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NEWSLETTER 
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This week’s contents: 

• Commentary 

• PASC UK Political Roundup 

• Updated ‘Making your small paying guest accommodation safe from fire’ Guidance from the 
Home Office 

• In-Person PASC UK Members meeting called in the Cotswolds 

• NEW PASC UK Webinar/Meeting Programme for February 2025 

• PASC UK on the Road and Important Meetings ahead  

• In Person PASC UK Members Meetings  

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK   

• Disclaimer 

COMMENTARY  
 
This week much of focus is on the Welsh Tourism Levy, where we will be giving Oral Evidence in 
person on Thursday.  We have really done our homework on this, both in responding to the 
Consultation on the Levy (see Here) and on preparing for the Oral Evidence session. 
 
To that end we held a zoom meeting yesterday where the PASC UK Advocacy team of Alex, Louis, Iain 
and Zoey role played as the Committee that will ask us the questions. We were joined by two PASC UK 
Members who are also giving evidence at the same session, Barbara Griffiths from North Wales 
Holiday Cottages and Lisa Stopher from West Wales Holiday Cottages. All three of us were put 
through a wide range of questions and then reviewed how best to answer these. This was hugely 
useful exercise and showed clearly where more emphasis was needed, more alignment on examples 
used and avoiding some trip wires. 
 
We are sure that you will wish all the contributors to the Oral Evidence sessions all the very best in 
getting some significant changes made to this policy. 
 
See below for time spent in Westminster, we are getting a meeting with Chris Webb, MP for 
Blackpool and the new chair of the Hospitality APPG (All Party parliamentary Group). We also have a 
roundtable meeting with Saqib Bhaati MP (Shadow Minister for DCMS) on Monday next week and a 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
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meeting with DCMS on Tuesday 11th as we seek to make sure your concerns area heard across both 
Westminster and the Senedd. 
 
We have also announced below a series of Meetings and Webinars for both Members and non-
Members, Members Meetings for both England and Wales, plus a pricing and occupancy meeting 
which is sure to be popular. 
 
Our data partner Key Data have kindly recorded a video that reviews the booking patterns and 
outputs from last year, so that you can look at your performance against the rest of the sector. Sally 
Henry, VP of Key Data is a great presenter and makes the presentation of data easy to follow and 
understand. This is really recommended viewing. See Here 
 
The Venue for the Members Meeting in the Cotswolds has also been booked and details of that 
Meeting are also below. We will shortly announce further in person meetings in both England and 
Wales. 
 
Over the coming weeks, we will be able to announce several new initiatives as we seek to strengthen 
both our support and lobbying activities, just some bits of paperwork to complete.  
 
Best regards, 
 
Alistair and all the team at PASC UK 

 

PASC UK POLITICAL ROUND UP  
 
Political Update: 
 
Last week saw the holiday let sector featured prominently in discussions at Westminster and beyond 
again. With high-profile events and parliamentary questions, the spotlight remains firmly on issues 
impacting our industry. 
 
UK Hospitality Parliamentary Reception   
 
The highlight of the week was UK Hospitality’s annual parliamentary reception, where PASC UK was 
out in force. We engaged with key policymakers, including:   
 

• Chris Webb MP, Labour Chair of the APPG on Hospitality and Tourism,   

• Gareth Davies MP, a steadfast advocate for our sector, including leading efforts to secure a 12-
month delay of the abolition of FHL, and   

• Nigel Huddleston MP, former Tourism Minister and now Chair of the Conservative Party.   
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15qBllkNxN--MVhQQRCJMi9iyMvseT657/view
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           Chris Webb MP & Hospitality APPG Chair             Gareth Davies MP                             Nigel Huddlestone MP 

 
These events and discussions are essential for amplifying the voice of the holiday let sector at the 
heart of parliament and government. 
 
What was noticeable at this Reception was the mood of the businesses - we have never seen such 
push back towards a Government at one of these events. The combined impacts on our sector of 
increased National Insurance, the increase in Business Rates, the Minimum Wage increase, plus 
abolition of FHL allowances, all on a single day, is causing real anger from the sector, that has worked 
so hard to recover from Covid, then energy bill rises and a cost-of-living crisis.  
 
There is little time left for the Government to reduce the impact of these interventions, and we have 
submitted our Amendment to the Finance Bill, to at least delay FHL Abolition for a year.  
 
Parliamentary Questions 
 
Three new parliamentary questions were raised last week that directly impact our sector. Here’s a 
summary:   
 
1. Visitor Levy 
Blake Stephenson (Conservative, Mid Bedfordshire) asked the Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport for an assessment of a transient visitor levy's potential impact on the UK visitor economy.   
 
The answer: The Department clarified there are no plans to introduce a visitor levy in England. 
However, levies are either being introduced or considered in Scotland, Wales, and some English cities. 
The impact of these measures will continue to be monitored.   
 
2. Short-Term Lets Regulation 
Mike Amesbury (Independent, Runcorn and Helsby) inquired about the government’s timeline for 
regulating short-term lets. An answer remains pending, but an answer we are keen to see. 
 
3. Short-Term Lets in Residential Flats 
Lord Truscott (Non-affiliated, Life Peer) queried government plans to ease restrictions on short-term 
lets in residential flats, citing the Renters’ Rights Bill. This question also awaits a response.   
 
Local Authority Funding Reform Consultation 
 
The government has launched a consultation on funding allocations for local authorities and fire 
services. Proposals include reducing demands on local government and increasing flexibility through 
changes to the sales, fees, and charges landscape. But it also looks at aspects of devolution. With 
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rumours of a proposed tourism levy circulating, it’s vital that our sector engages with new 
stakeholders like Mayors and Combined Authorities.   
 
You can read more here.  
 
Wales Tourism Levy Update 
 
The Senedd Finance Committee met for the second time on 23 January 2025 to discuss the proposed 
Wales Visitor Levy. Expert evidence was provided by Dr. Rhys ap Gwilym and Dr. Linda Osti from 
Bangor Business School. During the session they highlighted:    

• The theoretical justification for a levy but concerns over its practical application, including the 
disproportionate burden on overnight visitors versus day-trippers.   

• The need for better tourism data to ensure a fair and effective levy.   

• Doubts over whether funds raised would genuinely enhance tourism or simply replace existing 
budgets.   

 
The session underscored the current proposal faces significant challenges and will risk driving visitors 
to competing destinations. This week Alistair is in front of the committee. More on that in next week’s 
newsletter.  

  

UPDATED ‘MAKING YOUR SMALL PAYING GUEST ACCOMMODATION SAFE FROM 

FIRE’ GUIDANCE ISSUED BY THE HOME OFFICE 20 JANUARY 2025 REPEAT 

 

Yesterday, the Home Office released an update to the ‘Small Paying Guest’ Guidance that was 
published in March 2023. PASC UK has prepared a paper to explain the changes and a commentary on 
them which can be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/  

And in the Members area here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/fire-safety-signs-members/  

The paper goes into full detail, however in summary the changes are as follows: 

WHAT ARE THE CHANGES? 
 
Changes to the 2023 ‘A Guide to making your small paying-guest-accommodation safe from fire’ 
(2023 Guide) 
 
The changes to the 2023 Guide are summarised on page 2 of the ‘updated 2024/5 guide’, which 
include the following, we have highlighted some key points in red: 
 
Major 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-authority-funding-reform-objectives-and-principles/local-authority-funding-reform-objectives-and-principles
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/fire-safety-signs-members/
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• Added new legal requirements introduced through Section 156 of the Building Safety Act 2022 

• Expanded explanation of the status of the guide 

• Revised introduction to provide more detail on application of the Fire Safety Order to short- 
term lets 

• Revised scope to provide more detail on the applicability of the guide to smaller types of 
guest accommodation such as holiday caravans, camping and glamping pods, bothies, lodges, 
shepherds’ huts, tents, tree houses and yurts 

• Updated guidance in relation to the use and provision of fire extinguishers (See section 5 
below for an important update) 

• Added usage of modal verbs in relation to Article 50 guidance 
 

Minor 

• Added link to 5 step checklist 

• Updated link to guidance on choosing a competent fire risk assessor 

PASC UK IN PERSON MEETING CALLED IN THE COTSWOLDS 

On Wednesday 12th February we will be hosting our first in-person Members meeting of 2025. This 
will be held at Pole Barn, Owlpen Manor, Uley on Wednesday 12th February 2025, 1100-1300. 
  
Below is a link to book your place. We have applied a nominal charge of £10 per person and 
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome. 
  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cotswolds-members-meeting-tickets-
1215466626399?aff=oddtdtcreator  
  
If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the 
subject line “Cotswold Meeting”. 
  
Our next meetings will be in Norfolk, Wales and then probably followed by Brighton. Details to follow 
in due course. 

 
PASC UK WEBINAR AND MEETINGS PROGRAME FOR JANUARY 2025 
 
We will shortly be announcing further webinars and meetings for the January & February programme. 
These will include the following: 
 

• New Govt Policy updates 

• 182 Campaign updates 

• Buying Club Update, lots of great new offers 

• Selling add-on services at your business 

• Fire Update (Open plan Guidance) 

• Sustainability and our sector  

• And more….. 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cotswolds-members-meeting-tickets-1215466626399?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cotswolds-members-meeting-tickets-1215466626399?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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1/ PASC UK WALES MEMBERS ZOOM MEETING 
This meeting will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the Website 
 

Date: 11 February 2025 
Time: 1100 

 
This meeting will enable Members to ask questions about how the Levy Oral Sessions went, to update 
Members on the Review 182 campaign, updates on meetings with the Welsh Government and to take 
any questions that any Members have. 
 
Panel 
 

• Nicky Williamson, Wales Lead, PASC UK Cymru 

• Robin Leatherbarrow, Policy, PASC UK 

• Alistair Handyside, Chair PASC UK 

• TBA 
 
To register for the meeting please click on this link. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/CPbMAWm3Ss-NyV-AI7dEvg  
 
If the meeting is oversubscribed then we will book another one. 
 
2/ PASC UK ENGLAND MEMBERS ZOOM MEETING 
This meeting will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the Website 
 

Date: 18 February 2025 
Time: 1100 

 
Panel 
 

• Alistair Handyside, Chair PASC UK 

• TBA 

• TBA 
 
This meeting will enable Members to ask questions about how Whether any progress was made with 
the Amendment to the Finance Bill, to update Members on all the current interventions that we face 
and to update you on how meetings with the Westminster Government are progressing. Whilst 
leaving plenty of time for questions from Members. 
 
To register for the meeting please click on this link. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/x7fQu1PBRVytXRi56jg9hw  
 
If the meeting is oversubscribed then we will book another one. 
 

3/ PASC UK & KEY DATA PRICING AND OCCUPANCY MEMBERS ZOOM MEETING 
This meeting will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the Website 

 
Date: TBA 
Time: 1100 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/CPbMAWm3Ss-NyV-AI7dEvg
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/x7fQu1PBRVytXRi56jg9hw
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This webinar will provide operators getting the tricky balance right of pricing and occupancy right and 
to answer questions that you may have. 
 
The Panel: 
 

• Sally Henry, VP EMEA, KeyData 

• TBA, SuperControl 

• TBA. 

• Alistair Handyside. PASC UK 
 
We will provide a link to register for this Members only meeting as soon as the date is confirmed. 
 
PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD 28 January  
 
Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:  
 

• 30 January, Oral Evidence, Senedd, Wales Tourism Levy, Senedd 

• 4 February, West Country Tourism Conference, Devon 

• 4 February, hosting the SW Tourism Alliance dinner, Devon 

• 12 February, PASC UK Members Meeting Cotswolds 

• 18 March, Tourism Alliance House of Commons Reception, Westminster 

• 27 March, Visit Wales Tourism Awards, Venue Cymru, Llandudno  
 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows: All per annum until 31st December when the new prices will be 
applied (excl. VAT). 
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks 
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mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

