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COMMENTARY

This week the team has been focussed on the EPC consultation. It was a tight turnaround to meet
the consultation submission deadline and we have been working closely with our individual
members, agency members and our collaborative partner organisations to ensure the submissions
were completed on time and included the right information to potentially mitigate what could be a
crippling intervention. Thank you to everyone who has put in the effort to ensure we feedback on
this.

PASC UK member, Mandy McDermott of Golly Farm welcomed Sam Rowlands MS to her business
last week to discuss the ongoing challenges faced by the self-catering sector in Wales, including the
182-day threshold and the proposed Tourism Levy.



Sam Rowlands has been a steadfast advocate for our sector and continues to challenge the Welsh
Government on key issues affecting small accommodation providers. Most recently, he proposed
an amendment to exempt under-18s from the Tourism Levy, a sensible and fair suggestion that was
unfortunately rejected.

Visits like these, whether with Members of the Senedd, MPs, or local councillors, are crucial in
ensuring that decision-makers see first-hand the impact of policy decisions on small businesses. If
you would like to host your local representative, the PASC UK team has a guidance note available—
get in touch at nicky@pascuk.co.uk
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We are very much looking forward to the Visit Wales Awards in March, where the PASC UK team

will be out in force as we are sponsoring the Self-Catering Category.

| am sharing the Visit Wales Bulletin in full, as there are many positive articles including more
information on the Awards, the ‘Hyw!’ Campaign and how Wales are leading the way in national
good practice guidance to help protect its dark skies. Read more here:
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/bulletins/3cfb297

As the team have been ‘buried’ in EPCs this week and have therefore had to prioritise the support
emails ahead of the deadline. We are therefore working through the backlog of other emails.
Apologies if we haven’t come back to you yet and if anything has become more urgent, please flag
it to me directly nicky@pascuk.co.uk cc support@pascuk.co.uk and we will ensure it is escalated.
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Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

ENERGY PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATE (EPC) COMING TO SELF-CATERING

Thank you to everyone who has been working hard on the EPC Consultation. The team at PASC have
been working morning, noon and night to ensure everyone had the correct information to be able
to respond to the consultation. This includes other trade associations that we are members of or
that we work with collaboratively as well as our Agency Members who have submitted too.

Our biggest thank you, is to all of you who have completed and submitted your own consultation
responses. Having done it myself, | know just how detailed the questionnaire was and it would have
been a whole lot harder without the guidance notes. Every single response and particularly the
modified, unique responses that we know you have been working on will help push back on this
intervention.

We share below some detail of the survey results, but the impact of this will be astounding unless
the consultation is fully considered and we are able to achieve a reasonable level of mitigation.

The survey has achieved over 2,600 respondents — thank you for completing this. We would like to
share with you some of the results. We are really hopeful that the consultation data will be
considered as failure to mitigate against this intervention, would have a very serious impact on our
sector both in Wales and across the UK.

Here is the most recent data, now that the EPC Impact Survey has passed 2500 responses:

e 59% of properties are over 100 years old

e 23% Listed

e 19% Historic (possibility of crossover with above)

e Glamping 3%

e Diversified Farm 26%

e 36% restricted by planning to have to be short term lets

When asked what the future holds if they must get to EPC grade C

e 18% Will upgrade

e 31% will continue as long as possible until rules harden and then stop
e 9% will just stop

o 18% will sell

e 3%toLlong Term Lets

This is why will be lobbying hard for those exemptions, and a longer time to comply than 2028.

Please see previous newsletter for all background information. You can find that here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/newsletters/general-newsletters/
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This article in the Times this week relates to EPCs in commercial properties. It states that over
80% of commercial properties in England risk becoming unlettable by 2030 due to proposed
energy efficiency regulations, with landlords warning the targets are unrealistic without clearer
guidance and significant investment. https://www.thetimes.com/article/5eb4847c-bbf3-4776-
a8eb-d6a20deff341?shareToken=4a8d2b9fb67da8h902d8643¢c2a20c063

There is also a second consultation on EPCs which we will now start working through.

CUMULATIVE IMPACT ON SELF-CATERING SECTOR

The proposal of EPCs is only one of many tax and regulatory changes impacting our sector currently
and many of those we are speaking to (MSes, MPs, Councillors. WG officials) are starting to take
notice of this.

We have developed this visual to show exactly this. See themin a list and it is frightening, but seeing
this visual is proving somewhat more impactful.
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This really is an unacceptable level of interventions into a sector that despite being seen by many in
Government of being made up of big players, is delivered by tens of thousands of micro-businesses.
We have been pulling together a varied programme to pushback against this.

[llustrations like this make getting the message over quickly when in meetings with Ministers,
Officials MPs and MSs much easier. We will be sharing more on this activity in the coming weeks.



FLAGS AT HALF MAST FOR ST DAVID’S DAY

A reminder that we will be joining Ashford Price and WAVA in flying our Welsh flags at half mast
this March 1%t to mark the next stage in the WAVA campaign.

The symbolic gesture of lowering flags to half mast is a way of showing support to the hospitality
and tourism sector and to encourage Welsh Government to take notice of the damaging impact of
current policies on Tourism.

WAVA members will again be closing their premises on March 1st to signify their dismay at falling
tourist numbers, the 182 issue, and the proposed tourism tax.

PASC UK (Cyrmu) are supporting the call to fly flags at half-mast to reflect the strength of feeling
across so many small businesses which are a crucial part of the infrastructure and the economy in
in Rural Wales.

If you have a flag, please share your pictures on social and please share with us at PASC UK
(Cymru).

This article in Nation Cymru talks about the campaign and quotes our Chair, Alistair Handyside:
https://nation.cymru/news/welsh-tourism-attractions-to-close-for-st-davids-day/

WRA: HELP US TEST A PROTOTYPE FOR VISITOR ACCOMMODATION
REGISTRATION

Many of us will have received today an email from Cath Elms at the Welsh Revenue Agency,
inviting you to give feedback on the prototype for the registration system.

We are very pleased to be included in this process and appreciate the opportunity to give specific
feedback on it’s design.

This is in response to the call for interest in being involved in the ‘User Research’.

We have also received this today and have had an initial look but will have a more detailed review
of the system and revert back on this next week.

We have long called for a Statutory Registration Scheme which provides a level playing field
ensuring operators are running a business that is ‘Safe & Legal’ and that this should be
incorporated in the registration scheme from the outset. This obviously does not include this and
therefore does not provide what we were consulted on and what we were promised.

The request includes a review of the prototype and to provide feedback, before 23 March. There
is then a brief follow-up phone call to explore feedback in more detail.
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IN THE NEWS:

Daily Post: https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/news-opinion/nail-coffin-welsh-tourism-rule-
31022254

These articles discuss recent changes in housing prices in Wales, particularly in Gwynedd:
BBC News: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvg9y544wx30

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

This week you need to have a well deserved rest following the frenzy of activity this year from 182
to Levy to EPCs... Let’s get ready to gear up for the next stage of Wales lobbying!

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:
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1. Visit Wales Tourism Summit and Tourism Awards 27 March, Venue Cymru, Llandudno
Wales In-Person Meetings — 7 & 8 May 2025, Venues tbc
3. Wales Tourism Week, Senedd Reception, Sponsored by PASC UK (Cymru) — Cardiff, 14 May

2025 —all welcome
4. PASC UK Agency Conference — tbc June2025

N

RECORDINGS:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

PASC UK & KEY DATA PRICING AND OCCUPANCY WEBINAR - 20 February 2025 at 11.00am
This pricing and occupancy webinar took place for all readers of the Newsletter last week, and
proved very popular. It was recorded and is now available in the webinars section.

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
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e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-
reports/

f.@ PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru &tg Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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