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COMMENTARY

It has been a week on the road with meetings this week.

Kicked off with a trip to Cardiff to meet with the Tourism Levy team, followed by a further meeting
with Welsh Government officials in North Wales culminating in the PASC UK team getting together for
the first time at our very first Agency Conference, near Bristol.

We have just completed a day of stimulating discussion at the Agency Meeting, with a ‘tour’ of
legislation from Europe, to Scotland, England and of course, Wales. We had great support from our
Sponsors, Key Data, Super Control and Zeal. It was great to see so many of our Agency members from
Wales as well as UK and to talk in person about our amazing sector. We will look forward to sharing
more highlights in the General Newsletter, but in the meantime here is a picture of the PASC UK team
ready for action...



As you know we work very closely with our colleagues at the Wales Tourism Alliance and this week we
are sharing a survey that is being run jointly between the 4 UK Tourism Alliances. We would ask you to
take a few minutes to complete the survey.

| am pleased to see activity in our local groups and have included a brief update with more to follow
next week.

Finally, Visit Wales are running a webinar on ‘The Year of Croeso’ 2025. The webinar will talk in detail
about Visit Wales’ Marketing activities in this area and how this can help your business. The webinar
will have taken place on reading this but | have repeated the details so you can watch on catchup.

Kind regards

Nicky Williamson,
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

MEETING WITH TOURISM LEVY OFFICIALS
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PASC UK were delighted to be invited to Cardiff last week, to meet with representatives from the
Welsh Government Tourism Levy policy team and the Welsh Revenue Agency. We were able to
discuss our ‘asks’ and their plans for the next steps in introducing a Tourism Levy.

The team discussed the requests we had made previously and we were pleased to hear that they had
listened and taken on board some of our previous suggestions, for example keeping it simple to
operate and keeping it fair, with a rate that is fair and ensuring transparency around how the funds
raised will be spent.

Although the Bill will be passed in the Senedd this November, it is not expected to be implemented
until 2027 at the very earliest. After the Bill has been passed there will be a vote in the Senedd next
Summer, after which the Local Authorities will begin their consultation process, triggering 12 months
formal notice.

Once the Bill has been passed the next stage will be testing which will take place next year. At which
time the team have requested our assistance in gaining further feedback from the sector, followed by
preparation and guidance in due course.

Many of the details remain unconfirmed, but we were grateful of the opportunity to discuss the

introduction of a Levy with the team on behalf of our members. We understand a statement will be
issued soon, when we hope to be able to provide you with more detail.

ZEAL CAPITAL ALLOWANCES — MORE INFORMATION



ZEAL

We have included this information again, as it is important that we don’t miss out on claiming any
eligible capital allowances. If the abolition of FHL allowances goes ahead next April the rules will
change and you may be missing out on eligible claims. Zeal Tax are specialists in their field and are
offering a discount to our members. We have nothing to loose by having an initial conversation.

Over 500 members and non-members joined the call and | think many of us were surprised what could
be claimed with the majority of FHLs not having claimed eligible Capital Allowances. There is nothing
to lose by having a conversation with Zeal and they are offering members a discounted rate if you go
ahead. They are experts in Capital Allowances and specialise in our sector so | would urge you to look
into this... and before the proposed Abolition to FHL allowances next year.

Capital allowances are a form of tax relief that allows businesses to offset certain expenditure against
taxable profits and it is estimated that 80% of owners have never claimed this tax relief and are
unknowingly sitting on thousands of pounds in tax savings.

Many self-catering property owners believe they have claimed all their capital allowances and are
totally unaware that ‘embedded fixtures’ in the fabric of their building (such as electrical systems,
heating and ventilation, water pipework and more) also qualify for capital allowances tax relief.

This tax relief can be claimed on part of the original purchase price or construction cost of the building
and can generate significant tax savings. You could also be entitled to reclaim tax paid in previous
years as a cash rebate from HMRC.

LOCAL GROUPS: GWYNEDD

Thank you Eliza for taking the lead on setting up this group. Eliza has been in touch with those who
came forward but if there is anyone else who is interested, we would still love to hear from you.

The purpose of the group will be to share information and insights and support each other through
what is a unique set of circumstances in the county, also to share positive ideas and actions to
continue to operate as small businesses offering a quality service.

If you would be interested in joining a Gwynedd group please contact Eliza on eliza@webgenie.org.uk
and/or nicky@pascuk.co.uk

LOCAL GROUPS: CEREDIGION

The Ceredigion Group have been able to arrange a meeting with their local councillor, MS and MP Ben
Lake in November. They are looking for some case studies from Ceredigion FHL owners with FHLs in
Ceredigion. We will share more on this in next week’s newsletter.
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JOINT NATIONAL TOURISM SURVEY, PLEASE TAKE PART
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We are asking all readers of this newsletter to help by taking part in this survey. It will help the
Associations that we work with enormously. Your Chair is a Board Member of the Wales Tourism
Alliance and on the Advisory Council at the Tourism Alliance. We also work very closely with the ASSC
in Scotland, who are Members of the Scottish Tourism Alliance.

It only takes a few minutes, once you click to enter, you choose which national survey you wish to
answer. Details below. Click here: https://bit.ly/TourismAlliancesSurvey2024

For the first time, the four tourism alliances covering the whole of the UK have collaborated on
a joint survey that will capture a UK-wide picture of the economic and policy environment that
tourism and hospitality businesses are operating in.

In partnership with leading research company 56 Degree Insight, The Scottish Tourism Alliance
(STA), The Tourism Alliance (England), The Northern Ireland Tourism Alliance (NITA), and The
Wales Tourism Alliance (WTA) are seeking feedback on the current business environment that
the tourism and hospitality sector is operating in and looking to gauge opinion on whether
government is doing enough to support the industry.

By answering this short survey, we aim to create a strong voice that amplifies what we need
from our respective governments to better support and grow our industry and visitor offer,
along with communicating the reality on the ground concerning the challenges and threats our
sector is facing

e The survey is aimed at businesses across all parts of the tourism and hospitality
ecosystem
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https://www.wta.org.uk/
https://www.wta.org.uk/

e There are three sections: About you; Business performance and Government
sentiment. In addition, there are also some short Nation-specific questions at the end of
the survey to answer

e To capture the unique challenges our individual geographic areas, survey respondents
will be directed to a set of dedicated questions for their respective nation

e The survey will take around 10 minutes to complete

e We encourage you to complete the whole survey to give as full a picture as possible

e The survey is completely anonymous, and all your responses will be treated in
confidence

Click here to take part: https://bit.ly/TourismAlliancesSurvey2024

The survey closes at midnight on Friday 1%t November.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey and for helping to strengthen the voice
of the UK’s tourism and hospitality sector and our asks of government

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL PUBS PLEASE AND SIGN THIS PETITION

LONG LIVE
THE LOCAL

The British Beer and Pub Association (BBPA) have a Petition running under their ‘Long Live the Local’
campaign. The campaign is to try and persuade the Government not to raise beer taxes anymore.

It very similar to the iParl petitions that you sign for PASC UK.
This is what the BBPA say.... ‘You pay some of the highest tax for a pint in Europe while publicans
earn just £0.12 income on a pint. But, politicians are still thinking of increasing the taxes we all pay

on our pint.

The tax on your pint, beer duty, is twice the European average. This is on top of record high business
rates and a new beer bottle tax. This means higher prices for all of us’.

Please support the pubs which we need for own business success by clicking here:
https://www.longlivethelocal.pub/letter

ABOLITION OF FHL ALLOWANCES

Please follow the General Newsletter for full detailed update:


https://bit.ly/TourismAlliancesSurvey2024
https://www.longlivethelocal.pub/letter

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

Thank you again for the flurry to push the Petition and Surveys on FHL over the line, they now stand at
10,500 and 7,570 respectively. These form a big part of our continued push to get more concessions on
FHL Abolition.

MP Letters [REPEAT]

Those of you who have written to your MPs via the iParl system are now receiving responses. This is
now your opportunity to create more of a dialogue with them, whether they have been positive in their
responses or not.

It is the time now for you to communicate in more detail specifically how it is affecting you and your
business. We are therefore not prescriptive in how you respond but rather, give you some pointers of
what you might include... Please copy support@pascuk.co.uk into these emails as it will tell us which
MPs are either wavering or supporting and we will also follow-up directly sending them information on
the impact of abolition.

There are therefore two kinds of response.....

If your MP is SUPPORTIVE:

e Write back, replying to their email, thanking them, and saying that many other MPs are also
supporting businesses like yours, and that common phrases are 'that the Government must pause’,
'further transitional concessions are needed, for real businesses',

e [f you are limited by planning for holiday use only, say that too.

e Ask them to write to the Treasury Minister again and tell them of the impact the abolition will have
on you.

e In Wales: You may also mention the cumulative effect of this, when combined with current Welsh
Govt interventions e.g. 182 days, Council Tax Premiums, Article 4 Direction.

e Ask for a meeting so they can understand our sector better.

If your MP is NOT SUPPORTIVE or has just offered a standard ‘Central Office’ Response:

e Point out the following:
You have done nothing wrong, you followed HMRC rules, which have existed since 1984 and they
are being abolished too quickly, the alleged loophole has been caused not by rule changes for FHL's
but because the Government has come down too hard on Long Term lets.

e |f your property has planning limitations, then raise that too.

e Explain how this will affect you, as a business and as individuals including the impact on your savings,
pensions and retirement plans. If your property is never going to end up as an affordable home or a
starter home for any reason point that out. Why persecute businesses for a goal that will never be
achievable?


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

e In Wales: You may also mention the cumulative effect of this, when combined with current Welsh
Govt interventions e.g. 182 days, Council Tax Premiums, Article 4 Direction

e Ask for a meeting so that you can make your case.

MP VISITS [REPEAT]

The PASC UK MP Visit Toolkit has now been released to make doing this as easy as possible. It is
available on the website here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

There are three parts.

e Ashort Guide on how to arrange a Meeting with your MP/MS.
e Aninfographic sheet for Wales

MPs will be back in their Constituencies from 12 Sept to 7 October

Inviting your MP to visit your accommodation is a great opportunity for them to be introduced to your
business and for you to raise the many challenges facing the sector, including the proposed FHL
abolition.

Whilst Parliament’s Summer Recess came to an end on 2" September, MPs are only back for two
weeks before they head off again on Conference Recess from 12t September to 7t October, so there

are plenty of opportunities to get your local MP to visit.

Beyond the 7™ October you can still invite your MP to visit, but it’s likely their constituency day will be
on a Friday, and we know that’s change over day!

Any time we can get with MPs is important in our efforts to defend the sector.

There is a Webinar on the website, which helps explain how you can arrange an MP visit or how you
can get to meet with your MP, to make a vase of how damaging this policy will be.

NEW / UPDATED MEMBER PAPERS

All the Member Papers which have been published in the past few weeks can be found in the
members section of the website, by following this link: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

IN THE NEWS:

The Telegraph: Coverage on the effect of the Council Tax Premiums in Pembrokeshire:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/welsh-council-second-home-tax-

ruining-lives/
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Daily Post: This article was questioning whether the current Housing Policies in Wales are working and
we were able to support our opinions with the data provided by you.
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/housing-policies-wales-not-working-30070660

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1) Visit Wales marketing webinar, 17 October 2024 — incl campaign activity for ‘Year of Croeso 2025’.

2025 will mark the ‘Year of Croeso’ in Wales: the latest themed year campaign led by Visit Wales. We
know visitors love the welcome they receive in Wales and in 2025 we’ll be taking even more of Wales
to the world.

Register now for the Visit Wales marketing webinar to hear about our plans for Year of Croeso 2025
and our flagship new marketing campaign for Wales. The session will take place via Microsoft Teams
Live Event on 17 October 2024 from 2:00 pm — 3.30 pm.

Please register for your place by 4:00 pm, 14 October on: Business Wales Events Finder - Visit Wales
marketing webinar (business-events.org.uk)

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Get an Accountant
e Claim Capital Allowances
e FHL Make sure you have done iParl Petition 2 If you haven’t just click here:
https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
e Make sure you have taken part in the Owner Impact Survey: Here’s the link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5KMN6JY
2. MP visit to businesses - MPs will be back in their Constituencies from 12 Sept to 7 October

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

PASC
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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