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COMMENTARY

So, today is the day! The General Election is finally here and | am sure many of you will be rushing off

to the polling stations (if you haven’t already) ... and who knows what the next 24 hours will bring.

In this newsletter, we share more information on Wales Tourism Week (15-21 July) and call for more

representation from our members and our sector at the Senedd Reception on 16 July.

The 182-day campaign continues and we now need a real push on the survey, we estimate there are
circa 10,000 FHLs in Wales and we are currently at 625 respondents — it’s a good start but we would
love to represent the voice of at least 10% of our sector to get a true reflection of the situation with
the 182 day threshold.

There are many active FHL facebook groups. Can | ask you to let me know of any that you think |
should be part of so we can reach as many of our sector as possible.

Kind regards

Nicky Williamson,
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk



WALES TOURISM WEEK — 15-21 JULY 2024

What is Wales Tourism Week? It is run by the Wales Tourism Alliance who invite tourism operators to
showcase their businesses by inviting local politicians — Senedd Members, newly elected MPs, and
local councillors to see for themselves.

We too often get bogged down in the day to day of running our businesses and forget to celebrate
what is around us and this is an opportunity to open the eyes of others to see what we all do to
contribute to the visitor economy.

https://www.wta.org.uk/news/wales-tourism-alliances-urges-all-tourism-businesses-to-mark-and-
celebrate-wales-tourism-week-15th-21st-july

SENEDD RECEPTION — WALES TOURISM WEEK

You are invited and we don’t often get these opportunities!

This is a reception arranged for Sarah Murphy MS, the new Tourism Minister and other Senedd
Members to meet Tourism Operators and we would love to take an ‘army’ of FHL representatives with

us to show the value of what we do.

FHL operators in Wales, provide the bedstock to enable our attractions and our visitor economy to
succeed so we need to be visible and to build awareness of such an important sector.

Alistair and | will of course be there but what they really want is to meet people like you, the heartbeat
of the sector.

If you are curious and free for a visit to our capital on 16™, please get in touch (nicky@pascuk.co.uk or
07776 142241).

The reception will take place at The Senedd, Cardiff on 16 July 2024 between 6-8pm and is in
celebration of Wales Tourism Week, hosted by WTA. It will include an address from Sam Rowlands MS
and Sarah Murphy MS as well as Nick Lomas, Caravan and Motorhome Club and our host Suzy Davies,
Chair of WTA.

182 DAY THRESHOLD — CAMPAIGN UPDATE

1) Survey:

We have received 625 responses to the survey. Completion has slowed down but we are still keen to
get to 1,000 so we can represent 10% of our sector at least.

If you know of anyone who hasn’t completed it, please urge them to do so.
If you know of anyone who isn’t computer literate, please help them to complete it or let me know
and | will.
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Also, can | ask you to share any FHL facebook pages that you are involved in that you think would be
useful for us to follow.
Here’s the link to the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K9Q6WVH

2) Case Studies:
The Case Studies are heartbreaking but incredibly useful. Thank you.

There are a number of ‘common themes’ arising through the case studies, some were expected —
others not — which is really helpful.

Please email me directly if you haven’t already (nicky@pascuk.co.uk) — it doesn’t have to be well
written just a list of thoughts is fine.

To reiterate this information will be anonymised and will be treated sensitively and is intended to
support our lobbying requests - not for media/press coverage.

LOCAL GROUPS

Ceredigion Group — (Operators in Ceredigion who also live in Ceredigion).

Gail is moving forward with the Ceredigion Group. It is hard to get traction while the election
campaign is on-going as some of the players are in purdah so they have been preparing for a meeting
later this month or in August. The group are currently compiling a list of question and issues to raise
at the meeting and are happy to hear from anyone who would like to be involved in their campaign
and/or in a face to face meeting.

Pembrokeshire Group

We have had quite a few questions and interest in a Pembrokeshire Group. | am not aware of an
existing group but there seems to be an appetite. If anyone is aware or wants to set one up, let me
know and | will put you in touch.

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

Another call for members... if | may! We work on behalf of the entire sector and benefit not only
those who are members, but could do more if we were able to build the membership base. Please
encourage as many operators as possible to join PASC UK Cymru and to contribute to the efforts to
support our lobbying activities.

Membership fees are not huge... all are per annum.
e Single cottage £80
e 2-—4Units £140
e 5-10Units £220
e 11+ Units £320.

Member benefits include telephone support and priority email support.
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You can join here —it’s a simple form which takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or
Credit Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Please join us and help us to help you...

HAVE YOU, IN THE LAST 2 YEARS, APPLIED FOR CHANGE OF USE FROM A HOLIDAY LET,
TO EITHER LONG TERM RENTAL, OR RESIDENTIAL USE? [REPEAT]

40% of us don’t currently don’t have the correct permissions for our properties to be used for long
term rental or residential use! We need your help in demonstrating this...

If you have applied for change of use in the past 2 years and been denied, please advise us by emailing
support@pascuk.co.uk with the following information:

Date of application (within the past 2 years)

Outcome of application — Approved or Denied?

If denied, on what grounds?

Number of properties you were trying to transfer

Name of the County or District Council involved

We are getting some good examples of refusal, even in the alleged ‘hot spot hollowed out’ areas.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1) Wales Tourism Week — Senedd Reception — 16 July at 1800-2000 hours

2) Workplace Recycling Webinar with Natural Resources Wales — Date TBC

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1) 182 Day Threshold (see also above)
a. Complete the survey yourself https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K9Q6WVH
b. Share the survey on social media and encourage other FHL operators to complete and
assist those who are not so confident on using a computer.
c. Send us your story to nicky@pascuk.co.uk

2) Areyou already a PASC UK CYMRU Member? If not, we would love you to join to support our
efforts on your behalf ... See above.

3) Have you requested a change from Holiday Let to Residential Planning? If so, we would like to
hear more. See above

4) Are you curious about the Senedd reception on 16 July (Wales Tourism Week)?
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WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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