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Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 

NEWSLETTER 
10 September 2024 Issue 227 

 

COMMENTARY  
 
This week’s Newsletter is taking a completely different form, it will revert next week to covering News 
and General information, however this week we are focussing entirely on what you can do to help 
protect your own businesses. We are at a critical time with deadlines and interventions to deal with 
together. 
 
Please note that there is a Members meeting this Thursday at noon, details below. 
 
We will be in London tomorrow, meeting MPs that we have contacted and agreed a series of 
meetings because of your efforts of the FHL Petition. We will report on that next week. 
 
We jointly presented to businesses last week jointly with Francis Clark on the Devon/Cornwall border, 
courtesy of MiHi Digital.  
 

 
 

Heather Britton, Francis Clark, Mark Worden, MiHi Digital and your Chair 

 
We urge you to read the Francis Clark papers and FAQs to get a better sense of how abolition may 
affect you. See below. 



 

 

2 

 
We also hosted an MP visit ourselves at Higher Wiscombe. Richard Foord is a new MP to us. 
 

 
 

The key take out from that is that we understand that the MP has moved his position, has a greater 
understanding of what we do, and the benefits, and has said he will attend the Westminster Hall 
Debate and make sure we are represented. They do work, but we need lots of them. 
 
So short and to the point, please work your way through. 
 
1 Westminster Hall Debate 
2/ FHL Petition 
3/ Members response to Treasury Deadline 15th September 
4/ Business Impact Survey 
5/ Valuation Office. Check your VO6048’s 
6/ New MP Visit to Higher Wiscombe Case study, get one booked…. 
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7/ Read the new Francis Clark FHL FAQs 
8/ Members Meeting 1200 Thursday 12 September 
9/ PASC UK on the Road meetings 
10/ Support PASC UK Lobbying by joining…. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair 

 
1/ WESTMINSTER HALL DEBATE 
 
WE HAVE HAD 1400 SO FAR SO PLEASE KEEP THIS GOING UNTIL THURSDAY LUNCTHTIME 
 
We have been notified that there will be a Westminster Hall Debate on Thursday 12th September at 
1:30. It is titled “Regulation of Short Term Lets” and has been raised by Rachel Blake MP Labour (Co-
op) for Cities of London and Westminster.  
 
We need to get at least a handful of MPs of all parties to attend this Debate and to ask questions on 
behalf of the broader sector than just city short-term lets.  
 
The danger of a Debate like this is that it will offer one size all solutions, to the very different 
challenges faced by particularly rural and coastal businesses.  
 
Once again, we have tried to make this as easy as we can for you all and made it possible for you to do 
this quickly and efficiently through a Petition. We can then track how many MPs get the petitions and 
join in the pleas to get them to go to the Debate and speak up for you. 
 
Please take a couple of minutes and click on the petition link, you can always adjust the text of the 
letter to suit your individual business circumstances. Click here: https://pascuk.eaction.online/12Sept  
 
Any questions, please check with support@pascuk.co.uk  Many thanks for your ongoing support. 
 

2/ THE FHL PETITION 
 
THIS HAS SLOWED, ITS AT 8850 AND MUST GET TO 10,000 BY MONDAY  
 
THIS PETITION IS GETTING US MP MEETINGS AND PARTY CONFERENCE MEETINGS 
 
For those that know how it works, click here: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24           
 
For those that have not taken part before, it has multiple effects. 
 

• Collectively it shows HM Treasury and the wider Government that there are wider economic 
impacts affecting many thousands of businesses, and importantly voters. 

 

• We get the data of how many of you have written to a particular MP. We then write to that 
MP saying ‘223 of your constituents have written to you about FHL Allowances, let’s have a 
meeting so we can explain why so many are concerned and what impact this policy really will 
have’. Last time this part of the lobbying alone secured over 45 MP meetings.  

https://pascuk.eaction.online/12Sept
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
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• We have a huge number of new MPs, particularly in key rural and coastal constituencies, many 
of these don’t know what an FHL is let alone FHL Allowances, and to get them mumbling in the 
House of Commons, as happened in the spring, we need constituents to be writing to them in 
good numbers. 

 

• It will help facilitate the meetings with new MPs covered elsewhere in this newsletter and key 
to getting MPs to understand the value of our sector. 

 

• It will create good numbers of letters from MPs to Treasury from ‘concerned MPs’ about the 
impact of this policy on their constituents. 

 
Without the petition, none of the above will happen, and it won’t happen unless we get you to do this 
in the biggest numbers ever. 
 
Please take part here: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24           
 

3/ MEMBERS RESPONSES TO TREASURY FHL CONSULTATION. 
 
THE DEADLINE FOR THIS IS SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 
 
We have put two papers on the website for you to aid responding to the Consultation on FHL 
Abolition. It is a much simpler than the usual online Consultation process and will take a couple of 
minutes. Essentially you send an email. 
 
The first document is a suggested response for you to send by email, easy to modify as so many have 
been doing with the Petitions. We have kept it short and to the point, at a single page of A4. 
 
It’s called HMT Treasury FHL Allowances Response. It can be downloaded from here quickly and 
easily:  https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  
 
Just download it, it’s a word doc, and at the top it gives the details of where to send it. Just copy the 
email address in, Put the following in the Subject Line “Response on FHL Allowances”, and paste your 
text into the email and send. That’s it! 
 
The second Document is an almost complete draft of the response that PASC UK will be submitting on 
Friday afternoon this week. Please feel free to review and send any comments you may have to 
support@pascuk.co.uk  
 
It’s called PASC UK FHL Submission Sept 24 v1 and it can also be found here: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ 
 

4/ FHL ABOLITION BUSINESS IMPACT SURVEY 
 
WE ARE AT 7375 ABD WOULD REALLY LIKE TO GET TO 8000 

 
Please make sure that you have done this survey, it only takes a few minutes and the mass of data 
that it provides is really helping us make a case to treasury. They just do not see business surveys of 
this size, so it is very powerful. 

https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
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Click here:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5KMN6JY  

 
5/ VALUATION OFFICE, CHECK YOUR VO6048’S  
 
We have been contacted by the Valuation Office to advise owners of the following, over 4,000 of you 
are about to be reverted to Council Tax. Getting back onto Business Rates can be problematic.... 
 
This is their note to us, please share widely as usual through social media channels. We are in contact 
with the VOA on this. 
 
 

***Last chance to give your property details to the VOA*** 
 
The Valuation Office Agency (VOA) has been writing to owners and operators of self-catering 
properties to check they meet the criteria for business rates. This followed the introduction of 
new rules on 1 April 2023. 
 
Most owners and operators have already provided this information. The VOA is now issuing 
final warnings to around 4,000 properties in England and Wales. If you’ve received a letter and 
not responded with evidence that your property meets the criteria, this is your last chance. 
Otherwise, your property will be moved into Council Tax, and you may receive a backdated bill 
from your local council. 
 
If you receive a letter asking for this information please return the enclosed form as soon as 
possible, and no later than 27 September. You can also complete it digitally and return it by 
email to the address on the form. 
 
If you have any questions you can contact the VOA by visiting https://www.gov.uk/contact-voa 
or by calling 03000 501501 (England) or 03000 505505 (Wales). 

 
 

6/ NEW MP VISIT TO HIGHER WISCOMBE CASE STUDY 
 
On Friday 6th September, we hosted our local MP Richard Foord, Lib Dem at Higher Wiscombe. Alistair 
and Lorna took Richard on a short tour of Higher Wiscombe during changeover with the team all 
working away. We explained to him the value and importance of Tourism to Rural and Coastal 
economies and how many other local hospitality businesses are reliant on the spend from visitors to 
businesses like ours. 
  
We were then joined by 16 local self-catering businesses for an informal Q&A session with Richard 
which gave them the opportunity to represent their businesses and explain the impact of FHL 
abolition on them. We also covered the benefits that Statutory Registration would bring to the 
sector.   
  
We provided all the attendees with labels with their name and business name on it – Richard picked 
up on quite how many of these had “Farm” in them, highlighting how many of these businesses had 
been encouraged to diversify into STL’s by previous Governments.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5KMN6JY
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.gov.uk%252Fcontact-voa%253Ffbclid%253DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2lrHM5n2Yq_8hCoPawKqaB5Xzn1n1sWdsmj3GtB3KUWbPiDeXQxik3LYM_aem_TF-1IM32xY-_o-sBtw6DxQ&h=AT1wbGbc0TXqaPkwRaVrPjoR51CEQVKK_PYe2smQ6n-G0J_PUoQEIBJ8kYy7ysfnS0Q6ACeN82ZrtF7CQdV8DF6EgWEm7DMPI-kgDKMPZhn8EwWD2SAy-pRhQXviGRVlC_0bwobanw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT15frGTHf8Y-PboNM0eK24a8XgUEfkvbTjR-d5BvURSSY2V1r6--SoqGIZJevyvjS7fNTbB1RjGxnuAI1w9qhPKnzlLj58yXYDYDQe2dwjwYvxwlcTSdeUSJ5ygKKSpWPCBbSuiZYEUDkzQKW7lqeBFB7c42PdKFjb5RvdpNepI89034p76Bb0KmD0w7AmCQvj-j3rEUOEV6B2sZxdnkFTXnXB9_KqiWbvb
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The visit lasted just under an hour and was very productive. Richard listened to the points raised and 
took them onboard and we were left feeling that we had a new supporter in Westminster. 
  
If you would like to arrange to host your own MP visit, our “MP Visit Toolkit Guidance for England & 
Wales” can be found under “Reports” on the website. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
7/ READ THE NEW FRANCIS CLARK FHL FAQs 
 
A reminder that there is a new paper to the website, which is an update, written by Francis Clark, on 
what FHL abolition looks like this time, and explains some of the transitional changes that were 
achieved from the last round of lobbying.  
 
We have added toady FHL FAQ’s which covers the mist common questions we area sked about the 
impact of the abolition of FGHL on your businesses. 
 
FRANCIS CLARK FHL FAQs September 2024 
 

 
 
 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk


 

 

7 

This new report can be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ and is free to all to download. 
 
There is also a general update paper from Francis Clark on the proposed Abolition, including the 
transitional concessions gained from the last round of lobbying against the previous Government.   

 
8/ PASC UK WEBINAR AND MEETINGS PROGRAME FOR SEPTEMBER 10 September 
 
We will shortly be announcing further webinars and meetings for the September/October 
programme. These will include the following: 
 

• Govt Policy updates 

• Fire Update (Open plan Guidance, subject to update from Home Office) 

• Sustainability and our sector  

• And more….. 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area. 
  

1/ PASC UK Members General England/Wales Combo Meeting (Members Only) 
 
(This Meeting will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the website) 

 
Thursday 12 September 2024 at 1200  
 
Please join us for a Members Meeting where we will cover the following…..  
 

• Welcome 

• Short Update on status of FHL Abolition  

• Update on Statutory Registration in England 

• Update on Statutory Registration in Wales 

• PASC UK Update 

• Q&A 
 
Please register using this link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkcOmqrDIpH9Ie9wQ7WuMR5N1laDK8WnAw  
 
Once verified as a member you get a link by email to use to join the Meeting. Meetings are restricted 
by Zoom to 100, so first come first served. If oversubscribed, we will promptly call another.  
 

9/ PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD 10 September 
 
Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:  
 

• 11 September. MP Meetings at Portcullis House 

• 14/17 September Liberal democrats Conference, Brighton 

• 17 September. Tourism Alliance Board Meeting 

• 23/24 September Labour Party Conference, Liverpool 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkcOmqrDIpH9Ie9wQ7WuMR5N1laDK8WnAw
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• 29 September to 2 October Conservative Party Conference, Birmingham 

• 4/5 October, Property Investor Show, Excel London 

• 16 October PASC UK Agency Meeting, Bristol.  

• 6/7 November: Scale UK, The Oval London 

 
10/ SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £80 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £140 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £220 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £320 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:chair@pascuk.co.uk
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