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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
15th August 2024 

Today’s update includes: 
 

• Commentary 

• Abolition of FHL Allowances – WE NEED YOUR HELP 

• Meeting with Tourism Minister, Follow up 

• Arranging MP/MS visits, paper and support 

• Regional and National Tourism Awards – Revised Deadlines 

• 182 day Campaign Update [REPEAT] 

• Article 4 Direction (Wales) 

• PASC UK to Start Charging VAT from 1 September 

• UK Tourism Tracker Survey 

• Council Tax Premium Consultation – Pembrokeshire Council 

• Council Tax Premium Consultation – Conwy Council - Reminder 

• New Papers for Members [REPEAT] 

• Dates for the diary / Members Meetings 

• What we need from you this week? 

• Wales information and where to find it 

• Disclaimer 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
The proposal to abolish FHL allowances is taking centre stage this week – it is firmly back on the table 
and we are doing everything we can to create awareness of the damage this will cause to our sector.   
 
We need your attention on this please.  I have highlighted where we need your immediate help below 
in this newsletter. 
 
As FHL allowances is a UK-wide tax regime (affecting us equally in Wales) it will be covered in detail in 
the General Newsletter each week, so please ensure you keep up to date by following this link 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/.   
 
The other area which is crucial is to encourage as many MP visits to your businesses, this is becoming 
more pressing as we are nearing the end of the summer recess (when they have more time for visits).  
Almost all the Westminster MPs are new in role, that means we don’t have relationships with them so 
they don’t have the historical knowledge and literally they don’t know how harmful FHL is … and in 
Wales the impact of 182 as well!   
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
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The MP visits and the iParl are therefore crucial to building those relationships and garnering their 
support for our cause.  We can’t do this without input from you … The MP Visit packs are updated and 
we will support you to make this as easy as possible for you. 
 
More below and in the general newsletter.   
Kind regards 
 
Nicky Williamson,  
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  

 
 
ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES – We need your help 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/  

 
PASC UK’s meeting with Treasury is next week (19th August), followed by a Wales Members’ Meeting 
on 21st to report back on the Treasury Meeting – the Wales meeting will be at 12noon (see below). 
 
When the previous Government announced that FHL Allowances were to be abolished, we ran an iParl 
petition so that you can write to your MPs and make your feelings known.  That achieved 15,000 letters 
to MPs and was a significant factor in getting the key meetings with the Treasury Minister and the 
Chancellor.  
 
Those meetings achieved some concessions, we need much, much more from the Government.  We 
need to run the Petition again.  So… 
 

FHL MP PETITION IS NOW LIVE 
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24      

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ALL SIGN IT and SHARE IT WIDELY 
 

The petition process is simple, click on the link, enter postcode and name and address and press 
send, and it will be in your MPs inbox. If you want to modify the letter, you can do that too. 

 
By doing this you will really help, as this will pressure MPs who in turn will pressure Treasury.  
 

So please, let’s all get behind this.  We really need to make this count. 
 
What happens next?  iParl creates a ‘Heat Map’, which is a report on how many petitions each MP 
receives. We then use this to contact the MPs who are getting the most hits - always in the key areas – 
and we then ask to meet them to explain the impact.  
  
Here is the link again: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24            
 
Please share this link widely on social media in groups that you belong to as many of them have 
substantial numbers of Members.               
  
Each week we will be updating you in detail on progress through the Tuesday PASC UK Newsletter  
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/.   
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
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The FHL Technical Update with Francis Clark held this morning was recorded and will be uploaded into 
the Members’ area.  
 
There will be more ways in which you can help. Priority now is to take part in a Survey and pressing you 
to get your MP to visit (more detail below) but our number one ask is that you all take part.   
 
 

MEETING WITH TOURISM MINISTER FOLLOW-UP 
 
We were delighted to see that Welsh Government Economy tweeted about our meeting with them 
last week. 
 
The meeting was positive and as they say in their tweet, ‘they are listening to us’ - they took the time 
to meet with us and listen and they are tweeting to say the same.    
 
Of course, we are only too aware of the challenges for our sector and this meeting opened the 
dialogue for future discussion.  So - tempting as it may be to get out your pitchforks – please be 
positive, show your support by commenting, thanking the team, and encouraging more meetings and 
more open dialogue.  
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ARRANGING MP/MS VISITS, PAPER AND SUPPORT 

We really need to build relationships with our MPs.  The majority are new in role since the General 
Election and we need to work together with them and help them to help us.  They are currently on 
Summer Recess which is a time when they have more time to do this. 
 
If we are able to engage with our MP so they can clearly understand the pressure specifically from 
potential abolition of FHL and compounded by 182 (Wales devolved policy) then they will be able to 
help apply pressure on our behalf.   
 
MP & MS visits are a hugely valuable way of demonstrating the incredible variety and richness of what 
we offer to the Wales Visitor Economy and how legislative decisions are impacting us, and the wider 
economy, every day. 
 
The PASC UK MP Visit Toolkit is a guide to make doing this as easy as possible for you. It is available on 
the website here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/


 5 

You will find: 

• A short Guide on how to arrange a Meeting with your MP/MS. 

• An infographic sheet for Wales (different to the English one) 
 
We understand it may seem daunting, but we will help.  Please keep us updated by sending an email to 
support@pascuk.co.uk (cc nicky@pascuk.co.uk) with MP visit in the Subject line, and your Business 
name and Constituency in the text.  
We would encourage a combined MP / MS visit in Wales. 
 
The Wales infographic. 
 

 
 
 

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL TOURISM AWARDS 

It is Award Season and awards are a great way of showcasing the wonderful pride and welcome that 
you offer every day. 

Many Region / Counties are currently running their awards programmes and the deadlines for these 
are looming, some have been extended and many are 6 September.   

These regional awards then feed into the National Tourism Awards for Wales, hosted by Visit Wales 
next Spring 2025.  You have to apply through your regional awards first and if you are fortunate to win 
you will then be put forward to the National Awards. 

The obvious category for us is ‘Best Self-Catering’ but you may also want to consider the following 
categories: 

• Best Self-Catering 

• Bro a Byd Category (Those going the extra mile on environmental sustainability) 

• Accessible and Inclusive Tourism Award 

• Rising Star 

• Best Dog Friendly Business 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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There may also be additional categories in your own region / county. 

For further information in your region, please find the links below (please note the updated deadlines 
are below: 

South West Wales: 
• Carmarthenshire – Please enter through the Carmarthenshire Tourism Awards. Closing date for 

entries is midnight on 6 September 2024. 
• Swansea & Neath Port Talbot – Please enter through the Swansea Bay Tourism Awards. The closing 

date for entries is midnight on  6 September 2024. 
• Pembrokeshire - Entries closed 30 July Visit Pembrokeshire Croeso Awards.  
South East Wales: 
• South East Wales Tourism Awards – Closing date for entries is midnight on 6 September 2024. 
Mid Wales: 
• Mid Wales Tourism Awards – Closing date for entries is midnight on 6 September 2024. 
North Wales: 
• Go North Wales Awards – Closing date for entries is midnight on 7 October 2024. 
 
For more information follow this link: 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/39e15ad  

 
 
182 DAY CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 
182 day Campaign remains high priority here in Wales, as having probably the most damaging impact 
of all.   
 
We gave a full update in last week’s newsletter https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/08/080824-V2-Wales-Newsletter.pdf  and during the Members’ Webinar 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/.  If you missed these please follow the 
links provided. 
 
The full survey results can be found here:   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-lrUeJjaOkAKT_2Bzh7qq6wxw_3D_3D/ 
 

 
 
ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION (GWYNEDD) 
 
The Article 4 Direction will be effective in Gwynedd from 1 September and potentially followed by 
Eryri National Park in 2025, then possibly other counties in Wales. 
 
We have produced a very comprehensive document outlining what it is and how it may affect you   
 
As you read the paper, you will realise that it has a much broader scope than FHLs in Gwynedd, and we 
would therefore encourage you to read this, so we can be thinking ahead of what may be coming our 
way in all counties in Wales.  https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/  
 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.carmarthenshiretourism.co.uk%2Fpost%2Fcould-your-business-be-a-winner-carmarthenshire-tourism-award-entries-are-open%3Ffbclid=IwY2xjawEZedJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHYHVvIhtnh8ijAMBUyN38J73rH0GZwTcX08-nbYduSkQjzfUKbKBHtVv8A_aem_RBCwWkqH_Xhtpecqh_IplA/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/ZZYpIQUjYtbQh43VWXf9fjjmjU6kcTYOM1WfBOyad-U=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fswanseabaytourismawards.org%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/D7yr2AOg2L6oCiPzUxIJBYJNKlndxWKQPlr-oc6bRYw=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.visitpembrokeshire.com%2Fcroeso-awards%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/WT1-huaMjGFuvbYnCTgHQ3mBqxoTRRk8K5oijFgKEng=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.southeastwalestourismawards.co.uk%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/e_csjL5wuiIlONQTD7uEa5h_FOaqyeSLg5wP3mr7yg8=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.midwalestourismawards.co.uk%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/aSp8FGQXXeLzvr2EuJift9ZskSmIsUGeKUXQaDcP3Sc=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgonorthwalestourismawards.website%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/AhDWOT6rXAnPNj76m2cgfmg3rYlmFU3uIrhxtFXEkJw=366
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/39e15ad
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/080824-V2-Wales-Newsletter.pdf
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/080824-V2-Wales-Newsletter.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-lrUeJjaOkAKT_2Bzh7qq6wxw_3D_3D/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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We are aware of the facebook group opposing the legislation and understand they are working 
towards a judicial review.  We will reach out to the group to offer support and would appreciate you 
keeping us up to date on any activitiy in this area and/or suggestions of how we may support. 
 

 
 

 
PASC UK TO START CHARGING VAT FROM 1 SEPTEMBER 2024 
 
PASC UK is having to change its tax status. We have always been established as a lobbying association, 
and as a result we have been able to gain an exemption from the VAT regime from HMRC and keep 
memberships lower.  
 
We are now at a point that we will have to change that from the beginning of our new financial year, 
on 1st September 2024.    
 
As the Association is developing, we now spend large sums on professional services, tax and legal 
advice, on contractors and other services, all of which apply VAT to their invoices to us which we 
cannot currently reclaim and the amount is considerable. 
 
We also cannot charge VAT on services or undertake commercial activities which limits our ability to 
generate further income from external suppliers, keen to access the PASC UK Membership and pay for 
that, and for us to organise significant events. 
 
This does mean that all new Memberships and all renewals from 1 September will be subject to VAT. 
We recognise that this will be unwelcome for some but hope you will understand that it will 
substantially increase funds to fight battles on your behalf, by being able to reclaim all the VAT that is 
currently lost.  
 
This means that the Membership fees will be as follows. 

• Single property Membership £80 + VAT (£96) 

• 2-4 Letting Units Membership £140 + VAT (£168) 

• 5- 10 Letting Units Membership £220 + VAT (£264) 

• 11 + Letting Units Membership £320 + VAT (£384) 
 
We will be sending a separate note on this to all Members, so that they are formally notified, more 
detail can be found in the General Newsletter. 
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UK TOURISM TRACKER SURVEY 
 
The latest Tracker survey from Welsh Government demonstrates what we already know with the Cost 
of Living heavily influencing the number of visitors to Wales as well as the type of visitors and their 
buying decisions before and during their stays here in Wales.   
 
The full document can be found here. 

 
https://www.gov.wales/uk-tourism-consumer-tracker-survey-wales-profile-report-summer-2024-
summary-html 
 

 

PEMBROKESHIRE COUNCIL LAUNCH CONSULTATION ON COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS 

Our guidance notes for completion of the Pembrokeshire Consultation on Council Tax Premiums will be  
uploaded by Friday to this section: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 
 
In the meantime, we would urge you to engage with local businesses who you support frequently to 
understand how their businesses are impacted by visitor numbers, in order to include this crucial 
information in your responses.  More information is included in the guidance notes. 
 
This consultation closes on 27 August 2024. 
 
https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say/council-tax-premium-consultation-2024  
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nhFWTjDyzkiRDQOk7bXnHAGIAUAJ45hDo-
yTNo68CKBUNzJIREROTEoyVDZVNU5URjdDSzc1UEc5VS4u  
 

 
COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS CONSULTATION – CONWY 
 
Last week we published a guidance paper on suggested responses to this consultation having sought 
feedback from Conwy Council on how to approach the survey. 
 
Please share this widely with members and non-members in Conwy so your voice is heard.  As I say time 
and again … numbers count! 
 
The consultation closes NEXT WEEK  on 18 August 2024.   
 
[Repeat]: 
It only refers to 2 options – long-term empty homes or second homes – neither of which is a Furnished 
Holiday Let business.  So we sought some guidance on how to complete this. 
 
The recommendation is that we should mark ourselves as second home owners but add extra comments 
within the consultation to indicate that the property is a self-catering holiday let. 
 
We have produced some suggestions of what you might include in the free text question.  It is intended 
as an aide memoire to prompt points that may be relevant / helpful. 

https://www.gov.wales/uk-tourism-consumer-tracker-survey-wales-profile-report-summer-2024-summary-html
https://www.gov.wales/uk-tourism-consumer-tracker-survey-wales-profile-report-summer-2024-summary-html
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say/council-tax-premium-consultation-2024
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nhFWTjDyzkiRDQOk7bXnHAGIAUAJ45hDo-yTNo68CKBUNzJIREROTEoyVDZVNU5URjdDSzc1UEc5VS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nhFWTjDyzkiRDQOk7bXnHAGIAUAJ45hDo-yTNo68CKBUNzJIREROTEoyVDZVNU5URjdDSzc1UEc5VS4u
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PASC UK Cymru Guidance Notes: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/  
The consultation: www.Conwy.gov.uk/Consultation-Council-Tax-Premiums   

 

NEW PAPERS FOR MEMBERS [REPEAT] 

 

New Papers for Members published this week are: 

• Blind Cord Safety – giving guidance around these regulation which changed earlier this year 

• 182-Days FAQ’s - covering questions arising from the 182-day letting threshold. 

• Business Rates for Holiday Lets explained - this brings together in one place the changes that have 
taken place over the last 18 months regarding Business Rates and Holiday Lets. 

These are now live in the Members area of the Website. 

Watch this space as we have several more papers are in the pipeline.  

 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS 
 
1/ PASC UK Members General Wales Meeting  (Members Only) 
Wednesday 21 August 2024 at 1200  

 
Please join us for a Members Webinar where we will cover the following: 
There are some significant changes coming …. 

• Welcome 

• Short Update on FHL Abolition 

• Update on Meeting with Minister on Exemptions to 182 

• PASC UK Update 

• Q&A 
 
Please register using this link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsdOgrTgrGtMlhgtTaGmwzFWpdl76cku1  
 
Once verified as a members you get a link by email to use to join the Meeting. Meetings are restricted 
by Zoom to 100, so first come first served.   

 
CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 

 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
http://www.conwy.gov.uk/Consultation-Council-Tax-Premiums
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsdOgrTgrGtMlhgtTaGmwzFWpdl76cku1
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1. Sign up for the FHL Members Meeting Wales – 21st August 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsdOgrTgrGtMlhgtTaGmwzFWpdl76cku1 

2. Arrange an MP/MS Visit – before the end of the Summer!  
3. FHL iParl This is the link: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24            
4. Let us know if you are aware of any active Article 4 Direction groups in Gwynedd 
 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in 
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 

 

 
DISCLAIMER 
 
Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 
 
In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social 
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very 
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always 
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess 
yourselves.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsdOgrTgrGtMlhgtTaGmwzFWpdl76cku1
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88

