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Today’s update includes:
e Commentary
e ASSC and PASC UK sign partnership
e Agency Conference — 16 October 2024
e Survey of Property Agents — DEADLINE 3 NOVEMBER - please share
e Council Tax Consultations: Pembrokeshire & Conwy Council
e FHL Abolition Update and another Westminster Hall Debate
e Welsh Government Statistics: Tourism Barometer, Summer Wave 2024
e Local Groups: Ceredigion — Request for local Case Studies
e Joint National Tourism Survey [Repeat]
e BBPA Support Our Local Pubs Petition [Repeat]
e Inthe news: The Telegraph & Daily Post —
e Dates for the diary / Members Meetings
e What we need from you this week?
¢ Wales information and where to find it
e Disclaimer

COMMENTARY

Great news of a new PASC UK partnership with our Scottish colleagues at the ASSC, which will give us
great intel on how (not) to approach some of the Wales policy interventions.

There is some interesting narrative around the 182 day threshold and Council Tax Premiumes.
Pembrokeshire Council have voted to reduce their Second Home premium next April to 150% and
voted unanimously to write to Welsh Government to reduce the 182 days as they all felt it was too
high. Conwy have also not increased the premium as they had originally planned but it will rise to
150% next April (originally planned to be 200%).

We continue to press for a more coherent policy trading statutory Registration in Wales, we do not
believe that spreading the Registration Scheme out in separate components, firstly we give the
Government our data and register and pay, and only sometime later do they make the scheme cover
the safe and legal aspects, fire, gas, electric works for our sector. When launched the Minister stated
that the priority of this scheme was to create a safe and legal level playing field for businesses and
consumers. Combining phases one and two will rid the sector of casuals and bad actors. This in turn
will make a more viable visitor economy for compliant businesses as they deal with the other
challenges faced, particularly hitting 182 day thresholds.



There’s a couple of new surveys this week — priority please is to share the WTA Estate agent survey as
this is crucial housing data we all need in order to demonstrate the effect on the housing market. Also
a priority is the Ceredigion survey please, which Gail and the team need urgently, in order to show the
effect of 182days on Ceredigion residents.

The latest Wave report is out, showing the trends in visitor numbers over the summer, more below.

Finally, as we brace ourselves for next week’s budget, we have scheduled a members’ webinar on 31t
to share the key takeaways.

Kind regards
Nicky Williamson,

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

ASSC AND PASC UK SIGN PARTNERSHIP

WORKING TOGETHER SINCE 2017

www.pascuk.co.uk

We are delighted to announce that PASC UK have formalised a partnership with the ASSC (Association
of Scotland’s Self-Caterers).

The two associations, which represent the two largest sector organisation in UK, have been working
closely together on many projects that affect both sets of Members since 2017, including most

recently pushing back on the proposed abolition of FHL allowances.

You will know that Scotland are ahead of us on Licensing and Tourism Levies and the benefit of this
experience and ‘lessons learned’ is invaluable for us in Wales.

More details can be found in the General Newsletter.

AGENCY CONFERENCE

As | was writing last week’s newsletter we were embarking on our first PASC UK Agency Conference.
Here | share a few more details and a couple of photos.

Our Agency Members are critical to the work we do, and we have all seen the benefits of the
additional impact we can have with surveys and iParl’s when they join the fray.
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The PASC UK Agency Conference at Tortworth Court Gloucestershire on the 16th October 2024

During the conference we discussed the treats that we are facing in our sector. Each of the PASC UK
Team presented updates on their work across the UK and Viktorija at the EHHA, gave us the broader
context of legislation and taxation coming in Europe.

Suzy Davies, from the Wales Tourism Alliance, joined gave us an excellent update on the Welsh
political environment, and how we are navigating through that.
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OCTOBER 2024
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Viktorija from the EHHA Suzy from the Wales Tourism Alliance, your Chair and Fiona from the ASSC

More details are available in the General Newsletter.

SURVEY OF PROPERTY MARKETING AND SALES SINCE 2019 — DEADLINE 3
NOVEMBER - PLEASE SHARE

The Wales Tourism Alliance, in association with PropertyMark is looking to understand the current
housing market and how it has changed in recent years. They are particularly seeking evidence to
understand whether the Welsh Government’s “three pronged approach” to limit the number of
second homes is meeting its aims of increasing the number of affordable homes (bought or rented) in
some parts of Wales.



The survey is intended for Property Agents, in sales and lettings and we would ask you to share this
link with agents across Wales.

This is the survey link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XQFX5DG. The deadline is 3 November.

(If you do need a ‘hard copy version’ please contact me or bethan@wta.org)

You can read more about the survey here:
https://www.wta.org.uk/news/wales-tourism-alliance-with-propertymark-survey-of-property-
marketing-and-sales-in-wales-since-2019

COUNCIL TAX CONSULTATIONS: PEMBROKESHIRE & CONWY COUNCIL

You will remember both Pembrokeshire and Conwy Councils, published a consultation over the
summer, seeking feedback on Council Tax Premiums on Second Homes and on Empty Homes as well
as whether discretion should be applied.

Both Councils have now held their Council meetings: Pembrokeshire voted to reduce their Council Tax
Premium on Second Homes from 200% to 150% from next April.

Pembrokeshire council members all agreed that the 182 day threshold is too high and they would
write to Welsh Government, proposing 140 (50 for, 1 abstention, 0 against)). Further details below:

PEMBROKESHIRE

The full session can be viewed here:
https://pembrokeshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast interactive/904674

There was a lot of valuable debate, there was discussion about reducing it to 100% and consideration
was given by many in the meeting.

The money raised so far by CT premiums has been used to subsidise the general Council Shortfall,
despite their agreed intention to use for Housing. As a result, there has become a reliance on the CT
Premium.

There was a clear understanding of the complexity of the term second homes, including those not
suitable for long term residential, as well as genuine FHL businesses and those which are reserved for

family and probably empty more often.

There was a lot of recognition of the contribution of Tourism to local economy and acknowledged that
business was down.

CONWY COUNCIL

The full session can be found here: https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Council/Committees-and-
Meetings/Recording-of-Committee-Meetings/Full-Council/17-10-2024.aspx?t=2220&rel=0#vidskip
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The previous recommendation was that the 2"¥ home council tax premium would be increased to
200% from April 2025, however this is now being increased only to 150%.

The discussion was focused on the housing shortage. There appeared to be little understanding of the
complexity of second homes and little or no mention of FHL businesses, contribution to the local
economy or the 182 day threshold.

A few councillors challenged whether the interventions were addressing the housing shortage and/or
bringing houses back into housing stock.

FHL ABOLITION UPDATE, ANOTHER WESTMINSTER HALL DEBATE
For full update and previous weekly updates go to: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-

newsletters/

You can find the final PASC UK submission to HM Treasury here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

We continue to chase further meetings with HM Treasury to try and gain that pause and further
concessions, which will be followed up with meeting requests and media coverage.

We are backing this up with meetings with other Departments and as the Budget looms are pressing
for further meetings with both DCMS and MHCLG on the impacts that the proposed abolition will
have.

Westminster Hall Debate

A further Westminster Hall debate was scheduled for Wednesday 23 October, specifically focussed on
on the regulation of holiday and second homes in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, but we will be
monitoring this and provide a summary in the General Newsletter.

Our Ask?
This is a card we produced for the Party Conferences and have been sending in the post to MP’s that
we have been following up with.

ABOLISHING FHL ALLOWANCES

HARMS

Deeply unjustfor long-term owners, who work hard and do the right thing
Will hit rural and coastal areas the hardest o
Punitive financialimpactsfor businesses to transition from FHL regime

FHLs are microbusinesses holiday let for 105+ days pa, they're not 2nd homes

40-year-old HMRC regime being scrapped at short notice gives no chance to adapt

40% have holiday let planning only, farm diversification etc
Sectoristhe bedstock inthese areas supporting pubs, restaurants,
attractions, and other local jobs

The overallharm £££ will be greater thanthe HMT £££ gain

Abolition will cause the loss of thousands of jobs, and reduce investment in the sector

SOLUTION = PAUSE, AND AGREE TRANSITIONAL RELIEFS FOR THESE BUSINESSES

PASC UK is the largest self-catering sector association in the UK. P AS C

Contact support@pascuk.co.uk for more details. www.pascuk.co.uk
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So, the policy ask is “pause, gather more data about the financial impact and agree further transitional
reliefs to make it less punitive changing from the FHL Tax regime to an alternative’.

We continue to work jointly with the ASSC (Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers) on the threat of
FHL abolition which has many benefits for Members of both organisations such as, sharing the costs of
the accountancy support, combining resources, and presenting collective data.

Supporting Papers
There are two papers, published by Francis Clark in conjunction with the ASSC.
1. What FHL abolition looks like this time, explaining some of the transitional changes achieved
from the last round of lobbying.
2. FHL FAQ’s - covering key questions about the impact of the abolition of FHL on your businesses.

You can find both here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

Supporting Webinars
The Zeal Capital Allowances Webinar recording is here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

WELSH GOVERNMENT: TOURISM BAROMETER, SUMMER WAVE 2024

The weather has continued to take its toll on Wales Tourism numbers with 55% of respondents citing
poor weather as the reason for less visitors this summer, followed by 42% citing ‘people lacking in
disposable income

38% of respondents have had fewer visitors this summer but 16% have had more and stays have been
shorter and booked later.

Confidence levels are similar to this time last year but still significantly lower that pre-covid, when
around 80% of operators would be feeling confident at this time of year. This year 14% of operators

say they are ‘very confident’ about running profitably, and 38% are ‘fairly confident’.

Read the full report here: https://www.gov.wales/tourism-barometer-summer-wave-2024

LOCAL GROUPS: CEREDIGION

The Ceredigion Group have been able to arrange a meeting with their local councillor, MS and MP Ben
Lake in November. They are looking for some case studies from Ceredigion FHL owners with FHLs in
Ceredigion. We will share more on this in next week’s newsletter.

Gail and the group are looking for people who are willing to do a case study, (they have a template and
guidance notes to make it easy for you). The 182 nights rule is hurting local people and local families
in Ceredigion and they are looking to Ceredigion Council to recognise this and to write to Welsh
Government to ask for a review in order to save local businesses.

Please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk or gail on golwgygraig@gmail.com
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JOINT NATIONAL TOURISM SURVEY, PLEASE TAKE PART

ADD YOUR VOICE TO THE FIRST
FOUR TOURISM ALLIANCES SURVEY
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A reminder to complete this Tourism Survey issued by the 4 tourism alliances who cover the whole of
the UK. They have collaborated to capture a UK-wide picture of the economic and policy environment
that tourism and hospitality businesses are operating in.

It only takes a few minutes, once you click to enter, you choose which national survey you wish to
answer.

Click here: https://bit.ly/TourismAlliancesSurvey2024

The survey closes at midnight on Friday 1%t November.

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL PUBS PLEASE AND SIGN THIS PETITION

LONG LIVE
THE LOCAL


https://bit.ly/TourismAlliancesSurvey2024

The British Beer and Pub Association (BBPA) have a Petition running under their ‘Long Live the Local’
campaign. The campaign is to try and persuade the Government not to raise beer taxes anymore.

It very similar to the iParl petitions that you sign for PASC UK.
This is what the BBPA say.... ‘You pay some of the highest tax for a pint in Europe while publicans
earn just £0.12 income on a pint. But, politicians are still thinking of increasing the taxes we all pay

on our pint.

The tax on your pint, beer duty, is twice the European average. This is on top of record high business
rates and a new beer bottle tax. This means higher prices for all of us’.

Please support the pubs which we need for own business success by clicking here:
https://www.longlivethelocal.pub/letter

IN THE NEWS:

The Telegraph: Article highlighting the inconsistencies in the Council Tax premiums and the need for
fair exemptions, consistently applied.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/mark-drakeford-spared-second-home-
tax-other-chalet-owners/

BBC News: CT Premium reduced to 150% in Pembrokeshire:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8rd6208In50#:~:text=Pembrokeshire%20councillors%20agreed
%20to%20cut,for%20ratepayers%20in%20the%20county

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

POST BUDGET PASC UK MEMBERS MEETING ENGLAND AND WALES
(This Members only Meeting will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the website)

Thursday 31 October 2024 at 1400

Please join us for a Meeting where we will cover the following.....
e Welcome
e Short General Budget Update
e Update on FHL Abolition
e Q&A
Please register using this link:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkdeiogDM|G9fCt1lyznPttkabIR4ZQFo2q
We will send you a link after you have subscribed. If oversubscribed, we will promptly call another.

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1. Share WTA Housing Survey with Estate Agents — Deadline 3 November
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XQFX5DG.
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2. FHL:
e Ensure you have done iParl Petition 2 If not: https://pascuk.eaction.online/FHLAug24
¢ Ensure you have taken part in the Owner Impact Survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5KMN6JY
e MP visit to businesses - MPs will be back in their Constituencies from 12 Sept to 7 October

3. BBPA’Long Live the Local’ Petition https://www.longlivethelocal.pub/letter

4. UK Wide Tourism Survey: https://bit.ly/TourismAlliancesSurvey2024

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

$#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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