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COMMENTARY

This week we look ahead to the Visit Wales Tourism Summit with Rebecca Evans, Cabinet
Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning, followed by the Visit Wales Awards in the evening.
Great to see the awards back after a long break and we are proud to be supporting our colleagues
by sponsoring the Self-Catering category. We are looking forward to celebrating all categories in
the best in Welsh tourism.

EPCs remain a hot topic, with the latest consultation providing our opportunity to have our
concerns considered. We’'ve been making sure the sector’s voice is heard in a round table meeting
with Dr Miatta Fahnbulleh MP, Minister for Energy Consumers. If you haven’t taken part in the
EPC survey yet, please ensure you do so.



There was a debate on Tourism in Wales in Westminster, with more details below as well as
guestions raised in the Senedd around 182 and Mental Health including references to the PASC UK
Cymru Survey which you all took part in.

Meanwhile, there is quite a bit happening in Gwynedd, we are providing guidance on how to
respond to the latest consultation on Supplementary Planning proposals and information on how
to get involved the Judicial Review on Article 4.

Thank you to those who have suggested venues for the Wales In-Person Meetings on 7 & 8 May.
We would like to be able to see as many members as possible, so if you would like these meetings
in your area, let us know.

We hope you are enjoying the spring sunshine and that this change in the weather in bringing in
bookings.

Kind regards
Nicky and the PASC team

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

UPCOMING TEAM HOLIDAYS

We're giving all readers of our newsletter advanced notice that Alistair, your Chair and Livvy who
looks after support@pascuk.co.uk will be on annual leave from 3" April to 15t April 2025.

Members will receive an additional email alongside their newsletter on 1% April with contact
details for the PASC UK Team during this period for any Support, Membership or any other
guestions. The PASC UK phone number will be manned throughout this period.

Newsletters will continue to be sent out and the rest of the PASC UK Team will be taking the reins!

VISIT WALES TOURISM AWARDS — NEXT WEEK

We're looking forward to the Visit Wales Tourism Awards next Thursday at Venue Cymru,
Llandudno. The first Visit Wales awards since 2018, so it is great to see them back on the calendar
https://www.walestourismawards.co.uk/

This event is an important opportunity to recognise and celebrate the best in Welsh tourism and
hospitality.

PASC UK (Cymru) is proud to sponsor the Self-Catering category at the awards. The PASC team will
be attending, and we look forward to seeing many of you there for what promises to be a fantastic
evening.
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We invite you to join us in congratulating the finalists and celebrating their achievement in

reaching this stage. Best of luck to all!

e Clyne Farm, Swansea https://clynefarm.com/

e Wonderful Escapes, Wern-y-Cwm Farm, Abergavenny https://www.wonderfulescapes.co.uk/

e Hafan y Mor Holiday Park, Pwllheli https://www.haven.com/parks/north-wales/hafan-y-
mor?msockid=24e80c1276e463fc0ef11d89778762cb

e Bryn Tanat Hall, Llansantffraid-Ym-Mechain, Powys, https://bryntanat.co.uk/

Tickets are still available and we would love to see you there.

MENTAL HEALTH IN TOURISM QUESTION IN THE SENEDD PLENARY

You may remember we met with Joel James, MS in early March. Joel is the shadow minister for
Mental Health and having read our Mental Health Case Study report, he offered to raise a
question in the Senedd which he did yesterday, referring to PASC UK (Cyrmu)’s 182 campaign.

His question was referred to Sarah Murphy MS, who has responsibility for Mental Health. PASC
UK (Cymru) have been trying to meet with Sarah Murphy MS since last summer to discuss our
findings and our growing concerns in this area but have yet to be able to secure this meeting.

When asked directly by Joel James MS yesterday, what she was doing to address the Mental
Health impact in our sector, her answer was not clear and provided no definitive actions. She was
keen to raise that there are 2 Mental Health strategies coming in the next months.

See the full clip here: https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/PreviewEmbedCode/55€96519-4256-
4c2d-8895-842582e5clea?width=640&height=360&inPoint=01:04:26&outPoint=01:07:08

TOURISM DEBATE IN WALES QUESTIONS

Tourism in Wales was a key topic of discussion during last week’s Wales Questions in Westminster.
Several MPs raised issues affecting the industry, particularly regarding the infamous tourism levy.

Secretary of State for Wales, Jo Stevens, reaffirmed the UK Government's commitment to
supporting the Welsh tourism sector through initiatives such as Visit Wales. She highlighted recent
investment, including £15 million for Venue Cymru in Llandudno and the Newport Transporter
Bridge.

Joe Robertson MP raised concerns about the UK tourism and hospitality sector being among the
most heavily taxed in Europe. He urged the Secretary of State to press the Chancellor for a reduction
in tax burdens to support local economies that rely on tourism.
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Henry Tufnell MP (Mid and South Pembrokeshire) defended Labour’s tourism levy in Wales and
highlighted that many global tourist destinations, including Greece, Amsterdam, Barcelona, and
California, have implemented visitor levies.

Shadow Conservative Minister Mims Davies MP hit back and raised concerns about the impact of
the proposed tourism tax on Welsh businesses, citing the closure of Oakwood Theme Park as a stark
example. She argued that increased costs, coupled with the economic challenges from COVID-19,
were making it impossible for businesses to survive.

ENERGY PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATES (EPC) UPDATE

This consultation applies to Wales and England.

We have included the EPC Consultations information in its own standalone document which can be
found here on the website:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ and in the Members Reports area.

The EPC Webinars can be viewed by all here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

We are still looking for as many of you as possible to take part in the EPC Impact Survey, now almost
at 3,100. The more data the more impact, so please if you have not taken part do so now, if you
have more than one property you can enter for each if required. Take part here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WKW3SH

Meeting with the Minister for Energy Consumers

PASC UK was invited to a virtual roundtable meeting with Dr Miatta Fahnbulleh MP, Minister for
Energy Consumers, following our correspondence on the proposed changes to Energy Performance
Certificates (EPCs) in the short-term let sector. Representing PASC UK, Alistair Handyside attended
and put forward our key arguments as to why introducing EPC requirements for holiday lets at this
time would be inappropriate.

We were the only dedicated Self-Catering representative at the table. Both National Trust and CLA
were present, both having some self-catering and The National Trust were hugely supportive making
some really good points.

We had 5 key points that we managed to get across:

e the £15k cost cap is too high for our sector

e the timescales of implementation by 1% January 2028 are too short

e there should be exemptions for certain kinds of properties — 70% of which are over 100 years
old

e any “pre spend” on approved measures since 2020 should be included

e our sector we should be included in the “payback exemption” — which is that we do not have to
undertake any particular piece of work if it has longer than a 7 year payback if you are a
commercial property.



We were able to make the point that whilst the consultation aims to deal with fuel poverty, bad
landlords, and heading towards net-zero, we are not landlords and we do not have tenants. We are
hospitality business owners, and we have guests, and those guests control the heating and we pay
for it. We also pointed out that we are typically busier in summer (less outputs), and much emptier
in winter than a full-time occupied house.

The Minister seemed open to these comments and there will be further discussion about Self-
Catering in the context of this EPC consultation in the coming weeks. We are being invited to two
more roundtables. The next one is rather worryingly focussing on “enforcement”, that being making
sure that if you are not compliant as a long or short term let, that you cannot trade. And the last
one, will be around the anticipated costs and effectiveness of any particular measure. We will of
course keep you fully up to date with that.

PASC UK pressed for a separate discussion to explore how best to work with the short-term let
sector on energy efficiency in a fair and practical manner. The Minister was in listening mode and
kept her cards close, but we will keep pushing.

STATUTORY REGISTRATION WHITE PAPER (ENGLAND)

STATUTORY REGISTRATION

WHITE PAPER
MARCH 2025

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

PASC UK has published its first ever White Paper, this week on Statutory Registration in England to
coincide with English Tourism Week.

We will be producing a similar paper for Wales in the next weeks - the scheme shares many of the
benefits outlined in this paper but reflects a different landscape. More to follow in Wales...

The English paper is available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/ for anyone to access, and
it is also in the Members Reports area as well.

CAPITAL ALLOWANCE CLAIMS WITH ZEAL TAX & PASC UK PARNTERSHIP

ZEAL


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

Please don’t miss the opportunity to claim Capital Allowances — time is running out with the
abolition of FHL allowances.

For more information we ran a further webinar on this today at 1100.
The call is recorded and will be available in the webinars section of the website.

The following, links you directly to the Zeal Tax website, where you can find out more.
https://gozeal.co.uk/services/industries/pasc-uk-zeal/

Also to remind you, as a fully paid up PASC Member you will be able to access a discounted rate
for Zeal’s services, which in turn will more than likely deliver a significant return for you.

Free FHL Tax and Capital Allowances Resource Hub from Zeal Tax

Have you signed up to Zeal’s free resource hub yet? You can access and download a whole host of
useful tax resources on the hub (for free!) to help you prepare for upcoming changes.

In Zeal’s latest resource: Tax-Deductible Expenses for Holiday Lets (Post
April 2025), you can read common expenses incurred by operators in the
sector, and how they will be treated for tax purposes from April 2025.
Need help with your expenses incurred pre-April 20257

They have a guide for that too!

ZEAL

TAX GUIDE

Have a question about Capital Allowances?
Check out Zeal’s FAQ answer sheet! Written in an easy-to-understand format, this guide includes
answers to several questions that owners have asked their team over the past few months, such
as...

e What is the deadline to claim capital allowances?

e What happens after April 20257?
e Are the rules different for Limited Companies?
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e Arethe rules different if | replace an Embedded Fixture after | -

purchase the property?

e |sthere a benefit to replacing a bathroom, kitchen or other
Embedded Fixtures before April 2025?
e |[sittoo late to claim capital allowances if | didn’t claim when |

purchased, built or refurbished my property?
e Will I lose any remaining capital allowances or losses when the

rules change in April?

e Does claiming capital allowances affect CGT when | sell?
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... and loads more!
Have a question not on the help sheet?

Email it to support@pascuk.co.uk and we’ll answer it on the webinar!

Download these resources and more on Zeal’s Free Resource Hub for PASC Members:
https://gozeal.co.uk/pasc-members-sign-up/

If this meeting is oversubscribed, then we will book another one.

GWYNEDD CONSULTATION ON PLANNING GUIDANCE

Cyngor Gwynedd Council have launched a consultation which seeks feedback on Supplementary
Planning Guidance. The consultation can be completed online (through the below link) and the
closing date is 7 April 2025.

The guidance raises some very concerning suggestions around the viability of a holiday let
business relative to 182 and the steps you would need to take to change use.

PASC UK (Cymru) have put together some guidance notes to assist with navigating to the relevant
points in the consultation and how to approach responding. These guidance notes will available to
members and non-members and will be uploaded this week here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

The questions can be previewed here:
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/cy/Cyngor/Dogfennau-Cyngor/Strategaethau-a-
pholisiau/Cynllunio-ac-amgylchedd/Polisi-cynllunio/Canllawiau-Cynllunio-Atodol/2025/Ffurflen-
Sylwadau-CCA-papur.pdf

These relate to the guidance which is here:
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Documents---Council /Strategies-and-
policies/Environment-and-planning/Planning-policy/Supplementary-Planning-
Guidance/2025/SPG-Managing-the-use-of-housing-as-holiday-homes-consultation-version.pdf

This link outlines the Planning Guidance:
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Strategies-and-policies/Environment-and-
planning/Planning-policy/Supplementary-Planning-Guidance.aspx

Guidance notes are here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

GWYNEDD JR CROWDFUNDING
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A Judicial Review (JR) has been granted to determine the lawfulness of Gwynedd Council’s
decision to implement Article 4.

The group leading this effort is looking to raise additional funds required for this next stage of the
process. The following link to their ‘just giving’ page provides more details, including how to
contribute: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/article4

WELSH GOVERNMENT STATS & RESEARCH

Welsh Government’s have released their latest official statistics and social and economic research
on Wales.

We have identified the following specific releases on Mental Health and Economic measures which
we felt were relevant to our sector and our situation.

Mental health: mean mental wellbeing in Wales is at an all-time low and following a downward
trend. It also represents the top NHS spending budget.
Mental health statistics: interactive dashboard | GOV.WALES

On all economic measures per head (GVA, income) Wales is worse than rest of UK. It also currently
has the lowest employment rates (70%), which have now fallen below even those of Northern
Ireland and the North East of England which have generally been below that of Wales.

Welsh economy in numbers: interactive dashboard | GOV.WALES

WELSH ONLY NAMES FOR NEW SENEDD SEATS IN 2026

Thank you to those readers who provided feedback on the proposal to name the new Senedd
Seats in 2026 with only their Welsh names and not including their English translation.

It is a very emotive subject as it reflects the identity of Wales and the feedback we have received
has mirrored this with many readers feeling very strongly.

For further detail, see this BBC article: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8rk02g327z0

We have been asked to obtain views on this and would welcome further feedback from you,
please email me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk.

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

Complete the EPC Survey if you haven’t already

Respond to the EPC #2 Consultation by 2 May

Send suggestions of venues for our 7 & 8 May Wales In-person Meetings

If in Gwynedd, respond to the Supplementary Planning Consultation by 7 April
Let us know if you are coming to the Senedd Reception on 14 May.

W e
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PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. Plaid Cymru Spring Conference — 21, 22 March 2025, Venue Cymru, Llandudno
2. Visit Wales Tourism Summit and Tourism Awards 27 March, Venue Cymru, Llandudno

Gwobrau Twristiaeth
<57 @{ Cenedlaethol Cymru ‘25

-,
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1,,:\ National Tourism Awards
X for Wales ‘25
Wales In-Person Meetings — 7 & 8 May 2025, Venues tbc (Suggestions requested)
4. Wales Tourism Week, Senedd Reception, Sponsored by PASC UK (Cymru) — Cardiff, 14 May

2025 - all welcome
5. PASC UK Agency Conference — 11 & 12 June2025

w

RECORDINGS:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

PASK UK EPC Webinar & Explanation of Second EPC Consultation - 11 March 2025 at 1130am
This webinar updated on the proposals in the second EPC Consultation, (requirement to spend
£15k to attain a C), the information we have gathered and guidance on how to respond (by 2 May
2025). https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

PASC UK EPC’s Webinar on First EPC Consultation - The recording of the Webinar on the first
consultation can be viewed here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT
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If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

$#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru % Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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