest Papers including legal docs such Privacy and Cookie Policies

What will be available to non-members?

e The PASC UK Covid newsletters

e Email support when available. (Members support comes first).
e Free Webinars

e Cleaning protocols

e Some General interest Papers
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We are currently making major investments in supporting you better and all this costs money, these
include.

e Sponsorship of the Visit England Pink book, to help promote the safe and legal aspects of our
sector

e Membership fees to the Tourism Alliance, UK Hospitality and Wales Tourism Alliance

e Surveys and reports to use data-based arguments to win support for the sector

e Legal papers to help inform and protect Members.

If you have not yet joined PASC UK, please consider joining NOW. Details below the Buying Club
information. https://bit.ly/3ptd4RU Thanks.

BUYING CLUB MEMBER BENEFIT FOR PAID PASC UK MEMBERS

We are really pleased to announce a partnership with Purchasing for Business.

More details on the new PASC UK website here: https://bit.ly/3ptd4RU

This is a Buying Club, it’s free to join if you are a paid up PASC UK Member. There will be no additional
fee for Members to join the Club.

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector.
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds.
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on
behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows: All per annum.

e Single cottage £70
e 2-—4Units £125

e 5-10Units £200
e 11+ Units £300

For companies like cleaning firms, or industry support companies, Trade Membership is £200, and you
will get a listing in the Trade Directory on the new website.

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Wishing each and every one of you all the best during these trying times.
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Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk

chair@pascuk.co.uk

07771 678028

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK

DISCLAIMER

We are in completely unchartered territory here, and any suggestions that we make are merely that
and you should carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, consult with your
Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. In addition, please be

very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social media. There appear

to be thousands of experts out there where my understanding is that there are very few.

To that end, any information you get from any source you must double check. | will always try and put
the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess yourselves. These

are unprecedented times, please take exceptional care.
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	Hot tub safety webinars and toolkit for accommodation providers

