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Commentary

Firstly, some great news, Adrian Greason Walker makes a very welcome return to the team jus when
we need him most as we accelerate the ‘Review 182’ Campaign. Welcome back.
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e The Five Phases of Lobbying to Support ‘Review 182’

¢ In case you missed it... New regulations coming in for business waste
recycling in Wales

o Still looking for Volunteers Repeat

e Free Al Training for Small Businesses from Google

e Deadline for Voluntary National Insurance Contributions extended to April
2025

General Update
Normally you start reading the email and get a Nag! Nag! Nag from the Chair. Not this week ©
We now have over 1350 responses to the Survey, a record for any tourism survey in Wales, huge

thanks to each and every one of you who have taken part and please, please, if you haven'’t, please
take part today.



The great response last week to the survey also meant that we could launch the petition early too,
and now over 1150 letters have been sent from to your representatives in Wales, again huge thanks
if you have done, and please, please do take part if you haven’t already to help maintain the
momentum.

Review 182 is beginning to build up a head of steam, and with your help we can use all the pressure
it creates to force a meaningful meeting with Welsh Government and Officials to formally get a
Review of 182.

There has also been a positive development about how the Visitor Economy in Wales can inform and
influence both Visit Wales and the Government. It is expected that an Advisory Board and Terms of
Reference are the next steps.

As soon as we have any further information that we can share we will let you know.

We do have some leads into getting hold of Griff Rhys Jones and are actively pursuing that.

Nothing new to report on Statutory Licensing or the Tourism Levy at the moment as the Senedd has
been closed, we are expecting a statement on Statutory Licencing in mid September on the next

steps and will share that with you as soon as we hear anything.

Paid Members questions welcome on the changes to Fire Regs, we know they are challenging for
many, and will do what we can to help signpost you to solutions.

Until next week...

Best regards Alistair

The Five Phases of Lobbying to Support ‘Review 182’
Phase one:

Gather the data, that means you all filling in the survey below, getting friends and colleagues
in the sector to do the same. Survey is here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/M8HNPLD

Update.... Over 1350 Responses in now and lots of help still to come on this from partners
who also want to see “Review 182”. Please keep spreading the word on this, fill it in if you
have not, share on Facebook and amongst local hospitality groups, thanks.

Phase two:

What an incredible first week, over 1150 letters already sent in to your MS’s and MP’s. We
have made this really easy for you. We have embedded a package called iParl into the
website. You click on the link that we provide, and you are taken to a microsite, where all you
do is enter your Postcode and it pre-populates for you. You enter your address, your name
and hit send.... Bingo.

We can track how many are sent and are looking for a least 30 per MS. It takes just over a
minute, so please click here, and help us help you: https://pascuk.eaction.online/182Wales



https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/M8HNPLD
https://pascuk.eaction.online/182Wales

Phase three:

We are planning an ‘all self-catering/all Wales’ not just PASC UK Members webinar, to run
through everything 182. It’s working title is ‘Review 182’ and it will take place early in
September. We have commitments from MS’s, the Wales Tourism Alliance and more. It’s
complicated pulling events like this together but we hope to have detail for the next
Newsletter.

Update.... We are pulling together dates for this, and will let you know asp what the date is. It
will be called ‘Review 182’

Phase Four:

Armed with all the data from the survey and meeting, combining applied by phases one -
three, we once again ask for a proper review meeting with the Welsh Government on 182, a
commitment to a Review Date, and how that Review will take place. We also want more
exemptions to support the businesses.

Update.... We have added an additional research and data element here. PASC UK Cymru Has
been asked by the Wales Tourism Alliance to Chair a ‘Task and Finish’ report into the impact
of 182 on the wider impact of the 182 threshold on the Welsh Visitor Economy, this is now
underway.

Phase Five:

Ask for a “182 Review” as a main agenda appoint for a CPG Meeting and provide supporting MS’s with
a list of questions to ask at every opportunity in the Senedd. For example, when a statement is being
made on jobs, we have a connected question on why the Welsh Government is putting so many jobs
at risk, if they talk about agriculture, we have a question about how rural self-catering cannot hit 182
and so on.

Update.... We have added this additional phase to apply as much pressure on the Welsh
Government as possible to get that high level meeting, to discuss date of Review for 182 and
further exemptions.

We need to get a good response to Phase Two, that means you need to respond in even greater
numbers than the survey. 60 Senedd Members and we need at least an average of 30 letters each,
so that’s nearly 2,000 of you to take part. So need to get skates on.

We are still on target for key meeting with Ministers in late September/early October, ambitious, but
possible.

In case you missed it.....New regulations coming in for business waste recycling in
Wales

In Wales from 6 April 2024, all businesses, including self-catering accommodation, will need to
comply with new regulations for waste recycling.

You will need to separate:
* Food waste (if more than 5kg per week)
* Paper and card



* Glass

* Metal, plastic and cartons
from general waste.

Macerators and similar technologies should be decommissioned/uninstalled if they go into the mains
sewer. Food waste can no longer go to the sewers.

You need to ensure that you have systems in place for 6 April 2024, and you will need to check with
your waste and recycling collector about what arrangements they are making to comply with the
new Welsh Government regulations.

You can find out more about the new recycling regulations in Wales on the gov.wales website:
https://www.gov.wales/workplace-recycling
https://www.gov.wales/changes-workplace-recycling-guidance-workplaces

The final Code of Practice is expected to be available later this year, but there is a draft Code of
Practice available now: https://www.gov.wales/separate-collection-waste-materials-recycling-code-

practice-wales

Still looking for Volunteers Repeat

The phases laid out in the commentary at the top will, inevitably, lead to media interest. This has
always been our weakest link, finding volunteers that are prepared to put the heads above the
parapet.

We need more than the handful of brave souls that we currently have. Today | have had Bloomberg
interested, previously Sky TV, they go nowhere without YOUR help.

So, if you are prepared to help, drop me a note to chair@pascuk.co.uk

What we really need is any Welsh speaking, self-catering business that will fail 182. Have yet to find
one that will speak up ® If you can’t speak Welsh but think that any of the exemptions listed in the
survey could help save your business, that would be great too. Look forward to hearing from you.

Free Al Training for Small Businesses from Google

Google have launched Al (Artificial Intelligence) focused on-line training for people and businesses to
help capture the benefits of Al, whether it’s to save time, get a new job or grow your business.

https://businesswales.gov.wales/news-and-blogs/news/free-ai-training-start-ups-and-small-
businesses

Deadline for Voluntary National Insurance Contributions extended to April 2025

Taxpayers now have until 5 April 2025 to fill gaps in their National Insurance record from April 2006
that may increase their State Pension - an extension of nearly 2 years.
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https://businesswales.gov.wales/news-and-blogs/news/deadline-voluntary-national-insurance-
contributions-extended-april-2025

Members questions are welcome on any issues that they have with their Fire Risk Assessments, and
we will answer as best we can. We are not ourselves fire safety experts and will do our best to try
and offer solutions or signposts to solutions. We are afraid that we cannot answer non-Members
guestions on fire issues.

Best regards,

Alistair Handyside
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK — Wales Branch

www.pascuk.co.uk
chair@pascuk.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER

We are in unchartered territory here, and any suggestions that we make are merely that you should
carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional
Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the
best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and
assess yourselves.
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