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COMMENTARY

Wales has dominated the efforts of the whole PASC UK team over these past couple of weeks.
Last week we were all in Cardiff to give evidence to the Finance Committee on the proposed
Tourism Levy. This week we were back in Cardiff again for the meeting with Mark Drakeford MS.
During both trips we were also able to arrange meetings with key Welsh MSes of all parties. More
detail on all points below.

First, we really must thank you. Thank you for all your Letters to MSes and your participation in
iParl petitions and business impact surveys. This is what has got PASC UK Cymru in a position
where we have been able to have these meetings and this has put us in a situation we couldn’t
have imagined a year ago (... or even three months ago!). Itis a direct result of the 8150+ letters
that you have written to MSs and the 1500+ business surveys you have taken part in.

This week also saw the next stage in the Welsh Government Budget. The draft budget was
debated in the Senedd on Tuesday. The final Budget is due to be published on 25th February
ahead of the final Budget debate on 4 March 2025. PASC UK Cymru responded to the Draft
Budget consultation and as a consequence our Wales Policy Lead, Nicky Williamson was quoted
within the Finance Committee’s Scrutiny Report, which formed the basis of one of their
recommendations.



We have a Wales Members’ Meeting next week, on 11%" of February at 11.00am. Please ensure
you sign up for this as we will be able to go into more detail on both the above key meetings and
discuss how we frame the next stage of our activity.

PASC UK Cymru’s Wales Policy lead, Nicky Williamson also managed to find the time between
Senedd visits to join industry colleagues in discussing the current situation for Tourism in Wales
with the Daily Post.

A reminder of the Visit Wales Awards which will be taking place on 27 March in Llandudno’s Venue
Cymru. This proves to be a great event and we are delighted also to have been invited to the
Summit which will take place during the day. Watch this space ... more exciting news to come on
this next week...

Kind regards
Nicky Williamson,

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

TOURISM LEVY

Wales Tourism Levy Oral Feedback — 30 January

Last week the PASC UK team were invited to give evidence to the Finance Committee on the
Tourism Levy Bill.

The Oral Evidence was a very productive exercise. There was a huge amount of hard work that
went into the preparation of this and we at PASC UK are delighted now to be able to offer such a
professional and well planned resource to the benefit of our members. This only comes from
membership fees of a strong member base and (I make no apology for this brazen plug...) if any of
you are not currently members, please join as with more members we could do so much more!

You can watch the whole recording, and see all the questions and answers Here

The photograph below shows the panel who provided evidence in our particular session, which
included two PASC UK Agency Members, Barbara Griffiths from North Wales Holiday Cottages and
Lisa Stopher from West Wales Holiday Cottages. We were also joined by Carl Thomson from
AirBnB meaning the whole panel was able to prepare and make sure that we did not repeat one
another.
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Lisa Stopher, West Wales Holiday Cottages, Alistair PASC UK, Barbara Griffiths, North Wales Holiday Cottages, and Carl Thomson, AirBnB

There have been 9 evidence sessions in total over the past few weeks and all the sessions can be
watched on the Senedd.tv

Levy User Research — expression of interest [REPEAT]

If you haven’t already please ensure you register for the User research.

Please follow this link which leads you to a short form where you will be asked some
straightforward questions about your business User research sign up - Visitor Accommodation.
We have asked for more information on what the User Research entails and will update
accordingly.

182 DAY CAMPAIGN & MEETING WITH THE RIGHT HONORABLE MARK
DRAKEFORD

Nicky and Alistair had a really constructive meeting with Plaid Cymru this week with Elin Jones MS,
and with Cefin Campbell MS and have agreed to continue to work closely with them to aim to
mitigate policies that effect you most. In general we are seeing positive engagement with Plaid
Cymru who have offered to engage in more open dialogue.



https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/TVU5W2/?lang=994510

We always get very sympathetic support from our Conservative MSs and MPs and have had very
positive support also from Liberal Democrats, from Jane Dodds MS and her research team.

Meeting with Mark Drakeford MS, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Welsh Language

Finally ... the part you’ve been waiting for. We were delighted this week, to have had our first
meeting with Mark Drakeford, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Welsh Language. This has been
long awaited, has been incredibly hard to achieve and is the first meaningful interaction on 182 we

have been able to secure in 3 years. Alistair from PASC UK attended alongside Rowland Ress-
Evans, Chair of the WTA, (the Wales Tourism Alliance).
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The meetings lasted for 40 minutes, which was longer than we had expected and we were able to
get across our entire Body of Evidence. The evidence provided was a concise but very detailed
report on the impact of the 182 day threshold and covered areas from Market Conditions to
Mental Health to Common Misconceptions, but most crucially the brutal impact on our Members
and the sector .... with everything in between and data to back up every point.



This piece of work is the outcome of over 4 months of data collection and again we thank not only
the PASC UK team who worked diligently day and night over the past week to ensure this report
was ready for Wednesday’s meeting. You can view this body of evidence in the Member’s section
of the Website Here

The meeting with Mark Drakeford was constructive and while no date was given for a review, he
expressed a willingness to receive further evidence based progress and has agreed to have a
further discussion after the VOA data becomes available in April.

We are now in communication with the Finance Team and were able to have a 2-way conversation
about what additional evidence they require from us. As soon as we understand more what this
means, we will of course be asking for your assistance in compiling this. Watch this space...

In the meantime, we would ask that you please continue to write to your MSs and MPs and
continue the dialogue and please keep sending the responses in to nicky@pascuk.co.uk and
support@pascuk.co.uk.

WELSH GOVERNMENT BUDGET 2025-2026

The Welsh Government published their Draft Budget on 10 December. Since then it has been
scrutinised by the Finance Committee who published their report this week. You can review the
full report here: https://senedd.wales/media/or3n23rp/cr-Id16968-e.pdf

| would draw your attention to a few points. There is a section on Tourism which is very welcome
(see page 14), which broadly covers 2 areas - the cumulative effect of all interventions and the
ability to be flexible (highlighted by PASC UK Cymru) along with Hospitality funding.

The Finance Committee report quotes PASC UK Cymru’s concern over the compound effect of
government interventions. See below:

26. The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK, Cymru (PASC) raised these
issues in their evidence to the Finance Committee’s consultation on the Draft
Budget saying:

“Policy decisions are made in silos with no consideration of other
policies affecting the same target audience. The result is a tsunami of
policies affecting individual Welsh people, businesses and families
with irreparable negative effects.

This lead to the following recommendation:


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
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Recommendation 7. When setting its budget and developing financial support
schemes for the tourism sector the Welsh Government must account for the
entire regulatory burden faced by the industry not just regulations targeted
directly at tourism providers.

PASC UK (Cymru)’s response to the consultation was largely around the effects of 182. You can
read it in full here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

The Senedd debate then took place on Tuesday this week, which you can view in full here:
https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/b0fd19d1-734b-4838-b456-
b1f8462902d7?autostart=True.

One point of note is Sam Rowlands highlighting that ‘Businesses in Wales face the highest business
rates in Britain, with London Labour now imposing national insurance hikes for Welsh employers
that will see prices rise, jobs cuts and hospitality businesses facing bankruptcy.’

Next stages: the final Budget is due to be published on 25th February ahead of the final Budget
debate on 4 March 2025.

IN THE NEWS:

Daily Post: PASC UK’s Wales Policy Lead Nicky Williamson speaks to the Daily Post about the 182
Day policy alongside the other nine interventions facing holiday let owners in Wales.
https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/im-not-worried-tourism-tax-30910735

The following articles relate to the Tourism Levy:
o Wales Online

o Daily Post
o BBC News
o

Yahoo! News
WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Book on the next Wales Members’ Meeting (11 Feb)
e Keep the dialogue going with your MSes
e Levy User Research Expression of interest — deadline 27 February

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. PASC UK WALES MEMBERS ZOOM MEETING (this meeting will be recorded and placed in the
Members area of the Website)

11 February 2025 at 1100
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To enable Members to ask questions about how the Levy Oral Sessions went, to update
Members on the Review 182 campaign, updates on meetings with the Welsh Government and
to take any questions that any Members have.

To register for the meeting please click on this link.
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/CPbMAWmM3Ss-NyV-Al7dEvg
If the meeting is oversubscribed then we will book another one.

Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:
e 27 March, Visit Wales Tourism Summit and Tourism Awards, Venue Cymru, Llandudno
e PASC UK Agency Conference — tbhc Late spring 2025

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11+ Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru B4& Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER
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Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.



