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COMMENTARY

FHL is keeping the team busy this week, and we need more input from you this week. Everything you
do helps us to help you to protect your business. We are at a critical time with deadlines and
interventions to deal with together.

| have shared key points below and all actions are in the ‘What we need from you this week section’ at
the end of this newsletter. You'll find more detail on FHL in the general newsletter
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

Alistair and Alex have been in London meeting MPs that we have been able to contact and agree
meetings because of your efforts of the FHL Petition.

Again we are seeing a lot of ‘noise’ in the press about our sector. Headlines such as ‘Wales won’t
survive without Tourism’, ‘Holiday Let Tax backfires, Wales Tourism Dries Up’ and many of the pubs
and restaurants are now speaking out as they now fear for their businesses as accommodation
providers are forced to exit the market.

What is so very apparent is the blatant lack of understanding of the difference between a second
home and a Furnished Holiday Let Business. The FHL businesses provide jobs, support the economy
and provides bed stock for visitors. Some of the responses we are seeing to the letters to your MPs
and MSes also make this lack of understanding so glaringly obvious...


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

The First Minister, Eluned Morgan, has now announced the new Welsh Senedd Cabinet. We are happy
to see Jack Sargeant will remain as our Tourism Minister.

Eluned Morgan MS, will also be announcing the Priorities for Welsh Labour next Tuesday, so | trust you
have completed the survey https://action.labour.org.uk/page/154977/data/1?locale=en-GB and we
look forward to seeing Tourism featuring high on the agenda, not forgetting it is, after all, the 5th
largest sector for employment in Wales bringing in £3.9 billion in GVA to the Welsh Economy.

As always, please contact me directly if you have any thoughts or need anything...
Kind regards
Nicky Williamson,

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

VOA LAST CHANCE REQUEST FOR PROPERTY DETAILS

The VOA have asked us to share this information as they are starting to send out this week final letters
to those who have not responded. The information needs to be provided by 27 September or they will
start moving people over to Council Tax, which will also be backdated.

Last chance to give your property details to the VOA

The Valuation Office Agency (VOA) has been writing to owners and operators of self-catering
properties to check they meet the criteria for business rates. This followed the introduction of new
rules on 1 April 2023.

Most owners and operators have already provided this information. The VOA is now issuing final
warnings to around 4,000 properties (in England and Wales). If you’ve received a letter and not
responded with evidence that your property meets the criteria, please do so now. Otherwise your
property will be moved into Council Tax and you may receive a backdated bill from your local council.

If you receive a letter asking for this information please return the enclosed form as soon as possible,
and no later than 27 September. You can also complete it digitally and return it by email to the
address on the form.

If you have any questions you can contact the VOA by visiting https://www.gov.uk/contact-voa or by
calling 03000 505505 (Wales) or 03000 501501 (England).

WELSH GOVERNMENT CABINET APPOINTMENTS

The First Minister for Wales, Eluned Morgan MS, has announced the new Welsh Government Cabinet
this week.


https://action.labour.org.uk/page/154977/data/1?locale=en-GB
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/contact-voa

We are pleased to see Jack Sargeant remain in post. Mark Drakeford now takes on Finance and Welsh
Language, replacing Rebecca Evans who moves across to Economy, Energy and Planning.

Full details here: https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-new-government-delivering-wales

WELSH LABOUR PRIORITIES — HAVE YOUR SAY

Have you completed this yet? And have you shared with local tourism businesses?
https://action.labour.org.uk/page/154977/data/1?locale=en-GB

Here is the Facebook link;
https://www.facebook.com/pascukltd/posts/pfbid02biNzegkmBdTn84cVxaGwXV8sF49PWKNPmMt14yX
pvTx7fulrlgskKHarL6nNigdQel

Full guidance notes, including prompts as to why Tourism should be a priority and supporting data are
here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

Let’s ensure Tourism features in Welsh Labour’s top priorities for Wales.

This is also linked to Eluned Morgan, First Minister’s ‘Listening Tour’ across Wales this summer. So if
you didn’t get your voice heard face to face, this is your last opportunity.

Welsh Labour will be announcing their priorities on Tuesday, so don’t miss your opportunity.

ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES

Please follow the General Newsletter for full detailed update:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

There will be a full update on FHL Allowances and our Consultation submission in the combined Wales
& England Members Meeting on Thursday the 12th September at noon.

1/ WESTMINSTER HALL DEBATE
Thanks to those of you who submitted the (last minute) iParl regarding the Westminster Hall debate.
We got to over 1400 in a matter of a few days — this is great — Thank you.

2/ THE FHL PETITION

This petition is working as we are getting MP meetings and Party Conference Meetings from this but
we need more - we need YOUR MP to get on board and meet with us...

Last count 8,800 and we need to get to 10,000 by Monday

Please take part here: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24

Alistair and Alex were able to meet with a number of MPs this week and this was a direct result of the
iParl petition. So thanks again and please keep going... we need more!

3/ MEMBERS RESPONSES TO TREASURY FHL CONSULTATION. — DEADLINE THIS SUNDAY 15
SEPTEMBER
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We have put two papers on the website for you, in order to aid responding to the Consultation on FHL
Abolition. It will take a couple of minutes. Essentially you send an email which we have prepared for
you.

The first document is called HMT Treasury FHL Allowances Response. It can be downloaded from here
quickly and easily: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ It's a suggested response for you to send by
email, easy to modify as so many have been doing with the Petitions. We have kept it short and to the
point, at a single page of A4.

The second Document is called PASC UK FHL Submission Sept 24 v1 and it can also be found here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ It’s an almost complete draft of the response that PASC UK will be
submitting on Friday afternoon this week. Please feel free to review and send any comments you may
have to support@pascuk.co.uk

4/ FHL ABOLITION BUSINESS IMPACT SURVEY

WE ARE AT c 7400 ABD WOULD REALLY LIKE TO GET TO 8000

Click here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5KMN6JY

Please make sure that you have done this survey, it only takes a few minutes and the mass of data
that it provides is really helping us make a case to treasury. They just do not see business surveys of
this size, so it is very powerful.

MP Visits

Alastair arranged a visit with his local MP, Richard Foord, who is of course, new to the role. It was a
great example of how these visits can help us to get engagement behind us to champion the cause.
After a quick tour of the business, he met with 18 PASC UK members from within the constituency.

He understands the City/Rural dilemma, and how important we are to rural and coastal economies and
will now attend and speak at the Westminster Hall Debate, which will be taking place as you read this
newsletter.

Great result as we have another advocate of the sector in London. This is why we need you to arrange
MP visits and how powerful they can be.

MP Letters

Those of you who have written to your MPs via the iParl system are now receiving responses. This is
now your opportunity to create more of a dialogue with them, whether they have been positive in their
responses or not.

It is the time now for you to communicate in more detail specifically how it is affecting you and your
business. We are therefore not prescriptive in how you respond but rather, give you some pointers of
what you might include... Please copy support@pascuk.co.uk into these emails as it will tell us which
MPs are either wavering or supporting and we will also follow-up directly sending them information on
the impact of abolition.

There are therefore two kinds of response.....

If your MP is SUPPORTIVE:


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5KMN6JY

Write back, replying to their email, thanking them, and saying that many other MPs are also
supporting businesses like yours, and that common phrases are 'that the Government must pause’,
'further transitional concessions are needed, for real businesses',

If you are limited by planning for holiday use only, say that too.

Ask them to write to the Treasury Minister again and tell them of the impact the abolition will have
on you.

In Wales: You may also mention the cumulative effect of this, when combined with current Welsh
Govt interventions e.g. 182 days, Council Tax Premiums, Article 4 Direction.

Ask for a meeting so they can understand our sector better.

If your MP is NOT SUPPORTIVE or has just offered a standard ‘Central Office’ Response:

Point out the following:

You have done nothing wrong, you followed HMRC rules, which have existed since 1984 and they
are being abolished too quickly, the alleged loophole has been caused not by rule changes for FHL's
but because the Government has come down too hard on Long Term lets.

If your property has planning limitations, then raise that too.

Explain how this will affect you, as a business and as individuals including the impact on your savings,
pensions and retirement plans. If your property is never going to end up as an affordable home or a
starter home for any reason point that out. Why persecute businesses for a goal that will never be

achievable?

In Wales: You may also mention the cumulative effect of this, when combined with current Welsh
Govt interventions e.g. 182 days, Council Tax Premiums, Article 4 Direction

Ask for a meeting so that you can make your case.

NEW / UPDATED MEMBER PAPERS

A reminder of the Member Papers which have been published in the past few weeks.

The papers can be found in the members section of the website, by following this link:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

And here are some visuals to remind you of what is there.
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GWYNEDD HOUSING RESEARCH SURVEY

Closing date for this survey is Friday.

Feedback was invited from property owners who have been registered as changing from second home
to main residence in the past 2 years.

The consultation survey asks about residential status and how long owners have been resident in
Gwynedd.

Please find the link here: https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/152939. If this applies to
you, please ensure you complete the survey by the above deadline.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

PASC UK Members General England/Wales Combo Meeting (Members Only)
This Meeting was today, but a reminder that it will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the
website.

IN THE NEWS:

e Holiday Let Tax backfires, Wales Tourism Dries Up
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/holiday-let-tax-backfires-wales-tourism-
dries-up/

e Pembrokeshire second home owner says 300% council tax premium is a 'kick'
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyl52jz73vo Second homes for sale treble
after council tax hike

e First Minister Eluned Morgan this week insisted the government backed the tourism
sector but that measures were needed to support local people to live in their
communities, and a tax would help raise money towards amenities.
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/ghost-villages-warning-first-
minister-29868384

e Wales can’t survive without Tourism: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/news-
opinion/wales-cant-survive-without-tourism-29904125

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. The FHL Petition: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
2. Members Responses To Treasury FHL Consultation (Deadline THIS SUNDAY 15 September)
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i.  HMT Treasury FHL Allowances Response https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ Download and
send as an email (more details in the FHL section)
ii. Review PASC UK FHL Submission Sept 24 v1 https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ Please send
any comments you may have to support@pascuk.co.uk
FHL Abolition Business Impact Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5KMN6JY
Welsh Labour Priorities https://action.labour.org.uk/page/154977/data/1?locale=en-GB PASC UK
Guidance Notes are here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
FHL iParl This is the link: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
Share both 4 & 5 above with local FHLs and local businesses.
Provide property information to VOA by 27 September, if you have received a request
Arrange an MP/MS Visit
Gwynedd residents, housing consultation as detailed above.
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WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

;.@ PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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