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COMMENTARY

This week sees the appointment of a new Tourism Minister (I am sure | have written that before).
Sarah Murphy MS has now moved across to look after Mental Health. Jack Sargent MS has taken over
responsibility for Tourism.

Eluned Morgan MS has been appointed as leader of Welsh Labour, it is expected that she will then
become the first female First Minister in Wales.

On a broader note, we have sent letters to the newly elected Members of the UK Parliament including
the Wales MPs and are now starting to receive responses. Please refer to the General Newsletter for
more information on this and how to get involved. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-

newsletters/

A second Local Authority consultation has been launched, asking for views on the Council Tax
Premiums. This time Pembrokeshire following Conwy last week. We need to get good participation in
these surveys to ensure our sector is appropriately represented.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

We have confirmation that the VOA has introduced a new shorter Self-Catering Questionnaire for use
when transferring from Council Tax to Business Rates. Robin has also produced an excellent Business
Rates Guide available to PASC Cymru Members in the Members area of the website.

We also share with you the latest Tourism Barometer Report which is very useful data for you to use in
your communication and in our lobbying activities. Data is critical in backing up our messaging.

We have set a date for the next Wales Members’ Meeting (webinar) which will be 8™ August and we
have a Meeting with Natural Resources Wales next week regarding the Commercial Waste Separation,
details of how to register for both are below.

On a positive note, we give you details on how to apply for the Visit Wales, National Tourism Awards
where you may be recognised as the best in our sector.

And finally, we have kept the 182 day survey open for a further week, so one last push please.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K9Q6WVH

There is a lot happening at the moment and a lot of content in this newsletter. We will endeavour to
keep you up to speed on changes and our activities and as usual continue to fight your corner.

Kind regards

Nicky Williamson,
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WELSH GOVERNMENT CHANGES - LEADER OF WELSH LABOUR AND TOURISM
MINISTER

Eluned Morgan has been appointed as Leader of Welsh Labour, she was previously responsible for the
Welsh Health Service and has been MS for Mid & West Wales since 2016. Prior to this she was a Member
of the European Parliament between 1994 and 2009. She has the support of Huw Iranca—Davies who is
expected to be her deputy.

In order to be appointed as First Minister, a formal roll call vote is required of all 60 MSs which would
require the Senedd to be recalled from recess.

https://senedd.wales/people/eluned-morgan-ms/

In the meantime, Jack Sargent MS has been appointed as the new Minister with responsibility for
Tourism. Jack Sargent MS replaces Sarah Murphy MS as Minister for Social Partnership with
responsibility for Tourism. Mr Sargent is based in North Wales and is MS for Alyn and Deeside. We do
not know yet whether this is temporary or whether there will be a further cabinet reshuffle as the new
First Minister is appointed.

https://senedd.wales/people/jack-sargeant-ms/
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VOA INTRODUCES NEW SELF-CATERING QUESTIONNAIRE

The Valuation Office Agency (VOA) has published a new questionnaire to make it easier for you to tell
the VOA that your self-catering property has met the criteria to be assessed for business rates.

There are different questionnaires for England and Wales.

You should use this new, shorter form if:

e your self-catering property is currently valued as domestic and liable for Council Tax, but now
meets the criteria to be valued for business rates

e you have a new self-catering property that has met the criteria for the first time in the past 12
months.

You should only complete a longer VO6048 form when requested to do so by the VOA.

PASC UK CYMRU have also produced a Business Rates Guide which will be available in the members’
area of the website in the coming days. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

TOURISM BAROMETER: JUNE WAVE, 2024

https://www.gov.wales/tourism-barometer-june-wave-2024

The Tourism Barometer is commissioned by Welsh Government to assess business confidence in
Welsh tourism.

In this June report, it clearly demonstrates the challenging time that self-catering operators are facing
this year.

Almost half (48%) of all self-catering operators reported having fewer customers this year, with only
12% reporting more customers than last year. This flies in the face of the messaging we are hearing
about ambition for economic growth, especially as the Tourism industry is recognised as such a high
contributor to the Welsh economy.

It is little surprise therefore that 32% of respondents overall reacted that ‘there is nothing to be
positive about’. When broken down this then rises to 45% for Self-catering, which comes as no
surprise when we see in black and white the areas of concern below — none of which are within our
control.

We already know and feel the impact of the bad weather — this too is reflected in the results as the
area of concern most often mentioned — unprompted (30%) Followed by high operating costs’ (24%),
‘people lacking in disposable income’ (23%) and ‘Welsh Government policies’ (22%).

We simply cannot control these factors, yet they all impede on our ability to meet the 182 days. Our
sector provides the bedstock for our visitor economy and with unrealistic 182 day thresholds
threatening our businesses, it doesn’t bode well for a thriving visitor economy or economic growth.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
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The full report is available here and clearly demonstrates a need for deeper understanding into our
sector.

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2024-07/tourism-barometer-june-
wave-2024.pdf

GWYNEDD ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION

As you know the decision to introduce Article 4 Direction across Gwynedd was passed last week
despite 3000+ objections.

Our appeal to Councillor Meurig was to consider the impact of the 182 day threshold within the
overall decision process in order to make a more informed decision. Our request was acknowledged
but the decision was passed without broader consideration.

We are aware that there is strong feeling against this action and there are various groups discussing it.
If anyone is organising anything and looking for support, needs something to be promoted or looking
for data, please get in touch.

We will continue to monitor and intervene where appropriate and happy to look at how we can
support your activities in this area. Please contact me direct on nicky@pascuk.co.uk.

COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS CONSULTATION — CONWY

This consultation will close on 18 August 2024. It only refers to 2 options — long-term empty homes or
second homes — neither of which is a Furnished Holiday Let business.

Before we advise on how to approach the consultation we are seeking some further information from
Conwy Council and will advise further as soon as we hear back.

It is open until 18 August so we still have time. It is important and equally important that we get it right
to ensure the best representation of our views. More to come...

www.Conwy.gov.uk/Consultation-Council-Tax-Premiums

PEMBROKESHIRE COUNCIL LAUNCH CONSULTATION ON COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS
Pembrokeshire Council have now also launched a consultation. This one is quite different to the Conwy
one in that it recognises our sector and also asks about what discretion should be applied and for how

long.

We will be producing some guidance notes which you may want to consider to ensure your voice is
represented appropriately.

https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say/council-tax-premium-consultation-2024
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nhFWTjDyzkiRDQOk7bXnHAGIAUAJ45hDo-
yTNo68CKBUNzJIREROTEoyVDZVNU5URjdDSzc1UEc5VS4u

SENEDD PASSES A BILL TO REFORM LOCAL TAXES

A Finance Bill was passed in the Senedd last week which seeks to improve the tax system, including
non-domestic rates and council tax. The objective is to make them fairer and enable them to work
better for the future needs of Wales, by reflecting economic circumstances more regularly.

There is more detail in the link but it includes more regular updates on values for business rates, more
flexibility to make changes to reliefs, exemptions and calculations, as well as clamping down on tax
avoidance.

For council tax, the Bill will include allowing changes to valuation years, tax bands and provide more
flexibility to change discounts.

https://www.gov.wales/senedd-passes-bill-reform-local-tax-system-wales
https://businesswales.gov.wales/news-and-blog/senedd-passes-bill-reform-local-tax-system-wales

NATIONAL TOURISM AWARDS 2025 OPEN FOR NOMINATIONS

The National Tourism Awards for Wales 2025 hosted by Visit Wales are now open. There are a
number of categories which could be applicable and it would be great to flood the nominations with
our great Self-catering offer.

It is good to see these awards return after a few years of not operating. Everyone deserves some
credit for the great work that you all do and especially now it would be great to see some positive
recognition for the sector.

Remember... you have to be in it to win it!

The winners of the Regional Awards (2024) go forward to these National awards so for details of how
to apply in your area please click through on the link below:

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3954fc4

NEW FUNDING SEARCH PLATFORM

Funding Wales have launched a new platform where you can search hundreds of grant and loan finance
opportunities from local, national and international sources. It may be for just a small grants or a larger
project.

https://businesswales.gov.wales/businessfinance/finance-locator
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IN THE NEWS: Pembrokeshire Herald “Second Home numbers in Pembrokeshire Drop
after Council Tax Hike”

Following on from the article ‘Pembrokeshire Challenge on 182 days’ in the Pembrokeshire Herald, this
article talks about the effect on numbers of second homes. It states that the number of second homes
had dropped year-on-year 1 July by 2.7% (3,364 to 3,271) and self-catering units by 7.47% (2,621 to
2,425).
https://pembrokeshire-herald.com/96121/second-home-numbers-in-pembrokeshire-drop-after-
council-tax-hike/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1) Workplace Recycling Webinar with Natural Resources Wales — 11am 30t July —

Please register using this link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82522368048?pwd=4DvIvqCFy2xTKwLsXsovBnaVQZaexA.1

2) Wales Members Update — 2.00pm on 8 August
Please register using this link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89126093482?pwd=0mq02FRrF4wOfmsMVUPDEN50niGzx0.1

Once verified as a members you get a link by email to use to join the Meeting.

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1) Last call for the 182 day survey completion. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K9Q6WVH
2) Sign up for the Waste Separation Webinar on 30 July
3) Sign up for the Members Meeting — 8 August at 2pm

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.



