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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
23rd May 2024 

Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• PASC appoints a New Technical Writer 

• Collapse of Co-operation Agreement 

• Senedd Debate on 182 days and Tourism related issues 

• Appointment of new Tourism Minister (again!) – Sarah Murphy MS 

• PASC UK Cymru In-Person Meeting, North West Wales 

• Abolition of FHL Allowances Update 21 May 

• Welsh Government’s Future Proofing Fund 

• Local Group Support 

• In the news this week 

• Dates for the diary / Members Meetings 

• What we need from you this week? 

• Wales information and where to find it 

• Disclaimer 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
It has been a busy few days in Welsh Politics!   
 
You will, no doubt, be aware that Plaid Cymru withdrew from the Co-operation Agreement between 
Labour and Plaid Cymru with immediate effect on Friday evening.  This is big news for us in Wales as 
the 182-day threshold was born from this agreement. 
 
The Welsh Conservatives have subsequently called for the Labour Government to scrap the Tourism 
Tax and reduce the 182 day threshold to 105 days with a debate in the Senedd yesterday evening. 
Watch this space…! 
 
Only a couple of weeks ago, we were rejoicing in the appointment of a Minister for Tourism, Hannah 
Blythyn MS.  This week we see the exit of Hannah Blythyn and appointment of Sarah Murphy, in her 
place. 
 
Some significant changes here for Wales, which we hope opens a door for us to at least, have a 
meaningful conversation with the Welsh Government. 
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Aside from this, we have been recruiting to the PASC UK team and are delighted to be able to 
announce the appointment of our new Technical Writer Robin Leatherbarrow.  Robin is known to 
many of you in Wales.  Welcome Robin. 
 
A reminder of course, to register for the Wales in-person meeting on 5th June, from 1030-1300 at The 
Kinmel & Kinspa, Abergele, LL22 9AS. 
 
Finally, Alistair is now on holiday until 28th May.  We have only had limited contact so far, so hopefully 
he is starting to switch off! 
 
Kind regards 

Nicky 

 

Nicky Williamson,  
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 

 
PASC UK APPOINTS A NEW TECHNICAL WRITER 

We are delighted to welcome Professor Robin Leatherbarrow to the PASC UK team as our Technical 
Paper Writer.   

Robin is known to many of you in Wales as he operates a successful self-catering business in North 
Wales and has been an active long time Member of PASC UK Cyrmru. 

Robin has enjoyed an incredible career including a doctorate from Oxford University, and his 
Professorship from Imperial College in London. He has headed up Research at Imperial College and 
then Pro-Vice Chancellor at Liverpool John Moores University, once again with research in his brief. 

Robin will begin his work with PASC UK Cymru, reviewing and re-writing the VOA 6048 support papers 
and Business Rates Claims. 

Please join us in welcoming Robin to the team. 

 
WELSH GOVERNMENT / SENEDD NEWS: 
 
COLLAPSE OF CO-OPERATION AGREEMENT 

The Cooperation Agreement between Labour and Plaid Cymru collapsed on Friday evening with Plaid 
Cymru withdrawing.  Plaid’s leader Rhun Ap Iorwerth expressed concern about a ‘change in attitude’ 
from the Labour Party, sparked by the controversial £200K donation and the recent sacking of Hannah 
Blythyn.  https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/plaid-cymru-dramatically-pull-plug-
29192381  

This is critical to our sector in Wales as it was this Cooperation Agreement that caused the 
interventions on our sector including 182-day threshold, Article 4’s, Tourism Levy, Licensing etc.  This 
now means the Welsh Government no longer have an overall majority.  

https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/plaid-cymru-dramatically-pull-plug-29192381
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/plaid-cymru-dramatically-pull-plug-29192381
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WELSH CONSERVATIVES CALL FOR A SENEDD DEBATE ON 182 DAYS 
 
The Welsh Conservatives brought forward a Senedd motion calling on the Labour Government to 
scrap the tourism tax and reduce the 182-day occupancy threshold to 105 days, “along with other 
proactive measures to support our vital tourism sector”.    
 
The debate took place at 5pm yesterday and there will be more to follow on this. 
https://nation.cymru/news/welsh-conservatives-to-force-vote-to-scrap-tourism-tax-and-reduce-182-
day-occupancy-rule/  
 

APPOINTMENT OF NEW TOURISM MINISTER – SARAH MURPHY MS 

You will remember Hannah Blythyn, was recently appointed as Tourism Minister - Hannah was 
‘sacked’ on Thursday for allegedly leaking a text message to the press, leaving the First Minister, 
Vaughan Gething with ‘no option’ but to ask her to leave Government.  
https://news.sky.com/story/welsh-minister-hannah-blythyn-sacked-over-leaked-text-message-
13137090  

Sarah Murphy MS, has now been announced as the new Tourism Minister and will take up the role of 
Minister for Social Partnerships with a responsibility for creative, hospitality, tourism and retail 
sectors.  

Sarah lives in Bridgend and has been Labour MS for Bridgend since 2021.  
https://senedd.wales/people/sarah-murphy-ms/  

We had previously been trying to get a meeting with the [then] new Tourism Minister, so we will turn 
our attention now to trying to secure a meeting with Sarah Murphy MS. 

 

NORTHWEST WALES PASC UK CYMRU MEMBERS MEETING. 5 June 1030-1230. 
 
We hope you will join us and hope to see as many members there as possible.  We will cover the usual 
topics with plenty of updates and opportunity for discussion. 
 
To clarify, the £10 contribution is per business (NOT per person).   
But we do need to know how many are coming - so we can ensure we have enough chairs and 
biscuits! 
 
So please: 
- Book 1 attendee through Eventbrite (prompting only 1 payment) 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-
905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator  

- Email us to tell us how many people are attending. 
 

Sorry! We realise it is a little ‘clunky’, please bear with us and we will get it right next time. 
 
Date & Venue: 5th June, from 1030-1230. It will be The Kinmel & Kinspa, Abergele, LL22 9AS. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-
905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator 

https://nation.cymru/news/welsh-conservatives-to-force-vote-to-scrap-tourism-tax-and-reduce-182-day-occupancy-rule/
https://nation.cymru/news/welsh-conservatives-to-force-vote-to-scrap-tourism-tax-and-reduce-182-day-occupancy-rule/
https://news.sky.com/story/welsh-minister-hannah-blythyn-sacked-over-leaked-text-message-13137090
https://news.sky.com/story/welsh-minister-hannah-blythyn-sacked-over-leaked-text-message-13137090
https://senedd.wales/people/sarah-murphy-ms/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
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ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES Update 14 May 
 
For a full and thorough update on Abolition of FHL Allowances please refer to the general newsletter. 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/ which provides updates on next steps 
with Treasury and work with a small group of MPs on helping us on making the most impact. 
 
Also, last week Alistair attended his local Devon County Show CLA Business Breakfast.  This is relevant 
as the joint main speaker was Gavin Lane – Chair of the Board & Deputy President of CLA.  The main 
point of his speech was Abolition of FHL Allowances as one of the most important matters raised by 
farmers.  
 
We would ask you to please continue to gently and politely ‘hassle’ your MPs to pressure Treasury - 
we really do need this.  Full details on how to do this are also in the general newsletters (same link 
above). 
 
The Supporting FHL Paper commissioned from Francis Clark can be found here for  
Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/    
Non-Members https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  
 
Have you, in the last 2 years, applied for change of use from a holiday let, to either long term rental, 
or residential use? 
 
Finally on FHL, our findings are that 40% of us don’t currently have the correct permissions for our 
properties to be used for long term rental or residential use, making moving to long term 
rental/residential impractical and often denied by LAs.   
If you have applied in the last 2 years for change of use, we would like to hear from you. 
Please email us at support@pascuk.co.uk with the following information: 

1. Date of application 

2. Outcome of application – Approved or Denied? 

3. If denied, please could you let us know what grounds were given? 

4. Number of properties you were trying to transfer 

5. Name of the County or District Council involved 

 

WELSH GOVERNMENT’S FUTURE PROOFING FUND – NOW OPEN 
 
Back in April, a £20 million Future Proofing Fund was announced, with an eligibility checker available 
at the time.  This is now open to applications until midnight on 6 June – or earlier if funds are 
exceeded.   
 
It requires you to be operating a business with a rateable value between £6,001 and £51,000 and that 
you employ people through PAYE. 
 
If eligible, it offers grants of between £5,000 and £10,000 to businesses in the retail, hospitality and 
leisure sectors.  Intended to help businesses strengthen their future trading position by increasing 
profitability through investment in renewable energy technology, improvements to the fabric of their 
premises, and upgrades to systems or machinery to reduce energy use.   
 
Further details… https://businesswales.gov.wales/welsh-government-future-proofing-fund-guidance 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://businesswales.gov.wales/welsh-government-future-proofing-fund-guidance
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LOCAL GROUPS 
 
Thank you for getting in touch around the local group support that PASC can offer. 
 
The day to day work of the PASC UK team remains to lobby against the nationwide legislation that we 
are faced with.  With the addition of the support of the local groups, we feel that we can begin to 
tackle some more localised issues, where it is not appropriate for PASC UK to engage or where PASC 
cannot reach, eg working with individual LAs. 
 
We have some very proactive members and we want to support and encourage this.  The nature of 
this support will vary, dependent on the needs and objectives of the group. 
 
The overall caveat is that the policy must be aligned with our overall PASC approach.  
 
PASC UK will continue to lobby on the nationwide issues and the local groups would complement this 
work. 
 
 

IN THE NEWS: 
 
Business News Wales: ‘Gwnewch y pethau bychain!’  or ‘Do the little things!’ 
https://businessnewswales.com/the-small-things-y-pethau-bychain/ 
 
Suzy Davies, Chair of WTA was invited to contribute to the Guest Colum of Business News Wales, 
where she talks about the Tourism industry here in Wales and the interventions facing us. 

 
Western Telegraph and Pembrokeshire Herald  
https://www.westerntelegraph.co.uk/news/24328113.pembrokeshire-village-holiday-lodges-
approval-expected/ 
https://pembrokeshire-herald.com/92968/johnston-holiday-lodges-expected-to-be-approved/  
 
This article has left businesses in Pembrokeshire reeling as they anticipate a decision to approve 
planning on 20 self-catering holiday lodges in a Pembrokeshire village.  Not a good read but useful 
information to use in discussions. 

 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS 
 

1) Northwest Wales PASC UK Cymru Members Meeting. 5 June 1030-1230. 
Please find the Eventbrite link to book.  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-
905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator  

 
2) PASC UK Members Webinar 29th May @ 1030 where we will be updating Members and 

taking questions on matters relevant to both Welsh and English Members. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vVuLhuyHTiGl9DYcIT7QtQ  

 

3) North Wales Tourism Conference, Venue Cymru, Llandudno 4th June.   

https://businessnewswales.com/the-small-things-y-pethau-bychain/
https://www.westerntelegraph.co.uk/news/24328113.pembrokeshire-village-holiday-lodges-approval-expected/
https://www.westerntelegraph.co.uk/news/24328113.pembrokeshire-village-holiday-lodges-approval-expected/
https://pembrokeshire-herald.com/92968/johnston-holiday-lodges-expected-to-be-approved/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cymru-north-wales-meeting-tickets-905857653627?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vVuLhuyHTiGl9DYcIT7QtQ
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Alistair will be a guest speaker at this event. https://northwalestourism.com/trade-updates/trade-
forum-and-conference-fforwm-diwydiant-a-chynhadledd/  
 

4) Key Data Webinar (Key Data are our Data Partner), 25th June at 1100. 

We have partnered with Key Data to assist us in getting national data on the sector, to help with 
our lobbying. We hope to provide a snapshot of the Year to date next as an example. 
From an owner’s point of view, you will be able to not only see national statistics, but how you can 
use the data to best effect to help your business perform better. 
 https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5J-Nfp2cSK26vHsdYZ9WTQ 
ANY SELF-CATERING/SHORT TERM LET BUSINESS CAN ATTEND  

 
 
CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 

1) Book to attend the Wales In-Person meeting 
 

2) Have you requested a change from Holiday Let to Residential Planning?  If so, we would like to 
hear more. See ‘Abolition of FHL section above for more detail’ 

 

3) FHL - We really do need each and every one of you to continue to gently and politely hassle your 
MPs to pressure Treasury, how to do this is covered below too in general newsletter   
 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in 
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 
 
In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social 
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very 
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always 
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess 
yourselves.  

https://northwalestourism.com/trade-updates/trade-forum-and-conference-fforwm-diwydiant-a-chynhadledd/
https://northwalestourism.com/trade-updates/trade-forum-and-conference-fforwm-diwydiant-a-chynhadledd/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5J-Nfp2cSK26vHsdYZ9WTQ
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88

