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Commentary

Note: There will not be a Newsletter next Thursday 13 July unless
something major crops up as Alistair is on leave on Thursday and Friday,
thanks.

Remember please that Adrian is off work at the moment, so for the foreseeable future send all
emails to Alistair at chair@pascuk.co.uk and if you are a paid Member, use Alistair’s phone number,
which is below. Thanks. We wish Adrian a speedy recovery.

Three major things this week.
The first responses from the Welsh Government on Statutory Licensing.

Just as we were writing this on Wednesday evening the expected Welsh Government report on the
Consultation into the Statutory Licensing Scheme dropped in.

You can read it here: https://www.gov.wales/statutory-licensing-scheme-all-visitor-accommodation-
providers-wales

You can also read the full written statement from the Welsh Government here:
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-update-statutory-licensing-scheme-all-visitor-
accommodation-providers-wales

The latter document doesn’t actually say very much, other than Dawn Bowden MS, Deputy Minister
for Arts, Sport and Tourism, will get back to us later in the year.

What is clear is that the Consultation responses have had a far bigger impact this time. It does not
appear that we will see another “nine said 182” approach on this one. It is altogether softer in
language and approach, and | can almost hear comments made at the three Consultation meetings
being properly included.

We will of course go through it in fine detail, but it’s clear that the responses wanted registration,
not licensing, and that the Fit and Proper Person test was a bridge too far.
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This does not guarantee anything, but the language at least at this stage is far more ‘consultative’.
It offers some hope for a sensible outcome on this intervention, which if correctly implemented,
could be of great benefit to the sector, in rooting out bad actors and levelling up the paying field.

We will review in detail and report back.
Next Steps on 182 Days.

Today we attended the Cross-Party Group Meeting on Tourism at the Senedd. This is ably Chaired by
Sam Rowlands MS. We had a really good presentation from Visit Wales about how they are driving
international visitors to Wales and trying to drive up the visitor spend by doing so.

Post the presentation, we were once again able to highlight the incredible threat that 182 is now
presenting to all but the most robust and well-located self-catering businesses in Wales and the CPG
will be writing to the Minister to ask when the promised review of 182 Days will actually take place.

This question was followed up by Suzy Davies stating that this must also occur in this current Senedd
Term.

We are also working away in the background on a campaign to involve all of you, in supporting a call
for this review, and to add to the list of exemptions. This has required us to acquire some software
which is currently being installed and tested. We hope to be in a position by the next newsletter to
reveal your part in our plan.

Please volunteer to appear on SKY TV with your 182 Day Story

Finally, a last appeal for help please, we have a good opportunity from SKY TV to talk to them about
the impact of 182 and the impact of the Council Tax Premium. If you are willing to put yourselves
forwards, please let me know straightaway at chair@pascuk.co.uk | have managed to keep this one
live whilst we try to gather some case studies. This would be a powerful message to the Welsh
Government.

We have a short list that we can offer up but are really keen for more, thanks.

We will have more for you the week after next and will call a Wales Members Meeting to update you
fully and answer any of your questions in that Newsletter.

In the meantime, we hope that this improved weather is bringing in some much-needed late
bookings.
Best regards,

Alistair Handyside
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK — Wales Branch

www.pascuk.co.uk
chair@pascuk.co.uk
07771 678028
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Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch
DISCLAIMER

We are in unchartered territory here, and any suggestions that we make are merely that you should
carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional
Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the
best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and
assess yourselves.



