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COMMENTARY

Key updates this week include the Levy and associated Registration and progress on the 182 day
campaign. Full details are in each section below.

Levy & Registration: We have now seen the formal announcement of the introduction of a Visitor Levy
in Wales, expected by 2027. The detail is still emerging and we have a Technical Briefing on Friday. At
the moment there are more questions than answers and we will keep you updated. What we know so
faris included below, plus we have called an ‘Open Webinar’ to all.

The 182 day Campaign: This is bringing in results, we have finally been offered a meeting with Mark
Drakeford after Christmas, although his language remains that there is no need for a review. So a
primary objective of the campaign has been achieved, we need to pile on the pressure to really build
momentum for that meeting, more on that next week.

but we really need more participation and need to keep the momentum up! | have included an
update below, but have repeated the general information for those who have not yet completed the
iParl or Survey. The only way we can support you is if you do your bit too... actions also summarised in
the ‘What we need from you’ section at the end of the newsletter.

For those of you that missed yesterday ‘open webinar’ on the 182 Campaign, this is on the website
under Webinars and is well worth a viewing, great support from Suzy Davies, and Bethan Davies from



the Wales Tourism Alliance, Emma Thornton from Visit Pembrokeshire and Dave Chapman from UK
Hospitality Cymru. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

It is these efforts that are slowing changing the narrative and building support and... having seen Mark
Drakeford MS refuse a review, we had a small win this week whereby he has now agreed to meet with
us in the new year.

It has been great to feel the support from our partner organisations across Wales. 27 organisations
have signed the letter to Welsh Government requesting an Economic Impact Assessment and a
Review, some of whom also joined us as panel members on the 182 day campaign call yesterday. We
are all stronger together.

We also see Monmouthshire Council joining Pembrokeshire in writing to Welsh Government to
request a review of the 182 day threshold.

The Ceredigion group hosted an excellent meeting with their MP, MS and Councillor. Gail and the
team did a great thing for all of us this week. They worked incredibly hard to secure the meeting, craft
the message and deliver on the day... on behalf of all of us who are struggling. A great example of how
a proactive group can deliver a really powerful message. Please read more below...

We are announcing below a very generous offer from the team at Simply Owners, of a FREE listing on
their popular site for one year for PASC UK Paid Members. Details are below, with a webinar to explain
in more detail. Itis very easy for you and a great offer help drive those bookings.

Kind regards
Nicky Williamson,

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

TOURISM LEVY AND STATUTORY REGISTRATION UPDATE

We have now seen the formal announcement of the introduction of a Visitor Levy in Wales, expected
by 2027. For the first time, we now know it will be a fixed charge of £1.25 per person per night, which
FHL operators will be expected to apply and collect.

The expectation from Welsh Government is that it will raise £33m per annum and raising this amount
will require significant investment for each Council to administer.

The positive is that the amount is set by Welsh Government and therefore eliminates inconsistency
across counties.

The announcement and the Bill itself has raised many questions, including around the overall viability
of the scheme according to the Welsh Government Economic Impact Assessment.
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PASC UK will be joining the Technical Briefing this week, where we can raise some of these questions.
The detail is still emerging, which we will continue to analyse and we will be preparing a paper to
share the information as fully as possible.

Please find the announcement here:
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3c35ca5

WG Written statement from Mark Drakeford MS: https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-
introduction-visitor-accommodation-register-and-levy-etc-wales-bill

Press release: https://www.gov.wales/legislation-introduced-to-support-a-thriving-sustainable-
tourism-industry-in-wales

More information on the Bill can be found here:
https://www.gov.wales/the-visitor-accommodation-register-and-levy-etc-wales-bill-leaflet

And yet more here:
More links provided by the Welsh Government for your information.

e The Bill as published

e The Explanatory Memorandum and Regulatory Impact Assessment (containing our economic
impact assessment and analysis)

e Our impact assessments and independently commissioned research

e Our explainer flyer

e Our web pages on the Bill: www.gov.wales/visitorlevy and for background A visitor levy for
Wales | GOV.WALES

1/ Private PASC UK Cymru Members Meeting
(This Webinar is for Members and will be recorded and placed on the website in the Members area)

Tuesday 10*" December — 1100-1200
Please join us for a Welsh Members Meeting where we will cover the following.....

e Welcome

e 182 Campaign presented by Nicky Williamson, PASC UK

e Aninside view of iParl presented by Alistair Handyside, PASC UK

e The Wales Visitor Levy presented by Robin Leatherbarrow, PASC UK
e Plus more to be announced...

Please register using this link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvc-
ipgTIVHNxKdTphgellUwSwXI-20R27

We will send you a link after you have subscribed. If oversubscribed, we will promptly call another.

2/ The Wales Tourism Levy — What do we know?
(Free to all in self-catering in Wales, will be recorded and placed on the website)

Tuesday 17*" December — 1100-1200

Sign up for this free webinar to hear about the Levy, and what it means for your Business.
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e Update on the Wales Visitor Levy, PASC UK
e Operators Guide to the Welsh Levy presented by Robin Leatherbarrow, PASC UK
e Plus more speakers to be announced

Click here to register: https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN Hna7JWI3S-msLU60OR-vrfA

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the webinar

182 DAY CAMPAIGN LAUNCH
TWO WEEKS IN...

You saw the response from Mark Drakeford MS in the written questions in last week’s newsletter.
Whilst still maintaining there will not be a review, we have now had our request for a meeting
accepted - this will take place in the new year.

It is therefore crucial that we maintain the momentum of the iParl to gain not only support, but
awareness, to reinforce the necessity for an Economic Impact Assessment and Review of the 182 day
threshold.

Survey has had 550 responses so far — our aim is to get to 1000 this time please. We shared some
early findings on the 182 call this week and more to follow in the newsletter next week.

IParl has generated 4650 letters to MPs & MSs to date which includes 750 to MPs. This is creating a
great vehicle for communication and as we saw from the Ceredigion group there is nothing more
powerful than communicating and creating those relationships with MSs and MPs.

Sharing via social media groups is key here to get the numbers up. Please click on this link and share
widely, especially to your local FHL facebook groups:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe

We have received some great responses from MSs and MPs showing their support for the campaign
and need to continue to build this momentum.

We are keen to see your responses, so please send then to Nicky and Livvy on nicky@pascuk.co.uk
and support@pascuk.co.uk.

Over 300 people registered for the 182 day campaign meeting. We were joined by a panel of experts
including Dave Chapman - UKHospitality, Emma Thornton — Visit Pembrokeshire, Suzy Davies and
Bethan Davies — Wales Tourism Alliance, who all showed their support for the campaign. As Emma
said ‘We can’t let the tempo drop on this’, it is crucial that we keep up the momentum created by the
iParl and the industry letter, signed by 27 collaborative partners across Wales.

The meeting was recorded — https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

If you have completed the iParl and Survey you can stop reading this section now.
For those who have not yet completed the Survey or iParl, please read on...
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NEW REVIEW 182 DAY THRESHOLD CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY IN WALES

We have launched a new campaign to try and persuade the Welsh Government to carry out an
Economic Impact Assessment (EIA) and a formal review of the 182-day threshold. We are working in
conjunction with other associations and colleagues from across the Welsh Visitor Economy.

REVIE

Please take part in these 4 steps:

The iParl Letters to your MS and MP: https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4

Simple to do. Just click on the link and you will be asked for postcode (Welsh one, of course). You can
modify the provided text in any way that you choose.

Once you press send, you will automatically be transferred to a second letter to send to your MP.
We can track how many each MS/MP gets and use this to follow up to try and secure meetings with
them.

THIS IS NOW AT ALMOST 5,000... please keep sharing on Facebook and lets really apply some
pressure.

The November 2024 182-day business impact survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3
This provides us with compelling data to aid our lobbying to get 182 reduced. This is where data such
as ‘only 26% expect to hit 182 this year’, and ‘84% are discounting to meet the threshold’ come from.

THIS IS NOW AT 555... please keep sharing on Facebook and lets really apply some pressure.

Please share the social media posts:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe (click on this and then
share the post).

Please share across your hospitality groups across Wales. Sadly still only 29 shares — if every newsletter
subscriber shared this once, we would be in the 1000s. Please help us.

The 182 Campaign Webinar was recorded and is available here: [ADD WEBINAR LINK]

LOCAL GROUPS — CEREDIGION

Well done to Gail and the group who secured a very successful visit with their MS, MP and Councillor.
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Elin Jones MS, Ben Lake MP and Clir Clive Davies (pictured below) met with the group at the offices of
West Wales Holiday Cottages. They put together a very constructive but compelling story explaining
the reality of the 182 day threshold and how its brutal impact on local Ceredigion business operators.

Elin, Ben and Clive went away with a true understanding of not only, how it was affecting operators
but also why it was having this effect? They were very empathetic and have already followed-up,
looking for ways to provide their support to their constituents.

The MS MP visits are the single most effective tool in our repertoire to enable understanding and
therefore support for our sector. We have seen several examples now where MPs and MSes arrive
with limited understanding and leave as great supporters who will champion our cause.

What Gail and the team achieved in this meeting will benefit not just themselves but will benefit all of
us with the knock on effect. We already have separate meeting set up. We really encourage anyone
else thinking about inviting their MS or MP and we will do all we can to support you to make this
possible.

If you are curious or want to have a chat about what it may entail, please just reach out to me.

Well done to both Gail & Gail and Fay and Lisa for pulling the meeting together and for all the
operators who attended.

FREE LISTING OFFER FROM SIMPLY OWNERS

PASC UK and Simply Owners have teamed up to offer paid PASC UK Members a free listing for one
year! Simply Owners is a holiday property listing site for cottages, villas, and all other types of holiday
accommodation.



SimplyOwners

Their mission is to encourage direct contact between holidaymakers and holiday-home owners with
no added fees or restrictions. They’re the UK's largest direct bookings site, with over 10 million views
on Google each month and over 250K visitors to their site each month.

PLEASE NOTE, THE OFFER IS ONLY OPEN TO PAID PASC UK MEMBERS, IS FOR ONE LISTING FOR ONE
YEAR, VALUE £298.80, AND APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY MONDAY 23" DECEMBER 2024.

How it works:

e Simply Owners charge an annual listing fee per property, with discounts for multiple listings.

e They provide unrivalled support, not just to get your listing up and running, but answering any
guestions or queries you have in the future.

e They provide free payment protection for holidaymakers using Simply Owners, to provide
security and trust.

e They don't charge any fees or commission to owners.

e They don't offer tiered or premium subscriptions.

e They don't charge holidaymakers booking fees or service charges.

e They don't hold any holidaymaker's money. Owners control their own cash flow and bookings
are direct with owners.

To take advantage of this offer, please visit the Members area of the website to get you offer code and
find out more: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-offers/

We are also holding a Members Webinar with Simply Owners where you can find out more details and
ask any questions that you may have detail in Webinar section.

IN THE NEWS:

Abergavenny Chronicle: Monmouthshire county council also calling for a review. Following the Letter
from Pembrokeshire Council requesting a review of 182, we now see Monmouthshire proposing the
same. Monmouthshire have also raised a concern about the impact of Council Tax Premiums
conflicting with ability to collect the Tourism Levy.
https://www.abergavennychronicle.com/news/call-to-reassess-182-day-threshold-for-self-catering-
holiday-lets-740532
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FHL ABOLITION PAPERS AND WEBINARS ON THE WEBSITE

(For previous weekly updates on go to: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

We continue to push to try and get some changes to the FHL Abolition part of the Finance Bill. The
Second Reading was 27 November.

We are primarily now focussed on a pause, or a delay in the implementation date. They gave Long-lets
four years to adjust to a new tax regime, and we are getting just a few months.

We had meetings with several MPs this week and as soon as the composition of the Members of the
Finance Committee is known who will scrutinise the Bill, we will try to meet with them too.

This can be found in the Members reports. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
It is also available here for non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

1. PASC UK WALES 182 CAMPAIGN LAUNCH — RECORDING [ADD RECORDING LINK]

e Campaign activities and objectives

e Guest presenters from the wider sector, including Dave Chapman, Wales for UK Hospitality Cymru
lead, more speakers TBA

e Time for questions, suggestions and challenges

2. SIMPLY OWNERS OFFER (Members only) - Thursday 5% Dec — 1100-1200

Free webinar for PASC UK Members to take advantage of the free listing offer from Simply Owners.
More detail about the offer can be found at the top of this Newsletter.

Click here to register: https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN d5h4QNWvQXKZpQF2I2bhSg
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the webinar. If you can’t make it, it will be
recorded and placed in the Members area of the website.

RECORDINGS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS AND WEBINARS can be viewed on the PASC UK

Website at: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

182 day Campaign (See 182 day campaign section for further detail):

e 182 day iParl [URGENT] https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4

e 182 day impact Survey: [URGENT] https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3

e Sign up for the PASC UK Members meeting: https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZlvc-
ipgTIVHNxKdTphgellUwSwXI-20R27
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e Sign up for the Visitor Levy Webinar https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN Hna7JWI3S-
msLU60OR-vrfA

e Share 2, 3 and 4 with everyone you know in the sector. [URGENT]

e Let’s also see how many shares we can get on Facebook (still only 291)
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

$#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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