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Today’s update includes:
e Commentary
e Welsh Government Changes
e The King’s Speech — UK & Wales
e Senedd Reception — 16 July 2024
e Gwynedd Article 4 Direction
e Council Tax Premiums Consultation — Conwy Council
e 182 Day Campaign — Update
e Commercial Waste Update
e Inthe news: Pembrokeshire Challenge on 182 days
e Dates for the diary / Members Meetings
e Wales information and where to find it
o Disclaimer

COMMENTARY

The results of the General Election are no sooner upon us as we start to see Welsh Government
unravel.

Tuesday saw the resignation of 4 Welsh Labour Cabinet Members, closely followed by the resignation
of Vaughan Gething, as Leader of Welsh Labour and First Minister.

We were also at the Senedd on Tuesday for the Wales Tourism Week Reception, which was a well-
attended event given the circumstances of the day and certainly a very interesting day to be at The
Senedd!

Wednesday saw the King’s Speech which sets out Sir Keir Starmer’s Blueprint for the UK.

Other activity includes the decision by Gwynedd Council to implement the Article 4 Direction, Conwy
Council launching a consultation on the Council Tax Premiums.

Kind regards

Nicky Williamson,
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk



WELSH GOVERNMENT CHANGES

Early on Tuesday morning, we heard of the resignation of 4 members of the Cabinet of the Welsh
Government. Three MSes Julie James, Local Govt & Housing, Jeremy Miles, Wales' Economy Secretary
and Lesley Griffiths, Welsh Culture and Social Justice Secretary together with the Counsel General, Mick
Antoniw.

This was followed by the resignation of the First Minister, Vaughan Gething, who was elected in March
2024.

On Saturday the Welsh Labour Welsh Executive Committee will meet to decide what happens next and
whether there will be a Leadership Contest. Plaid Cymru are calling for a snap Welsh Parliament
Election, but we are due another Wales election in 2026. In order for this to take place, two thirds of
the Senedd would need to vote for its dissolution or if the Senedd fails to elect a first minister.

The rumours have started as to who will put themselves forward and this will come to light in the next
days.

THE KING’S SPEECH

In broader UK politics, Wednesday saw the King’s speech. This is written by the government — delivered
by the King — and outlines the key policies and proposed legislation for UK parliament over the coming
period.

It also marks the State Opening of Parliament and triggers the start of a new parliamentary session. The
house of Lords, House of Commons and the Monarchy come together for the occasion and the MPs then
go on to debate the content of the King’s Speech in the House of Commons.

This applies to UK, so not Wales specific. There were 40 legislative points raised which can be seen in
the linked article.
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-kings-speech-2024

It is suggested that many of the 40 points will impact Wales including a New Council of the Nations and
Regions — designed to strengthen the relationship between Westminster and the devolved nations,

A new public energy company ‘GB Energy’ to develop and promote clean, green energy and provide new
jobs though renewable energy and plans to Nationalise Train Services.

Particularly relevant for our sector to make work pay and the intention to introduce a new deal for
working people to ban exploitative practices such as ‘exploitative’ zero-hours contracts.

More information provided here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cqqgl99pgaqq9o

SENEDD RECEPTION — WALES TOURISM WEEK


https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-kings-speech-2024
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cqql99pgqq9o

Thank you to those of you who joined us at the Wales Tourism Week Reception at the Senedd on
Tuesday. It made for a very interesting day to be at the Senedd as it ‘collided’ with the resignation of
the First Minister, Vaughan Gething and 4 key MSes.

The speakers were excellent and spoke of the merits of our beautiful country and the invaluable
contribution of the tourism sector, as well as not sugar coating some of the current challenges and
how we can work together to provide a thriving Visitor Economy.

- Suzy Davies, Chair of WTA hosted the evening of celebration of Tourism in Wales

- Sam Rowlands MS, Chair of the Cross Party Group on Tourism, showed his usual support for
tourism in Wales and

- Nick Lomas, The Caravan and Motorhome Club, who had sponsored the event, updated us on
the perspective of his sector of tourism.

The Tourism Minister, Sarah Murphy MS was due to address the groups, but was sadly unable to
attend at the final hour due to an unexpected cabinet meeting. Obviously, we understand why but it
was disappointing not to have had the opportunity to meet with her. That said...

...it was a well-attended session and we were able to build relationships further with other Members
of the Senedd, PASC Cymru Members and industry colleagues.

Above: Alistair PASC UK, Suzy Davies WTA, Ben Edgar-Spiers - Sykes, Nicky PASC Cymru
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Left: Sam Rowlands, MS Right: Suzy Davies, Chair Wales Tourism Alliance

GWYNEDD ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION

Gwynedd Council was due to make decisions on Tuesday evening regarding the introduction of Article
4 on second homes and holiday lets.

There were 3,000+ public responses which are overwhelmingly against the decision however data they
are using to justify this decision is only up to April 2023, when the 182 policy came into effect.

We therefore contacted Councillor Meurig, the Cabinet Member responsible, advising that there was
considerable concern among policy makers and the tourism industry regarding the current impact of
the 182 day rule and this should be considered before making a decision. We asked them to delay the
decision in order to engage with the industry and tourism officials to understand and obtain more
information on the 182 day impact.

The Decision went ahead and was approved. This means planning permission is now required before a
home can be changed into a second home or holiday accommodation in Gwynedd.

https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/housing-market-gwynedd-set-huge-
29554327?fbclid=lwZXh0bgNhZWOCMTAAAROpZ794Wg4ashDRJ2PPUT54E387M67WaFg4rpZBTnVKxu
TYDwWOVuxTyDZM aem cFCOtr8lgPonkAEnw A8ww

BBC News coverage: Gwynedd second homes: Plans to force planning permission - BBC News

COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS CONSULTATION - CONWY

Conwy Council have launched a further annual consultation on the proposed Council Tax premiums on
dwellings defined as second homes or long term empty properties.

The consultation link is below and is formed of majority ‘yes’ / ‘no’ responses with one question for free
text. We will be producing some guidelines and sharing sample responses, which you may find helpful
when completing.


https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/housing-market-gwynedd-set-huge-29554327?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0pZ794Wg4ashDRJ2PPUT54E387M67WaFg4rpZBTnVKxuTYDwOVuxTyDZM_aem_cFCOtr8IqPonkAEnw_A8ww
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/housing-market-gwynedd-set-huge-29554327?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0pZ794Wg4ashDRJ2PPUT54E387M67WaFg4rpZBTnVKxuTYDwOVuxTyDZM_aem_cFCOtr8IqPonkAEnw_A8ww
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/housing-market-gwynedd-set-huge-29554327?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0pZ794Wg4ashDRJ2PPUT54E387M67WaFg4rpZBTnVKxuTYDwOVuxTyDZM_aem_cFCOtr8IqPonkAEnw_A8ww
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/cp68yn0619jo

This consultation will close on 18 August 2024.
www.Conwy.gov.uk/Consultation-Council-Tax-Premiums

182 DAY THRESHOLD - CAMPAIGN UPDATE

1) Survey:

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the survey by completing it yourself and sharing with
others. We have managed to get to 850 and will now close it this week.

The full results will be published in the members’ area of the website and will share it in next week’s
newsletter

The data is there to be used, so please go ahead and use it in whatever way is helpful.

2) Case Studies:

Thank you again for the many case studies we have received. We will not be sharing these as they are
sensitive and you have our guarantee that they will be treated as such.

| am collating them and | will share with you some of the common themes which have come up in the
40+ Case studies we have received.

COMMERCIAL WASTE UPDATE

Natural Resources Wales, who are regulating the Commercial Waste separation have been in regular
contact with PASC Cymru since the legislation came into force in April this year.

Their initial objective has been to increase awareness and support businesses in implementing the
new regulations.

They are aware there have been significant teething problems and have provided advice and guidance
on this. Their team are now out and about across Wales offering as much advice and guidance as they

can.

We have now confirmed a date for a webinar when Natural Resources Wales will give us an update on
their approach and answer any questions you may have.

The webinar will be 30 July 2024 at 11.00am. Please save the date in your diaries and we will share
joining instructions in next week’s newsletter.

In the News: Pembrokeshire Herald “PEMBROKESHIRE CHALLENGE ON 182 days”

This relates to a request for an update on Pembrokeshire County Council’s position on relaxation of the
‘182-day’ rule, which is to be heard today... More to follow.


http://www.conwy.gov.uk/Consultation-Council-Tax-Premiums

https://pembrokeshire-herald.com/95874/calls-for-extra-charges-for-holiday-let-owners-to-be-

relaxed/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1) Workplace Recycling Webinar with Natural Resources Wales — 11am 30™ July — Joining details to
follow next week.

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.


https://pembrokeshire-herald.com/95874/calls-for-extra-charges-for-holiday-let-owners-to-be-relaxed/
https://pembrokeshire-herald.com/95874/calls-for-extra-charges-for-holiday-let-owners-to-be-relaxed/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88

