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COMMENTARY

With the budget now a week behind us, we are starting to see the impact on businesses, with
hospitality and farming especially hard hit. As operating costs continue to increase across the board,
increased employer National Insurance contributions and a further significant Minimum Wage rise will
see many businesses finding it too hard to continue.

For our sector the Abolition of FHL is a blow. You can find more details on the Treasury’ Secretary’s
response to the visitor economy sector letter in the General Newsletter, so now we await the
response to the FOI Freedom of Information Requests and will continue to press HM Treasury.

To assist Members navigate through the budget, we have an updated papers from both Francis Clark
and Zeal. As well as a link to a webinar that you can view to try and understand the impacts of the
Budget. You can find these in the Budget and FHL Abolition updates below.

We have a simple ask this week, in that you support the CLA Petition below, you know the form by
now, it takes a minute and will help.

This week is International Stress Awareness Week and as we see employers legislated to look after
their employees, we urge you, our members to look after your mental health in light of the pressures



on our sector. We signpost you to the latest Welsh Govt newsletter which tells you more about
International Stress Awareness week.

We were pleased to publish the PASC UK Annual Report for 2024 last week, and have repeated that
today so that we can gather more feedback and input, please forward any that that you have to
support@pascuk.co.uk We are happy to take questions and suggestions for further work that we could
undertake on your behalf.

Details of the next PASC UK Buying Club webinar are below, where we announce some great new
savings for PASC UK Members and more to follow over the coming weeks.

Finally, we will be ‘ramping up’ our activity on the 182 day threshold and will follow-up with more
detail on this in the coming days and weeks.

Kind regards
Nicky Williamson,

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

2024 AUTUMN BUDGET - WELSH GOVERNMENT RESPONSE

Mark Drakeford MS, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Welsh Language issued a written statement in
response to the UK Governments Autumn Budget, where he states that the UK Budget is a welcome
investment in Wales; in its people, communities, local businesses and public services.

He particularly referenced that they will be considering land transaction tax in the upcoming Wales
Draft Budget, which will be published on 10 December.

You can read this statement here: https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-
response-uk-autumn-budget-
2024#:~:text=The%20Welsh%20Government%20will%20receive,235m%20capital%20in%202025%2D2
6.

Full details of UK budget can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/autumn-
budget-2024

PASC UK followed up with a post-budget webinar at 2.00pm last Thursday. The link to the recording is
available for members and can be found here:

Zeal and Francis Clark have updated their papers to assist members to navigate through the detail of
the budget.

CLA PETITION TO SUPPORT
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The CLA (Country Land and Business Association) have shared their petition with us and asked us to
circulate to business owners and farmers reading our newsletter.

“In the light of the Budget and the impact that it will have on farmers, many of whom are our
Members as they have diversified their businesses and have holiday lets on their farms, we ask that as

many of you as possible can sign this petition. Very many thanks”.

Please sign here: https://www.cla.org.uk/news/help-the-cla-save-your-family-business/

INTERNATIONAL STRESS AWARENESS WEEK 2024

This week is International Stress Awareness Week. It is a time for us to think about our stress levels as
well as those we employ.

Stress affects people differently, but when prolonged, it can lead to both physical and psychological
damage, including anxiety and depression, which are the most common mental health problems which
can be caused by work-related issues

The latest Welsh Government Newsletter
(https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3beaf0a) tells us more about
International Stress Awareness Week and shares the obligations of employers around protecting their
employees from Work-related stress as well as advice around prevention and management.
https://businesswales.gov.wales/news-and-blog/international-stress-awareness-week-2024

VOA - CASE UPDATE ON SELF CATERING HOLIDAY LET REVIEWS [REPEAT]
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The VOA contacted us last week asking us to provide an update to our members. It is addressed to
those who contacted the VOA over 6 months ago and apologises for the time it has taken to review
their case.

Below is a copy of the email:

Subject heading: Progress update from the VOA on your self-catering holiday let request

Ref (LO Number)

Dear customer

I’m aware that you have asked the Valuation Office Agency (VOA) to review your self-catering
property, to see if it meets the criteria for business rates.

I would like to apologise for the time it has taken to review your case as it has been over six months
since you requested this. | would like to reassure you that your case has been received and is being

progressed.

We are experiencing very high levels of demand at the moment and we are putting in place measures
to progress outstanding cases as quickly as possible.

You will next hear from the VOA when we have reviewed your case, which we expect to be by
30" November 2024.

I can assure you that any changes to your Council Tax bill following my decision will be backdated.

Valuation Office
Agency

Please look out for this email if you have an on-going case.
Any questions, please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk

PASC UK 2024 ANNUAL REPORT — A REMINDER

We were delighted to publish the Annual Report last week, which covers the activities carried out by
PASC UK in the period leading up to our year end in August.

We are keen to gather feedback and input from you as members, so please do review the report and
forward any input to nicky@pascuk.co.uk or to support@pascuk.co.uk.
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We are more than happy to take questions and suggestions for further work that we could undertake
on your behalf.

The report highlights in an easy-to-read format, what we have been up to, the team and the growth
over the last year.

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

ANNUAL REPORT

SEPT 23 TO AUG 24

A9 PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru m Wales Branch

You can download a copy of this report from the website.
Members from here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
Non-Members from here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

LOCAL GROUPS: CEREDIGION

The Ceredigion Group have received some really heartbreaking Case Studies.

Sadly the situation in Wales is really hurting Local Welsh Families and Local Welsh Businesses with
some terrible examples of where local Welsh People are losing their livelihoods and being forced to
sell up and leave Wales after generations of living here.

Gail and the team have been able to secure a meeting with their Local Councillor, their MS and their
MP, Ben Lake. These people are listening and they want to actively support their local residents and

constituents. Your case studies are an integral part of this.

| would really urge you to contact Gail on golwgygraig@gmail.com or me on nicky@pascuk.co.uk

LOCAL GROUPS: GWYNEDD

For those who have expressed an interest in joining the Gwynedd Group, you should have received an
invitation to the first meeting on Tuesday Nov 12, 2024 at 6pm (virtual)

Eliza will be leading the group and the purpose of this first virtual meeting is to introduce each other
and to discuss and agree objectives and priorities.

Please contact me or Eliza (eliza@webgenie.org.uk) if you would like to be involved or haven’t
received your invitation.
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FHL ABOLITION UPDATE, ANOTHER WESTMINSTER HALL DEBATE
For full update and previous weekly updates go to: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-

newsletters/

FHL ABOLITION UPDATE 5 November

(For previous weekly updates on go to: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

Updated Government papers on FHL Abolition can be found here:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/furnished-holiday-lettings-tax-regime-
abolition/abolition-of-the-furnished-holiday-lettings-tax-regime

The costings can be found in the budget costings document (page 22) but give very little further detail.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65e7920c08eef600155a5617/Published Costing Docu
ment Spring Budget 2024 Final.pdf

You can find the final PASC UK submission to HM Treasury here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

This week have two new papers for you and a webinar to watch.
From Francis Clark

Francis Clark hosted a webinar the day after the Budget which summarises the impacts of the
measures introduced by the Government. Well worth a watch: https://youtu.be/XXU8iwoKgs0

Francis Clark have also produced a Budget Analysis: That can be found here: https://pkf-
francisclark.co.uk/budget-analysis/

Francis Clark have also produced a supplementary update to the FHL FAQ’s 4 Nov as a result of the
changes announced in the Budget: That can be found here for
Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

For non-Members it can be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

From Zeal

Zeal have kindly provided us with an update as well on the Budget, specifically focussing on impacts to
readers of this Newsletter. It’s called The Autumn Budget Zeal Report.

This can be found in the Members reports. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
It is also available here for non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
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Abolition will cause the loss of thousands of jobs, and reduce investment in the sector
e =

SOLUTION = PAUSE, AND AGREE TRANSITIONAL RELIEFS FOR THESE BUSINESSES

PASC UK is the largest self-catering sector association in the UK. P AS C

Contact support@pascuk.co.uk for more details. www.pascuk.co.uk

IN THE NEWS:

Mail OnLine: Couple with three luxury holiday lets in their back garden 'heartbroken' after council tax
bombshell means they could be forced to sell https://mol.im/a/14031865

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1. THE PASC UK BUYING CLUB, LOTS OF NEW DISCOUNTS AND DEALS - Tuesday 12
November 2024 at 1100
(This Members only Meeting will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the website)

Please join us for a Meeting where we will cover the following.....

o Welcome

o A reminders about the discounts and deals that the PASC UK Buying Club Offers
o New Deals from Viking Direct, Screwfix Spares-Espares, Lyco Lighting, and more
J Q&A

Please register using this link:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN nQxJwX YRCaNwbTJWAVfvw

2. (RECORDING) POST BUDGET PASC UK MEMBERS MEETING ENGLAND AND WALES
The webinar has taken place today and the recording will be available here either later today or
tomorrow: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

1/ CLA PETITION TO PROTECT FARMING BUSINESSES: Please sign this petition to protect our family
businesses. https://www.cla.org.uk/news/help-the-cla-save-your-family-business/
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WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

2 PASC

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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