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COMMENTARY

The First Minister, Eluned Morgan announced the priorities for Welsh Government this week, having
announced the new Senedd Cabinet last week. We are still keen to know where the responsibility for
Tourism will lie and are hopeful of continuity with Jack Sargeant, MS. The priorities do not mention
Tourism except for some ‘tweaks to the Tourism and Registration Bill’, we hope to understand more
about this very soon.

Much activity on the Abolition of FHL Allowances, including an update on the Westminster Hall Debate
last week, a further push on the actions required to protect our businesses and guidance on next steps
in your communication with your MPs and MSes and a new member deal with a Capital Allowance
specialist.

Thousands of FHL businesses will be reverted to Council Tax if the VOA don’t receive the information
requested, so please don’t miss the deadline if you have been asked for this information by VOA.

We continue to build member benefit with a further 2 updated papers this week on the minefield of
PPL/PRS and an update on open plan and larger properties.

We are also entering Party Conference season and PASC UK will be present at all the main party
conferences over the next weeks. The iParl becomes increasingly important here as we use the
volume of your letters to MPs to enable us to secure meetings with MPs, so please ensure you are not
missing this opportunity to help us to get your voice heard.



Kind regards

Nicky Williamson,
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WELSH LABOUR PRIORITIES STATEMENT

First Minister, Eluned Morgan made a statement on Tuesday outlining the priorities for Welsh Labour.
This is as a result of the survey, which we have been sharing —there were 7000 respondents along
with the Listening Tour she has been carrying out across Wales over the past few weeks.

There was only one mention of Tourism, when the First Minister advised there would be ‘some
tweaks’ to the Tourism and Registration Bill with more detail coming in the very near future. We will
of course, monitor this and advise accordingly.

The other area we would hope would benefit us is the focus on growth of the Welsh Economy and job
creation.

There was talk of ‘hope’ for the people of Wales and the statement finished with ‘By focusing on the
priorities of the people of Wales, we will build a nation where everybody feels valued, respected and
heard: a fairer, greener and more prosperous nation that gives people the confidence to [...] grow a
business.’

| have summarised the priorities here:

e To provide 'iechyd da', good health - cut NHS waiting times, including for mental health, improve
access to social care, improve services for women's health.

e Alongside the UK Government, we will focus on green jobs and growth - Create jobs that not only
tackle the climate crisis, but help make families better off and restore nature. Accelerate planning
decisions to grow our Welsh economy.

e To ensure opportunities for every family - Boost standards in our schools and colleges and provide
more homes for social rent, ensuring that every family has the chance to succeed.

e We will be connecting communities. Transform our railways and deliver a better bus network. Fix
our roads and empower local communities to make choices on 20 mph.

The full statement is available here: http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/a91a7f16-e74d-4a5a-b415-
dbd7e389a9aa?inPoint=01:23:39&o0utPoint=02:07:58

The survey is still live and it is suggested it will remain live, so | would suggest we continue to share
this widely within our Tourism circles. Surely there are more than 7,000 of us that think Tourism is a
priority.

https://action.labour.org.uk/page/154977/data/1?locale=en-GB Facebook link;
https://www.facebook.com/pascukltd/posts/pfbid02biNzegkmBdTn84cVxaGwXV8sF49PWKNPmt14yX
pvTx7fulrlgskKHgrL6nNigdQel

Guidance notes here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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VALUATION OFFICE URGENT: THOUSANDS BEING REVERETED TO COUNCIL
TAX

This is a repeat but it is important — if you have received a letter please ensure you respond before the
27 September deadline.

The VOA have asked us to share this information as they are sending out final letters to those who
have not responded. The information needs to be provided by 27 September or they will start moving
people over to Council Tax, which will also be backdated.

Last chance to give your property details to the VOA

The Valuation Office Agency (VOA) has been writing to owners and operators of self-catering
properties to check they meet the criteria for business rates. This followed the introduction of new
rules on 1 April 2023.

Most owners and operators have already provided this information. The VOA is now issuing final
warnings to around 4,000 properties (in England and Wales). If you’ve received a letter and not
responded with evidence that your property meets the criteria, please do so now. Otherwise your
property will be moved into Council Tax and you may receive a backdated bill from your local council.

If you receive a letter asking for this information please return the enclosed form as soon as possible,
and no later than 27 September. You can also complete it digitally and return it by email to the
address on the form.

If you have any questions you can contact the VOA by visiting https://www.gov.uk/contact-voa or by
calling 03000 505505 (Wales) or 03000 501501 (England).

WELSH GOVERNMENT CABINET APPOINTMENTS

Following last week’s Welsh Government Cabinet announcement, we were pleased to see Jack
Sargeant MS, remain in role, having started to develop a positive relationship with him. We are
hoping he will retain Tourism as part of his remit and are waiting to hear on this. We will keep you
posted.

Full details here: https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-new-government-delivering-wales

ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES

Please follow the General Newsletter for full detailed update:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

iParl Petition: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24 This is proving a key element in getting MP
meetings and giving us a chance to inform new MPs about the sector and the harm that FHL abolition
(and other interventions) will do. If you haven’t done it, please do so now. Itis at 9,500 against a target
of 10,000.
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Please make sure all in your household that can vote have done so, and that you have shared as widely
as possible on social media.

Second ask is to finally close of the FHL Abolition business Impact Survey. This now stands at 7,472, and
we’d love to see this past 7,500, business surveys just don’t normally reach this kind of scale, and we
will be using it as we continue to press Treasury for both pause, and further transitional concessions on
FHL abolition.

If you have done it, please do, just 28 needed. Click here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SKMN6JY

The PASC UK Submission to Treasury was sent in ahead of the 15th September deadline, this was an
incredible piece of work and we also submitted a letter from our agency members, with their logos,
expressing the harm that abolition would do. There is more detail on this below, and the steps that we
continue take on pushing back against this policy.

WESTMINSTER HALL DEBATE

The Westminster Hall debate on the regulation of short term lets led by Labour MP Rachel Blake took
place last week.

Rachel Blake MP, thanked the members for their contributions, noting some of the damage that short
term lets are doing to the communities. Blake welcomed the impending introduction of the
registration scheme and called for more thought to be directed towards a licensing scheme.

Full details are available in the general newsletter: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-
newsletters/

You can see the full debate here: https://shorttermrentalz.com/news/westminster-regulation-short-
term-lets-debate/

MP Letters

Those of you who have written to your MPs via the iParl system are now receiving responses. This is
now your opportunity to create more of a dialogue with them, whether they have been positive in their
responses or not.

It is the time now for you to communicate in more detail specifically how it is affecting you and your
business. We are therefore not prescriptive in how you respond but rather, give you some pointers of
what you might include... Please copy support@pascuk.co.uk into these emails as it will tell us which
MPs are either wavering or supporting and we will also follow-up directly sending them information on
the impact of abolition.

There are therefore two kinds of response.....
If your MP is SUPPORTIVE:
e Write back, replying to their email, thanking them, and saying that many other MPs are also

supporting businesses like yours, and that common phrases are 'that the Government must pause’,
'further transitional concessions are needed, for real businesses',
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e [f you are limited by planning for holiday use only, say that too.

e Ask them to write to the Treasury Minister again and tell them of the impact the abolition will have
on you.

e In Wales: You may also mention the cumulative effect of this, when combined with current Welsh
Govt interventions e.g. 182 days, Council Tax Premiums, Article 4 Direction.

e Ask for a meeting so they can understand our sector better.

If your MP is NOT SUPPORTIVE or has just offered a standard ‘Central Office’ Response:

e Point out the following:
You have done nothing wrong, you followed HMRC rules, which have existed since 1984 and they
are being abolished too quickly, the alleged loophole has been caused not by rule changes for FHL's
but because the Government has come down too hard on Long Term lets.

e |If your property has planning limitations, then raise that too.

e Explain how this will affect you, as a business and as individuals including the impact on your savings,
pensions and retirement plans. If your property is never going to end up as an affordable home or a
starter home for any reason point that out. Why persecute businesses for a goal that will never be
achievable?

e In Wales: You may also mention the cumulative effect of this, when combined with current Welsh
Govt interventions e.g. 182 days, Council Tax Premiums, Article 4 Direction

e Ask for a meeting so that you can make your case.

NEW / UPDATED MEMBER PAPERS
We continue to build our database of member papers. This week please find the following:
ACCOMPANYING NOTES FOR SLEEPING ACCOMMODATION V2

(For all).

In the absence of any update from the Home Office on larger properties and open plan properties, we
are re-issuing our original paper on this from early last year, in the new easier to read format. We still
do not have a date from the Home Office regarding their update. You can download it here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire checks and safety/
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PRS/PPL PAPER AND DISCRETIONARY LICENSING POLICY FAQ's Aug 24
(For Members only)

This paper explains the discretionary licencing arrangements for self-catering negotiated by PASC UK.
This has been updated and put in the new easier to read format. Members can download it here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
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All the Member Papers which have been published in the past few weeks can be found in the
members section of the website, by following this link: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

It is Party Conference season and we will have PASC UK presence at the three main Party Conferences.

PASC UK CAPITAL ALLOWANCES WEBINAR - Wednesday 9 October 2024 at 1100 (Open to all)
(This Webinar will be recorded and placed in the General area of the website)

Please join us for a Webinar where we will cover the following.....
. Welcome


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

o Short Update on status of FHL Abolition

o Introduction to PASC UK’s Capital Allowance Partner
o What does the partnership bring?

o What can you claim?

o How to go about claiming?

J Q&A

Please register using this link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN XeeHtX-
bQc2hyr36nzLzZWA

IN THE NEWS:

Shorttermrentalz covers the Westminster debate last week:
https://shorttermrentalz.com/news/westminster-regulation-short-term-lets-debate/

Further coverage in the media this week where plans for a new housing estate in Botwnnog, North
Wales were blocked after concerns that non-Welsh speakers could cause ‘significant harm’
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/09/16/welsh-village-botwnnog-english-speakers-not-

welcome/

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. FHL:

e Get an Accountant

e Claim Capital Allowances

e FHL Make sure you have done iParl Petition 2 If you haven’t just click here:
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24

e Make sure you have taken part in the Owner Impact Survey: Here’s the link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5KMN6JY

MP visit to businesses - MPs will be back in their Constituencies from 12 Sept to 7 October

Provide property information to VOA by 27 September, if you have received a request

Gwynedd residents, housing consultation as detailed above.

Welsh Labour Priorities https://action.labour.org.uk/page/154977/data/1?locale=en-GB PASC UK

Guidance Notes are here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.



