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COMMENTARY

The tempo has not changed, a huge amount of work went into the preparation for a key meeting with
The Rt Hon Mark Drakeford, MS and Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Welsh Language. He was one of
the Architects of the 182-day threshold. Feedback on that meeting and more in Wales below.

Post this meeting we focussed much of our attention on the newest and potentially biggest new
threat to our Sector, the Government in Westminster (this applies to England and Wales), has
launched two Consultations into EPC’s, how they might work in the future and what changes will be
made to the regime.

What is absolutely certain is that we will NOT be getting an exemption from having to have one this
time. Please see the section dedicated to this below, for the links to the Consultation, the Survey Link
and more. Whilst trying to keep tabs on everything else, this is now number one on our list.

We are more than conscious that there is still a backlog of email and whilst we reduced this
significantly last Thursday and Friday there is still more to respond to. Our apologies and if anything,
has become mega urgent in the interim, please send an email to support@pascuk.co.uk and we will
try to escalate. Thanks for your patience.



mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

Please see below for an England Members Zoom meeting, plus a pricing and occupancy meeting for
all readers of the Newsletter with KeyData which is sure to be popular, plus a Webinar to update
everyone on what we are doing about the EPC’s Consultations.

Last week we showed you the first look our plans to try and change the narrative about our sector, we
have repeated that again today, as we got really good feedback from many, plus some suggestions
about how we could widen the deployment of posters such as these. Over the coming weeks, we will
be able to announce more to strengthen both our support and lobbying activities.

Best regards,
Alistair and all the team at PASC UK
EPC’S COMING TO THE SELF-CATERING/SHORT-TERM LETS SECTOR

As mentioned above the Government has launched two Consultations into the future regime for EPC’s.
One is a more general one, the regime itself, and this one clearly lays out that we will be brought within
the scope of the regime. We'll call this EPC’s 1 for brevity, so you know which we are referring to.

This one requires feedback to the Consultation by 26 February.
The Link is HERE

There is a second one too, launched last Friday, whilst on the surface this only applies to the Private
Rented Sector (PRS) there is a sting in the tail in that one too. We’'ll call this EPC’s 2 for brevity, so you
know which we are referring to.

This one requires feedback by 2 May.

The Link is HERE

Where does it say we are going to be included in the new EPC regime?
In EPC’s 1. It says.... Short-term rental properties

At present the rules for when short-term rental properties require an EPC are set out

in the guidance under the rules for holiday lets and there are no specific requirements set out
in the EPB regulations themselves. The current guidance states that an EPC is only required for
properties rented out as a furnished holiday let, as defined by HMRC, where the building is
occupied for the purposes of a holiday as a result of a short term letting arrangement of less
than 31 days to each tenant, and is rented out for a combined total of four months or more in
any 12 month period, and if the occupier is responsible for meeting the energy costs for the
property.

We are proposing updating the regulations to provide a specific requirement for short-term
rental properties to have a valid EPC at the point of being let. MHCLG is working with DCMS to
ensure that the definition of short-term rental property within the regulations aligns with
DCMS’s definition of a short-term rental property. This is set out in the Levelling Up and


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforms-to-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-regime/reforms-to-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-regime
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67a4e511baccec3af36b3c70/improving-the-energy-performance-of-prs-homes-consultation-document.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-performance-certificates-for-the-construction-sale-and-let-of-dwellings/a-guide-to-energy-performance-certificates-for-the-marketing-sale-and-let-of-dwellings

Regeneration Act 2023, (and will be further defined in the context of the registration scheme
to be implemented by DCMS for specified short-term rental properties).

We are proposing that this requirement for short-term rental properties to have a valid EPC
will be irrespective of whether the occupier is responsible for meeting the energy costs.

With options to respond to Q19 and 20.

In EPC’s 2. See page 34 and the Section on Short-term lets, plus also see Section 7, on page 65 and 66
which talks about having to display EPC.

What are PASC UK Doing about this?

To start with we will be taking the following steps.....

1/ The inevitable Data Survey

We need evidence of the impact of this change. Whilst we don’t expect much of a soft landing on this
from the Government as they push their carbon zero agenda on us, there is always the opportunity to
gains exemptions, and to get a longer lead in time.

We have built a Survey that will give us considerable data on the impact. We have kept the questions
so that you can answer without having to go away and do any research, and if you have more than one

property, you can repeat the survey for each of the properties that you have.

Please also spread the word far and wide to anyone that you know who is in our sector, every survey
response helps.

You can take part here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5SWKW3SH

2/ Guidance on Consultation Feedback

Once we have gathered some evidence from the Survey above, we will provide you all with suggested
ways you might respond to the Consultations and where to send them. We are going to try and
complete this is time for the free Webinar on this on the 19t February.

3/ Free Webinar on EPC Consultations

This webinar, which is free to all, (more detail below) will enable PASC UK to update you as follows?
This will beheld on 19t September at 1400:

e Update on data gathered

e How we propose to present it
e The Guidance on responding
e QKA

You can sign up here: https://usO06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN SyZ4|dZ-Sz6HUr8rf50eYQ

4/ More next week....


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WKW3SH
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SyZ4IdZ-Sz6HUr8rf5oeYQ

PASC UK POLITICAL ROUND UP

Another busy week for the sector, with critical political engagements and developments across Wales
and Westminster. To give you a sense of the level of activity we are navigating, the phrase ‘short-term
let’ (or similar) has been mentioned in the UK Parliament and Senedd a total of 204 times this year
already!

182-Day Campaign & Meeting with Mark Drakeford

Let’s start the look back at last week in Cardiff with the most significant milestone of our 182-Day
campaign yet, PASC UK finally secured a meeting with the Rt Hon Mark Drakeford MS, Cabinet Secretary
for Finance and Welsh Language. This long-awaited meeting was the first real engagement on the 182-
day threshold issue in almost three years. Alistair Handyside, Executive Chair of PASC UK, attended
alongside Rowland Rees-Evans, Chair of the Wales Tourism Alliance (WTA).

Alistair from PASC UK Cymru and Rowland Rees-Evans Chair of the Wales Tourism Alliance

The 40-minute discussion allowed us to present our comprehensive body of evidence, which has taken
over four months to compile. This detailed report highlights the severe impact of the 182-day rule on
market conditions, mental health, and the broader tourism economy, backed by extensive data.

While no date was set for a review, describing next steps as ‘evidence-based progress’ Mark Drakeford
expressed openness to further evidence and has agreed to a follow-up discussion after the Value Office
Agency data is released in April —this will see a load of council tax data considered from local authorities
in Wales. PASC UK is now in ongoing communication with the Welsh Finance Department, who have
requested additional evidence. As we gain clarity on their specific requirements, we will be reaching
out for member contributions.



In parallel, we continue to engage with Plaid Cymru, who have been receptive, particularly through
discussions with Elin Jones MS and Cefin Campbell MS. The Conservative MSs and MPs, as well as Liberal
Democrat Jane Dodds MS, have also provided strong support.

Elin Jones MS, Cefin Campbell MS, both from Plaid Cymru & Nicky Williamson, Wales Lead PASC UK

We urge members to keep up the pressure by writing to their MSs and MPs and forwarding responses
to nicky@pascuk.co.uk and support@pascuk.co.uk.

Welsh Government Budget 2025-2026

The Welsh Government published its Draft Budget on 10 December, which has since been scrutinised
by the Finance Committee. We used this as an opportunity to submit a formal response to the budget,
as another opportunity to flag the issues with 182 and the broader interventions facing the sector.

The Finance Committee last week issued a report in response to the budget specifically referencing
concerns raised by PASC UK Cymru regarding the cumulative effect of government interventions on
tourism. This has led to an important recommendation urging the Welsh Government to assess the
wider impact of their policies on the sector.

Tourism features in the budget discussion, with particular attention on the need for flexibility and
support for hospitality businesses. The final budget is due on 25 February, with the debate scheduled
for 4 March.

You can review the full Finance Committee report here.

FHL Letter to the Treasury


here:%20https://senedd.wales/media/or3n23rp/cr-ld16968-e.pdf

Back in Westminster, with the abolition of the Furnished Holiday Lettings (FHL) tax regime approaching
in April, PASC UK has written to James Murray MP, Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, requesting a
meeting to discuss transitional arrangements and clarify outstanding issues. This came on the back of
the Minister’s comments during a FHL debate we helped facilitate via Gareth Davies MP.

The letter highlights concern over the impact on small businesses, particularly in rural and coastal
communities, and the disproportionate effect on farmers who have diversified into tourism — a
somewhat hot topic. The letter also reiterates the need for further guidance from HMRC, which was
promised during the Finance Bill Committee discussions.

We remain committed to engaging with the Treasury to ensure our members receive the necessary
support and clarity before the changes take effect.

Parliamentary Questions on Short-Term Lets Registration

Elsewhere, in a Written Parliamentary Question, Dr Simon Opher MP (Labour, Stroud) questioned the
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport about progress on delivering a mandatory short-term
let registration scheme. In response, the Government confirmed that the initial phase of digital
development is complete, with public testing set to begin within the next 12 months. A voluntary pilot
will be introduced before the full rollout.

Whilst there is nothing new in this response, we will continue pressing for timely implementation.
Debate on Rural Services & Hospitality Challenges

On Wednesday 5™ February, a Commons debate on rural services saw multiple MPs raising concerns
about broader pressures on the tourism industry. Key points included:

e Carla Lockhart MP (DUP, Upper Bann) highlighted the impact of increased national insurance
contributions and rising wage costs, warning of a potential cliff edge for businesses.

e Manuela Perteghella MP (LD, Stratford-on-Avon) echoed concerns from hospitality businesses
struggling with rising operational costs.

e Andrew Griffith (Con, Arundel and South Downs) criticised government policies, stating that tax
hikes and regulatory changes are making it harder for businesses to survive.

¢ Sarah Dyke (LD, Glastonbury and Somerton) called for fundamental reform of business rates to
protect small businesses and high streets in rural areas.

With the Chancellor’s decision to reduce retail, hospitality, and leisure business rates relief from 75%
to 40%, alongside the national insurance hikes, businesses are facing increasing financial strain. For our
sector this all comes on top of abolition of FHL, tourism levies and more.

This debate did underline the growing recognition (finally) of the pressures facing self-catering
businesses and the broader tourism industry. A full transcript can be found here.


https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-02-05/debates/53B85281-5B50-4491-8EA0-23DB23B611FC/a#contribution-C48A4734-58A3-48CC-B06C-9E63080B3100%23:~:text=UKHospitality

Please keep writing to your representatives, share your experiences, and stay engaged. Every letter,
survey response, every MP/MS letter that you share helps us build our collective case.

LAST CALL PASC UK IN PERSON MEETING CALLED IN THE COTSWOLDS

Tomorrow, on Wednesday 12t February, we will be hosting our first in-person Members meeting of
2025. This will be held at Pole Barn, Owlpen Manor, Uley on Wednesday 12" February 2025, 1100-
1300.

Below is a link to book your place. We have applied a nominal charge of £10 per person and
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cotswolds-members-meeting-tickets-
1215466626399 7aff=oddtdtcreator

If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “Cotswold Meeting”.

Our next meetings will be in Norfolk, Wales and then probably followed by Brighton. Details to follow
in due course.

REPEAT STARTING TO CHANGE THE NARRATIVE AGAINST OUR SECTOR

You will all have seen negative press articles about our sector. The conflation of empty homes and
second homes gets muddled with busy economically productive holiday lets.

We have been considering for some time how we can get the readers of this Newsletter and the
Owners at our Agency Members to play a part in helping change that narrative.

We are calling this the ‘soft push back’, over the coming weeks we will also reveal what the ‘hard push
back’ is.

We have shared the ‘soft push back’ with our agency Members and with PASC UK Members that have
attended meetings, and the consensus is pretty much universally, ‘yes why not, let’s give it a go’.

The suggestion is that we create a part of the Website where you can download an image, like the
one below, and get that printed and framed locally, and display in your cottage. It can also work in
your guest apps, like TouchStay, or in your guest information packs if you still have them and maybe
even on social media.

Here is a mock up, the important parts are the thank you and the text.


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cotswolds-members-meeting-tickets-1215466626399?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pasc-uk-cotswolds-members-meeting-tickets-1215466626399?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

We would like to thank you for choosing our business foryour holiday. We really
appreciate it and will do all that we can to ensure thatyou have a great stay.

We would also like to thank you on behalf of all the other local businesses that

you will be enjoying whilst you are here, the local pubs, restaurants and visitor

attractions. Your spend is critical to the long-term survival of these businesses.

Local spend on its own is not sufficient to support them and they are reliant on
guests like you to sustain our vibrant local visitor economies.

So, a huge thank you from them as well and we hope that you will
continue to holiday in the UK and support the Great Staycation.

Fennyond Dawe Horris

The Byre Holiday Cottage

Our plan is that the image is editable, in that you can select from a range of images, that are free to
use, and that you can enter your name and business name at the bottom, before saving and
downloading.

We are keen to get across to our customers how important they are to the whole visitor economy,
and highlight our place in that, as businesses.

We are currently designing the tech for this and will have more detail shortly. Any questions or
suggestions, please send to support@pascuk.co.uk

PASC UK WEBINAR AND MEETINGS PROGRAME FOR FEBRUARY 2025

We will shortly be announcing further webinars and meetings for the January & February programme.
These will include the following:

e New Govt Policy updates

e 182 Campaign updates

e Buying Club Update, lots of great new offers
e Selling add-on services at your business

e Fire Update (Open plan Guidance)


mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

e Sustainability and our sector

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

1/ PASC UK ENGLAND MEMBERS ZOOM MEETING

(This meeting will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the Website)

Date: 18 February 2025
Time: 1100

Panel

e Alistair Handyside, Chair PASC UK
e TBA
e TBA

This meeting will enable Members to ask questions about how Whether any progress was made with
the Amendment to the Finance Bill, to update Members on all the current interventions that we face
and to update you on how meetings with the Westminster Government are progressing. Whilst
leaving plenty of time for questions from Members.

To register for the meeting please click on this link.
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/x7fQulPBRVytXRi56jg9hw

If the meeting is oversubscribed then we will book another one.

2/ PASC UK EPC’S FEEDBACK WEBINAR

(This webinar will be recorded and placed in the free area of the PASC UK Website)

Date: 19 February 2025
Time: 1400

This webinar will update you on steps we are taking to respond to and mitigate the impacts of the
proposed changes to the EPC Regime and how you can help before the 26" February.

The agenda:

e Update on data gathered

e How we propose to present it
e The Guidance on responding
e Q&A

The Panel:
e Alistair Handyside Exec Chair PASC UK

e Robin Leatherbarrow. Policy Advisor, PASC UK
e TBA


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/x7fQu1PBRVytXRi56jg9hw

Clicking on the link will take you to the Registration page, once filled in you will receive a joining link
by return.
Link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN SyZ41dZ-Sz6HUr8rf50eYQ

The format of these webinars is as follows: We give priority to written questions submitted
beforehand. There should also be time for questions via the Q&A and Chat in the webinar too. Please
send questions to support@pascuk.co.uk

The webinar will be recorded and available for all to view afterwards. If the webinar is oversubscribed
then we will book another one.

3/ PASC UK & KEY DATA PRICING AND OCCUPANCY WEBINAR

(This webinar will be recorded and placed in the free area of the PASC UK Website)

Date: 20 February 2025
Time: 1100

This webinar will provide operators getting the tricky balance right of pricing and occupancy right and
to answer questions that you may have.

The Panel:

e Sally Henry, VP EMEA, KeyData
e TBA
e Alistair Handyside Exec Chair PASC UK

Clicking on the link will take you to the Registration page, once filled in you will receive a joining link
by return.
Link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN d1W9NOPuSsgOD5tfQHHQAQ

The format of these webinars is as follows: We give priority to written questions submitted
beforehand. There should also be time for questions via the Q&A and Chat in the webinar too. Please
send questions to support@pascuk.co.uk

The webinar will be recorded and available for all to view afterwards. If the webinar is oversubscribed
then we will book another one.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD 11 February

Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:

e 12 February, PASC UK Members Meeting Cotswolds

e 15 Labour Party Conference - South West, Plymouth

e 19 February, Mihi Tourism Meeting, Devon Cornwall

e 18 March, Tourism Alliance House of Commons Reception, Westminster
e 27 March Visit Wales Tourism Summit, Venue Cymru, Llandudno

e 27 March Visit Wales Tourism Awards, Venue Cymru, Llandudno
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SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector.
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds.
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on
behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11+ Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Wishing every one of you all the best.
Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk

support@ pascuk.co.uk

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK

DISCLAIMER

The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks
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