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COMMENTARY

Thank you all for your engagement this week and for being so responsive. This has also been a
welcome opportunity for me to ‘meet’ a few more of you.

Thanks also for your comments on the newsletter, | intend to keep it concise and relevant and above
all easy for you to read quickly. Don’t forget the ‘call to action’ section, it seems there’s always
something to do and we couldn’t do it without you.

Alistair has been snowed under this week with MP meetings and making headway on our cause, so |
will signpost you to some of the relevant updates in the general newsletter.

By the time you read this | should be fully functional with my new PASC UK email address
nicky@pascuk.co.uk so please start using this. The other personal email will remain active.

Don’t forget to visit the ‘what we need from you this week’ section...

Kind regards
Nicky

Nicky Williamson
PASC UK — Wales Branch
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TOURISM MINISTER APPOINTED

As you know already, Hannah Blythyn, is our new Tourism Minister, having been given the
responsibility for Tourism and Hospitality within her role as Minister for Social Partnership.
The latest Visit Wales Tourism Update (below) tells us a little more about Hannah and her
background and there is a further link to her profile in the article.

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3954fdc

This is great for our sector to have Hannah dedicated to Tourism & Hospitality and we are very much
looking forward to meeting Hannah and working together.

SEPARATED WASTE COLLECTIONS FOR WORKPLACES

Thank you to all of you who emailed me regarding the above. We were pleased to see that there are
positive stories, as well as the obvious challenges. Next stage for us is to engage with NRW to
outline some of the very real practicalities for our sector and gain some support on how we manage
this together.

TOURISM VISITOR LEVY

| attended the working group meeting for the Visitor Levy along with representatives from all
sectors, advocate organisations and officials.

It was a bit ‘cart before the horse’ as the focus of the meeting was how to spend the Levy, when we
don’t yet know the crucial detail eg what it is, how it will be charged/collected, how much etc but we
were able to raise some points around the complexity of charging a levy eg multiple booking
levels/suppliers.

The discussion came with the very strong caveat that we do not support a Tourism Levy over and

above current costs. With that said, there were some really clear stipulations from the attendees:

IF it were to come in:

- Funds raised must not used to plug gaps in current LA budgets and allocation of spend must be
transparent and Tourism related.

- Funds raised be allocated by a ‘local cross functional panel’ to include private sector local
tourism businesses not just local authorities.

- Projects completed be clearly signposted that this is funded by the Tourism Levy, enabling
communities and visitors to see the benefit.

- Projects suggested to be clearly tangible and potentially used for quite radical/game-changer
projects, not just ‘Business as Usual’

The Levy Administration Survey seeks to understand the additional costs/work required to
administer the Levy. This closes on 19% April (also in the call to action).
https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/visitorlevyadmincostssurvey/ Please complete this to the best of
your ability (again a bit ‘cart before the horse’!).
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IN THE NEWS: DAILY POST ARTICLE

This article in the Daily Post this week talks about the plans to manage the numbers of second
homes and holiday lets in the Eryri National Park by introducing an Article 4 Direction in the National
Park, which aims to restrict new holiday homes and second homes (currently 17.4% of all Eryri
properties).

It also talks about Gwynedd and Conwy’s plans outside of the National Park and the efforts of those
opposing this.
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/money/other/eryri-holiday-home-controls-move-step-closer-as-
opponents-build-73-000-war-chest/ar-BB1IEd2Z?ocid=socialshare

IN THE NEWS: ITV PROGRAMME ‘Wales this Week’

Many of you will have seen — or featured in - this 30 min documentary last week which asks whether
the second home owners are being made scapegoats.
https://www.itv.com/watch/news/wales-this-week-second-home-scapegoats/238qwhy

It was quite a balanced programme but Thank you to some of our self/catering business owners and

members, who made a very good case on our behalf.

Key takeaways for me were:

e The impact of the 182 days on the sector including

o chaos and uncertainty created by mistakes and
o Having to discount pricing to meet the 182 days to a point where the business is not
profitable.

e There was a suggestion that LAs have the discretion to reduce the 182 day threshold. Having
looked into this we don’t believe this is in fact the case, however Plaid Cyrmru MP, Ben Lake was
featured suggesting that having completed a year of this policy, we should now reflect on
whether to address the threshold or add exemptions.

e £4.3m income has been raised from second homes council tax premium in the region, while only
£137K spent on affordable housing in same period - currently £8m in a pot for affordable housing

PASC UK BUYING CLUB

Great webinar yesterday on the PASC UK Buying Club. This is a free benefit for PASC members,
originally set up by Gurvinda and Alistair for PASC members, since expanded out to other businesses.
It now leverages the buying potential of 10,000 members, which means great savings for all of us.

It offers excellent savings on everything from Energy to Petrol to Beds to Hardware with more being
added all the time ... and if nothing else it can provide a sense check that we are not paying too
much.

I’'m sometimes guilty of saying ‘it’s too good to be true —there must be a catch’... well my take is that
it isn’t too good to be true, it simply draws on the buying potential of all of us together, while giving
suppliers access to a huge number of potential customers they wouldn’t easily be able to reach
normally... win/win.
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Both the Webinar recording and the slides from yesterday’s Webinar are in the members section of
the PASC UK website... well worth looking at.

ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES Update 16 April

Alistair continues to work tirelessly with our MPs to oppose the abolition of FHL allowances — Further
update in this week’s General newsletter. Please find link
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

The following PASC UK meetings are coming soon:
e Wales Members Meeting (Zoom) — 11.am on 25 April 2024
e Intro to me! Nicky Williamson having taken over from Adrian to lead PASC UK Cymru in
Wales.
e How we are looking at each Welsh Government intervention, and reviewing how we can try
and reset each approach to try and make headway, especially in the light of a new Minister.
e An update on FHL abolition too,
... plus plenty of opportunity to talk about business levels and to answer any questions Members
may have.

Please register here: https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMuc-
aarigvH9AeRm4xke2 AoATZYzWnC5Mi

(As soon as we have checked Membership status, we will send you a link to join the meeting,
look forwards to seeing you there.)

e PASC UK In-person members meeting, Worcester — 24 April 2024 (NOT Wales specific)
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-members-meeting-worcester-april-2024-tickets-
856790582697 ?aff=oddtdtcreator

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1) Welsh visitor levy: Administration costs survey — deadline 5.00pm on 19 April 2024
https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/visitorlevyadmincostssurvey/
The Welsh Revenue Authority’s survey to estimate the costs to your businesses of administration
tasks associated with a visitor levy.

2) Last call (if you haven’t already) to sign the FHL Petition shared in the PASC UK General
newsletter (currently at 3,953 but trying to get to 10,000). Still open for another week
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/658866
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WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Alistair Handyside at chair@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-
reports/

#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are
very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will
always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and
assess yourselves.
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