PASC REVIE

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru %’ Wales Branch

PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER
12 December 2024

Today’s update includes:
COMMENTARY

NEW OR UPDATED INFORMATION
e PASC UK Christmas Closing Dates and Newsletter Timings
e Wales Draft Budget
e EPC Consultation
e Tourism Levy and Statutory Registration Update
o PASC UK Cymru Tourism Levy Open Meeting
e Wales Association of Visitor Attractions — Tourism Levy Petition PRESS RELEASE
e 182 Campaign Update
o iParl and Survey
o Are you affected by the Green Gen / Bute Energy Project?
e PASC UK Membership

THE REGULAR SLOTS
¢ Inthe News:
e Dates for the diary / Members Meetings
o PASC UK Cymru Tourism Levy Open Meeting

REPEATS
o 182 Campaign Process — how it works [repeat]
o Tourism Levy and Statutory Registration
o Simply Owners — LAST CHANCE

ACTIONS
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COMMENTARY

This week has seen the announcement of the Draft Budget in Wales for 2025-2026.

We are pleased with the progress of the 182 day campaign and thank you all for participating, sharing

and promoting. The numbers make up robust data now, so we start to move to the next phase as



MSes and MPs are responding. This gives you a great opportunity to engage in a dialogue, further
explaining your specific circumstances. It also gives us the opportunity to arrange meetings.

Julian Barnes and Tony Jones from Bodfari invited their local MP, Becky Gittins to visit their Furnished
Holiday Let businesses this week. Becky was very interested to see the diversity of their properties
and listened to the current challenges facing the sector. Becky recognises the importance of Tourism
in her constituency and is keen to show that ‘Wales is Open for Tourism’.

Pictured here Becky also met John, the landlord of their local Pub who explained how important
Tourism is to his business and how the Furnished Holiday Lets in a rural village are the only places for
visitors to stay and are essential to bringing in people who keep the local rural businesses going.

You will see below, there is a new consultation on introducing EPCs in Short-term rentals - yet another
intervention and yet another cost - and we give you guidelines on how to respond to the consultation
on Fire Regs.

If you haven’t taken up the offer of a free listing for Simply Owners, please do so as this will close next
week.

We are also asking for input on the Green Gen / Bute Energy project — see below if you are impacted
by this.

Finally, we would like to build a register of Facebook groups so we can use social media more
effectively to share information, surveys etc. We would therefore ask you to please send me the
names of all the self-catering facebook groups that you know. We will then contact the admins
directly to ask if we can work with them.



Kind regards

Nicky Williamson,
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

CHRISTMAS CLOSING DATES AND NEWSLETTER TIMINGS

PASC UK will be closing the Office from Saturday 21st December until Tuesday 2nd January. During
that time only emergency cover will be available via support@pascuk.co.uk and this will be for
Members only. Emails will have an out of office.

Short Newsletters will be sent on the following dates
General: 17th, 24th and 31st December
Wales Specific: 19th, 26th and 31st December

We are grateful for your support over this period and wish you all a great festive season.

WALES DRAFT BUDGET 2025-2026

The Draft Budget was announced on Tuesday.

There are changes proposed to the Land Transaction Tax (Wales’ equivalent of Stamp Duty), which will
increase by 1% on purchases of second homes. This is intended to raise £7m additional revenue. Itis
effective immediately, assuming the Budget is approved which will not be known until the Senedd
vote in March.

More detail here: https://www.gov.wales/welsh-government-draft-budget-changes-land-transaction-
tax-and-landfill-disposals-tax and the media article below.

We were very pleased to see that Welsh Government is honouring the 40% Business Rates relief for
Hospitality and Leisure, previously announced in the UK budget. For the past year this has been 75%
in England and only 40% in Wales which has contributed to the high number of pub closures in Wales
as they struggle to recover post Pandemic.

This is very much needed by our colleagues in Hospitality and we really hope this will help more of our
treasured pubs survive for longer. Also any increase in Businesss Rates has been capped at a
multiplier at 1%.

This is a draft Budget and the next stage is for it to be passed through the scrutiny of the Senedd
before a final vote in March 2025. In order for this to be passed Welsh Labour will need at least 1
more vote from a Senedd Member from a different party.

You can read more in the draft budget announcement here: https://www.gov.wales/a-budget-to-
build-a-brighter-future-for-wales
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ENERGY PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATE (EPC) CONSULTATION

Last week the Westminster Government announced that it is calling a Consultation into updating the
rules around EPCs.

The detail can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforms-to-the-energy-
performance-of-buildings-regime

Currently in Wales you require an EPC for sale/purchase of a property and for a Long Term Rental.
This consultation will now explore whether they will be required for a Short Term Rental as seen below
in the 2 critical questions for our sector.

Question19

To what extent do you agree or disagree with requiring short-term rental
properties to have a valid EPC at the point of being let?

e Strongly disagree

e Disagree

Neither agree nor disagree

Agree

Strongly agree

If you wish, please explain your reasoning and provide any evidence to support
your view.

Question 20

To what extent do you agree or disagree with requiring short-term rental
properties to have a valid EPC irrespective of who is responsible for meeting the
energy costs?

e Strongly disagree

¢ Disagree

e Neither agree nor disagree
e Agree

¢ Strongly agree

If you wish, please explain your reasoning and provide any evidence to support
your view.

This will apply to both England and Wales and the Consultation closes on the 26th February.

We will be gathering evidence and responses from you after the New Year on this as we prepare our
response.
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We really do fear the impact of this on our sector, with yet further financial impact.

TOURISM LEVY UPDATE

CONSULTATIONS:

- The full Consultation is due 10 January. We would urge you to respond but will produced some
guidance notes to assist.

- Oral Consultation Meeting — PASC UK have been invited to an in-person Oral Consultation in the
Senedd in January.

Please join us for the open call next Tuesday 17 December at 11am, where we will discuss the Levy
and consult on our approach to the consultation.

VISITOR LEVY WALES
FAQ'S V1

2. PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

More details can be found here in the PASC UK Cymru paper, which you can download here:
For non-members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

(You will now need to provide an email to access the paper)

For Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

WAVA PETITION TO OPPOSE THE TOURISM LEVY - PLEASE SUPPORT

We are all very concerned about the impact of the Tourism Levy and none more than WAVA (The
Wales Association for Visitor Attractions).

Please support their petition, which can be found here:
https://petitions.senedd.wales/signatures/2590191 /verify?token=tMtmkpv3MgPKOABnHodL

In addition to the Petition, WAVA also announced strike action this week in the following press
release.

“Following an emergency meeting The Welsh Association of Visitor Attractions (WAVA) which
represents over 100 of the leading visitor attractions in Wales passed a resolution
recommending that members close down their attraction for one day on Tuesday 10th
December.
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The reason for the above action is in response to the Welsh Governments (W.G) proposed
tourism tax where their own government reports indicated such a tax would damage the
Welsh tourism industry.

In the latest W.G. government report, ** it was stated that in the worst scenario over 700
tourism jobs could be lost by this tax, with a revenue loss of £40 + million. W.G. figures were
based only on a 1.6% drop in visitor numbers. Many in tourism expect the drop to be more.

Comment.”l did not realise that we were going to have to add VAT on top of the £1.25 tourism
tax, and that children would be charged the same as an adult.”

Comment.”700 private tourism jobs could go, but there will be an increase in public sector
jobs as a result of this tax. Wales already has the highest number of civil servants compared
to the rest of G.B. Wales. Thirty-one percent in Wales and twenty four percent in G.B.”

Comment. “The W.G does not listen to us despite going to meeting after meeting and writing
dozens of letters. They know it all, but the declining visitor numbers say differently.”

Comment. “I am suffering from mental stress owing to the W.G. continuously putting hurdles
in the path of my business. | feel like retiring and giving up the fight.”

WAVA members also wished to show solidarity and support for the Welsh self-catering sector
by this strike action. Self-catering operators in Wales are being ravaged by the W.G.182-day
rule resulting in many closures, job losses and reported high stress levels from owners. ***

Tourism is Wales’ second largest industry, but members felt the future looked increasingly
grim owing to the W.G. negative attitude towards tourism, and subliminal anti-English
rhetoric.

Members felt they had to take the strongest possible action to show their anger with the
Welsh Government, hence their call for strike action. Members voted for more direct action
to follow.”

182 DAY CAMPAIGN UPDATE
4 WEEKS IN...
The Survey is now over 650.

The iParl. Has now reached over 7000 to MSes in Wales, and over 1,100 to MPs in Westminster.

We are now seeing many responses from the MSes and the MPs, particularly from Plaid Cymru and
Welsh Conservatives. We are yet to see any response from any of the Welsh Labour MSes and would
ask that if your Labour MS has responded to your email, please forward this to me on
nicky@pascuk.co.uk.

Once you have received a response, we recommend you reply back to them, outlining exactly how the
182 threshold is affecting you personally. This is a good opportunity to ask them to meet you or visit
your property. Most MSes will run a surgery when you can meet them face to face. We will of course
support you and are very happy to speak with you before you meet to ensure you are ready.



We are keen to see your responses, so please send then to Nicky and Livvy on nicky@pascuk.co.uk and
support@pascuk.co.uk.
Further detail on the campaign is in the ‘Repeat’ section at the end of the newsletter.

NEW FIRE GUIDANCE, HOW TO RESPOND AND DEADLINE FOR RESPONSES

On the 8" November the Home Office released a series of ‘draft’ papers on new Fire Guidance. The
process is called an ‘engagement’.

be u
FIRE

#PASC

PASC UK has been asked to collate responses from the sector to pass to the Home Office by the 10t
January.

There are several new papers that impact our sector.
e Guide to Fire Safety Measures for Persons with Duties: Principles of Fire Safety
e Guide to Fire Safety Measures for Persons with Duties: Sleeping Accommodation
e Check the reciprocal responsibilities between those responsible under the amended Regulatory
Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 and the Building Safety Act 2022 in higher-risk buildings

These papers can be found for Members here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/fire-safety-signs-
members/ And for non-Members here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire checks and safety/

The critical one for you to read, consider and ask any questions of is the Guide to Fire Safety Measures
for Persons with Duties: Sleeping Accommodation which includes Annex A which covers two storey
open plan guidance.

How to respond?
We will need respondents to put responses in the following format to be included. This is not PASC UK
making up rules, this is how the Home Office have asked for it.

1/ Your name, email and Business name

2/ Which of the above papers you are commenting on.

3/ Please detail the Guide you are referring to and the relevant paragraph/section number.
4/ Provide any commentary or observations. They should be clear and specific. You should
follow any observations with a specific proposal. CHANGES WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED
WITHOUT A RELEVENT PROPOSAL.
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Where to send your responses?
Please can you send the responses to support@pascuk.co.uk Please mark them Fire Engagement in
the Subject line. Thanks.

Deadline?

The deadline from the Home Office is the 10t January, however, to collate the responses in the format
required by the Home Office, (they must all be entered in the relevant spreadsheet), we will need
yours by no later than close of play on Tuesday 7™ January.

PASC UK will then consolidate all the responses, including our own feedback, and send it to the Home
Office. This document will also be placed on the website for transparency.

Most of the questions arising from the new Guidance are covered in two Fire Webinars that can be
found here for Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/

And here for non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

For more details please see the PASC UK General newsletter.

GREEN GEN / BUTE ENERGY PYLON & POWER PARK

Are you affected by the Green Gen / Bute Energy proposals? We have been asked for input on the
impact of the infrastructure on Tourism. The project will start in Shropshire and cross through Powys
into Camarthenshire.

If you have been affected by this project, can | ask you to please contact me directly on
nicky@pascuk.co.uk.

PASC UK PRICE RISES FOR MEMBERS FOR 2025

As of the 15t January 2025 PASC UK Membership Subscriptions will be rising. This applies to any
renewals that take place post 1st January 2025 and any new Members who join after that date.

During 2024 we have significantly increased the team at PASC UK who work on your behalf. For detail
on this, please see the PASC UK 2024 Annual Report on the website:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

The price rises will be as follows:

PASC UK PRICE INCREASE JANUARY 2025

Type 2024 Inc VAT 2025 Inc VAT
Single unit 80 96 90 108
2-4 Units 140 168 150 180
5-10 Units 220 264 235 282
11 + Units 320 384 335 402
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We face significant challenges next year and need to be fully equipped with both the policies and
evidence to try to sway Government Policies in both Westminster and Cardiff to do as little harm as
possible. There are more interventions to address in our sector currently, than at any time previously.

We have tried to keep the rises as low as possible, whilst also generating the necessary income to
deliver the support.

We really appreciate the support of our Members, making us the largest trade association
representing this sector, a point not lost on Officials and Ministers.

IN THE NEWS:

DRAFT BUDGET:

The Telegraph: This article discusses the decision to increase Land Transaction Tax on Second homes
during a housing crisis when private landlords are much in demand:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/stamp-duty/welsh-labour-war-on-second-
homeowners-stamp-duty-rise/

Deeside.com: https://www.deeside.com/plaid-cymru-faces-day-of-reckoning-on-draft-budget/

Walesonline.com: https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/mark-drakeford-interview-
baffling-plaid-30557638?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar

TOURISM LEVY:
Wales could be on the brink of a Tourism Nightmare:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/news/wales-tourism-problem/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / MEMBERS MEETINGS

The Wales Tourism Levy — What do we know?
(Free to all in self-catering in Wales, will be recorded and placed on the website)

Tuesday 17" December — 1100-1200

Sign up for this free webinar to hear about the Levy, and what it means for your Business.
e Update on the Wales Visitor Levy, PASC UK
e Operators Guide to the Welsh Levy presented by Robin Leatherbarrow, PASC UK

e Plus more speakers to be announced

Click here to register: https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN Hna7JWI3S-msLU60OR-vrfA

RECORDINGS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS AND WEBINARS can be viewed on the PASC UK

Website at: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.
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CALL TO ACTION - WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Send details of FaceBook Groups covering Self-catering accommodation in Wales to
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

e Sign the WAVA Levy Petition
https://petitions.senedd.wales/signatures/2590191/verify?token=tMtmkpv3MgPKO
ABnHodL

e Green Gen / Bute Energy Project — Please contact me on nicky@pascuk.co.uk if you are affected.

Tourism Levy (See above for full details:)

e Read the Levy FAQs

e Sign up for the Visitor Levy Webinar https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN Hna7JWI3S-
msLU60OR-vrfA

182 day Campaign Complete the following (if you haven’t already):

e 182 dayiParl https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4

e 182 day impact Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3

e Share the above with everyone you know in the sector.

e Let’s also see how many shares we can get on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe

REPEATS:

NEW REVIEW 182 DAY THRESHOLD CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY IN WALES [REPEAT]

We have launched a new campaign to try and persuade the Welsh Government to carry out an
Economic Impact Assessment (EIA) and a formal review of the 182-day threshold. We are working in
conjunction with other associations and colleagues from across the Welsh Visitor Economy.

REVIE

Please take part in these 4 steps:

The iParl Letters to your MS and MP: https://pascuk.eaction.online/Review182Q4
Simple to do. Just click on the link and you will be asked for postcode (Welsh one, of course). You can
modify the provided text in any way that you choose.
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Once you press send, you will automatically be transferred to a second letter to send to your MP.
We can track how many each MS/MP gets and use this to follow up to try and secure meetings with
them.

The November 2024 182-day business impact survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H38JRQ3
This provides us with compelling data to aid our lobbying to get 182 reduced. This is where data such
as ‘only 26% expect to hit 182 this year’, and ‘84% are discounting to meet the threshold’ come from.

Please share the social media posts:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zRLTLEFbbKYggQPt/?mibextid=WC7FNe (click on this and then
share the post).

Please share across your hospitality groups across Wales. 50 shares now — if every newsletter
subscriber shared this once, we would be in the 1000s. Please help us.

The 182 Campaign Webinar was recorded and is available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

TOURISM LEVY AND STATUTORY GENERAL INFORMATION [REPEAT]

As we understand more about the Levy, it is met with much objection and unease.

The Visitor Accommodation (Register and Levy) Etc. (Wales) Bill has been referred to the Finance
Committee for Stage 1 scrutiny of the general principles of the Bill. To inform its scrutiny, the
Committee has issued an open call for evidence on the Bill and is inviting people to submit written
evidence to assist in its consideration of the Bill.

See below, ‘Consultation on Visitor Levy’
https://business.senedd.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=576&cp=yes

We will produce one of our usual help guides to assist owners with responses. Let see how many we
can getin.

The closing date for submission to this consultation is 16.00 on Friday 10 January 2025.

You can follow the progress of the Bill on the Senedd pages: Visitor Accommodation (Register and
Levy) Etc. (Wales) Bill

More information on the Bill can be found here:
https://www.gov.wales/the-visitor-accommodation-register-and-levy-etc-wales-bill-leaflet

e The Bill as published

e The Explanatory Memorandum and Regulatory Impact Assessment (containing our economic
impact assessment and analysis)

e Our impact assessments and independently commissioned research

e Our explainer flyer

e Our web pages on the Bill: www.gov.wales/visitorlevy and for background A visitor levy for Wales

| GOV.WALES
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FREE LISTING OFFER FROM SIMPLY OWNERS CLOSES MONDAY 23*° DECEMBER

PASC UK and Simply Owners have teamed up to offer paid PASC UK Members a free listing for one
year! Simply Owners is a holiday property listing site for cottages, villas, and all other types of holiday
accommodation.

p

SimplyOwners

Their mission is to encourage direct contact between holidaymakers and holiday-home owners with
no added fees or restrictions. They’re the UK's largest direct bookings site, with over 10 million views
on Google each month and over 250K visitors to their site each month.

PLEASE NOTE, THE OFFER IS ONLY OPEN TO PAID PASC UK MEMBERS, IS FOR ONE LISTING FOR ONE
YEAR, VALUE £298.80, AND APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY MONDAY 23R DECEMBER 2024.

THE OFFER ONLY APPLIES TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS TO SIMPLY OWNERS.

How it works:

e Simply Owners charge an annual listing fee per property, with discounts for multiple listings.

e They provide unrivalled support, not just to get your listing up and running, but answering any
guestions or queries you have in the future.

e They provide free payment protection for holidaymakers using Simply Owners, to provide
security and trust.

e They don't charge any fees or commission to owners.

e They don't offer tiered or premium subscriptions.

e They don't charge holidaymakers booking fees or service charges.

e They don't hold any holidaymaker's money. Owners control their own cash flow and bookings
are direct with owners.

To take advantage of this offer, please visit the Members area of the website to get you offer code and
find out more: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-offers/

We held a Members Webinar with Simply Owners where more details were available and Members
asked over 50 questions, all answered in the recording. Members Webinar recording can be found
here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
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WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales Newsletter in
the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying Association,
not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and social
media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there are very
few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We will always
try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read and assess
yourselves.
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