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PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER 
13 February 2025 

 
Today’s update includes: 

 

• Commentary 

• Tribute to Dafydd Elis-Thomas 

• Energy Performance Rating (EPC) Consultations 

• Tourism Levy & Statutory Registration 

• 182 Day Campaign – Including Meeting with Mark Drakeford 

• PASC UK ‘Push Back’ initiatives 

• In the News this week. 

• What we need from you this week? 

• Dates for the Diary 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru 

• Disclaimer 

 

COMMENTARY 
 
This week PASC UK’s focus has moved to the consultations on introduction of the Energy 
Performance Certificates (EPC) for Short-term lets in England and Wales.  There is more detail 
below, but we do ask you to give this your attention and we do need your input on this.   
 
Speaking from experience of trying to ‘retrofit’ an EPC on a hundred+ year old, rustic, stone 
cottage, I would strongly recommend you participate in this consultation to push back on this.  If it 
does come in, it will come with a logistical nightmare for many and a very large price tag as many 
professional holiday lets simply don’t fit the ‘mould’ of an EPC rating C. 
 
We had a well attended Wales Members’ Meeting on Tuesday this week where we covered a full 
agenda including the detail of our Meeting with Mark Drakeford, MS and the Levy Evidence 
Sessions.  If you weren’t able to join, please do listen to the recording which is available in the 
members section Member Only Webinars | PASC UK 
 
Please keep the 14th May available for the Senedd Reception for Wales Tourism Week.  PASC UK 
(Cymru) are sponsoring the event this year and it is a great opportunity for you to come and meet 
MSes as well the PASC team.  We would really like to see as many of you as possible at this event. 
 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
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We are committing to two Wales in-person Meetings and are just working out locations and dates, 
to be able to meet as many members as possible. 
 
We also pay tribute to Dafydd Elis-Thomas, who passed away this week.  A familiar name within 
tourism as long as I have been involved in the sector in Wales.  Lord Elis-Thomas leaves a legacy 
not only in Tourism but also the evolution of the Welsh Assembly, the Senedd and Welsh politics. 
 
We will update on the Draft Budget as this progresses and also see some key players stepping back 
ahead of the Election in 2026 (see the ‘in the news’ section). 
 
Finally, we are sharing a suggestion to add some positivity and recognition for the contribution our 
guests make to the wider visitor economy and our local communities and would welcome your 
feedback. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Nicky Williamson,  
PASC UK – Wales Branch  
nicky@pascuk.co.uk  
 
 
 

TRIBUTE TO DAFYDD ELIS-THOMAS 
 
 
Dafydd Elis-Thomas (1946–2025) was a well-respected Welsh politician and life peer who played a 
big role in shaping Welsh politics, culture, and tourism. He was the first Presiding Officer (Llywydd) 
of the Senedd, and played a key role in advancing Welsh devolution. 
 
He was a passionate advocate for promoting Wales as a tourist destination and served as Minister 
for Culture Sport and Tourism. 
 

 
ENERGY PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATE (EPC) COMING TO SELF-CATERING 
 
This is the newest and potentially biggest new threat to our Sector, the Government in 
Westminster (this applies to England and Wales), has launched two Consultations into EPC’s, how 
they might work in the future and what changes will be made to the regime. 
 
We don’t expect much of a soft landing on this from the Government as they push their carbon zero 
agenda on us, but there is always the opportunity to gains exemptions, and to get a longer lead in 
time.  
 
The consultations (there are 2): 
1) We’ve called it EPC’s1 - is more general and clearly lays out the scope of the regime.  
Requires feedback to the Consultation by 26 February.  
The Link is HERE 
 

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforms-to-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-regime/reforms-to-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-regime
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2) We’ve called it EPC’s 2, was launched last Friday.  On the surface this only applies to the Private 
Rented Sector (PRS) but there is a sting in the tail in that one too.  

Requires feedback by 2 May. 
The Link is HERE 
 
Where does it say we are going to be included in the new EPC regime? 
 
In EPC’s 1. It says…. Short-term rental properties 

At present the rules for when short-term rental properties require an EPC are set out 
in the guidance under the rules for holiday lets and there are no specific requirements set 
out in the EPB regulations themselves. The current guidance states that an EPC is only 
required for properties rented out as a furnished holiday let, as defined by HMRC, where 
the building is occupied for the purposes of a holiday as a result of a short term letting 
arrangement of less than 31 days to each tenant, and is rented out for a combined total of 
four months or more in any 12 month period, and if the occupier is responsible for meeting 
the energy costs for the property. 

We are proposing updating the regulations to provide a specific requirement for short-
term rental properties to have a valid EPC at the point of being let. MHCLG is working with 
DCMS to ensure that the definition of short-term rental property within the regulations 
aligns with DCMS’s definition of a short-term rental property. This is set out in the Levelling 
Up and Regeneration Act 2023, (and will be further defined in the context of the 
registration scheme to be implemented by DCMS for specified short-term rental 
properties). 

We are proposing that this requirement for short-term rental properties to have a valid 
EPC will be irrespective of whether the occupier is responsible for meeting the energy 
costs. 

With options to respond to Q19 and 20.  

In EPC’s 2. See page 34 and the Section on Short-term lets, plus also see Section 7, on page 65 and 
66 which talks about having to display EPC. 
 
What are PASC UK Doing about this? 
 
To start with we will be taking the following steps….. 
 
1/ Data Survey 
We need the survey to provide the evidence of the impact of this change.  We have kept the 
questions so that you can answer without having to go away and do any research, and if you have 
more than one property, you can repeat the survey for each of the properties that you have. 
 
Please spread the word far and wide to anyone that you know who is in our sector, every survey 
response helps. 
 
Here is the survey link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WKW3SH  

 
2/ Guidance on Consultation Feedback 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67a4e511baccec3af36b3c70/improving-the-energy-performance-of-prs-homes-consultation-document.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-performance-certificates-for-the-construction-sale-and-let-of-dwellings/a-guide-to-energy-performance-certificates-for-the-marketing-sale-and-let-of-dwellings
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WKW3SH
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We will be providing details on how to submit responses and suggested ways of responding, but 
need to see the survey responses first.  We aim to have this completed in time for the Webinar on 
the 19th February. 
 
3/ Webinar on EPC Consultations – 19 February at 2.00pm (open to all) 
You can sign up here: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SyZ4IdZ-Sz6HUr8rf5oeYQ 

• Update on data gathered so far 

• How we propose to present it 

• Guidance on responding  

• Q&A 
 
4/ More next week….  There will be more actions on this, so please watch this space…. 

 
 

 
TOURISM LEVY & STATUTORY REGISTRATION 
  
All groups have now presented their Oral Evidence to the Finance Committee.  The next stage is 
for the Finance Committee to compile and submit their report. 
 
We believe that all our points have been covered and reiterated and look forward with interest, to 
what we are promised will be, a balanced report.   
 
Statutory Registration seems to be attracting quite a bit of attention, with both Mark Drakeford 
MS and various other MSes asking for more information, on our reasons for early adoption to 
include Safe & Legal and a pause to consider this before further interventions. 
 
In the meantime, we suggest that in your communication with your MSes, MPs and Councillors 
that you continue to emphasise your support for the Statutory Registration scheme – done 
properly – and your concerns around the Levy. 
 
You can watch the whole recording, and see all the questions and answers Here 
 
Have you signed up for the User research sign up - Visitor Accommodation.  If not, please do so 
asap. 
 
 

182 DAY CAMPAIGN & MEETING WITH THE RIGHT HONORABLE MARK 
DRAKEFORD 
 
We continue to reflect on last week’s constructive meeting with Mark Drakeford MS.  For those 
who missed last week’s newsletter you can find a detailed account here: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/wales-newsletters/  
 
We have followed up to provide the information requested on Statutory Registration and are now 
also in a dialogue with the Finance Team and will be liaising directly as we build the next stage of 
our ‘Body of Evidence’. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SyZ4IdZ-Sz6HUr8rf5oeYQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/141gBIURC0Q0wIB8b91kkh6WqpkJ_qMiH/view?usp=share_link
https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/TVU5W2/?lang=994510
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/wales-newsletters/


 5 

 
In the meantime, we would ask that you please continue to write to your MSes and MPs and 
continue the dialogue and please keep sending the responses in to nicky@pascuk.co.uk and 
support@pascuk.co.uk. 
 

 
PASC UK ‘PUSH BACK’ INITIATIVES 
 

STARTING TO CHANGE THE NARRATIVE AGAINST OUR SECTOR 

 
You will all have seen negative press articles about our sector. The conflation of empty homes and 
second homes gets muddled with busy economically productive holiday lets. 
 
We have been considering for some time how we can get the readers of this Newsletter and the 
Owners at our Agency Members to play a part in helping change that narrative.  
 
We are calling this the ‘soft push back’, over the coming weeks we will also reveal what the ‘hard 
push back’ is. 
 
We have shared the ‘soft push back’ with our agency Members and with PASC UK Members that 
have attended meetings, and the consensus is pretty much universally, ‘yes why not, let’s give it a 
go’. 
 
The suggestion is that we create a part of the Website where you can download an image, like the 
one below, and get that printed and framed locally, and display in your cottage. It can also work in 
your guest apps, like TouchStay, or in your guest information packs if you still have them and 
maybe even on social media. 
 
Here is a mock up, the important parts are the thank you and the text. 
 

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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Our plan is that the image is editable, in that you can select from a range of images, that are free 
to use, and that you can enter your name and business name at the bottom, before saving and 
downloading.  
 
We are keen to get across to our customers how important they are to the whole visitor economy, 
and highlight our place in that, as businesses. 
 
We are currently designing the tech for this and will have more detail shortly. Any questions or 
suggestions, please send to support@pascuk.co.uk  

 
 
IN THE NEWS: 
 
BBC News:  Quarter of Labour Senedd Members stepping down: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8j8d388j4ro  
 
 

 
WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8j8d388j4ro
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• EPCs –  

o Review the information above on EPCs 
o Complete the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WKW3SH 
o  Sign up to the EPC webinar on 19th February at 1400: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SyZ4IdZ-Sz6HUr8rf5oeYQ  
o Spread the word far and wide to our sector, every survey response helps. 
 

• Keep the dialogue going with your MSes on Levy, Statutory Registration and 182 

• Sign up to Levy User Research Expression of interest – deadline 27 February 
 

 
PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY: 
 
1. WEBINAR ON EPC CONSULTATIONS – 19 February at 2.00pm (open to all) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SyZ4IdZ-Sz6HUr8rf5oeYQ  
 

2. PASC UK & KEY DATA PRICING AND OCCUPANCY WEBINAR  - 20 February 2025 at 11.00am 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d1W9N0PuSsqOD5tfQHHQAQ  
Sally Henry, VP EMEA, at KeyData will help operators to get the tricky balance right of pricing 
and occupancy and to answer questions that you may have. 

 
3. Visit Wales Tourism Summit and Tourism Awards 27 March, , Venue Cymru, Llandudno 
4. Wales Tourism Week, Senedd Reception, Cardiff – 14 May 2025 – all welcome  
5. PASC UK Agency Conference – tbc June2025 
6. Wales In-Person Meetings – Dates TBC 
 
 
RECORDINGS:  
PASC UK Wales Members Zoom Meeting – 11 February 2025 (recording) 
Member Only Webinars | PASC UK 
 
 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do.  We can only 
do this with the support of our memberships.  So we would encourage as many non-members as 
possible to join PASC UK… enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run. 
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Membership fees are as follows: 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WKW3SH
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SyZ4IdZ-Sz6HUr8rf5oeYQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SyZ4IdZ-Sz6HUr8rf5oeYQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d1W9N0PuSsqOD5tfQHHQAQ
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/member-only-webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
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WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT 

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only 
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales 
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.  

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-
reports/ 

 

 
DISCLAIMER 
 
Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business 
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying 
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’. 
 
In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and 
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there 
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We 
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read 
and assess yourselves.  
 

mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88

