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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
21 November 2024 

Today’s update includes: 

• Commentary 

• Tourism Levy and Statutory Registration Update 

• 182 day Campaign 1 week in - URGENT ACTION REQUIRED 

• Update on Article 4 Direction in Gwynedd 

• Fire Risk Assessment – Annual Check 

• New Fire Guidance for Sleeping Accommodation released by the Home Office [REPEAT] 

• Local Groups: Gwynedd 

• Local Groups: Ceredigion 

• FHL Abolition Update FHL Abolition Papers and Webinars on the Website 

• In the News: Tenby Observer on refusal of 182 review. 

• Dates for the diary / Members Meetings 

• What we need from you this week? 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK 

• Wales information and where to find it 

• Disclaimer 

 

COMMENTARY 
 
A call for help… 
If you do nothing else this week please, please, please … share the 182 day iParl and Survey with every 
operator you know in Wales… either by social or email.   Here are the links to make it as easy as 
possible for you: 
 
Link to the iParl: https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4  
Link to the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3  
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe (16 
shares so far!) 
 
When you read the disheartening response from Mark Drakeford MS when questioned on a review of 
182, but following a statement outlining his commitment to Legislation which supports Tourism, this 
may suggests a recognition that this needs to change.  Either way it is all the more important that we 
get the support of our MSes and Welsh MPs in demonstrating the severity of the situation to influence 
an EIA and review of 182. 
 
We have had some participation in the campaign this week – thank you - but we need much more on 
such an important topic.  We appreciate we are always asking you for action but we all know 182 is so 

https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe
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damaging to our sector and we need your participation to create change.  There is a very short 
window before the Welsh Government Budget, now less than 3 weeks away on 10 December. 
 
We include an update on the Tourism Levy and crucially the intended implementation of a Registration 
Scheme which is sadly falls very short of the scheme we had consulted on and been promised.  More 
details below. 
 
There is an update on Article 4 Direction and the progress of the Campaign group behind the Judicial 
Review.  PASC UK have also published an updated paper on Article 4.  See below.  
 
Following on from last week’s release of new fire ‘draft’ guidance by the Home Office. You will find the 
supporting papers and we have scheduled two Fire webinars, free to attend, on 21 and 27th  
November, where Paul Bray GIFireE.  MIFSM, the PASC UK retained fire expert will be on hand to 
answer questions on the new draft guidance and anything fire regs related. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Nicky Williamson,  
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 

 
 

TOURISM LEVY AND STATUTORY REGISTRATION UPDATE 
 
Following the announcement last week, a written statement was issued by, Mark Drakeford, the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Welsh Language and Rebecca Evans, the Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy, Energy and Planning regarding the Tourism Levy and the Registration Scheme.  The 
statement can be read here: https://www.gov.wales/registration-and-licensing-visitor-
accommodation-wales .   
 
Please find the related article in the latest Visit Wales Bulletin entitled ‘Legislating to Support Tourism 
in Wales’.  This refers again to the above statement suggesting that ‘The Welsh Government remains 
committed to developing legislation which will support tourism in Wales’:  
 
You can read the article here:  
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3c0d7d5   
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-legislating-support-tourism-wales.   
 
When this next stage of Registration was announced back in January 2024, the scheme promised the 
following: 
“The registration and licensing scheme is intended to deliver a register of visitor accommodation types 
and to enable providers to demonstrate compliance with safety and quality requirements. 
‘It is intended to enhance the visitor experience and visitor safety expectations in Wales by ensuring 
anyone who lets out visitor accommodation meets a relevant set of standards. 
‘This follows a public consultation, extensive engagement with the sector, as well as a recently 
published survey that found 89% of visitors considered it important the accommodation they stay in is 
operating safely”. 
 

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.gov.wales/registration-and-licensing-visitor-accommodation-wales
https://www.gov.wales/registration-and-licensing-visitor-accommodation-wales
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3c0d7d5
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-legislating-support-tourism-wales
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Unfortunately, as a result the announcement has left the sector again feeling very disappointed and 
let down.  
 
Please find the broader communication in Visit Wales Newsletter last week: 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3c0d7d5 
 

 
182 DAY CAMPAIGN LAUNCH 
 
UPDATE: 1 WEEK IN… 
 
The Survey and iParl have been live for a week now.   
 
Survey has had 140 responses so far – last time we got to nearly 900, so let’s try to get to 1000 this 
time. 
IParl has generated 153 letters to MPs and 885 letters to MSes (remember this generates letters to 
multiple MSes). 
 
We have already received some great responses from MSes and MPs showing their support for the 
campaign. 
 
In stark contrast, we have been advised of the following very disappointing response to the Written 
Question submitted for answer by the Cabinet secretary for Finance and Welsh Language on 22 
November 2024. 
 
Written Question:  Will there be an economic impact assessment and formal review of the 182-day 

threshold on holiday lets? 
 
Response:    The Explanatory Memorandum and Regulatory Impact Assessment, which is 

published alongside the legislation, demonstrates the Welsh Government’s consideration of the 
potential impacts of the changes to the classification of self-catering properties for local tax 
purposes.  

 
There are no plans to undertake a formal review in the short-term, nor in isolation from the 
broader package of measures within our three-pronged approach to tackling the impact of second 
homes and holiday lets on communities and the Welsh language. 

 
The article in the ‘in the news section’ gives further media reaction to this. 
 
WHAT IS THE CAMPAIGN AND WHY NOW? 
 
Ahead of the Welsh Government Budget on the 10th December, we launched a new campaign last 
week relating to the 182-day threshold. We hope to include some of the data in a response to the WG 
Draft Budget next week 
 
You know what comes next, a call for your help. To start with we have a an iParl letter for you to sign 
and a business impact survey to complete. Sharing these on social media is key to the success of the 
campaign.  
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3c0d7d5
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There is a free Webinar for you to attend where you can find out exactly what is involved in the 
campiagn, who is involved, make suggestions and ask any questions you like. The Webinar is free and 
any business related to self-catering can attend. 
 
So can we ask you to please take part in the next four steps? 
 
The iParl Letters to your MS and MP 
 
We have made this simple to do. Just click on the link and you will be asked for postcode. You can 
modify the provided text in any way that you choose. Once you press send, you will automatically be 
transferred to a second letter to send to your MP. We can track how many each MS/MP gets and use 
this to follow up to try and secure meetings with them. 
 
To get started, click here: https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4  
 
The November 2024 182-day business impact survey 
 
We would very much appreciate it if you could also take part in the Business Impact Survey. This 
provides us with compelling data to aid our lobbying to get 182 reduced. This is where data such as 
‘only 26% expect to hit 182 this year’, and ‘84% are discounting to meet the threshold’ come from. 
 
To get started click here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3  
 
Please share the social media posts 
 
We will be putting the links above on PASC UK social media, please share across your hospitality 
groups across Wales. This really helps boost support and numbers. 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe 
Facebook shares so far are only 16 – please let’s get this on every Facebook group we know. 
 
The Free 182 Campaign Webinar 
 
Sign up for this free webinar to hear about the campaign, and who is involved, and challenge what we 
are doing and ask any questions that you may have. We will have short updates from key players in 
Welsh Tourism at this webinar, details will follow in the Wales Newsletter. Once you register, you will 
receive a link to join the meeting by return. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 
that webinar. 
 
182 Day Campaign Webinar 
(Free to all in self-catering in Wales, will be recorded and placed on the website) 

 
Wednesday 27th November at 1400 
Click here to register: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1RjlHwFXTEmio08TGxASBg  
 
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the webinar 
 

 
UPDATE ON ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION IN GWYNEDD 
 

https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1RjlHwFXTEmio08TGxASBg
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Attempts by the local campaign group “People of Gwynedd Against Article 4” to overturn the Article 4 
Direction that Cyngor Gwynedd local authority introduced in September this year have received a 
major setback when a judge refused their request to bring forward a judicial review. This Article 4 
Direction, which applies to whole of Gwynedd, prevents houses that are main homes from becoming 
second homes or holiday lets unless planning permission is obtained. The campaign group has now 
submitted a renewed application, but whether this will be successful is unknown. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2np8g7eyqo  
 
At present, Gwynedd is the only county to introduce this kind of restrictive planning action, but it is 
proposed for Eryri National Park from June 2025. According to Cyngor Gwynedd, their actions are 
designed to tackle what they describe as a “huge housing crisis”, but opponents say that the result will 
be significant devaluation of every property. Existing holiday let properties are able to carry on with 
their businesses, but it will be extremely difficult to create any new holiday lets, and the value of 
holiday let properties may be affected. 
 
In a recent written statement, the Welsh government has described the activity in Gwynedd as a 
‘pilot’, the results of which will be monitored. An interim independent evaluation report is said to be 
available in November this year, with further evaluation running for a year, including impact and 
economic assessment. A final report is said to be available by December 2026. The clear implication of 
the government statement is that they expect more areas to apply the same planning restrictions. 
 
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-update-action-address-second-homes-and-affordability  
 
Full information about the implications of this Article 4 Direction can be found on the PASC UK 
website:  https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FIRE RISK ASSESSMENTS ANNUAL CHECK 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2np8g7eyqo
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-update-action-address-second-homes-and-affordability
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
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Lots of questions about this over the last ten days. You should revisit your Fire Risk Assessment (FRA) 
annually. If your original FRA was compliant as of October 2023 and you have made no changes to the 
property since the original FRA was completed, you can redate and sign the FRA. 
 
When any changes are made to the property, or there are any changes to the Guidance published by 
the Home Office, then a full review of the FRA should be undertaken. 
 

NEW FIRE GUIDANCE FOR SLEEPING ACCOMODATION RELEASED BY THE 
HOME OFFICE 
 
Following on from last week’s release of new fire ‘draft’ guidance by the Home Office. You will find the 
supporting papers and we have scheduled two Fire webinars, free to attend, on 21 and 27th  
November, where Paul Bray GIFireE.  MIFSM, the PASC UK retained fire expert will be on hand to 
answer questions on the new draft guidance and anything fire regs related. 
 
As a business owner or responsible person, you have a duty to comply with the requirements of the 
Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 (As amended) (the FSO). 
 
The Home Office has released updated Fire Safety Papers across a range of sectors including ours.  This 
includes a DRAFT updated Sleeping Accommodation Guide, which covers Open plan Premises that are 
two storey.  
 
Two points of caution: 

- This is a DRAFT – it is intended for comment only ie not yet to be used in a practical setting 
- In addition, we will need to await confirmation of whether these will be accepted by the Welsh 

Government 
 
So, we are now in a nine week ‘engagement’ period which closes on the 10th January. 
PASC UK will be coordinating a sector response and we will be providing details of how to respond as 
we establish the system to deal with the expected number of queries.  
 
What do you need to do? 
NOW: 

- Read the Home Office Papers, 
- Read the PASC UK supporting notes 
- Attend one of the free Webinars 

THEN as we develop the response mechanism… 
- Provide a response to PASC UK using the format and guidelines that will be provided by PASC 

UK (this will be communicated in the next weeks). 
 
The relevant papers to our sector have been published on the website: They are called: 
 

• Fire Safety Measures for Persons with Duties: Sleeping Accommodation  
• Fire Safety Measures for Persons with Duties: Principles of Fire Safety  
• Check the reciprocal responsibilities between those responsible in higher-risk buildings 

 
These can be found here in the Members area: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/ and can 
also be found here in the free area of the website https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/ 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/
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The detailed explanatory note of the new Annex A can be found here: 

- Members area: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/  
- Non-members https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/ 

 
While the new draft guides show the direction of travel for Fire Safety in Sleeping Accommodation, 
the current Guides remain current until superseded. 
 
You will find more detailed information including the current obligation in the General Newsletter 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/ 

 
 
LOCAL GROUPS: CEREDIGION 
 
The meeting with Ceredigion group is taking place as you read this newsletter.  The meeting will 
involve Elin Jones MS, Ben Lake MP, and Clive Davies from Ceredigion County Council. 
 
We will provide an update in next week’s newsletter. 

 
LOCAL GROUPS: GWYNEDD 
 
The Gwynedd Local group had their first meeting last week and the next meeting will be: 

- Monday 2 December 5-6pm (online) 
- Monday 6th January 6-7pm (online) 

Both the above meetings are virtual and use Google Meet so you do not need any specific software. 
The plan is to arrange an in person meeting soon after the above. 
 
If you operate an FHL in Gwynedd we would love you to join.  The group are still forming and setting 
goals, so you can be part of this at the next meeting. 
 
Please contact me or Eliza (eliza@webgenie.org.uk) with full name, business name, mobile phone 
number and ideally approximate business location 
 
There is also a WhatsApp group. 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
mailto:eliza@webgenie.org.uk
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If you are not confident on computers, but want to be involved please let us know so we can ensure 
you are included. 
 

 
IN THE NEWS: 
The Tenby Observer: This article follows the decision by Pembrokeshire Council to reduce Council Tax 
Premiums and discusses a refusal by Mark Drakeford to undertake a formal review.  The response is 
described as ‘tone-deaf at best and arrogant at worst’. 
https://www.tenby-today.co.uk/news/182-day-review-refusal-shows-welsh-governments-arrogance-
739361  

 
FHL ABOLITION PAPERS AND WEBINARS ON THE WEBSITE 
(For previous weekly updates on go to: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/  
 
Updated Government papers on FHL Abolition can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/furnished-holiday-lettings-tax-regime-
abolition/abolition-of-the-furnished-holiday-lettings-tax-regime  
 
The costings can be found in the budget costings document (page 22) but give very little further detail. 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65e7920c08eef600155a5617/Published_Costing_Docu
ment_Spring_Budget_2024_Final.pdf 
 
Francis Clark hosted a webinar the day after the Budget which summarises the impacts of the 
measures introduced by the Government: https://youtu.be/XXU8iwoKqs0  You can find their Budget 
Analysis here: https://pkf-francisclark.co.uk/budget-analysis/  
 
Zeal also provided us with an update on the Budget, specifically focussing on impacts to readers of this 
Newsletter. It’s called The Autumn Budget Zeal Report. 
 
This can be found in the Members reports. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/ 
It is also available here for non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  

 
 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS 
 

1. PASC UK WALES 182 CAMPAIGN LAUNCH - Nov 27, 2024 14:00 AM London 

 
A Free webinar to hear about the campaign, and who is involved, and challenge what we are doing 
and ask any questions that you may have.  
We will have short updates from key players in Welsh Tourism at this webinar. 
 
Once you register, you will receive a link to join the meeting by return. We look forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible on that webinar. 
 

• We will cover the campaign activities and objectives 

https://www.tenby-today.co.uk/news/182-day-review-refusal-shows-welsh-governments-arrogance-739361
https://www.tenby-today.co.uk/news/182-day-review-refusal-shows-welsh-governments-arrogance-739361
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/furnished-holiday-lettings-tax-regime-abolition/abolition-of-the-furnished-holiday-lettings-tax-regime
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/furnished-holiday-lettings-tax-regime-abolition/abolition-of-the-furnished-holiday-lettings-tax-regime
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65e7920c08eef600155a5617/Published_Costing_Document_Spring_Budget_2024_Final.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65e7920c08eef600155a5617/Published_Costing_Document_Spring_Budget_2024_Final.pdf
https://youtu.be/XXU8iwoKqs0
https://pkf-francisclark.co.uk/budget-analysis/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/


 9 

• Guest presenters from the wider sector, including Dave Chapman, Wales for UK Hospitality 
Cymru lead, more speakers TBA 

• Time for questions, suggestions and challenges 
 
Click here to register: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1RjlHwFXTEmio08TGxASBg  
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the webinar 
 

 
2. PASC UK WEBINAR ON THE NEW FIRE GUIDANCE  - Thursday 21 November 2024 at 1100  

Please join us for a Meeting where we will cover the following… 

• Welcome 

• Guest Speaker: Paul Bray GIFireE. MIFSM. PASC UK retained Fire Expert 

• Reminder of current Fire Regs 

• Explanation of the new Fire Guidance 

• Q&A 
Please register using this link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ts6lkXQ4TWGRfCPwcFSl_w  
We will send you a link after you have subscribed. If oversubscribed, we will promptly call another.  
 

3. PASC UK WEBINAR ON THE NEW FIRE GUIDANCE – Wed 27 November 2024 at 1100  

Details as above: 
 
Please register using this link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_T4cxJy1NQFmfLw43DiaWKg  
We will send you a link after you have subscribed. If oversubscribed, we will promptly call another.  

 
4. GWYNEDD LOCAL GROUP MEETING Monday 2 December (virtual) Contact eliza@webgenie.org.uk  

 

5. THE PASC UK BUYING CLUB, LOTS OF NEW DISCOUNTS AND DEALS (RECORDING) 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/ 
 

 
CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 

182 day Campaign (See 182 day campaign section for further detail): 

1. 182 day iParl [URGENT]  https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4 
2. 182 day impact Survey: [URGENT]  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3 
3. Sign up for 182 day Launch Webinar – 27 November 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1RjlHwFXTEmio08TGxASBg 
4. Share 2, 3 and 4 with everyone you know in the sector. [URGENT] 
Let’s also see how many shares we can get on Facebook (currently at 16?!) 
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe  
 

 

Fire Regulations: 
5. Read Home Office Papers 
6. Read PASC UK Supporting Papers 
7. Sign up for (1 of 2) Fire Regulations Webinar  

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1RjlHwFXTEmio08TGxASBg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ts6lkXQ4TWGRfCPwcFSl_w
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_T4cxJy1NQFmfLw43DiaWKg
mailto:eliza@webgenie.org.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1RjlHwFXTEmio08TGxASBg
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe
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SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
As we enter another phase of hard lobbying, we thought it an opportune time to remind you about 
PASC UK Membership and to encourage non-members to join and support us to support you. 
 
There are thousands who receive the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying carried out to date on 
behalf of the sector. There is a huge amount more to do to help support you all in the self-catering 
sector.  
 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows: All per annum (excl. VAT which will be applied from 1st September 
2024). 

• Single cottage £80 plus VAT from 1 September 2024 

• 2 – 4 Units £140 plus VAT from 1 September 2024 

• 5 – 10 Units £220 plus VAT from 1 September 2024 

• 11 + Units £320 plus VAT from 1 September 2024 

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit Card. 
Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

 

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in 
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/ 

 

 
DISCLAIMER 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
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Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association, 
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 
 
In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social 
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very 
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always 
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess 
yourselves.  


