PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK

NEWSLETTER
25 February 2025 Issue 251

This week’s contents:

e Commentary

e EPC’s Update, what you need to do before Midnight on Weds 26 February 2025
e PASC UK Political Roundup

e In-Person PASC UK Members meetings ‘Hold the Dates”

e NEW PASC UK Webinar/Meeting Programme for February 2025

e PASC UK on the Road and Important Meetings ahead

e Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK

e Disclaimer

COMMENTARY

With the EPC Consultation response deadline being midnight tomorrow, Wednesday 26™ February
2025, all efforts are to try and get as many as possible to respond. This includes other trade associations,
either that we are Member of, or work collaboratively with.

Our Agency Members will be submitting too, with many urging their owners to take part too. Every
single response, especially if modified to make parts of it unique to the respondent will help us push
back on parts of this intervention.

The evidence grows daily as to the impact that this will have on our sector if we do not achieve a
reasonable level of mitigation, as covered in previous Newsletters. Here is the most recent data, now
that the EPC Impact Survey has passed 2500 responses:

e 59% of properties are over 100 years old

e 23% Listed

o 19% Historic (possibility of crossover with above)

e Glamping 3%

o Diversified Farm 26%

e 36% restricted by planning to have to be short term lets

When asked what the future holds if they must get to EPC grade C



o 18% Will upgrade

e 31% will continue as long as possible until rules harden and then stop

e 9% will just stop
o 18% will sell
e 3%toLong Term Lets

This is why will be lobbying hard for those exemptions, and a longer time to comply than 2028.

Please can you now focus on sending your response in? We have made this as easy as possible with a
pre-populated word doc, highlighted to show which questions you should answer and pointers on how
to answer them. You can of course, change anything that you like.

The Guidance notes include where you can email it is, if that is easier for you than using the Government
portal. The recording of the Webinar about the Consultation, the impact it may have and how to

respond, as well as where to find the guidance are detailed below.

We wanted to show you all this week just how many tax and regulatory changes there are that are

impacted our sector. This is best done via an infographic:
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This really is an unacceptable level of interventions into a sector that despite being seen by many in
Government of being made up of big players, is delivered by tens of thousands of micro-businesses. We

have been pulling together a varied programme to pushback against this.



[llustrations like this make getting the message over quickly when in meetings with Ministers, Officials
MPs and MSs much easier. We will be sharing more on this activity in the coming weeks.

There was also a pricing and occupancy webinar for all readers of the Newsletter last week, which
proved popular. This can be viewed Here

We continue to battle with the backlog of emails, whilst at the same time trying to ensure that we
generate as many responses as we can to the EPC Consultation. Until close of play on Wednesday that
is the number one task for us. The backlog of emails is significantly reduced, but still much more than
anybody would like. We will get back to everyone as soon as we can.

Our apologies and if anything has become mega urgent in the interim, please send an email to
support@pascuk.co.uk and we will try to escalate. Thanks for your patience.

Best regards,
Alistair and all the team at PASC UK
EPC’S UPDATE, WHAT YOU NEED TO DO BEFORE MIDNIGHT 25 FEBRUARY 2025

Please see 11 & 18 Feb Newsletters for all background information. You can find them here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/

What do you all need to do by Midnight Wednesday 26" February 2025?
1/ Take part in the Consultation Feedback

With the evidence from the Survey above, we have created an easy way that you can respond to the
Consultation with notes included on how to fill it in and where to send them.

This is in a word document, so that you can adjust to properly reflect the impact on your business.

The document can be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

2/ Free Webinar on EPC Consultations
If you have time, or just want to understand more, we recorded last week’s EPC webinar. This webinar,
which was free to all, answered over 100 questions posed by you the readers. It also talked you through

responding using the above Guidance.

The webinar can be found here. https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

3/ The inevitable Data Survey (already at 2500 Survey Responses)

Simply put, if you haven’t taken part in the EPC Impact Survey so far, please do, every response will
help. You can take part here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WKW3SH

You can repeat the survey for each of the properties that you have.
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We will provide a further update next week.
PASC UK POLITICAL ROUND UP
Political Update

While MPs enjoyed their first recess of the year last week, the PASC UK public affairs team remained
hard at work, navigating ongoing and emerging policy interventions.

Sam Rowlands MS Visits Golly Farm

We start with some positive news! PASC UK member Mandy McDermott of Golly Farm welcomed Sam
Rowlands MS to her business to discuss the ongoing challenges faced by the self-catering sector in
Wales, including the 182-day threshold and the proposed Tourism Levy.

Rowlands has been a steadfast advocate for our sector and continues to challenge the Welsh
Government on key issues affecting small accommodation providers. Most recently, he proposed an
amendment to exempt under-18s from the Tourism Levy, a sensible and fair suggestion that was
unfortunately rejected.

Visits like these, whether with Members of the Senedd, MPs, or local councillors, are crucial in ensuring
that decision-makers see first-hand the impact of policy decisions on small businesses. If you would like
to host your local representative, the PASC UK team has a guidance note available—get in touch
at support@pascuk.co.uk

Parliamentary Questions

Even though Parliament was in recess, MPs continued to submit written questions relevant to our
sector.
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On 21 February, Edward Morello, Liberal Democrat MP for West Dorset, asked the Chancellor of the
Exchequer about recent discussions with farming representatives regarding the impact of changes to
the Furnished Holiday Lettings (FHL) tax scheme on farmers who have diversified into holiday
accommodation. The answer to this one is due on 25 February.

Inan earlier question on 10 February, Morello also queried what steps had been taken to support these
farmers in mitigating financial losses due to changes in the FHL tax regime. The Government’s response,
delivered by James Murray MP, Labour’s Treasury Minister, reiterated points we have seen before:

“Tax reliefs will still be available to landlords, including farmers, who provide furnished holiday
letting services, including mortgage interest relief at 20 per cent and relief for the replacement of
domestic items. These reliefs will be at the same level as those available to landlords who provide
long-term residential lets.

Individual landlords can also benefit from the income tax Personal Allowance, which is the amount
of income that can be earned before income tax is paid (£12,570 in 2024-25).”

In another parliamentary question on 21 February, Dr Simon Opher, Labour MP for Stroud, asked the
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport whether the Government’s proposed regulations on
short-term lets will extend to static caravan holiday parks. We await a response and will continue to
monitor this issue closely.

Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) Concerns

Many members will have seen the correspondence on EPCs recently, and more information is in the
newsletter, but we also wanted to share the political side of this effort. This week, we will be sending a
joint letter to MHCLG and DESNZ summarising our concerns about the new EPC requirements and their
disproportionate impact on small business owners in the self-catering sector.

In particular, among other arguments, our letter highlights:

e The significant financial burden of requiring properties to reach an EPC rating of C by 2028,
especially for rural and off-grid businesses where upgrades are complex and costly.

¢ The challenges faced by historic and listed properties, many of which will struggle to meet the
new standards due to planning restrictions.

e The need for exemptions for properties restricted by planning rules that prohibit permanent
residency.

We are calling for a fairer and more proportionate approach that acknowledges the realities of running
a self-catering business. We will keep members updated on any developments following our letter to
ministers.

Gwynedd House Prices Fall



Avid readers of the newsletter will recall Gwynedd became the first Council in Wales to leverage the
‘Article 4’ planning restriction on holiday lets last year. The impact of that decision has started to now
become clear... News last week highlighted prices in Gwynedd have dropped by 12.4% over the past

year following the clampdown, with a 3% decline in the last quarter of 2024 alone. Measures such as
the Article 4 directive, the 150% council tax premium on second homes, and changes to holiday let
thresholds all contributed to this downturn.

While some Councillors may celebrate this fall in prices as a step towards making housing more
affordable for locals, we are deeply concerned about negative equity and the long-term economic
impact for the visitor economy.

We will be renewing our pressure on Gwynedd Council in the coming weeks — watch this space.
IN PERSON PASC UK MEETINGs ‘HOLD THE DATES’ 25 February 2025

We have finally managed to find the time to start planning and getting the dates for the in-person
Members meetings around England and Wales. Below you can see the first tranche of dates, and we
will be filling in the detail asap.

e 23 April. South Devon

e 23 April. North Devon

e 24 April. Truro, Cornwall

e 7 May. Wales

e 8 May. Wales

e 26 June Norfolk

e 9 July. Keswick, Cumbria

e 10 July. Alnwick, Northumberland

e 18 September. Southeast England

e 30/31 October Vacation Rentals World Summit, Rome
e 19 November Tourism Alliance Conference

Happy to get suggestions for venues, these will be firmed up over the next couple of weeks and
Tickets Sales opened for each.

We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea coffee and biscuits and
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome.

If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”.

PASC UK WEBINAR AND MEETINGS PROGRAME FOR FEBRUARY 2025

We will shortly be announcing further webinars and meetings for the March & April programme.
These will include the following:

e New Govt Policy updates, including EPC’s
e 182 Campaign updates
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Buying Club Update, lots of great new offers
Selling add-on services at your business

Fire Update (Open plan Guidance)
Sustainability and our sector

And more.....

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD 25 February

Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:

18 March, Tourism Alliance House of Commons Reception, Westminster
27 March Visit Wales Tourism Summit, Venue Cymru, Llandudno
27 March Visit Wales Tourism Awards, Venue Cymru, Llandudno
1 April Short Term Rental Associations Lunch, London

1 April Shortyz Awards, London

2 April STAA Show, London

23 April Devon Members Meetings, one North, one South

24 April Cornwall Members Meeting, Truro.

7 May Wales Members Meeting

8 May Wales Members Meeting

14 May Senedd Reception sponsored by PASC UK Cymru

21 May Tourism Alliance AGM

11/12 June PASC UK Agency Conference, Cotswolds

26 June Norfolk

9 July. Keswick, Cumbria

10 July. Alnwick, Northumberland

18 September. Southeast England

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector.
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds.
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on

behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds

and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
2 — 4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
5 —10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
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e 11+ Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Wishing every one of you all the best.
Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk

support@pascuk.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER

The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks
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