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COMMENTARY
Wishing all readers all the very best for a successful and prosperous 2025.

Over the coming weeks, we will be announcing several new initiatives as we seek to strengthen both
our support and lobbying activities.

When we look back to January 2024, it was clear to us then that the tsunami of interventions against
our sector, few are positive, would carry on unabated. We needed to increase our turnover to bring in
substantially more resource.

We have manged to hit all those targets, and we now have a team of ten working on your behalf, not
all full time by any means, but we are increasing their days/hours month by month, as Membership
continues to grow.

Whilst you are reading this the whole team is gathering for an all-day in person session to see where
we can develop and improve strategies to help businesses in our sector. The team work in all parts of
England and Wales, so it will be a great opportunity for us to all get together, rather than by zoom and
really examinee all our approaches to the threats that we all face, and how best to fight back, and
what further evidence we need in order to do so.



We have an Amendment ready to try and persuade the Finance Committee scrutinising the Budget to
and the abolition of the FHL Tax regime, delay implementation for at least a year, to give owners
more time and to align with other taxation changes.

This week we have to respond on the Wales Tourism Levy, and we have a really tight response going
in on that on Friday, it should be on the website on Thursday as we look to make final tweaks today
and tomorrow.

We are also responding to the Home Office Engagement on the new Draft Fire Guidance for larger
and open plan properties by Friday. Thanks to all those who contributed, all comments have been
included, and this will also be placed on the website on Thursday, when final tweaks are completed.

We have also been working hard on gathering the evidence to present to the Welsh Government this
month on the impact of the 182-day threshold, in readiness for the meeting with Mark Drakeford MS,
and Cabinet Secretary for Finance.

We have been incredibly well supported by the sector in Wales in achieving this meeting (and many
others with MSs from all parties). The iParl now stands at 8041, which is way over double that we
have achieved before, and has really filled the inboxes of the 60 MSs in Wales, plus almost 750 have
filled in the 182 Business Impact Survey that provides vital data to support our case for a reduction in
the threshold

We are working on further responses on the Levy in Wales, which looks worse every time we look at
it, and are carefully preparing to also give Oral Evidence on this at the Senedd later this month.

We also have to be mindful of numerous other interventions that we will need to respond to in the
coming weeks, with various January and February deadlines.

e EPCs for holiday lets

e Local Authority Funding Reform (could impact Small business Rates Relief)
e Business Rates Reform (could impact Small business Rates Relief)

e Drip Pricing and Fake Reviews

Whilst of course not forgetting that we need to get Statutory Registration done in England.

Every time we say we are almost catching up with the backlog, we get a load more emails © We really
have also almost caught up, thanks for your consideration on this, it is much appreciated.

Best regards

Alistair and all the team at PASC UK

CHANCELLOR BLOCKS PLANS FOR A TOURISM LEVY IN ENGLAND

The Government this week published its long-awaited English Devolution Paper in the run up to

Christmas and we will be watching developments on this very closely.



You can read the Bill here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-

paper-power-and-partnership-foundations-for-growth/english-devolution-white-paper

There had been much speculation that the paper would include an option for Mayors or other local
government entities, such as Councils to impose tourist taxes on overnight stays, something many of

the Mayors and local government leaders have been angling for, to help them plug their funding gaps.

The Sunday Times reported that this proposal was spiked by the Chancellor given the business and
broader reaction to her Budget and the feeling that she and the Government could not be seen to be

raising taxes further.

Given the huge Budget impact on business in tourism (something we outlined strongly in a letter to
the Chancellor), she was right to make this call. However, the Mayors (Andy Burnham and Steve
Rotherham in particular) and Councils remain keen to get access to this additional power to raise local

levies, so the debate may well continue.

FURTHER THOUGHTS ON THE ABOLITION OF THE FHL TAX REGIME FROM FRANCIS
CLARK

There is little doubt from anyone reading this Newsletter that the Abolition of the FHL Tax Regime is
an ill thought through measure, that does not bear real scrutiny.

We are not alone in thinking this, and how just getting rid of one regime, without proper measures in
place to aid transfer to other regimes as we have repeatedly requested leaves a great deal of
uncertainty going forwards.

This is well covered in an article written by John Endecott of Francis Clark in Taxation Magazine.

Well worth a read, it can be found here: https://pkf-francisclark.co.uk/insights/further-hmrc-
guidance-on-the-abolition-of-furnished-holiday-lets/

PASC UK WEBINAR AND MEETINGS PROGRAME FOR JANUARY 2025

We will shortly be announcing further webinars and meetings for the January & February programme.
These will include the following:

e New Govt Policy updates

e 182 Campaign updates

e Buying Club Update, lots of great new offers
e Selling add-on services at your business

e Fire Update (Open plan Guidance)

e Sustainability and our sector
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Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

1/ Private PASC UK English Members Meeting
(This Webinar is for Members and will be recorded and placed on the website in the Members
area)

Thursday 9*" January — 1000-1100

Please join us for an English Members Meeting where we will cover the following.....

e Welcome
e Updates on Govt interventions, Stat Reg, EPC’s, Planning etc
e Plus, more to be announced...

Please register using this link:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEuduGrgjMtEteaefldY6sd53bJDNGOrNjs

We will send you a joining link after you have subscribed. If oversubscribed, we will promptly call
another.

FREE GUIDES FROM HOLIDAY COTTAGE HANDBOOK & WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN
LISTENING TO

HOLIDAY COTTAGE

N
/% ¥ HANDBOOK

Our partner Holiday Cottage Handbook has some free resources that will be of interest to you and will
help you as you review your business for 2025.

There are three free Guides, on all specific topics to help owners and free to download, a newsletter
to sign up for and a huge range of subjects covered in their regular Podcasts:

The Ultimate Guide to Short-Term Rentals:
https://www.holidaycottagehandbook.com/e-book

Guest Communication 101 for Direct Bookings:
https://www.holidaycottagehandbook.com/hospitable

How to Navigate London’s 90-Day STR Limit:
https://www.holidaycottagehandbook.com/your-airhost

Sign up for their free Newsletter here:
https://www.holidaycottagehandbook.com
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The team at Holiday Cottage Handbook also revealed their most popular Podcasts of 2024 in their
December Newsletter which can be read here: https://bit.ly/HCHNewsletterDec24

Top of the charts was Matt Jeffrey from PASC UK Partner Zeal, PASC UK came second and fourth,
Partner Richard Vaughton from Yes Consulting was in 6 Place, Fiona Campbell our Partner at the
ASSC was in 7th, Dale Smith from Host and Stay, one of our most active agency Members was 8th, and
in 9t place, Sally Henry from our Partner Key Data.

Great to hear that you have been listening to all these podcast in good number and we all look
forward to working closely with Holiday Cottage Handbook in 2025.

You can find all the Podcasts here: https://www.holidaycottagehandbook.com/podcast

WEST COUNTRY TOURISM CONFERENCE 4/5 FEBRUARY 2025, WESTPOINT, EXETER

Tourism Conference . §

The West Country Tourism Conference returns to Westpoint, Exeter this coming February. There is a
wide range of speakers covering a vast variety of Hospitality subjects, ranging from:

e PASC UK.... Regulatory Changes Looming

e Stephens Scown... What the new Employment Rights Bill means for employers in Tourism
e Clockwork Marketing... How to Thrive: Why guest experience starts with the first click

e Living Options Devon... What to Say to Attract the Purple Pound

Plus, updates from Robin Tjolle from Visit England, Richard Toomer from the Tourism Alliance, and
your Chair, Alistair Handyside, the three then coming together to answer panel questions.

PASC UK Members get a discount on the tickets, so £40 instead of £50 and tickets include a Pasty
lunch.

Book here: https://www.westcountrytourismconference.org.uk

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD 7 January

Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:

e 21 January, UK Hospitality Parliamentary reception

e 30 January, Oral Evidence, Senedd, Wales Tourism Levy

e 4 February, West Country Tourism Conference

e 4 February, hosting the SW Tourism Alliance dinner

e 18 March, Tourism Alliance House of Commons Reception
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e 27 March, Visit Wales Tourism Awards, Venue Cymru, Llandudno

IN PERSON PASC UK MEMBERS MEETINGS 7 January

We are preparing to roll out further in person Members meetings across England and Wales after the
success of the meetings in Northumberland, Devon, Cornwall, Wales and Worcestershire. These will
commence in February and more detail will be provided as soon as we have got dates selected and
dates booked.

e The next meeting will be in Norfolk.
e Followed by a Cotswolds Meeting
e Followed by the Brighton area.

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector.
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds.
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on
behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows: All per annum until 315t December when the new prices will be
applied (excl. VAT).

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11+ Units £335 plus VAT from 1 September 2025

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Wishing every one of you all the best.
Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk

support@ pascuk.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER

The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks



