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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
22 August 2024 

Today’s update includes: 

• Commentary 

• Abolition of FHL Allowances Update  
o Meeting with UK Treasury 
o Actions from Members 

• Arranging MP/MS visits, paper and support 

• Article 4 Direction - UPDATE 

• LAST CALL - Council Tax Premium Consultation – Pembrokeshire Council 

• Six more updated Papers for Members 

• Business Wales – Find A Grant Service 

• PASC UK to Start Charging VAT from 1 September 

• Regional and National Tourism Awards – Revised Deadlines 

• Dates for the diary / Members Meetings 

• What we need from you this week? 

• Wales information and where to find it 

• Disclaimer 

 
COMMENTARY 
 
PASC UK were delighted to be able to secure a meeting with UK Treasury this week on the proposed 
Abolishment of FHL Allowances.  We have touched on this below but more detailed information is 
available in the General Newsletter, this week and every week 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/.  and also in the recording of the Wales 
Members’ Meeting yesterday https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/. 
 
We ask again for your help with FHL – if you haven’t already, please complete the iParl Petition and 
please share widely on Facebook forums and with local businesses.  The more awareness with MPs, 
the better chance of having our Members’ voice heard. 
 
Almost all the Westminster MPs are new in role and we need their help in their constituencies to 
support our sector. 
 
Last call for Pembrokeshire members to take part in the Council Tax Premium consultation, closing 
next week. 
 
We have also produced and/or updated a further 6 papers on topical issues aimed to assist our 
Members in how you operate your business. 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
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Finally, don’t forget your award entries.  We should be up there on the National Stage and rewarded 
for the great work you do every day in welcoming guests to Wales and supporting the broader Visitor 
Economy… it wouldn’t happen without you! 
 
Kind regards 
 
Nicky Williamson,  
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  

 
 
ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/  

 
MEETING WITH TREASURY 
 
PASC UK had our first face to face meeting with UK Treasury Officials this week.  
 
The PASC UK team – Alex and Alistair - were joined by John Endecott our Tax Advisor and Fiona 
Campbell, CEO of the ASSC (Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers), so were able to represent Wales, 
Scotland and England.  
 

 
 

Alex, Fiona, Alistair and John outside HM Treasury 
 

The team presented the economic contribution of our sector, with particular emphasis on coastal and 
rural communities.  Particular reference was made to the combination of regulations and taxation the 
sector is facing, and how this is not only driving people out of the sector, but also having huge mental 
health impacts. 
 
Clear distinction was made between us and long term lets - we do not consider ourselves landlords, 
we run hospitality businesses and ‘levelling-up’ with the long-term let tax regime is simply not 
appropriate. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
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The overall policy goes completely against the Governments stated objectives of growth and private 
sector investment. If it goes through it will have completely the opposite effect. 
 
The meeting leaves the door open for additional meetings.  It was scheduled for 30 minutes and was 
more open and positive than we might have expected, lasting over an hour and a half.   
 
At a minimum we asked for a delay in implementation to allow operators to take crucial tax advice if 
they are to move away from a tax regime which has been in existence for decades. 
 
 

FHL ACTION FOR MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS 
 
We need you to please share the FHL Petition as widely as possible: 
.https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24 
   
We are at 3267 as of yesterday, and would love to exceed the 15,000 who signed it last time:     
Please share with local businesses such as the pubs, cafés and attractions you support through your 
guests.  Please share with the housekeepers you employ.  Please share on every local facebook group 
and village WhatsApp group… and encourage people to complete it. 
 
The harsh reality is that if FHLs don’t survive this – you provide the bedstock for your visitor economy 
then those local businesses probably won’t survive either and people will lose well needed jobs!   
 
Your MP needs to know that their constituents are affected by this. 
 
How does it work?  The petition generates a letter - already written by us but you can amend – which 
goes direct to your MP.  We can then see your MP has received x number of letters which will be 
difficult for them to ignore.  The MP will then want to understand more, so we will then set up a 
meeting and run through the facts. 
 
This is so important!  It enables your MP to support his/her constituency by presenting the facts and 
enabling them to make informed decisions so they can better represent their constituencies and 
enable the change that we so desperately need.  
  
Here is the link again: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24            
  
Please follow the Tuesday PASC UK General Newsletter each week for full details.  
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/.   
 
 
 

ARRANGING MP/MS VISITS, PAPER AND SUPPORT 

As the majority of our MPs are new in role, it is really important to build relationships so they can 
understand, support and represent you in their constituencies.   
 
We would encourage combined MP / MS visit in Wales. 
 

https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
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They are a hugely valuable way of demonstrating first hand the incredible variety and richness of what 
we offer to the Wales Visitor Economy. 
 
It may seem daunting but we will help you every step of the way…  
 
The PASC UK MP Visit Toolkit is a guide to make doing this as easy as possible for you. It is available on 
the website here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ 
 
You will find: 

• A short Guide on how to arrange a Meeting with your MP/MS. 

• An infographic sheet for Wales (different to the English one) 
 
Please keep us updated by sending an email to support@pascuk.co.uk (cc nicky@pascuk.co.uk) with MP 
visit in the Subject line, and your Business name and Constituency in the text.  
 
The Wales infographic. 
 

 
 
 
ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION (GWYNEDD) 
 
The Article 4 Direction will be effective in Gwynedd in a matter of days…! 
If you are in Gwynedd and not yet aware of what this means for you or want to understand more we 
would recommend reading the Article 4 Paper available to you on the PASC website. 
 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/  
 
If you are not in Gwynedd, we would still recommend you read this as we anticipate other counties 
will be looking to implement this. 
 
The paper on the website has been updated this week to include more on Mixed Use cases.  The 
legislation is new for everyone and we will continue to monitor this so we can keep you up to date. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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PEMBROKESHIRE COUNCIL LAUNCH CONSULTATION ON COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS 

This consultation closes on 27 August 2024. 
 
We have provided guidance notes for completion of the Pembrokeshire Consultation on Council Tax 
Premiums available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 
 
We would also urge you to engage with local businesses who you support frequently to understand how 
their businesses are impacted by visitor numbers, in order to include this crucial information in your 
responses.  More information is included in the guidance notes. 
 
https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say/council-tax-premium-consultation-2024  
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nhFWTjDyzkiRDQOk7bXnHAGIAUAJ45hDo-
yTNo68CKBUNzJIREROTEoyVDZVNU5URjdDSzc1UEc5VS4u  
 

MORE UPDATED PAPERS FOR MEMBERS 

We have been able to complete/update six more Member only papers this week as we aim to 
continue to build the wider Member value. 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say/council-tax-premium-consultation-2024
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nhFWTjDyzkiRDQOk7bXnHAGIAUAJ45hDo-yTNo68CKBUNzJIREROTEoyVDZVNU5URjdDSzc1UEc5VS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nhFWTjDyzkiRDQOk7bXnHAGIAUAJ45hDo-yTNo68CKBUNzJIREROTEoyVDZVNU5URjdDSzc1UEc5VS4u
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The papers are as follows and can be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/ 
 

 

 

• GOING ABOVE THE VAT THRESHOLD -  navigating the VAT threshold as well as the impact on 
claiming Small Business Rates Relief 

 

• A GUIDE TO VAT FOR OWNERS OF FURNISHED HOLIDAY LETS - A broader paper covering all the 
rules, the thresholds and the different schemes available to Members. 

 

• HOW TO CHECK (AND POSSIBLY CHALLENGE) YOUR RATEABLE VALUE - this replaces the previous 
Business Rates Papers, and explains how to ‘Claim’ your property, ‘Check’ your Rateable Value, and 
how to ‘Challenge’ it if necessary, without the need to pay a specialist.  

 

• UK RISK SUMMARY OF 3rd PARTY SUPPLIERS AT HOLIDAY LETS - guidance on how to deal with 3rd 
party suppliers, particularly those that the guest might book, (chefs, bouncy castles, hog-roasts etc) 
with or without your knowledge. 

 

• GHOSTING REPORT - an updated paper to help when you have left a website but your property is 
still featured. 

 

• AN OVERVIEW OF INFLUENCER MARKETING - an updated paper covering changes in the law and 
some key pitfalls to be aware of. 

 
 
BUSINESS WALES FIND A GRANT SERVICE 
 
Business Wales’ Find a Grant Service offers a central space where you can find all available UK 
Government grants, their eligibility criteria and how to apply. 
 
For more information follow this link: Home - Find a grant (find-government-grants.service.gov.uk)  
 
Business Wales’ Finding Finance page also helps you to find choose the right type of finance for you.  

Link here: Finding Finance | Business Wales (gov.wales)  
 
 

https://www.find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/businessfinance/
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PASC UK TO START CHARGING VAT FROM 1 SEPTEMBER 2024 [REPEAT] 
 
PASC UK is having to change its tax status. We have always been established as a lobbying association, 
and as a result we have been able to gain an exemption from the VAT regime from HMRC and keep 
memberships lower.  
 
We are now at a point that we will have to change that from the beginning of our new financial year, 
on 1st September 2024.    
 
As the Association is developing, we now spend large sums on professional services, tax and legal 
advice, on contractors and other services, all of which apply VAT to their invoices to us which we 
cannot currently reclaim and the amount is considerable. 
 
We also cannot charge VAT on services or undertake commercial activities which limits our ability to 
generate further income from external suppliers, keen to access the PASC UK Membership and pay for 
that, and for us to organise significant events. 
 
This does mean that all new Memberships and all renewals from 1 September will be subject to VAT. 
We recognise that this will be unwelcome for some but hope you will understand that it will 
substantially increase funds to fight battles on your behalf, by being able to reclaim all the VAT that is 
currently lost.  
 
This means that the Membership fees will be as follows. 

• Single property Membership £80 + VAT (£96) 

• 2-4 Letting Units Membership £140 + VAT (£168) 

• 5- 10 Letting Units Membership £220 + VAT (£264) 

• 11 + Letting Units Membership £320 + VAT (£384) 
 
We will be sending a separate note on this to all Members, so that they are formally notified, more 
detail can be found in the General Newsletter. 
 

 

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL TOURISM AWARDS 

A reminder to ensure you submit your entry in time.   

Awards are a great way of increasing your profile and your bookings. 

We have so many fantastic FHL businesses within our member base and we would love to see you win 
the regional awards and be recognised on a national platform, but…  

You have to be in it to win it!  The deadlines are fast approaching.  See below. 

The obvious category for us is ‘Best Self-Catering’ but you may also want to consider the following 
categories: 

• Best Self-Catering 

• Bro a Byd Category (Those going the extra mile on environmental sustainability) 

• Accessible and Inclusive Tourism Award 

• Rising Star 

• Best Dog Friendly Business 
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There may also be additional categories in your own region / county. 

For further information in your region, please find the links below (please note the updated deadlines 
are below: 

South West Wales: 
• Carmarthenshire – Please enter through the Carmarthenshire Tourism Awards. Closing date for 

entries is midnight on 6 September 2024. 
• Swansea & Neath Port Talbot – Please enter through the Swansea Bay Tourism Awards. The closing 

date for entries is midnight on  6 September 2024. 
• Pembrokeshire - Entries closed 30 July Visit Pembrokeshire Croeso Awards.  
South East Wales: 
• South East Wales Tourism Awards – Closing date for entries is midnight on 6 September 2024. 
Mid Wales: 
• Mid Wales Tourism Awards – Closing date for entries is midnight on 6 September 2024. 
North Wales: 
• Go North Wales Awards – Closing date for entries is midnight on 7 October 2024. 
 
For more information follow this link: 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/39e15ad  

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS 
 
PASC UK Members General Wales Meeting  (Members Only) 
Wednesday 21 August 2024 at 1200  
The recording for Yesterday’s Members’ Meeting is available in the members area.  If you weren’t 
available we would listening as it included important information on FHL. 

 
CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 

 
1. FHL iParl This is the link: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24   
2. Share the above with local FHLs and local businesses.          
3. Arrange an MP/MS Visit – before the end of the Summer!  
 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in 
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.carmarthenshiretourism.co.uk%2Fpost%2Fcould-your-business-be-a-winner-carmarthenshire-tourism-award-entries-are-open%3Ffbclid=IwY2xjawEZedJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHYHVvIhtnh8ijAMBUyN38J73rH0GZwTcX08-nbYduSkQjzfUKbKBHtVv8A_aem_RBCwWkqH_Xhtpecqh_IplA/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/ZZYpIQUjYtbQh43VWXf9fjjmjU6kcTYOM1WfBOyad-U=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fswanseabaytourismawards.org%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/D7yr2AOg2L6oCiPzUxIJBYJNKlndxWKQPlr-oc6bRYw=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.visitpembrokeshire.com%2Fcroeso-awards%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/WT1-huaMjGFuvbYnCTgHQ3mBqxoTRRk8K5oijFgKEng=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.southeastwalestourismawards.co.uk%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/e_csjL5wuiIlONQTD7uEa5h_FOaqyeSLg5wP3mr7yg8=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.midwalestourismawards.co.uk%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/aSp8FGQXXeLzvr2EuJift9ZskSmIsUGeKUXQaDcP3Sc=366
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgonorthwalestourismawards.website%2F/1/010001915089ef3f-736e4019-26c4-43d8-b8b7-fd4ea86625bc-000000/AhDWOT6rXAnPNj76m2cgfmg3rYlmFU3uIrhxtFXEkJw=366
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/39e15ad
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
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DISCLAIMER 
 
Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 
 
In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social 
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very 
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always 
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess 
yourselves.  


