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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
19th October 2023 

 
Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary  

• Out and About - Visit Wales Autumn Roadshows Report (12 & 18th October 2023) 

• Review 182 Day Campaign – Update 

• Opening up the debate in Welsh Local Authorities: PASC UK support for Pembrokeshire 
Councillor Huw Murphy 

• Package Travel Regulations Reform Consultation 

• The ‘Rolling’ 182/252 Day thresholds explained…well we’ll try to? (Repeat) 

• Time to register for Self-Assessment! (Repeat) 

• Fire Regulations – Where to find useful information 

• WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 
 

Commentary 

PASC UK WALES MEMBERS MEETING TODAY (19th October 2023) The meeting today was an update 
to Members our activities in Wales and to answer any questions that Members may have. The 
meeting was recorded and will be placed on the PASC UK website shortly. 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/  

Briefing reports are given below on our campaign for a 182 Day review and the recently attended 
Welsh Government ‘Growing tourism for the good of Wales’ roadshows. Related to the campaign is 
the recent motion placed by two Pembrokeshire County Councillors. PASC UK has committed to 
providing its in-principle support to Cllr Huw Murphy in his efforts to open-up Local Authority debate 
on ‘The’ issue. 

We have now received four early responses to our ‘Freedom of Information’ (FoI) requests which 
were forwarded to all 22 Local authorities to ask whether they have used their discretionary powers 
to waive Council Tax bills, using section 13A(1)(c) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992. Early 
reports indicate, as suspected, that LAs have only utilised the power in a handful of cases, with no 
reports to date of it being ustilised for anything related to self-catering properties. It is a power that 
our Ministers continue to point at, which unless it is actually used is of little comfort to those who 
will not hit 182 days. We will give you a full report on the returns received from the FOI requests in 
due course.   
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/


 2 

Package Travel Regulations. These regulations are over burdensome for small business and makes 
selling offers such as… ‘Book a weekend at the Ty Hapus Self-Catering and enjoy a round of golf on 
us’ too great a financial risk given the level of protection that you would currently need to offer 
prospective customers. PASC UK will be preparing a response to the call for evidence, but are keen 
to hear from members if they wish to add their voice. The call for evidence closes 13th December. 
 
News Coverage: We have had some great news coverage this week, not least today…  
 

- Holiday lets selling up due to second home tax, MS says - BBC News Many thanks to members 
Carol Smith and Robin Leatherbarrow for giving interviews to the BBC. 
 

- Oliver Hides, ‘The Phone in’ today (19/10/23) discussed the proposals for the premium in 
Conwy, thanks also to John for engaging. Catch it on catch 
up…https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m001rf6m   

 
- Also : https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12603773/Second-home-owners-welcome-

Businesses-holiday-hotspots-shops-tourist-money-survival.html  
 

- ...and an opinion piece from one of our more well known and long standing members, 
Ashford Price of the National Showcaves Centre for Wales 
https://swanseabaynews.com/2023/10/11/opinion-ashford-price-just-how-sick-is-welsh-
tourism/ 

 
Once we have all our research and information returned from the Campaign work and assessed we 
hope to meet directly with the Welsh Government and Plaid Cymru to present the evidence to seek 
an early review of the 182 Day threshold alongside the WTA and UK Hospitality. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adrian 
 
Adrian Greason-Walker 
PASC UK – Wales Branch 

 
Out and About - Visit Wales Autumn Roadshows Report (12 & 18th October 2023)  
 
Alistair attended the South East Roadshow on the 12 October at the Coldra Court Hotel, Chepstow, 
whilst Adrian attended the Llangollen Pavilion Roadshow yesterday (18/010/23).  
 
Both the Llangollen and Chepstow meetings were well attended, with circa 150 present. 
Departmental Head, Jason Thomas and Steffan Roberts, CEO Visit Wales introduced both days 
discussing policy and notably starting with a statement that ‘the Welsh Government is always 
reviewing policy’ and in a headline context relating to the 182-day issue. Our Campaign for a ‘Review 
of 182’ was openly acknowledged. Visit Wales also confirmed that grading and signage will remain 
free. Great news! 
 
Topics discussed also included tourism ‘licensing’, the proposed Tourism Levy or tax as we prefer to 
call it and proposed amendments to the school year. The good news was that the Levy is unlikely to 
be adopted before 2027 as the Welsh Government will need data from a licensing scheme before 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-67145360?xtor=ES-208-%5b65272_NEWS_NLB_ABC_WK42_THU_19_OCT%5d-20231019-%5bbbcnews_holidaysletstax_newswales%5d
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m001rf6m
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12603773/Second-home-owners-welcome-Businesses-holiday-hotspots-shops-tourist-money-survival.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12603773/Second-home-owners-welcome-Businesses-holiday-hotspots-shops-tourist-money-survival.html
https://swanseabaynews.com/2023/10/11/opinion-ashford-price-just-how-sick-is-welsh-tourism/
https://swanseabaynews.com/2023/10/11/opinion-ashford-price-just-how-sick-is-welsh-tourism/
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any move could be made on taxation. An announcement will be made with regard to licensing 
before 2024. 
 
Whilst there was no mention made of economic reviews of impacts of the combined legislation in 
Chepstow, Adrian Greason-Walker was able to raise this directly at the Llangollen meeting, asking for 
a full Economic Impact Assessment (EIA) that covers recent tourism or related legislative changes. 
Adrian offered to assist with the scoping exercise. 
 
Both Steffan Roberts and Jason Thomas have suggested that a meeting with Ministers maybe 
possible to discuss the 182 Day threshold in the near future. It would provide us with the 
opportunity to provide a dossier of evidence to prove the negative impact of the new policy and we 
hope kick start a fill EIA. We will be writing to Rebecca Evans MS, Minister for Finance shortly. 
 
Whilst questions were somewhat muted from the floor in Chepstow, asking questions on the impact 
of legislative changes undertaken by the Welsh Government particularly with regard to the threshold 
made up the majority at the Llangollen show. Well done to all members present!  
 

Review 182 Day Campaign – Update 
 
Firstly, if any of you have an up-dates on meetings relevant to 182 or suggestions for further 
activities, please let us know at adriangwalker@gmail.com 
 
The Survey Now closed we hit the target of 1500. An excellent result and thanks for help on this, we 
know that most are tiring of surveys. The Reports is attached, and there is a link to the report 
here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-z8BBk4_2F6lijd3DsMap4utA_3D_3D/ 
  
The key data points have not changed. 
  

• Of the 50% who said they hit 182 last year, only 25% think they will this year. 
• 70% are discounting to try and achieve it. 
• 42% selling or considering selling 

  
Please feel free to use and publish this information as you see fit. 
  
The Petition: This too is going well, with over 3.400 letter sent in. 

 
The purpose of this was to both raise attention to the plight of owners, but also to try and flush out 
any ‘non-standard’ more interesting responses that may vary from a party line for us to follow up on. 
We have had this and are following up with Plaid Cymru, Liberals and some Labour MSs to seek 
meetings with them also. It was not also not unexpected that the Labour MD’s towed the party line. 
We would like to get this past 3500 if we can, and then close it. 
  
We will now consider, having seen how this system works in practice, how to follow up with the next 
one. Owners clearly have an appetite to do this. We are taking advice on this from some Public 
Affairs companies, as to how best to proceed. One of the interesting things that you can do in iParl is 
look to see who gets the letter or the Constituencies that they are sent from. This is map showing 
the breadth of the letters sent in by owners. 

mailto:adriangwalker@gmail.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-z8BBk4_2F6lijd3DsMap4utA_3D_3D/
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All Wales Webinar - We have not yet pulled together a date on this, coordinating diaries whilst 
doing all the Fire Webinars proved challenging to say the least. We still think it’s worth a try and may 
draw in some that have previously been inactive. We will update on this as soon as we can. 
  
What’s needed for a proper Meeting with Ministers? - We could probably get that meeting booked 
now, even at the Visit Wales Roadshow there was a reluctant acceptance of the need to look at 182, 
our instincts though are to gather more data. The Officials that we are meeting with are saying that 
although they hear from pretty much all of you that things are bleak this year, there needs to be 
more data to support this, as they also have some Visit Wales businesses saying that business is fine. 
These will be the top end graded business, on top of their marketing, long established with good 
repeats. They are not indicative of the whole sector. We are therefore setting out on a mission to try 
get as much data as we can on actual bookings. 
  
The period that we are looking at will be 1 April 2022 to the end of October Half Term 2022 
compared to 1 April 2023 to the end of October Half Term 2023 as we cannot assess a full year. (We 
are agreeing what date as everyone had a view on when Half Term ends currently). This will be an 
occupancy report, comparing no of days let in the period. Some may be able to provide ADR’s too 
(Average Daily Rates) to see what trends there are there. We have sent requests to various 
organisations and booking platforms that we have relationships to try and get them to provide this 
data, based on real bookings. When we have assembled what we get back, we will report back to 
you to see how useful it is. 
  
Any other suggestions on how we might gather compelling data gratefully received. 
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Opening up the debate in Welsh Local Authorities: PASC UK support for 
Pembrokeshire Councillor Huw Murphy  

 
Last week we reported that Pembrokeshire Councillor Huw Murphy had brought forward a Motion 
to ask for Pembrokeshire wide reduction in the Welsh Government threshold. We are keen to 
support his campaign and have written to him (11/10/23) to express this. We hope to catch up with 
Cllr Murphy in due course to offer assistance where appropriate. This may, in its own right, be the 
catalyst for similar debates across Wales, opening up discussions within Welsh Local Authorities 
around what is and is not legally and financially practicable. 
 

Package Travel Regulations Reform Consultation 
 
The Package Travel Regulations are currently retained EU law and are a real barrier to tourism 
business and related businesses to be able offer value-added products to their customers on what 
may be deemed packages. So come stay at the ‘Seven Stars and enjoy a round of golf’ are not 
propositions that you can simply offer on a casual basis. Brexit has made little or no difference to this 
We have campaigned as a sector for a small, but very important change to the definition of what 
constitutes a package in the domestic sector this would make a big difference via the WTA and the 
English Tourism Alliances.  
 
The Tourism Alliance have published a policy White paper on their website. If you are seeking to set 
up a value-added product (deemed a ‘package’) we suggest you read it: 
https://tourismalliance.com/package-travel-regulations-policy-white-paper 
 
Anyway it does look as though the UK Government are now going to consider the suggested changes 
to the PTRs so that consumers remain adequately protected, but so that unnecessary red-tape can 
be removed and free up tourism businesses to provide more value to holidaymakers. 
 
PASC UK will be putting forward a response and giving evidence on your behalf, so please if you do 
have any comments on the above please pass them to me adriangwalker@gmail.com.  The 
Government's press release here and the full call for evidence here. 
 

The ‘Rolling’ 182/252 Day thresholds explained (Repeat) 
 
Firstly, we have had a number of members query the 182 Day and 252 Day so called ‘rolling’ 
threshold. We thought a little more explanation would not go amiss this week. But…and it is a ‘BIG’ 
but, we have to caveat that we answer this to the best of our knowledge – the tripartite of 
organisations who devise the legislation (Welsh Government & the local taxation policy 
department); the Valuation Office Agency (who manage the rating registers) and the Welsh Billing 
Authorities (your local authority) have not made it easy to understand! 
 
So, what does a ‘rolling year’ mean? 
 
On the 1 April 2023, a property will remain on the rating list (or be added to it) if it has met the new 
criteria over the preceding 12 months. It will not be necessary to wait until 252 days have passed and 
182 days letting have been achieved after 1 April 2023, if the criteria have already been met up to 
that date.  
 

https://tourismalliance.com/package-travel-regulations-policy-white-paper
mailto:adriangwalker@gmail.com
https://tourismalliance.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8449afced80e28e52143371e7&id=b3c77a4468&e=a8ebfe2dbf
https://tourismalliance.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8449afced80e28e52143371e7&id=8220e5ecc8&e=a8ebfe2dbf
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The reason that the VOA are specifically requesting evidence for the 12 months prior to 1 April 2023 
is because this is the date on which the new criteria take practical effect. It is, therefore, necessary to 
establish whether or not the criteria are met at that point.   
 
To remain classified as non-domestic, a property must meet the new criteria on 1 April 2023 and 
continue to meet them on each day thereafter. If a property does not meet the criteria on 1 April 
2023, it may meet them on any day thereafter and apply to be re-classified as non-domestic from 
the relevant date. It would not be necessary to wait a full year.  
 
New businesses will not be entered onto the rating list until all the criteria are met. For a new 
business to be classified as non-domestic prior to 1 April 2023, it would need to have met the 
previous criteria (140 days available and 70 days let). To be classified as non-domestic after 1 April 
2023, it would need to meet the new criteria. In effect there are two sets of criteria for the year 
2022/23 that you need to pass if you are to stay on the Non-Domestic Rating list – 70/140 for 
2022/23 and 182/252 to qualify for NDBR from the start of 2023/24. 
 
Local authorities will adjust council tax and NDR bills from the ‘effective date’ of a listing change. Any 
council tax already paid in respect of a period after the effective date of a non-domestic re-
classification will be refunded by the local authority, but not before. 
 
The criteria from 1st April 2023 therefore apply on a continuous basis and the period should be 
thought of as a rolling 12 months, rather than a fixed period which is reset once annually on the 
same date.  
 
If compliance with the criteria is found to have lapsed, the VOA will seek to identify the specific day, 
‘the effective’ date on which the criteria ceased to be met over the preceding 12 months. If 
compliance is subsequently achieved again, then the VOA will seek to identify the relevant date from 
which a property should be relisted for non-domestic rates. The VOA seeks to determine the specific 
date on which the criteria are met, or cease to be met, as the case may be.  
 
Simples!  
 
What we do not understand is… 
 
Businesses now have to ensure that they are continually aware of the ‘effective date’ as to when 
they are eligible for re/entry to the non-domestic register and when they are not, as of the 1st April 
2023, which basically means the operator has to maintain a daily ‘rolling’ record to stay abreast of 
their rating status.  With this in mind: 
 
a. how is this to be reported to the VOA & Billing Authority?  
b. how will both the billing authorities and the VOA manage businesses moving between registers in 
order to accurately bill & refund accordingly. Especially as the current monitoring system is based on 
an annual return (Form VO 6048) to the VOA? 
 
We have written to the VOA asking these questions. 
 
Time to register for Self-Assessment (Repeat) 
 
For those new to the industry registering for Self-Assessment is an essential requirement for people 
with an untaxed income.HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) has sent us a reminder to inform anyone 
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who is new to Self-Assessment for the 2022 to 2023 tax year that they have until 5 October to tell 
HMRC and register. The deadline for customers to file their tax return online and pay any tax owed 
for the 2022 to 2023 tax year is 31 January 2024.  
 
Whatever anyone’s circumstances, if you are self-employed and have any income that you have not 
already paid UK tax on, you need to register for Self-Assessment. 
 
You can use HMRC’s online checking tool on GOV.UK to quickly assess whether you will need to 
complete a tax return and the step-by-step guide to check what you need to do to file a first Self-
Assessment tax return. For further information please select the following link It’s time to register 
for Self Assessment, says HMRC - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

Fire Regulations – Where to find useful information 

Fire Risk Assessments should follow the Government Guidance provided by the Home Office. In 
March the Home Office published a guide to fire safety in small paying guest accommodation 
(Making your small paying guest accommodation safe from fire - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)), in order to 
support responsible persons in carrying out fire risk assessments in these types of premises.  
 
Welsh Government Advice can now be found here: 
https://www.llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2023-09/sut-i-ddiogelu-eich-llety-
gwesteion%20rhag-tan.pdf. (Cymraeg). 
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-07/guide-to-making-your-
guestaccommodation-safe-from-fire.pdf (English)  
 
The fire regs webinar held on the 26/27 September has been placed in the Fire Safety Section on the 
PASC UK website:  https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/  . You can also find a range of 
supporting papers to help with your Fire Risk Assessment.  

We have also updated the Fire Notices into Welsh; they can be found here alongside the English 
version: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/ 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 
communications, please email Alistair Handyside at chair@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales 
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list. Previous Wales 
Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 

Best wishes, 
 
Adrian Greason-Walker 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK – Wales Branch 
 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
adriangwalker@gmail.com 
07749 785147 
 

https://www.gov.uk/check-if-you-need-tax-return
https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/guidance/check-what-you-need-to-do-to-file-your-first-self-assessment-tax-return/start/?c=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/its-time-to-register-for-self-assessment-says-hmrc
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/its-time-to-register-for-self-assessment-says-hmrc
https://www.llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2023-09/sut-i-ddiogelu-eich-llety-gwesteion%20rhag-tan.pdf
https://www.llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2023-09/sut-i-ddiogelu-eich-llety-gwesteion%20rhag-tan.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-07/guide-to-making-your-guestaccommodation-safe-from-fire.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-07/guide-to-making-your-guestaccommodation-safe-from-fire.pdf
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsDg0YsVVdCc78SczTQWzB/ALCIv-BTY4Ft
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/
mailto:chair@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:adriangwalker@gmail.com
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DISCLAIMER 
 
We are in unchartered territory here, and any suggestions that we make are merely that you should 
carefully consider your own business policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional 
Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the 
best of our knowledge basis’. 
 
In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and 
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there 
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We 
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and 
assess yourselves.  


