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COMMENTARY

As January progresses, we endeavour to keep ahead of critical issues which may not be in the
‘limelight’ such as the consultation on EPCs for holiday lets, drip pricing and fake reviews.

With the Consultation responses submitted for the Levy and the Fire Regs, we’re keeping up the
pressure on 182 and working towards the Oral Feedback on the Tourism Levy.

The 182-day campaign continues to make headway, with increasing support from Welsh
politicians who in general, recognise the strain this threshold puts on our sector. While we await
the meeting with Mark Drakeford, we urge you to continue reaching out to your MSes and MPs,
sharing your personal experiences. This stage is pivotal in strengthening our case, and your stories
will make all the difference in how they support constituents.

As more businesses voice their opposition to the Tourism Levy, we remain resolute — and not
alone - in our opposition. Our formal response is submitted and when you see it in print it, it is
hard to understand why anyone would consider it be good policy.

BBC News featured PASC UK Cymru in an article discussing the disproportionate burden the
proposed levy could place on low-income families and small businesses. Alongside the Scout
Association and educational centres in Wales, concerns mount that this could make school trips
unaffordable for children. See the article:



https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c77j2kpve3zo.amp and the link to the news feature here
https://youtu.be/8TGVCOnQf 0

Your ongoing support is central to our lobbying efforts. If you’re not yet a member, we invite you
to join PASC UK, ensuring we can give our best efforts to advocating for the future of our sector
together.

Kind regards
Nicky Williamson,

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

182 DAY CAMPAIGN

We don’t yet have a date for the agreed meeting with Mark Drakeford, but we continue to work to
gather the evidence to request that fair consideration is given to the impact of the 182-day
threshold.

MS / MP Letters:

Thank you for sharing your letters from MSes and MPs, in response to your letters through the
iParl system. We are pleased to see responses starting to come through from Welsh Labour now
and really interested to see a level of support from most Parties.

The next stage of communication is crucial. This is your opportunity to really explain to your MS
and / or MP specifically how it is affecting you. For some it may make difficult reading, for others
it will be reinforcing what they already know but either way, it is relevant. Regardless of their
Party or their specific policies, all MSes / MPs won’t want to see their constituents suffering and
they will be trying to ascertain whether your concerns are genuine - so the more dialogue you can
provide the better to aid how they best represent their constituents. Please don’t miss out on this
crucial opportunity.

All MSes run constituency surgeries, which is a good option to meet MSes/MPs in person, or you
can invite them to your business.

This stage is very personal to you and if you would like assistance, please feel free to contact me
directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk or 07776 142241.

PASC UK WALES MS & MP Responses / Meetings:

We have also been corresponding with MSes and MPs as a result of the letters generated through
the IParl — some are well into 4 figures now!

We are really encouraged by some of the responses we are receiving with a general recognition of
the damage being caused by the 182 day threshold. We have been able to secure meetings with
most Parties now, obviously some are slower in coming forward, but for a variety of reasons and
often assuring us that they have already raised concerns over the threshold, even if they are not
yet in a position to meet with us.


https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c77j2kpve3zo.amp
https://1ui93.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA6Qs4xydnoxPmM6bZprZA0MaX/AEj26xCEINx2
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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TOURISM LEVY

Wales Tourism Levy Consultation Response

PASC UK’s formal response to the Welsh Government’s proposed tourism levy was submitted last
Friday 10 January. You can find our full response here: PASC UK Cymru Tourism Levy Response

We have gone into significant detail to explain why the policy is incredibly damaging for the
industry and counterproductive. A summary of our position is below:

e The proposed Wales Tourism Levy is a counterproductive, anti-growth policy that
disproportionately burdens low-income families and small businesses while offering
negligible economic benefits.

e PASC UK and other industry stakeholders are open to collaboration with the Welsh
Government to design a fair, effective, and growth-oriented framework for the sector.

e Let’s prioritise supporting tourism, not taxing it out of existence, and ensure that any new
policies foster long-term prosperity for Wales as a destination.

Levy User Research — expression of interest

We previously shared this request for interest from WRA, to take part in the User Research. If you
have not already, we would certainly suggest as many as possible participate.

To register interest, please follow this link which leads you to a short form where you will be asked
some straightforward questions about your business User research sign up - Visitor
Accommodation. We have asked for more information on what the User Research entails and will
update accordingly.

See below request from the WRA.

Visitor Accommodation (Register and Levy) Etc. (Wales) Bill: have your say

The Welsh Revenue Authority (WRA) is looking for a wide range of visitor accommodation
providers with a presence across Wales to take part in their user research.

They want to understand how the Visitor Accommodation (Register and Levy) Etc. (Wales)
Bill could be implemented, on behalf of Welsh Ministers. You may be aware of the Welsh
Government’s recent announcement about the introduction of the Bill

This will be an opportunity for you to help them design an easy, efficient and trusted
service that meets your needs as well as those of the Welsh Government.

To register your interest in taking part in their upcoming research, click on the link below.

User research sign up - Visitor Accommodation



https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/TVU5W2/?lang=994510
https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/TVU5W2/?lang=994510
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-revenue-authority
https://www.gov.wales/VisitorLevy
https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/TVU5W2/?lang=994510

FIRE GUIDANCE RESPONSE ISSUED BY THE HOME OFFICE (8 NOVEMBER)

Thank you to those of you who submitted comments in response to the above, and double thanks
for trying to submit in the required format, which saved us a huge amount of time.

PASC UK’s response to the Engagement (not a formal Consultation) included all of your comments
and was submitted ahead of the deadline last Friday 10 January. PASC UK retain a Fire Expert on
your behalf, Paul Bray, GIFireE. MIFSM, who reviewed the documents in full with us and assisted
with our submission.

The draft guidelines cover a range of areas, including a Draft replacement Sleeping
Accommodation Guide, that covered larger properties, and specifically added an Annex to cover
two storey properties with open plan layouts.

The Home Office does not directly respond to each comment. However, every comment
submitted in the required format is considered by a panel. PASC UK is a member of that panel and

will be working to ensure that the resulting Guidance is proportionate and appropriate.

The final Response can be seen here: PASC UK Fire Guidance Response Jan 2025

CEREDIGION SENEDD MEMBER MEETING

Our colleagues at WTA have secured the following meeting with Paul Davies MS and Sam Kurtz
MS. This is a great meeting and we would encourage you to attend if you are available.

Securing the Future for Tourism and Hospitality in Ceredigion

A round table discussion hosted by:
Pembrokeshire and Ceredigion Conservative Federation
in association with Wales Tourism Alliance

Thursday 30 January 2025 6.30 for 7 pm
Llety Parc Hotel, Aberystwyth, SY23 3TL

Paul Davies MS
Sam Kurtz MS
Rowland Rees-Evans, Chair of WTA

Finger buffet, teas and coffees and cash bar available

Those of us involved in tourism and hospitality understand just how much money our guests
bring in to the Ceredigion economy. But we have to work hard on tight margins.
Sometimes it seems as if both the Welsh Government and our Council would rather we weren’t
here at all. They blame us for a shortage of housing and fail to appreciate the jobs we create and
support.



https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/

This is your chance to be heard by senior politicians at national and local level.

Ceredigion needs a thriving tourist and hospitality industry, and our politicians need to support
us.
Please join us, and tell your friends and colleagues!

The meeting unfortunately clashes with the Oral Feedback on the Tourism Levy where PASC UK
are attending to provide face to face feedback in a small group.

If there is a way we can attend we, of course will, however we would encourage our Ceredigion
members to attend and please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk if you would like to
attend and for any assistance in preparation.

GREEN GEN / BUTE ENERGY PYLON & POWER PARK — LAST CALL PLEASE

Last call please for anyone else affected by the above. Thank you to those of you who have
already contacted me.

The project will start in Shropshire and cross through Powys into Carmarthenshire and we have
been asked for input on the impact on Tourism.

Please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk, so | can put you in touch the with CLA.

IN THE NEWS:

We see more coverage in the press on the Tourism Levy this week:

BBC News: Featuring PASC UK Cymru: This discusses the disproportionate burden of the
proposed Tourism Levy on Low Income families and Children in particular. BBC News Wales 15 Jan:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0027147 and online news article:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c77j2kpve3zo.amp and excerpt showing the specific tourism
tax section https://youtu.be/8TGVCOnQf 0

Business News Wales: Industry leaders warn that Wales' Tourism levy risks sidelining tourism by
not earmarking funds to benefit the sector: https://businessnewswales.com/tourism-could-be-
sidelined-in-plans-for-visitor-levy-funds/

Wales online: Features our colleagues at Welsh Tourism Alliance, identifying how the Levy is
projected to lead to job losses, and negatively impact the Welsh economy.
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/news-opinion/tourist-tax-set-go-forward-
30779562?utm_source=linkCopy&utm medium=social&utm campaign=sharebar
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WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Levy User Research Expression of interest — deadline 27 February
e Green Gen / Bute Energy — if you are affected by this please get in touch.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

Securing the Future for Tourism and Hospitality in Ceredigion - 30 January, Aberystwyth — see
above for more detail.

Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:
e 30 January, Oral Evidence, Senedd, Wales Tourism Levy, Senedd

e 27 March, Visit Wales Tourism Awards, Venue Cymru, Llandudno

e PASC UK Agency Conference — thc Late spring 2025

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.



