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COMMENTARY

Another busy week in Welsh politics! This week we see Vaughan Gething losing the vote of no
confidence in the Senedd debate as well as the Welsh Government postponing their motion to change
school holidays in Wales.

PASC UK Cyrmu have been on the road in Wales. We hosted our second Wales In-Person Meeting
with great attendance and also attended the North Wales Tourism Annual Trade Forum and
Conference, where Alistair was invited to speak on the 182 day Threshold.

We expect to see the Political Party Manifestos starting to emerge later this week or early next week
and will keep you up to date on these, while pressing for more detail where relevant.

You will also find in the general newsletter a written summary on all the Government interventions
across England and Wales. | have provided a link here.
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

Kind regards

Nicky Williamson,
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

GENERAL ELECTION

Barbara Keeley MP has stood down as Shadow Tourism Minister at the Labour Party and will not be
standing for re-election, which is a blow for hospitality associations as she has been a primary contact.
We do not expect a replacement prior to the election. Unfortunately this means much of the work
done to inform and provide information will be lost.

CHANGE TO SCHOOL HOLIDAYS IN WALES
The Welsh Government had planned to change the School Holiday dates in Wales, bringing much
concern for our sector, particularly combined with other interventions such as trying to meet the 182

Day threshold. We heard this week that this has been delayed.

With 16,000 responses to the consultation, this clearly demonstrates that when we collaborate and
activate we can actually push back on measures.

Our thanks to WTA, UKH Cymru, WAVA and many more for the support received on this.

VAUGHAN GETHING FACES A VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE IN THE SENEDD

Breaking News! Vaughan Gething, lost a no confidence vote in the Senedd last evening.

The motion was raised by the Welsh Conservatives and resulted in a vote of 29 for and 27 against, with
no abstentions. There were 2 MSes absent due to ill health — Hannah Blythyn MS and Lee Waters MS.

The vote is ‘non-binding’ meaning he is not obliged to resign and he has since announced that he will
not resign. We will see how this now evolves over the next days and weeks.

PASC UK CYMRU IN-PERSON MEETING, NORTH WEST WALES

We had a great attendance at the second in-person members meeting in Wales yesterday. With more
than 40 people in the room, there was much debate and discussion around the key Wales policies, in a
constructive and open forum.

At PASC UK Cymru, our sole purpose is to represent the voice of our members so these events are so
incredibly valuable for us to ensure we are up to date on your views and taking the approach that you
are looking for.

We plan to continue these meetings around Wales and would welcome any feedback or suggestions
on what you would be useful for you - any suggested agenda items or guest speakers.

On a personal note, it has been a pleasure for me to have the opportunity to meet so many more of
our Welsh Members. With the previous meeting in Mid-Wales and this meeting, | am gradually



putting faces to names and starting relationships with you. Thank you for the support you are giving
me and while | realise we have ‘a mountain to climb’, | am very motivated to create change for us all.

NORTH WALES TOURISM MEETING - 4 JUNE 2024

North Wales Tourism is a destination marketing
organisation, with members across the entire Tourism

. sector including Visitor Attractions, Hotels, Self-Catering
. businesses etc.

The key interventions were discussed during the
‘Destination Dilemmas’ Session, where our tourism
colleagues discussed the challenges we are all facing as a
result of the many Government interventions in Wales.

Alistair was invited to talk about the 182 Day Threshold and
joined the panel discussion on all interventions.

WORKPLACE RECYCLING REGULATIONS IN WALES

NRW have provided an update letter for us, which | have uploaded to the website.
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/wales-newsletters/

They have also updated their own website with information about the waste separation itself, how it is
regulated and advising you to keep records to show compliance.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/wales-newsletters/

https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/waste-
management/workplace-recycling-separating-your-waste-for-collection/?lang=en

NRW want to be satisfied that we are doing everything we can to comply but recognise there are still
teething problems. So to remind you of what they would be looking for to demonstrate that we are
doing are best:

- Do you have the correct waste contract in place? (If not, can you provide evidence that you
have tried?)

- Do you have the correct bins in place?

- How compliant are you in terms of contamination?

- What advise / signage is in place for your guests in the property, welcome packs etc?

- Are your team properly trained?

Finally, | previously asked you for feedback on what challenges you are facing, which | shared with
NRW. My hope is that some of these, particularly the supplier issues, are starting to work themselves
out. | would therefore ask you again now — are you still facing challenges and if so, what? Please email
me at nicky@pascuk.co.uk, and | will again discuss these with NRW?

FUTURE PROOFING FUND DEADLINE EXTENDED

Welsh Government’s £20 million Future Proofing Fund deadline has been extended to 12pm on 13
June 2024.
The fund is to give micro, small and medium sized businesses in retail, hospitality, and leisure sectors

access to funding to invest in future proofing their business, paying up to 75% of project costs - the
business contributes 25%.

For further details visit: Businesses: apply now for up to £10,000 to help reduce your running costs |
Business Wales (gov.wales)

WE NEED YOUR HELP. HAVE YOU REQUESTED A CHANGE FROM HOLIDAY LET TO
RESIDENTIAL PLANNING REFUSED? [REPEAT]

Have you, in the last 2 years, applied for change of use from a holiday let, to either long term rental, or
residential use?

This information would be useful in lobbying all parties in the upcoming election. We are looking for
examples to support our findings that 40% of you don’t currently have the correct permissions for your
properties to be used for long term rental or residential use and that moving from your current
permissions to long term or residential use is difficult, and often denied by local authorities. If this is
you, and you have applied in the last 2 years for change of use, please could you email
support@pascuk.co.uk with the following information:

1. Date of application
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Outcome of application — Approved or Denied?

If denied, please could you let us know what grounds were given?

Number of properties you were trying to transfer

Name of the County or District Council involved

We are getting some good examples of refusal, even in the alleged ‘hot spot hollowed out’ areas. If
you have come across any of these, please can you let me know as a good number of these would be
very ‘awkward’ for many of the policies against our sector that will be bandied around over the next
few weeks.

v W

IN THE NEWS:

BBC News “Drakeford angry as his school year plans shelved”
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy99jy1p3kpo

Daily Telegraph: Keir Starmer ‘proud’ of Labour’s record in Wales

Kier Starmer insists First Minister Vaughan Gething is ‘doing a good job’ despite facing vote of no
confidence. This was prior to the result of today’s no confidence vote but talks to Kier Starmer using
Wales as a ‘Blueprint’

If you don’t have a subscription to the Telegraph, please just ask me for the transcript.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/05/30/keir-starmer-wales-campaign-vaughan-gething-
election-2024/#comment

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1) Key Data Webinar (Key Data are our Data Partner), 25th June at 1100.
We have partnered with Key Data to assist us in getting national data on the sector, to help with
our lobbying. We hope to provide a snapshot of the Year to date next as an example.
From an owner’s point of view, you will be able to not only see national statistics, but how you can
use the data to best effect to help your business perform better.
https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 5J-Nfp2cSK26vHsdYZ9WTQ
ANY SELF-CATERING/SHORT TERM LET BUSINESS CAN ATTEND

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1) Have you requested a change from Holiday Let to Residential Planning? If so, we would like to
hear more. See above

2) Waste / Recycling — Please drop me a quick email with feedback on the process — see above

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT
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If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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