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Commentary

Note: Newsletters will be every two weeks through the summer unless
something major changes in Wales. Please make sure that you are on the
General PASC UK Newsletter that comes out every Tuesday, as that is
where Fire Stuff is covered in detail. Thanks.

Remember please that Adrian is off work at the moment, so for the foreseeable future send all
emails to Alistair at chair@pascuk.co.uk and if you are a paid Member, use Alistair’s phone number,
which is below. Thanks. We wish Adrian a speedy recovery.

General update

Short Fire Update

VOA 6048 Update

PASC UK Wales Members Meeting
Fire Webinars

General Update

It’s all gone a bit quiet with the Welsh Government as they take their extended summer break. We
are making good progress on preparation for the next phase of the campaign to try and gain further
exemptions to 182, and to get a formal date for a review into the threshold itself. It is now clear to
anyone and everyone the harm that this extreme measure is doing.

Meetings do continue with MS’s and officials during this time.
Scotland has announced its Consultation into thresholds and tax premiums to which PASC UK
responded. What they are thinking when they have a complete car-crash with the licencing scheme

there one can only imagine.

It’s entirely possible that the Scottish self-catering sector could effectively close in October, or only
continue to trade by doing so illegally. Only 2,000 of the 10,000 licensing applications have been
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processed despite the Scottish Government extending the deadline. We really hope that the Welsh
Government and Officials are watching this debacle and are prepared to learn from it.

We haven’t had a Members Meeting for a while, so we are calling one of those, no particular
agenda, just to update you generally, and to answer your questions, and hear your concerns. Details
below.

Short Fire Update
Please see the general Newsletter for details on Fire Guidance.

From a Wales perspective this is coming to Wales, both the new ‘Small’ Paying guest Guidance and
that it will be law to have a recorded Fire Rick Assessment, regardless of size and regardless of how
many nights you let, even one.

We are chasing to find out when this will come into effect in Wales, but it is a priority for them, so
we do not think it will long in coming.

Essentially this guide will form the basis, there WILL be some changes, particularly when referencing
New Builds, and there will be a translated version. So, it’s a good treating point to use this one to get
started if you have a small property that fits the criteria.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file
/1147723/A guide to making your small paying-guest-accommodation safe from fire.pdf

If you have a larger property, more than 4 bedrooms, sleep more than 10. more than two floors,
open plan area, you should start with this guide. It’s from 2003 and we are frantically trying to get a
new version released by the Home Office as it is pre-tech.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file
/422192/9281 Sleeping Accomodation v2.pdf

There are two Fire Webinars booked, which are Free to All, details at the bottom of this Newsletter.

Members questions are welcome on any issues that they have with their Fire Risk Assessments, and
we will answer as best we can. We are not ourselves fire safety experts and will do our best to try
and offer solutions or signposts to solutions. We are afraid that we cannot answer non-Members
guestions on fire issues.

V06048 Update

There have been no further changes this week to Form VO6048 online. The up-to-date guidance on
filling in VO6048 from PASC UK is here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

They have however changed the URL's, so we are publishing these at the bottom of the update note
so that you can find the one relevant to you.

We had a very productive meeting with several members of staff of the Valuation Office Agency
(VOA) on Monday and shared our concerns at the way that VO 6048 has been issued this year, in
both England and Wales.
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The VOA has now improved the findability of the VOA6048 forms online. Please see list at bottom of
this note:

The VOA has confirmed that incorrect forms were sent out to many people in the period 9-22 June
inclusive — Welsh forms when it should have been English and vice versa, for example. VOA now
states that you need to download the correct form online and are sending letters out to that effect.

If you have not received a form this spring/summer, that is not unusual. VOA has a cycle for sending
out forms. For example, in Wales the cycle is 50% of owners each year.

Always check that the version you are sent is the same as the latest one on the Gov.uk website, use
links below.

You are not expected to proactively go online and download a form. You can wait until you get a
form or a letter asking you to download a form through the post, and that’s when 56 days starts
ticking. If they don’t hear back from you, they will send reminders by post, and in extreme
circumstances by phone. It’s worth responding on time, otherwise the worst thing that can happen is
that you just get switched to Council Tax. This should only happen as a last resort and is unlikely to
happen within 100 days.

However, if your forms are normally sent to the letting property rather than to your home, you
should check if anything has been received there. It would be sensible to make sure that the VOA has
your owner address on file - they say they will send the forms to this owner address if they have it.

No further changes to forms are expected this year.

We reiterate that you must return these forms within 56 days - or you may find that your Business
Rates registration is cancelled, and you will have to pay Council Tax, or that you will start paying
increasing fines.

We recommend that you download a new, updated, clean copies here. There are six forms to choose
from:

In England, one if you are on Council Tax and want to register for Business Rates, and one if you are
already on Business Rates.

In Wales, the same as above, but Welsh Language versions available too.
MAKE SURE YOU ARE DOWNLOADING THE CORRECT VERSION.

Registering your Property for Business Rates. Possibly for the first time or you have hit the
thresholds required and want to go back onto business Rates.

If you are looking to register your property for Business Rates in England (To do that you will need

to have achieved 70 days let in all the units on the related property, period 1 April 2022-31 March

2023) download this form.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment _data/file

/1164407/England VO 6048 Self-catering holiday homes form of return English version -
property currently in Council Tax list request to move to business rates.pdf



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1164407/England_VO_6048_Self-catering_holiday_homes_form_of_return__English_version__-_property_currently_in_Council_Tax_list_request_to_move_to_business_rates.pdf
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If you are looking to register your property for Business Rates in Wales (To do that you will need to
have achieved 182 days as an average across all the units on the related property, period 1 April
2022-31 March 2023) download this form.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file
/1164399/Wales VO 6048 Self-catering holiday homes English version -

property currently in Council Tax list request to move to business rates.pdf

And in Welsh:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file
/1164403/Wales VO 6048 Self-

catering holiday homes Welsh version property currently in Council Tax list request to
move to business rates.pdf

If you are already on Business Rates you need to use the forms below.
In England

This form:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file
/1164408/England VO6048 shortened Self catering holiday homes English -

property currently in business rates.pdf

In Wales:

In Wales in English this form:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment _data/file
/1164404/Wales VO 6048 Shortened Self-catering holiday homes English version -

property currently in business rates.pdf

In Wales in Welsh this form:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file
/1164405/Wales VO 6048 Shortened Self-

catering holiday homes Welsh version property currently in_business rates.pdf

Any other questions Members think that should be raised, please email chair@pascuk.co.uk

Wales Members Meeting
Thursday 3" August at 1100

General update, and to answer your questions, paid up Members only please.

Please register here:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZlscu-gpzkoHNyRo cOxEJ-npOX3PNCd5aT

You will be asked for your business name, and after approval, an invitation link will be sent.

Fire Webinars
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1/ FIRE WEBINAR TWO OPEN TO ALL
Date: 1100 on Tuesday 1 August

This webinar will be recorded and placed in the public area on the website. The keynote Speaker will
be Matthew Armer, who heads up Fire Policy at the Home Office. He will update us all on what the
changes are and the impact that they are having on doing Fire Risk Assessments, which will become
law for all on 1 October 2023. There will also be two companies presenting fire mitigation products,
followed by a Q&A. We anticipate that we will be covering significant mitigations such as Fire Doors
and thumb locks.

Initial presenters

e Alistair Handyside, Chair PASC UK.

e Paul Bray, PASC UK Retained Fire safety expert

e A keynote speaker

¢ 2 X Additional Key product presentations to mitigate fire risk
e Q&A

Register here:
https://lusO6web.zoom.us/webinar/reqgister/WN 0Gi9ixxmOKmBFt5FiLmWPA

We'll need your business name too please; you’ll receive a link to the webinar after registration
2/ FIRE WEBINAR THREE OPEN TO ALL
Date: 1100 on Tuesday 15 August

This webinar will be recorded and placed in the public area on the website. We will shortly be
updating the detail of this webinar to provide details of the Keynote speaker and the fire mitigation
products companies that will be presenting. There will also be a Q&A.

Initial presenters

e Alistair Handyside, Chair PASC UK.

e Paul Bray, PASC UK Retained Fire safety expert

e Keynote speaker: Matthew Armer, Head of Fire Policy at the Home Office
¢ 2 X Additional Key product presentations to mitigate fire risk

* Q&A

Register here:
https://lusO6web.zoom.us/webinar/reqgister/WN_FLzHiyFOTMWaBDeJCfgtJA

We’'ll need your business name too please; you'll receive a link to the webinar after registration.

In the meantime, we hope that this improved weather is bringing in some much-needed late
bookings.
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Best regards,

Alistair Handyside
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK — Wales Branch

www.pascuk.co.uk
chair@pascuk.co.uk
07771 678028
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DISCLAIMER

We are in unchartered territory here, and any suggestions that we make are merely that you should
carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional
Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the
best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and
assess yourselves.
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