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o Meeting with Jack Sargeant, Minister for Tourism
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e Abolition of FHL Allowances
e 182 day Campaign Update
e Gwynedd Article 4 Direction Update
e National Tourism Awards
e Council Tax Premium Consultation — Conwy Council
e Council Tax Premium Consultation — Pembrokeshire Council
e Arranging MP/MS visits, paper and support
e VOA Introduces New Self-Catering Questionnaire [REPEAT]
e New Papers for Members [REPEAT]
e Dates for the diary / Members Meetings
e What we need from you this week?
e Wales information and where to find it
e Disclaimer

COMMENTARY

A busy week as usual in PASC ‘HQ'.

We were delighted to have the opportunity this week to meet with the Tourism Minister, Jack
Sargeant MS. It was a fantastic opportunity to build relationships with the Minister and Government

Officials.

The new First Minister has now confirmed her cabinet https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-
cabinet-appointments and we are pleased to see there is no change to the Tourism Minister.

You will find a link to the full results of the 182 day survey and were able to share this with the
Tourism Minister together with a compelling pack of the overall impacts of the 182 day threshold on
FHL Operators across Wales.

FHL continues to dominate the UK-wide agenda. You will find more detailed information in the
general newsletter and we share some key points below too. PASC UK have secured a Treasury


https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-cabinet-appointments
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-cabinet-appointments

meeting to discuss FHL on 19 August so please hold the date for the dedicated Wales Members
meeting which specifically follows this on 21 August.

The MP Visit packs are now updated and we are really encouraging you to arrange visits over the
summer with your MP/MS visits as this is key to getting any concessions on FHL Allowances.

Kind regards
Nicky Williamson,

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

MEETING WITH TOURISM MINISTER
On Tuesday we attended an in-person meeting with Jack Sargeant MS, the Minister responsible for
Tourism in Wales. We have spent the past 4 months trying to get this meeting and so far we have had

3 Tourism ministers during this time.

Jason Thomas and Steffan Roberts from Visit Wales were very helpful in arranging this meeting and we

are very grateful for their efforts.

The objective of the meeting was to open the dialogue with the Minister and to be able to speak
openly on policies affecting our sector.

During the meeting we covered:
- How invaluable and diverse our sector is
- The PASC UK Cymru July 2024 impact report on 182
- Arequest for further exemptions to 182
- Urgent need to consolidate Steps 1 & 2 of Statutory Registration into 1.



We were able to take 5 PASC Cymru members with us, who represented the breadth & diversity of the
self-catering offer in Wales and demonstrated the impact 182 has on all of us.

We will be following up diligently on all the threads that were opened during the meeting.

We shared more information during the Wales Members meeting this afternoon, which if you weren’t
able to join, was recorded and will be available in the Members area of the website.

WALES CABINET ANNOUNCED

The new First Minister for Wales, Eluned Morgan has appointed her new cabinet for Wales, and we
are pleased to see that Jack Sargeant MS, remains as Minister for Tourism.

Please find link to full announcement https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-cabinet-
appointments

ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES

PASC will be meeting in person with Treasury on 19t" August together with our advisors Francis Clark.
We have then called 2 Members Meetings on the 215t August specifically to report back on the
Treasury Meeting. One meeting will be for Wales Members, the other for English Members.

Francis Clark will also be working with us on Members’ Support, papers, webinars etc.
This is a UK-wide tax regime which is affecting us equally here in Wales, so please ensure you follow

the link to the General Newsletter for full detailed updates each week.
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

182 DAY CAMPAIGN UPDATE
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Survey

Thank you to all those who completed the survey or sent through a case study.
The results of the survey are backed up by the information provided in the case studies and the survey
and case studies combined provide a very robust and current ‘bank of evidence’ demonstrating the

true impact of the 182 day threshold.

The survey was completed by 873 self-catering business owners in Wales, 73% of which have been
operating their business since prior to Covid-19.

Only 26 % of respondents believe they will achieve the 182 day threshold in 2024/2025
83% of respondents (725 of 873) have had to discount this year in order to achieve the 182 days.

83% of respondents (721 of 873) rating an urgent review as Extremely Important to their business
(rising to 93% when including “fairly important’ — 812 of 873 operators)

The full survey results can be found here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-IrUeljaOkAKT 2Bzh7qq6wxw 3D 3D/

Case Studies
We received circa 40 case studies — thank you.

We committed to you that these would be anonymised and used sensitively, which remains the case.
From these case studies we have compiled a very compelling 80-page document which we were able
to share with the Tourism Minister at our meeting this week.

Due to the sensitive nature of this resource, we will not be making it available at the moment but we
will provide a short document sharing common themes which will be in the members’ area of the
website or by contacting me directly. You can find that here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-

days-reports/

ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION (GWYNEDD)

The Article 4 Direction will be effective in Gwynedd from next month. We anticipate that this will be
followed by the Eryri National Park in 2025 and potentially other counties in Wales.
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We have produced a very
comprehensive document outlining
what it is and how it may affect you
and would encourage you to read

WHAT IS ARTICLE 47 ™  this to understand what it is and how

it may affect you.

S
: Link here:
PASC ﬁ J{ https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-
www.pascuk.co.uk . 182-days-reports/

We would also like to understand whether there are any active groups or if anything is being organised
in relation to A4D. We are willing to support or promote activity in this area.

COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS CONSULTATION — CONWY
This consultation will close on 18 August 2024.

It only refers to 2 options — long-term empty homes or second homes — neither of which is a Furnished
Holiday Let business. So we sought some guidance on how to complete this.

The recommendation is that we should mark ourselves as second home owners but add extra comments
within the consultation to indicate that the property is a self-catering holiday let.

We have produced some suggestions of what you might include in the free text question — this will be
uploaded into the member section of the website tomorrow morning latest. It is intended as an aide
memoire to prompt points that may be relevant / helpful.

That will be available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

The consultation is open until 18 August.
www.Conwy.gov.uk/Consultation-Council-Tax-Premiums

PEMBROKESHIRE COUNCIL LAUNCH CONSULTATION ON COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS

Regarding the Pembrokeshire Council consultation, again we will be producing some guidance notes
which you may want to consider to ensure your voice is represented appropriately.

We would urge you to engage with local businesses who you support frequently to understand how
their businesses are impacted by visitor numbers, so you include this crucial information in your
responses. We will be publishing more guidance on this next week.
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This consultation closes on 27 August 2024.

https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say/council-tax-premium-consultation-2024

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nhFWTjDyzkiRDQOk7bXnHAGIAUAJ45hDo-
yTNo68CKBUNzJIREROTEoyVDZVNU5URjdDSzc1UEc5VS4u

ARRANGING MP/MS VISITS, PAPER AND SUPPORT

Since the General Election, almost all our MPs are new in role, so we need to get to know them and
them us. We are therefore encouraging PASC UK Members to host their local MP during the summer
months as an opportunity for our elected representatives to see and hear for themselves the value of
the holiday let sector in their constituency and across the country. In Wales, we would encourage a
combined visit with your MS.

The PASC UK MP Visit Toolkit is a guide to make doing this as easy as possible. It is available on the
website here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

You will find:
e Ashort Guide on how to arrange a Meeting with your MP/MS.
e An infographic sheet for Wales (different to the English one)

If you are interested in doing this, please keep us informed by sending an email to
support@pascuk.co.uk (cc nicky@pascuk.co.uk) with MP visit in the Subject line, and your Business
name and Constituency in the text.

The Wales infographic.

WHAT WE NEED FROM THE  PASC
WELSH GOVERNMENT MR

2024 HAS SEEN THE POOREST TRADING CONDITIONS IN ALMOST A DECADE FOR SELF-CATERING
A COMBINATION OF BAD WEATHER 30%, HIGH OPERATING COSTS 24% PEOPLE LACKING IN
DISPOSABLE INCOME 23% AND WELSH GOVERNMENT POLICIES 22%**

OUR ASKS...
* Carry out animpact assessment and formal review of

thelBEEtE Only 26% expect to hit 182in 2024/25
* Allow further exemptions from the Council Tax premium s el e o e

for genuine businesses 182 days

JULY 2024 182 IMPACT STUDY*

* Delay the implementation of the Tourism Levy until
businesses at least recover to pre-pandemic levels
* Implement the Statutory Registration Scheme in Wales 1 82

to give us a ‘safe and legal’ level playing field

. . 5 3 *PASC UK Cymru/WTA June 2024182 Day Threshold Surve,
* [t will also provide Government and Councils with e Al d

accurate data for the first time ever

rnment: Tourism Barometer, June Wave, 2024

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON ANYTHING REGARDING THE SECTOR, CONTACT PASC UK AT
SUPPORT@PASCUK.CO.UK
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NATIONAL TOURISM AWARDS 2025 OPEN FOR NOMINATIONS [REPEAT]

The National Tourism Awards for Wales 2025 hosted by Visit Wales are open for nominations and we
encourage you to apply. There are a number of categories which could be applicable and it would be
great to flood the nominations with our great Self-catering offer.

Remember... you have to be in it to win it!
The winners of the Regional Awards (2024) go forward to these National awards so for details of how

to apply in your area please click through on the link below:
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3954fc4

VOA INTRODUCES NEW SELF-CATERING QUESTIONNAIRE [REPEAT]

The Valuation Office Agency (VOA) has published a new questionnaire to make it easier for you to tell
the VOA that your self-catering property has met the criteria to be assessed for business rates.

There are different questionnaires for England and Wales.

You should use this new, shorter form if:

e your self-catering property is currently valued as domestic and liable for Council Tax, but now
meets the criteria to be valued for business rates

e you have a new self-catering property that has met the criteria for the first time in the past 12
months.

You should only complete a longer VO6048 form when requested to do so by the VOA.

PASC UK CYMRU have also produced a Business Rates Guide available in the members’ area of the
website in the coming days. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

NEW PAPERS FOR MEMBERS [REPEAT]
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New Papers for Members published this week are:

e Blind Cord Safety — giving guidance around these regulation which changed earlier this year

e 182-Days FAQ’s - covering questions arising from the 182-day letting threshold.

e Business Rates for Holiday Lets explained - this brings together in one place the changes that have
taken place over the last 18 months regarding Business Rates and Holiday Lets.


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3954fc4
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These are now live in the Members area of the Website.

Watch this space as we have several more papers are in the pipeline.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1/ PASC UK Members FHL Technical Update from Francis Clark (Members Only)
Thursday 15 August 2024 at 1030
Please join us for a Members Webinar where we will cover the following:

e FHL Abolition Update from PASC UK

e What has been achieved so far?

e What are the significant threats to consider?

e Navigating those threats

e Q&A

Please register using this link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN GOK7OIOATz-
XC1lylFQFiMg

Once verified as a members you get a link by email to use to join the Meeting. Webinars are restricted
by Zoom to 500, so first come first served.

2/ PASC UK Members General Wales Meeting (Members Only)
Wednesday 21 August 2024 at 1200

Please join us for a Members Webinar where we will cover the following:
There are some significant changes coming ....

e Welcome

e Short Update on FHL Abolition

e Update on Meeting with Minister on Exemptions to 182

e PASC UK Update

e Q&A

Please register using this link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsdO-
grTgrGtMIhgtTaGmwzFWpdI76ckul

Once verified as a members you get a link by email to use to join the Meeting. Meetings are restricted
by Zoom to 100, so first come first served.

CALLTO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?
1) Sign up for the FHL Members Meeting Wales — 21st August

2) Organise an MP/MS Visit
3) Let us know if you are aware of any active Article 4 Direction groups in Gwynedd

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT
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If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru ‘4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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