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COMMENTARY

After a festive lull it’s clear that most are back at work. Members are back, MPs and MSs are back and
officials are beginning to respond.

We had two key deadlines last Friday, to formally respond on the Wales Tourism Levy and the Home
Office Draft Fire guidance. Both were duly completed, and detail on and access to these responses can
be found below.

We will be putting all our updated Policy Positions on the website this week, we took them down as
they needed updating, primarily due to changes and interventions in Wales, and to combine them in a
single document. This documents will not only be read by Members and readers of the Newsletter,
they will also be read by other organisations and associations, MPs, MSs and Officials.

They clearly set out our position on all the main interventions, Registration, Licencing, Taxes/Levis,
182 Threshold etc.



We will also be placing in the Members area of the website, an updated Terms of Reference on how
these policy positions are arrived at.

Behind the scenes we have also been undertaking a huge piece of work for our Agency Members. By
law they must report your income generated through bookings form their platform, directly to HMRC.
This comes into effect at the end of this month, and it is a complex situation, not least as it is handling
really sensitive data. The data feed to HMRC is not perfect and is causing problems for many.

When your agency asks for some further financial details from you, it is to comply with new rules
from HMRC, they must provide all the information in a given format.

If you are an Agency reading this, and you are not fully up to date on this, (HMRC Intermediaries
Reporting, DAC7) there’re is a short section below covering this and how you can get help from PASC
UK.

Rumours over the weekend of a Tourism Tax in England, hot on the heels of Edinburgh announcing a
5% bed tax and all the coverage of the awful Welsh Levy proposal. As all of you know, it’s not
remotely buoyant out there for most of us, and having to add 5% as Edinburgh is introducing to
already under pressure prices just to collect a tax couldn’t really come at a worse time. See below
more detail.

FHL work continues, and this is covered in our new Political Update section, which will feature each
week below.

We had a really well attended Zoom PASC UK Members meeting last week, and this is available to
view PASC UK Members 9 Jan

We have been promising for some time to get back on the road and meet as many of you as possible
during the year, and we have first date for the first meeting. We will be having a PASCK UK Members
meeting in the Cotswolds region on Wednesday 12" February, venue just being sorted, see below, we
will then pick up momentum to get around as much of the Country as quickly as possible.

If you are in Cornwall, Devon or Somerset, please look at the data section below, whereby you can
sign up for free to access a really useful data hub, that will help you manage your occupancy and
pricing, we are pushing for this to be rolled out in other areas.

One of our partners SITU is inviting PASC UK Members to a webinar tomorrow, Wednesday 15,
about Regulation in our sector, that has your Chair, Fiona Campbell CEO from the ASSC (Association of
Scotland’s Self-Caterers) and close colleague Richard Vaughton from Yes Consulting chairing, should

be interesting, see below.

Over the coming weeks, we will be able to announce several new initiatives as we seek to strengthen
both our support and lobbying activities, just some bits of paperwork to complete.

Best regards

Alistair and all the team at PASC UK


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/

RUMOURS OF A TOURISM TAX IN ENGLAND

Over the weekend rumours began to circulate that was some consideration being given to a tourism
tax in England, which is entirely contrary to recent previously stated Westminster Government
statements.

One of the articles can be found here: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14274497/Rachel-
Reeves-eyes-hotel-tax-bolster-UKs-coffers-GLEN-OWEN-warns-families-facing-surcharge-holidays-
foot-bill-Labours-economic-chaos.html

There is no formal statement, so this could be any of the following:

e Aclickbait headline
e Government putting feelers about to test the water
e The beginning of a long process of implementation, Consultation, review, legislation

Whilst to Governments of all parties always say, ‘we cannot comment on tax speculation’, we will be
using all our contacts to determine if there is anything solid behind this and will let you know as soon
as possible.

When Governments are under huge pressure, there is always a danger of some pretty poor policy
proposals as they desperately try to find some wriggle room, and are thinking short, not long term.

This comes in a week when Edinburgh announces that the Tourism Levy applied there will be 5%,
which once again is being operated as a Bed Tax: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c708085k71ro

PASC UK remains opposed to the imposition of Tourism Taxes. And as covered details of our position
on all policies has been updated and will be reposted on the website this week.

PASC UK POLITICAL ROUND UP

Parliament has returned from winter recess and PASC UK’s lobby team are back hitting the corridors
of Whitehall and at the Senedd. 2025 is going to be a formative year for many of the policy
interventions the holiday let sector is facing in England and Wales. We will be busy over the coming
months trying to shape policies to limit any negative impacts on your business and develop those that
will support the sector. Your help will be needed and is critical to our success.

This year we are introducing a short political update in the weekly newsletter so you can be kept
more up to date on the lobby activity that is happening. We hope you find it helpful.

Prime Minister’s Questions

The first week of Parliament saw Andrew George MP (St Ives) land a question during Prime Minister’s
Questions. He probed the PM on the government’s plans to tackle second homes in his constituency.
The response was familiar: “...excessive concentrations of short-term lets and second homes in places
such as Cornwall can impact the availability and affordability of homes. That is why we will enable
councils to charge a premium on the council tax bills of second homes, abolish the furnished home
lettings regime and introduce a registration scheme for short-term lets.”



https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14274497/Rachel-Reeves-eyes-hotel-tax-bolster-UKs-coffers-GLEN-OWEN-warns-families-facing-surcharge-holidays-foot-bill-Labours-economic-chaos.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14274497/Rachel-Reeves-eyes-hotel-tax-bolster-UKs-coffers-GLEN-OWEN-warns-families-facing-surcharge-holidays-foot-bill-Labours-economic-chaos.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14274497/Rachel-Reeves-eyes-hotel-tax-bolster-UKs-coffers-GLEN-OWEN-warns-families-facing-surcharge-holidays-foot-bill-Labours-economic-chaos.html
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https://www.parallelparliament.co.uk/mp/andrew-george/debate/2024-09-12/commons/westminster-hall/short-term-lets-regulation

There is some good in this response (statutory registration) and the bad (FHL). We will be aiming to
have a second meeting with Andrew to continue making the case for our sector.

Abolition of the FHL Tax Regime

We are reaching the closing stages of our campaign to delay the abolition of furnished holiday lettings
tax regime. Avid readers of the newsletter will know we have been relentlessly campaigning against it
for close to a year. The abolition was included in the Finance Bill and as part of its legislative process it
will now go through a committee of MPs. The good news is we have drafted an amendment we hope
will be placed by the Shadow Financial Secretary to the Treasury Gareth Davies MP (Grantham &
Bourne) that will see the abolition of FHL delayed by 12-months. We will be working closely with
Gareth Davies to lobby for cross-party support. There are many big-ticket items such as the tax
changes for farmers and the Nl rise that will make getting this amendment passed very difficult, but
we must give it our very best.

Meanwhile, we continue to encourage members to seek advice. You can find the guidance provided
by Francis Clark here.

Wales Tourism Levy
PASC UK’s formal response to the Welsh Government’s proposed tourism levy has been submitted.

This can be found here PASC UK Cymru Tourism Levy Response

We have gone into significant detail to explain why the policy is incredibly damaging for the industry
and counterproductive. A summary of our position is below:

e The proposed Wales Tourism Levy is a counterproductive, anti-growth policy that
disproportionately burdens low-income families and small businesses while offering negligible
economic benefits.

e PASC UK and other industry stakeholders are open to collaboration with the Welsh
Government to design a fair, effective, and growth-oriented framework for the sector.

e Let’s prioritise supporting tourism, not taxing it out of existence, and ensure that any new
policies foster long-term prosperity for Wales as a destination.

PASC UK IN PERSON MEETING CALLED IN THE COTSWOLDS

On Wednesday 12™ February we will be hosting our first in-person Members meeting of 2024. The
exact location will be confirmed in the next couple of days, but it will be in the Cotswolds region.

If this is near to you, please save this date and a link to secure your place will be provided in next
week’s newsletter, along with location and timing details.

If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “Cotswold Meeting”.

Our next meeting will be in Norfolk, probably followed by Brighton. Details to follow in due course.

SUPPORT FOR SELF-CATERING AGENCY MEMBERS: PASC UK MEMBERSHIP


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/where-to-find-the-fhl-abolition-papers/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

Readers from agencies who are not PASC UK Members across England and Wales may not be aware
that we have a whole support thread for the self-catering/short term let agencies.

We currently have almost 140 agency Members representing over 225 online brands.

TR mﬂl!!l
: '; 1! | Ei.'

PASC UK Agency Members at the PASC UK Agency Conference in October 2024

PASC UK also provides tailored support for Self-Catering Agencies, helping them navigate the unique
challenges they face in today’s rapidly evolving landscape.

One key area that we’ve been focusing on is the introduction of DAC7 / HMRC Intermediaries
Reporting. This new requirement places additional reporting obligations on agencies, and PASC UK is
here to help understand and comply with these changes.

By becoming a PASC UK Agency Member, your agency can access expert advice, resources, dedicated
Agency Meetings and Conferences supported by an expert team that ensures you stay informed and
compliant on regulatory and tax issues and much more.

If you are not sure whether you are currently registered as an Agency Member, or would like to
investigate joining PASC UK as one, please email Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject
“Agency Membership”.

NEW FIRE GUIDANCE RESPONSE ISSUED BY THE HOME OFFICE ISSUED 8 NOVEMBER

You will all be aware that on the 8™ November last year the Home Office issued updated Draft Fire
Guidance across range of areas, including a Draft replacement Sleeping Accommodation Guide, that
covered larger properties, and specifically added an Annex to cover two storey properties with open
plan layouts.

We have covered these extensively in previous newsletters, and in the Fire Safety area of the website
you can find the Home Office documents, PASC UK supporting papers and links to joint Webinars with
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the Home Office, explaining the purpose of the documents and the process that will lead to
publication.

The deadline for responding to the Engagement (not a formal Consultation) was last Friday the 10t of
January. We had a daylong meeting with Paul Bray, GIFireE. MIFSM, our retained Fire Expert, and
reviewed the documents in full.

We also received numerous comments from members to include in our response, and we included
these too. The format is slightly clutzy, we had to fill in the responses in a pre-determined format into
a spreadsheet to submit.

All were collated and entered into the Response.

The Home Office does not directly respond to each comment. However, every comment submitted in
the required format is considered by a panel, and consideration given as to whether the Draft

Guidance needs amending in any way.

PASC UK is a member of that panel and will be working to ensure that the resulting Guidance is
proportionate and appropriate.

Many thanks to all those that took part, and double thanks for trying to submit in the required format,
that saved us lots of time.

The final Response can be seen here: PASC UK Fire Guidance Response Jan 2025

We will update you all as the process continues. It’s hard to say when the Draft will become Final, it
depends hugely on the amount of feedback the Home Office have received.

PASC UK WEBINAR AND MEETINGS PROGRAME FOR JANUARY 2025

We will shortly be announcing further webinars and meetings for the January & February programme.
These will include the following:

e New Govt Policy updates

e 182 Campaign updates

e Buying Club Update, lots of great new offers
e Selling add-on services at your business

e Fire Update (Open plan Guidance)

e Sustainability and our sector

e And more.....

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

FREE WEBINAR FROM SITU: REGULATION OF SHORT TERM LETS IN THE UK

This webinar is designed to help property managers navigate compliance challenges and prepare for
market changes by providing actionable knowledge and practical support.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

About Situ: At Situ, we specialise in providing global serviced accommodation solutions for businesses
and individuals. Since 2008, we’ve been connecting people with fully managed accommodation
worldwide. Our mission is to deliver tailored stays that prioritise quality, compliance, and exceptional
service. Through initiatives like the Beyond Booking Webinar Series, we’re dedicated to empowering
our partners with the knowledge and resources needed to thrive in the short-term rental market.

When: 15 January 2025, 10:00 AM (GMT)

Registration Link: SITU Booking Link

Speakers:

i1l Beyond Regulation of short-term
i/ Booking lets in the UK and Scotiand

Webinar 15 January 2025, 10:00 AM (GMT)

i

Richard Vaughton Fiona Campbell Alistair Handyside, MBE
Founding partnee of Yes Consulting CEO of the Association of Self- Ch of the Professional
Catering Accommodation [ASSC Asseciation of Self-Caterers [PASC)

e Fiona Campbell, CEO of the Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers (ASSC) — speaking on behalf
of Scotland

¢ Alistair Handyside, MBE, Executive Chair of the Professional Association of Self-Caterers (PASC
UK)- speaking on behalf of England and Wales.

¢ Richard Vaughton (host), Webinar Host and Consultant from Yes Consulting

ACCESS TO GREAT DATA FOR BUSINESSES IN CORNWALL, DEVON AND SOMERSET

T- Stats and the South West Visitor Economy Hub
PASC UK is a huge supporter of this programme and your Chair has been involved since conception.

The purpose is to give you as a business owner access to accurate online information, to help you
make the right business decisions. This tracks real bookings. You can look to see what the future
holds, for example, how are bookings in Somerset in May, what are others charging? This
benchmarking is invaluable to making sure that you are managing your pricing/occupancy.

Currently available in Devon, Somerset and Cornwall, these new free online tools now available to
help you. Designed to help tourism businesses and the Destination Teams marketing and promoting
the South West better understand the data.


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/c602d31e-7658-4b96-bdc6-27d77d15dd06@f0ae4480-414c-47c8-87fe-3f8bc301061c

Engagement is completely confidential and gives you access to benchmark against other professional
self-catering businesses in the region. Sign-up, provide your occupancy data monthly, and benefit
from free access to these great tools.

It only takes a few minutes to join — start exploring the data today: Sign up here to the SWVEHub for
Devon and Somerset.

Email jess@t-stats.co.uk for sign-up to Visit Cornwall’s Visitor Economy Tracking System

T-Stats Solutions is also in place in other destinations/counties in the UK. Please email jess@t-
stats.co.uk for more information.

https://www.swvehub.co.uk/businesses

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD 14 January

Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:

e 21 January, UK Hospitality Parliamentary reception, Westminster

e 27 January, South West Data Hub Meeting, Exeter

e 30 January, Oral Evidence, Senedd, Wales Tourism Levy, Senedd

e 4 February, West Country Tourism Conference, Devon

e 4 February, hosting the SW Tourism Alliance dinner, Devon

e 12 February, PASC UK Members Meeting Cotswolds

e 18 March, Tourism Alliance House of Commons Reception, Westminster
e 27 March, Visit Wales Tourism Awards, Venue Cymru, Llandudno

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector.
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds.
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on
behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows: All per annum until 315t December when the new prices will be
applied (excl. VAT).

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 September 2025

Members get telephone support and priority email support.


https://www.swvehub.co.uk/businesses
https://www.swvehub.co.uk/businesses
mailto:jess@t-stats.co.uk
mailto:jess@t-stats.co.uk
mailto:jess@t-stats.co.uk
https://www.swvehub.co.uk/businesses

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Wishing every one of you all the best.
Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk

support@ pascuk.co.uk

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK

DISCLAIMER

The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks
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mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

