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e Workplace Recycling Regulations in Wales

e Do we have the correct permissions for long term rental / residential use?
e In the news this week: Kier Starmer on combatting Tax Loopholes for second homes.
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e What we need from you this week?

¢ Wales information and where to find it
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COMMENTARY

We are working hard on the 182 Day campaign refresh. Listening to the reality of the impact of the
threshold during the Webinar as well as through the case studies you have kindly shared with us.
Please keep this information coming.

We would ask you to do a real push on the survey for all of us. Please share as widely as possible
through social media. We really need to get as many responses as possible to show the extent of the
problem.

The 182-day threshold is one of the hardest hitting of all the UK policies currently, we would like to be
able to do more than our current resources allow. | am therefore politely requesting that some of our
non-members consider joining the cause and becoming members, which will in turn generate more
resources for us to allocate to Wales lobbying.

The Political Party Manifestos are now coming in. There is limited content on tourism or our sector
from any of the main parties so far but we will continue to monitor as the detail emerges. | have not
duplicated this information in the Wales newsletter so please refer to the General Newsletter for more
detail. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

Natural Resources Wales have offered to do a Webinar for our members on the Waste separation, but
in the meantime | have updated on some specific questions we had received.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

Kind regards

Nicky Williamson,
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

182 DAY THRESHOLD — NEW CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Please get involved in this campaign. We need the numbers and we need solid evidence to support
the campaign.

If you haven’t already, please send us your case study and circulate the survey to as many Wales
operators as you can.

1) Case Studies:

Thank you for those who have sent in Case Studies. These stories make very difficult reading (and are
probably also very hard for you to write), and are essential for us in trying to get the message across.

The pressure on the bone fide businesses operating in our sector is just brutal but what was also very
evident is the mental health impact. We already knew this but the threat of not meeting the threshold
is so clearly having such a detrimental effect in every single case study | have read this week.

We take on board also, the point that even those who do get to the 182 days are still living with the
anxiety caused by the threat of not meeting it and what you are doing to get there.

We are all acutely aware that there is a housing crisis and there is no doubt that everyone agrees that
this needs addressing, but | genuinely don’t believe the affect we are seeing — and feeling - was the
intention when the threshold was introduced. This is what we are trying to communicate.

Please email me directly on this (nicky@pascuk.co.uk). To reiterate this information will be
anonymised and will be treated sensitively and is intended to support our lobbying requests - not for
media/press coverage.

2) Survey:

This important —and short - survey asks how many days you were able to let your FHL each year (2021
to present). https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K9Q6WVH

We absolutely need as many responses as possible to make the data robust, so please share it widely
with non-members and sector colleagues and please encourage them to complete it.

It has been shared on our facebook page so please also share via Social Media
https://www.facebook.com/pascukltd/?locale=en GB

3) 182 day Members Meeting:

Thank you to those of you who joined us for this morning’s Members Meeting dedicated to 182 days.
We are collating the findings and will include in the overall 182 strategy.


mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K9Q6WVH
https://www.facebook.com/pascukltd/?locale=en_GB

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do! ... We live and breathe the legislation and the
needs of our sector and do everything we can to support you.

We don’t ask very often, but, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. There
are many of you who have enjoyed the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying already carried out
on behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK CYMRU ... to support us to support
you in a time when we need it so much.

Membership fees are not huge... all are per annum.
e Single cottage £80
e 2-4Units £140
e 5-10 Units £220
e 11 + Units £320.

Member benefits include telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here —it’s a simple form which takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or
Credit Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Please join us and help us to help you...

WALES TOURISM WEEK — SENEDD RECEPTION

If you would like to know more or would be interested in joining us at The Senedd, Cardiff on 16 July
2024 between 6-8pm, please contact me on nicky@pascuk.co.uk.

The Reception is in celebration of Wales Tourism Week, hosted by WTA. It will include an address
from Sam Rowlands MS and Sarah Murphy MS as well as Nick Lomas, Caravan and Motorhome Club
and our host Suzy Davies, Chair of WTA.

STAR QUALITY GRADING FOR YOUR TOURISM BUSINESS

Visit Wales Welcome Awards recognise businesses who already participate in the Visit Wales Graded /
Approved Schemes and who provide added facilities, services and information for guests visiting for
specific activities including golf, angling, dog-friendly, walking, cycling etc.

The self-catering awards criteria is shown in this document:
https://businesswales.gov.wales/tourism/sites/tourism/files/documents/Welcome-awards-WG49314-
Self-Catering-Criteria-EN.pdf and the rating criteria for self-catering is included in this document:
https://businesswales.gov.wales/tourism/star-quality-grading#fguides-tabs--4

You will find more general information in the following link: https://businesswales.gov.wales/news-
and-blog/star-quality-grading-your-tourism-business
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WORKPLACE RECYCLING REGULATIONS IN WALES

| have covered off below, a couple of questions which have come up recently. Having discussed these
with Natural Resources Wales, | share their responses below.

Question: | understand certain items can be mixed —is that correct?

Response: Yes, that is correct and this is due to the way they are sorted (sometimes using magnets).
The waste streams are as follows:

(a) glass;

(b) cartons and similar, metal and plastic; these can be mixed

(c) paper and card; these can be mixed

(d) food waste from premises who produce 5 kilogrammes or more food waste in 7 consecutive days;
(e) small waste electrical and electronic equipment;

(f) textiles

Question: | have problems with guests handling Takeaway boxes like fish and chip wrappers.

Response: Overly contaminated food boxes should be placed in the general waste stream.

Excess amounts of food contamination, such as overly greased pizza boxes and fish and chips wrappers
would lower the quality of the rest of the clean recycling material if they are placed together.

Where lining paper in a box is overly contaminated, this could be put in the general waste leaving the
clean outer box to be put in the clean recycling stream.

We (NRW) would encourage you to speak with the waste collectors to find out the level of food
contamination acceptable for them. This communication, along with appropriate signage, with
specific advice for guests on what to do with overly contaminated wrappers, would be advised.

HAVE YOU, IN THE LAST 2 YEARS, APPLIED FOR CHANGE OF USE FROM A HOLIDAY LET,
TO EITHER LONG TERM RENTAL, OR RESIDENTIAL USE?

40% of us don’t currently don’t have the correct permissions for our properties to be used for long
term rental or residential use! We need your help in demonstrating this...

If you have applied for change of use in the past 2 years and been denied, please advise us by emailing
support@pascuk.co.uk with the following information:

Date of application (within the past 2 years)

Outcome of application — Approved or Denied?

If denied, on what grounds?

Number of properties you were trying to transfer

Name of the County or District Council involved

We are getting some good examples of refusal, even in the alleged ‘hot spot hollowed out’ areas.
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IN THE NEWS:
Daily Mail: Kier Starmer vows to crack second homeowners exploiting tax loophole...



This article talks about the second home owners ‘exploiting the tax loophole’ but goes onto say that if
we have a scheme to properly identify which is a holiday let and which is a second home, it becomes
harder to pay the 'wrong' tax and the issue [around tax loopholes] can be solved that way.

[To avoid confusion, the 70/140 day thresholds mentioned relate to England, not Wales].
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12366021/Keir-Starmers-Labour-vows-crack-second-
homeowners-exploiting-tax-loophole-classifying-properties-holiday-lets.html

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1) Key Data Webinar (Key Data are our Data Partner), 25th June at 1100.
We have partnered with Key Data to assist us in getting national data on the sector, to help with
our lobbying. We hope to provide a snapshot of the Year to date next as an example.
From an owner’s point of view, you will be able to not only see national statistics, but how you can
use the data to best effect to help your business perform better.
https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 5J-Nfp2cSK26vHsdYZO9WTQ
ANY SELF-CATERING/SHORT TERM LET BUSINESS CAN ATTEND

2) Wales Tourism Week — Senedd Reception — 16 July at 1800-2000 hours

3) Workplace Recycling Webinar with Natural Resources Wales — Date TBC

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1) 182 Day Threshold (see also above)
a. Complete the survey yourself https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K9Q6WVH
b. Share the survey on social media and encourage other FHL operators to complete
c. Send us your story to nicky@pascuk.co.uk

2) Are you already a PASC UK CYMRU Member? If not, we would love you to join to support our
efforts on your behalf ... See above.

3) Have you requested a change from Holiday Let to Residential Planning? If so, we would like to
hear more. See above

4) Are you curious about the Senedd reception on 16 July (Wales Tourism Week)?

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.



