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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
16th May 2024 

Today’s update includes: 

• Commentary 

• PASC UK Cymru In-Person Meeting, North West Wales 

• Abolition of FHL Allowances Update 14 May 

• Ceredigion Group 

• Local group meetings / MP Meetings 

• 182 Days:  Farming Today Interview 

• Tourism Tax / Visitor Levy 

• In the news: Various articles this week 

• Dates for the diary / Members Meetings 

• What we need from you this week? 

• Wales information and where to find it 

• Disclaimer 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you at the next in-person meeting which will be in North West 
Wales in Abergele on 5 June.  You will find the link to book below and in the ‘Dates for your Diary’ 
section. 
 
Alistair continues the fiight to stop the abolition of FHL with various engagements including meeting 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Jeremy Hunt. 
 
There have been a number of meetings between MPs and members in Wales in the past few weeks 
and in the General newsletter we share a case study of an MP visit to an FHL business.  We are happy 
to see more local groups forming and welcome the opportunity to support you in either of the above 
activities.   
 
There has been a lot of media coverage in the last week or so, so plenty of ‘bedtime reading’ for you 
this week. 
 
Also, a heads up that Alistair will be on holiday from the 19-27th May and is under strict instruction to 
switch off unless absolutely urgent! 
 
Kind regards 
Nicky 

Nicky Williamson, PASC UK – Wales Branch nicky@pascuk.co.uk   

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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NORTHWEST WALES PASC UK CYMRU MEMBERS MEETING. 5 June 1030-1230. 
 
We now have the venue for the PASC UK Cymru North Wales Meeting on the 5th June, from 1030-
1230. It will be The Kinmel & Kinspa, Abergele, LL22 9AS. 
 
We would love to see as many of you as possible at the meeting and look forward to some good 
discussion.   
 
To attend the Wales meeting, please click on the Eventbrite Link.  
 
We are charging £10 to help cover costs of these meetings, but this is per business not per person, 
so please advise us if you are bringing more than one for catering purposes. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-
905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator  

 
 
ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES Update 14 May 
 
For a full update on Abolition of FHL Allowances please refer to the general newsletter.  
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/ 
 
Highlights this week include a meeting with Jeremy Hunt MP, Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
 
A couple of reminders: 
The FHL Paper commissioned from Francis Clark is available below 
here for Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/  and  
here for Non Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  
 
The first Webinar with Francis Clark took place this week and the recording is available in the 
Webinars section of the website. 
 
 

CEREDIGION GROUP 
 
Thanks to those of you who have come forward to support the above group with Gail Tudor.  It is not 
too late to get involved.  The group expect to have their first ‘planning’ meeting at the end of the 
month.   
 
A reminder that you don’t need to be a PASC member to be involved so please do invite anyone you 
know who is a resident and an operator in Ceredigion County. 
 

 
LOCAL GROUPS 
 
We are aware that the way the Welsh Government policies are impacting us, is creating more 
localised issues and there are groups being formed (such as the Ceredigion Group above).  These are 
often quite specific so whilst it is not appropriate for us to lead them, PASC Cyrmu would love to 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
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know about them and - assuming the policy position is aligned - we would be happy to support you.  
This may be simply promoting in the newsletter/communicating with members or may be more 
specific advice, providing information / data or contributing to meeting room hire.   
 

 
182 DAYS THRESHOLD 
182 days:  BBC Radio 4 Farming Today Programme 
 
You may have heard Alistair on BBC Radio 4’s Farming Today Programme yesterday.  The interview 
also features a Welsh Farmer, who talks about being encouraged in the 90s to convert disused farm 
buildings into Holiday Lets and are now being penalised by the ‘blanket’ 182 day threshold, which is 
unrealistic for viable Holiday Let businesses.   
 
This is the recording for you to listen to. https://vimeo.com/946490510  

 
TOURISM LEVY 
 
Raised by Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy MS), Rebecca Evans MS (Cabinet Secretary for Finance, 
Constitution and Cabinet Office) provides a brief update on the Visitor Levy. 
 
It contains a couple of references to data and also states again that it will be a decision by the local 
authorities on whether they introduce a tourism levy as they are best placed to know what's best for 
their local area. 
https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/da3cd59c-f319-4cea-a9cd-
ff9f570c38b4?startPos=2740&autostart=True   
 
 
The below article in the Daily post also discusses what we know so far about the Visitor Levy, clearly 
stating that ‘A local authority would need to consult with its communities to inform its decision’. 
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/wales-tourism-tax-what-know-
29139214?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar 
 

 
IN THE NEWS: 
 
Birmingham Live: UK tourists issued Wales holiday warning over strict rules 'causing 
stress'”   
Linked to the Radio 4 programme but also touching on the genuine mental stress caused by this 
legislation. 
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/uk-tourists-issued-wales-holiday-110806246.html  
 
 

Daily Telegraph:  “How Cornwall’s crackdown on second homes backfired” 
While based on Cornwall, this article also makes reference to Wales and includes some interesting 
UK statistics. https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/second-homeowners-
cornwall-scapegoat-tories-house-building/ 
  
 

https://vimeo.com/946490510
https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/da3cd59c-f319-4cea-a9cd-ff9f570c38b4?startPos=2740&autostart=True
https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/da3cd59c-f319-4cea-a9cd-ff9f570c38b4?startPos=2740&autostart=True
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/wales-tourism-tax-what-know-29139214?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/wales-tourism-tax-what-know-29139214?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/uk-tourists-issued-wales-holiday-110806246.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/second-homeowners-cornwall-scapegoat-tories-house-building/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/second-homeowners-cornwall-scapegoat-tories-house-building/
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Julie James MS Speaking at The TAI 2024 Housing Conference 
 
Julie James MS (Cabinet Secretary for Housing, Local Government and Planning) talking at a 
conference recently discusses the 20,000 target for new low carbon homes for rent in the social 
sector in this Senedd term (so far delivered 5,775 homes in the first 2 years). 
 
She also referred to the government working with the tourism industry in Wales to make sure it can 
thrive despite some of the Govt policies and refers to Council Tax premiums and Statutory Licencing. 
 
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/home/welsh-government-is-hanging-on-to-20000-home-target-
by-the-skin-of-our-teeth-tai-2024-delegates-told-86109  

 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS 
 

1) Northwest Wales PASC UK Cymru Members Meeting. 5 June 1030-1230. 
 

Please find the Eventbrite link to book. We are charging £10 to help cover costs of these 
meetings, that is per business not per person, but please advise how many will be attending (for 
catering). 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-
905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator  

 
2) PASC UK Members Webinar 29th May @ 1030 where we will be updating Members and 

taking questions on matters relevant to both Welsh and English Members. 
 

3) North Wales Tourism Conference, Venue Cymru, Llandudno 4th June.   
Alistair will be a guest speaker at this event. https://northwalestourism.com/trade-
updates/trade-forum-and-conference-fforwm-diwydiant-a-chynhadledd/  

 

4) Key Data Webinar (Key Data are our Data Partner), 25th June at 1100. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vVuLhuyHTiGl9DYcIT7QtQ  

 
 
CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 
1) Book to attend the Wales In-Person meeting 
 

2) [Repeat] Keep the dialogue going with your MPs on FHL – it is making a difference. 
 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in 
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/home/welsh-government-is-hanging-on-to-20000-home-target-by-the-skin-of-our-teeth-tai-2024-delegates-told-86109
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/home/welsh-government-is-hanging-on-to-20000-home-target-by-the-skin-of-our-teeth-tai-2024-delegates-told-86109
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://northwalestourism.com/trade-updates/trade-forum-and-conference-fforwm-diwydiant-a-chynhadledd/
https://northwalestourism.com/trade-updates/trade-forum-and-conference-fforwm-diwydiant-a-chynhadledd/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vVuLhuyHTiGl9DYcIT7QtQ
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-
reports/ 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 
 
In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and 
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are 
very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will 
always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and 
assess yourselves.  

https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88

