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COMMENTARY

As you read today’s newsletter, PASC UK Cymru are all together in Cardiff, presenting Evidence on
the proposed Tourism Levy, to the Finance Committee at the Senedd. We have been preparing
diligently for this along with our PASC UK Advocacy Team to ensure we are properly prepared and
that all participants are adequately briefed. We received reams of feedback from our Members,
on the proposed Levy, this has been included already in our substantive submission to the Written
Consultation. This panel session today is to scrutinise the evidence given in this written
submission. So we are keen to ensure we are able to effectively communicate and crucially, to
evidence all points raised in your feedback.

Whilst working on the above we have also been preparing our ‘Body of Evidence’ for the proposed
meeting with Mark Drakeford on 182. This now takes centre stage, as we are collating this into its
final format. The detail of the meeting is not yet known, but given the promise of a meeting ‘in
the new year’ we anticipate this could happen imminently, so we want to ensure we are ready.

Thank you to everyone who has diligently input to this campaign over these past months. We
have a huge amount of valid data and will ensure this is delivered in a way that is not only helpful



to Welsh Government, but delivers the severity of the impact of 182 on our Welsh small
businesses and the broader visitor economy.

We have also scheduled a Wales Members’ Meeting for the 11t of February at 11.00am, as well as
a pricing and occupancy meeting which we hope will be beneficial.

Our data partner Key Data have kindly recorded a video that reviews the booking patterns and
outputs from last year, so that you can compare your performance against the rest of the sector.
Sally Henry, VP of Key Data is a great presenter and makes the presentation of data surprisingly
interesting and easy to follow and understand. This is really recommended viewing. See Here

We have more detail on the Visit Wales launch of ‘Hwyl’ a fantastic Marketing Campaign to
promote the fun and joy you can experience ‘only in Wales’. We need the visitor numbers to
increase after a 23% drop last year, so let’s be sure we get behind this fantastic campaign to make
our contribution in attracting visitors back to Wales. More detail on the campaign below but this
is a great video https://youtu.be/xF8ddi33qbs.

Kind regards

Nicky Williamson,
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

TOURISM LEVY

Wales Tourism Levy Oral Feedback — 30 January

This week all of the PASC UK team have focused on the Welsh Tourism Levy. We are giving Oral
Evidence in as you read this newsletter. We have really done our homework on this, both in
responding to the Consultation on the Levy (see Here) but now focussing on preparation for the
Oral Evidence session.

Preparation has included a series of full rehearsals. The PASC UK Advocacy team of Alex, Louis,
lain and Zoey set up a mock session, based on their extensive experience of this type of panel and
role played the session, as the Committee that will ask us the questions.

We were joined by two PASC UK Cymru Members who are also giving evidence at the same
session, Barbara Griffiths from North Wales Holiday Cottages and Lisa Stopher from West Wales
Holiday Cottages. The witnesses were put through a wide range of questions, cross-examined and
then reviewed how best to answer these. This was hugely useful exercise and showed clearly
where more emphasis was needed, more alignment on examples used and avoiding some trip
wires.

We are confident that the team are as well prepared as they can be and you can be sure they will
have done their very best on behalf of all our members and the broader sector.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/15qBllkNxN--MVhQQRCJMi9iyMvseT657/view
https://youtu.be/xF8ddi33qbs
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/

Thanks again to everyone who has put so much time and effort in ensuring we are clear on critical
points and that we are set up to be as effective as possible on your behalf.

Levy User Research — expression of interest [REPEAT]

If you haven’t already please ensure you register for the User research.

Please follow this link which leads you to a short form where you will be asked some
straightforward questions about your business User research sign up - Visitor Accommodation.
We have asked for more information on what the User Research entails and will update
accordingly.

182 DAY CAMPAIGN

As mentioned above we are preparing our ‘Body of Evidence’ for the proposed meeting with Mark
Drakeford on 182. We have a huge amount of valid data and will ensure this is delivered in a way
that is not only helpful to Welsh Government, but delivers the severity of the impact of 182 on our
Welsh small businesses and the broader visitor economy.

While at the Senedd this week, we have been able to secure further meetings with MSes. We are
pleased with the amount of support we have for the campaign and when we are able to engage
with the MSes they tend to get the message. The challenge is that many still refuse to engage
with either us or their own constituents. We simply require more MSes to understand the reality
‘on the ground’ which deeply concerning and clearly demonstrates the need for 182 to be
reviewed at the earliest opportunity.

Whilst in Cardiff, we were able to meet up with with Elin Jones MS, who you will see pictured here
with Alistair and Nicky and a beautiful sunset over Cardiff Bay.
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Please continue to write to your MSes and MPs and continue the dialogue and please keep
sending the responses in to nicky@pascuk.co.uk and support@pascuk.co.uk.

ERYRI NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY TO ADOPT ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION


https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/TVU5W2/?lang=994510
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

Eryri National Park Authority (ENPA) becomes the first national park to adopt the Article 4
Direction. There has been much media coverage, discussing the impacts on local homeowners as
well as Sky News challenging whether the policy is discriminatory.

The Article 4 directive means anyone who wants to convert a domestic dwelling into a second
home must receive approval from the relevant authority's planning committee — in this case ENPA.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjex7Ix01dgo

https://news.sky.com/story/eryri-national-park-insists-second-homes-policy-not-discriminatory-
to-english-people-13294185

VISIT WALES ‘HWYL’ ‘ONLY IN WALES’ MARKETING CAMPAIGN

Visit Wales has launched the 'Hwyl' campaign to invite visitors to experience 'hwyl'—a Welsh term
describing a profound sense of joy and engagement. The campaign encourages tourists to
immerse themselves in various experiences across Wales from coastal walks to adrenaline-fueled
zip-line rides, connecting with the unique feeling of ‘hwyl’ and making their stay memorable and
enriching.

The aim of the campaign is to increase visitor numbers and position Wales as a distinctive
destination in a competitive global tourism market, growing tourism sustainably while fostering a
stronger emotional and cultural connection to Wales.
https://www.visitwales.com/inspire-me/feel-hwyl-only-wales

Please find the full bulletin here:
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3cc2073

UPDATED ‘MAKING YOUR SMALL PAYING GUEST ACCOMMODATION SAFE FROM
FIRE’ GUIDANCE ISSUED BY THE HOME OFFICE 20 JANUARY 2025

The law (FSO) applies to you if
you are charging someone to
stay in your property as a guest

| and it is not being occupied as
a private dwelling, even if it is
just for one night.

Update to the ‘Small Paying Guest’ Guidance that was published in March 2023. PASC UK has
prepared a paper to explain the changes and a commentary on them which can be found here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire checks and safety/

And in the Members area here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/fire-safety-signs-members/



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjex7lx01dgo
https://news.sky.com/story/eryri-national-park-insists-second-homes-policy-not-discriminatory-to-english-people-13294185
https://news.sky.com/story/eryri-national-park-insists-second-homes-policy-not-discriminatory-to-english-people-13294185
https://www.visitwales.com/inspire-me/feel-hwyl-only-wales
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3cc2073
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/fire_checks_and_safety/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/fire-safety-signs-members/

The paper goes into full detail, and more information can be found in last week’s newsletter.

IN THE NEWS:

The Guardian: See the attached article regarding the Visit Wales ‘Hwyl” Campaign:
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/jan/12/deep-joy-wales-embraces-hwyl-in-tourism-
campaign-to-rival-danish-hygge?CMP=share btn url

BBC News: Discuss the proposed adoption of Article 4 Direction in Eryri National Park
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ciex71x01dgo

Sky News:
https://news.sky.com/story/eryri-national-park-insists-second-homes-policy-not-discriminatory-
to-english-people-13294185

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Book on the next Wales Members’ Meeting (11 Feb)
o Keep the dialogue going with your MSes
e Levy User Research Expression of interest — deadline 27 February

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. PASC UK WALES MEMBERS ZOOM MEETING (this meeting will be recorded and placed in the
Members area of the Website)

11 February 2025 at 1100

To enable Members to ask questions about how the Levy Oral Sessions went, to update
Members on the Review 182 campaign, updates on meetings with the Welsh Government and
to take any questions that any Members have.

To register for the meeting please click on this link.
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/CPbMAWM3Ss-NyV-Al7dEvg
If the meeting is oversubscribed then we will book another one.

Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:

e 30 January, Oral Evidence, Senedd, Wales Tourism Levy, Senedd

e 30 January, Aberystwyth ‘Securing the Future for Tourism and Hospitality in Ceredigion
e 27 March, Visit Wales Tourism Summit and Tourism Awards, Venue Cymru, Llandudno
e PASC UK Agency Conference — tbc Late spring 2025


https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/jan/12/deep-joy-wales-embraces-hwyl-in-tourism-campaign-to-rival-danish-hygge?CMP=share_btn_url
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/jan/12/deep-joy-wales-embraces-hwyl-in-tourism-campaign-to-rival-danish-hygge?CMP=share_btn_url
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjex7lx01dgo
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/CPbMAWm3Ss-NyV-AI7dEvg

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88

