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Today’s update includes:
e Commentary
e Rebecca Evans MS takes over responsibility for Tourism & Hospitality
e URGENT: Valuation Office Thousands Being Reverted To Council Tax
e Zeal Tax as a PASC UK partner. Zeal Tax specialise in Capital Allowances
e Local Groups: Gwynedd — Request for interest
e Abolition of FHL Allowances
e New / Updated Member Papers [REMINDER]
e Dates for the diary / Members Meetings
e What we need from you this week?
¢ Wales information and where to find it
o Disclaimer

COMMENTARY

We are in the midst of Party Conferences Season and PASC UK are attending all 3 of the main UK party
Conferences this year. Last week was the Liberal Democrat Conference. The General Newsletter
covers this in more detail https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

This week saw the Labour Party Conference in Liverpool, which was of great interest as Labour’s first
conference since returning to power. While it doesn’t provide specifics about policy, it does give
further information on the ‘direction of travel’.

| have listened to most of the main speeches and a key moment for me was during the Prime Minister,
Sir Keir Starmer’s speech:

Sir Kier talked about us all needing joy in our lives, having previously referred to the anxiety the nation
are feeling. He went on to talk about a place that brings that joy for him being the Lake District. He
shared a story of returning to ‘the Cottage where we used to stay’. He talked so affectionately and
personally about this happy memory, how it was of such significance to his mother and to him and he
had brought his own children back to see it.

For me, this summed up what our sector do every day...

We make memories for families, who treasure these experiences and re-live them through the
generations. Kier Starmer’s story wasn’t unusual, nearly every family has those stories. The
interventions we are experiencing today and the anxiety we are feeling, makes this sector and those
memories so fragile, when actually we should be celebrating the joy we bring every day. Our FHL


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

sector should be treasured for that contribution to family life and family history ... for generations to
come.

The Party Conferences are an important occasion for exposure to MPs and after a very timely surge to
the iParl Petition just prior to the Labour Party Conference, this gave PASC UK an excellent vehicle to
speak with MPs.

The FHL iParl has now reached 10,400 and the Survey is now at over 7,500. A huge ‘Thank you’ to all
who have taken part - it is a great example of how much numbers matter. The numbers put the
weight behind the message PASC UK deliver from our members.

In Wales, we see a further change in Ministerial responsibility. Tourism now falls within the
responsibilities of Rebecca Evans MS, within her role as Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Energy and
Planning.

Finally, we have a couple of changes at Board level within PASC UK. Beth Bailey has been with the
Board since it was founded 7 years ago and has made a huge contribution to the growth of PASC UK
over this time. We are also delighted to welcome Zak Ali from Together Travel who has been
appointed to the Board with his first meeting next week. More details can be found in the General
Newsletter.

Kind regards
Nicky Williamson,

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

TOURISM MINISTER UPDATE

Further to the announcement of the Cabinet last week, we now see changes to the next layer of their
responsibilities. Rebecca Evans MS, takes on responsibility for Tourism within her role as Cabinet
Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning. You can see her full profile here:
(https://www.gov.wales/rebecca-evans-ms#154263)

As the UK and Welsh Labour Government reinforce their focus on Growing the Economy. Tourism is
the fifth largest employer in Wales, and the only ‘industry’ in many rural and coastal areas, so we are
hopeful this will warrant a dedicated Tourism Minister and will keep you updated on developments in
this area.

In the meantime we welcome Rebecca Evans MS to her new role and look forward to working
together to grow this particular corner of the economy and to move forward in the steps we have
begun in the recent weeks.

VALUATION OFFICE URGENT: THOUSANDS BEING REVERETED TO COUNCIL
TAX [REPEAT]
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We wanted to clarify that our understanding is that this relates to occasions where the VOA have
asked for information previously but not received it. If you have an active case you should continue
with the deadlines given.

If you are one of the 4000 who have received a ‘final warning’ letter please ensure you respond before
the 27 September deadline.

If you are in any doubt, we would advise you check with the VOA.

The VOA have asked us to share this information as they are sending out final letters to those who
have not responded. The information needs to be provided by 27 September or they will start moving
people over to Council Tax, which will also be backdated.

Last chance to give your property details to the VOA

The Valuation Office Agency (VOA) has been writing to owners and operators of self-catering
properties to check they meet the criteria for business rates. This followed the introduction of new
rules on 1 April 2023.

Most owners and operators have already provided this information. The VOA is now issuing final
warnings to around 4,000 properties (in England and Wales). If you’ve received a letter and not
responded with evidence that your property meets the criteria, please do so now. Otherwise your
property will be moved into Council Tax and you may receive a backdated bill from your local council.

If you receive a letter asking for this information please return the enclosed form as soon as possible,
and no later than 27 September. You can also complete it digitally and return it by email to the
address on the form.

If you have any questions you can contact the VOA by visiting https://www.gov.uk/contact-voa or by
calling 03000 505505 (Wales) or 03000 501501 (England).

PASC UK PARTNER WITH ZEAL CAPITAL ALLOWANCES

ZEAL

We are excited to announce a new collaboration between Zeal and PASC UK, aimed at providing our
members with a valuable service — helping you take advantage of any unclaimed capital
allowances you are entitled to, before it’s too late.

This is an important time for all businesses to check that they have made their claims in this area
which can amount to substantial sums of money.
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Zeal work on a paid-by-results basis with no upfront costs, there is no risk in having a conversation
with their team. PASC UK members receive an exclusive discounted rate on Zeal’s fee.

e Zeal have made available an exclusive Capital Allowances guide for PASC UK members, which
you can download here. https://gozeal.co.uk/guide-download-pasc-uk/

e PASC UK members can schedule a free 15-minute consultation with a representative from Zeal
here. https://calendly.com/pasc-zeal or you can contact their team on 01633 742244 or email

pasc@gozeal.co.uk

More details are provided in the General Newsletter

We have also arranged a Webinar with Zeal at 1100 on 9 October.
All can attend this webinar, see below for details.

We are excited about the benefits this partnership will bring to our members and look forward to
helping you maximise your financial potential.

LOCAL GROUPS: GWYNEDD

Would you be interested in joining a Gwynedd local Members Group?

The purpose of the group will be to share information and insights and support each other through
what is a unique set of circumstances in the county, also to share positive ideas and actions to
continue to operate as small businesses offering a quality service.

If you would be interested in joining a Gwynedd group please contact Eliza on eliza@webgenie.org.uk
and/or nicky@pascuk.co.uk

ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES

Please follow the General Newsletter for full detailed update:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

MP Letters

Those of you who have written to your MPs via the iParl system are now receiving responses. This is
now your opportunity to create more of a dialogue with them, whether they have been positive in their
responses or not.

It is the time now for you to communicate in more detail specifically how it is affecting you and your
business. We are therefore not prescriptive in how you respond but rather, give you some pointers of
what you might include... Please copy support@pascuk.co.uk into these emails as it will tell us which
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MPs are either wavering or supporting and we will also follow-up directly sending them information on
the impact of abolition.

There are therefore two kinds of response.....

If your MP is SUPPORTIVE:

e Write back, replying to their email, thanking them, and saying that many other MPs are also
supporting businesses like yours, and that common phrases are 'that the Government must pause’,
'further transitional concessions are needed, for real businesses’,

e |f you are limited by planning for holiday use only, say that too.

e Ask them to write to the Treasury Minister again and tell them of the impact the abolition will have
on you.

e In Wales: You may also mention the cumulative effect of this, when combined with current Welsh
Govt interventions e.g. 182 days, Council Tax Premiums, Article 4 Direction.

e Ask for a meeting so they can understand our sector better.

If your MP is NOT SUPPORTIVE or has just offered a standard ‘Central Office’ Response:

e Point out the following:
You have done nothing wrong, you followed HMRC rules, which have existed since 1984 and they
are being abolished too quickly, the alleged loophole has been caused not by rule changes for FHL's
but because the Government has come down too hard on Long Term lets.

e |If your property has planning limitations, then raise that too.

e Explain how this will affect you, as a business and as individuals including the impact on your savings,
pensions and retirement plans. If your property is never going to end up as an affordable home or a
starter home for any reason point that out. Why persecute businesses for a goal that will never be

achievable?

e In Wales: You may also mention the cumulative effect of this, when combined with current Welsh
Govt interventions e.g. 182 days, Council Tax Premiums, Article 4 Direction

e Ask for a meeting so that you can make your case.

MP VISITS

The PASC UK MP Visit Toolkit has now been released to make doing this as easy as possible. It is
available on the website here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

There are three parts.

e Ashort Guide on how to arrange a Meeting with your MP/MS.
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e Aninfographic sheet for England
e Aninfographic sheet for Wales

MPs will be back in their Constituencies from 12 Sept to 7 October

Inviting your MP to visit your accommodation is a great opportunity for them to be introduced to your
business and for you to raise the many challenges facing the sector, including the proposed FHL
abolition.

Whilst Parliament’s Summer Recess came to an end on 2" September, MPs are only back for two
weeks before they head off again on Conference Recess from 12t September to 7t October, so there

are plenty of opportunities to get your local MP to visit.

Beyond the 7™ October you can still invite your MP to visit, but it’s likely their constituency day will be
on a Friday, and we know that’s change over day!

Any time we can get with MPs is important in our efforts to defend the sector.

There is a Webinar on the website, which helps explain how you can arrange an MP visit or how you
can get to meet with your MP, to make a vase of how damaging this policy will be.

NEW / UPDATED MEMBER PAPERS

All the Member Papers which have been published in the past few weeks can be found in the
members section of the website, by following this link: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1) PASC UK CAPITAL ALLOWANCES WEBINAR - Wednesday 9 October 2024 at 1100 (Open to all)
(This Webinar will be recorded and placed in the General area of the website)

Please join us for a Webinar where we will cover the following.....

o Welcome

o Short Update on status of FHL Abolition

o Introduction to PASC UK’s Capital Allowance Partner
o What does the partnership bring?

o What can you claim?

o How to go about claiming?

° Q&A

Please register using this link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN XeeHtX-
bQc2hyr36nzLzZWA

2) PASC UK Agency Meeting, 16 October, Wotton-under-Edge
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We are delighted to be hosting our first in-person Agency Conference. If you are an agency member
and would like to know more, please contact nicky@pascuk.co.uk or support@pascuk.co.uk

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. FHL:
e Getan Accountant
e Claim Capital Allowances
e FHL Make sure you have done iParl Petition 2 If you haven’t just click here:
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
e Make sure you have taken part in the Owner Impact Survey: Here’s the link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5KMNG6JY
2. MP visit to businesses - MPs will be back in their Constituencies from 12 Sept to 7 October
3. Provide property information to VOA by 27 September, if you have received a request

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

$#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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