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e Tourism Levy

e BBC Media Programming

e EPCH2 Consultation

e  Meeting with Llyr Gruffydd

e Clwydian Range Meeting with Sam Rowlands

e Gwynedd Consultation on Supplementary Planning Guidelines
e EV Charging Support Extended to March 2026 (Voltshare)

e Inthe News this week.

e What we need from you this week?

e Dates for the Diary

e  Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru

e Disclaimer

COMMENTARY

As you read this newsletter, PASC UK (Cymru) will be attending the Visit Wales Tourism Summit in
Llandudno. There is a packed agenda and Rebecca Evans, Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Energy
and Planning, will be addressing the room. The Summit is followed by the Visit Wales Awards
which are back for the first time since 2019 and as proud sponsors, we are delighted to be handing
out the Award for the Best Self-Catering property. We wish the Finalists all the very best of luck.

The Stage 1 report for the Levy and Licencing Bill has been produced in response to the Finance
Scrutiny of the Visitor Levy Bill and Registration scheme. We cover this in more detail below as we
consider next steps ahead of the debate in the Senedd next week.

A call to action please, we have been contacted by the BBC to run a number of media threads over
the next weeks and months and would like to ask some of you to be involved. More below...



In the meantime EPC#2 continues to be a priority. This week we have published PASC UK Cymru
guidelines to assist you with responding to this. You may be thinking ‘haven’t | already done that?’
This is the second in the past weeks. This builds on the previous submissions and is equally
important to do.

There are a number of new reports referenced below and | would particularly suggest you read
the PASC UK Cymru summary of the Latest Welsh Government Tourism Barometer Wave Report
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

If you are in Gwynedd, please don’t miss out on your opportunity to feedback on the
Supplementary Planning Guidance consultation. We have produced a guidance document to point
out the particular areas and how you might want to approach responding to the questionnaire.
There are some very concerning proposals, so we strongly suggest you give this your
consideration.

Finally, please don’t forget that Alistair and Livvy will be away on leave in April. Details of cover
are below.

Kind regards
Nicky and the PASC team

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

UPCOMING TEAM HOLIDAY IN APRIL [REMINDER]

A reminder that Alistair, your Chair and Livvy who looks after support@pascuk.co.uk will be on
annual leave from 3™ April to 157 April 2025. Members will receive an additional email alongside
their newsletter on 15t April with contact details for the PASC UK Team during this period for any
Support, Membership or any other questions. The PASC UK Members phone number will be
manned throughout this period.

Newsletters will continue to be sent out and the rest of the PASC UK Team will be taking the reins!

VISIT WALES SUMMIT AND AWARDS TODAY

As you read this newsletter, the PASC UK (Cymru) team will be in Venue Cyrmu, Llandudno with
our industry colleagues.

The Tourism Summit is during the day, addressed by Rebecca Evans MS, where we look forward to
a positive day discussing the Tourism Sector across Wales. We will share more on this during next
week’s newsletter.

In the evening we will join the finalists at the National Tourism Awards for Wales. We would like
to wish all the finalists the very best of luck and very much look forward to celebrating with you
and of course, to presenting the award for the Self-Catering category.


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

Congratulations to all finalists on getting to this stage and all the very best of luck on the night.

Take a look at the finalists on the The National Tourism Awards website.

Take a look at our awards sponsors on the The National Tourism Awards website.

A particular shout out to our self-catering colleagues up for the Best Self-Catering Award

e Clyne Farm, Swansea https://clynefarm.com/

e Wonderful Escapes, Wern-y-Cwm Farm, Abergavenny https://www.wonderfulescapes.co.uk/

e Hafan y Mor Holiday Park, Pwllheli https://www.haven.com/parks/north-wales/hafan-y-
mor?msockid=24e80c1276e463fc0ef11d89778762ch

e Bryn Tanat Hall, Llansantffraid-Ym-Mechain, Powys, https://bryntanat.co.uk/

WG TOURISM BAROMETER WALES: FEBRUARY WAVE REPORT 2025

Welsh Government have published their latest Wave Report which measures Visitor Numbers,
occupancy levels and Business Confidence.

PASC UK (Cyrmru) have produced a summary report which can be found
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/. | would recommend you read our summary
as it has some really important points.

It also mentions 182 specifically:

“Many self-catering operators comment on the challenges of meeting the 182 day occupancy
requirement to qualify for non-domestic rates. This causes some to discount their rates in order to
meet the minimum number of days, but this affects their ability to keep the business profitable:

e A self-catering accommodation in South West Wales said:

“To have more people this winter, | had to decrease my price so | can reach the 182 days”

e A self-catering accommodation in North Wales said:

“I am getting out of holiday letting. There is the misconception that these holiday lets will be bought
by local people but they won't.”

o A self-catering accommodation in North Wales said:

“In the last ten years we only made 182 days in the last three years and that's because I've been
forced to. I'm having to put in more work for less reward.”

The full report is available here: https://www.gov.wales/tourism-barometer-february-wave-2025-
html

TOURISM LEVY


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walestourismawards.co.uk%2Ffinalists%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMari.Williams30%40gov.wales%7C319237da37834ef45a4108dd67aa179f%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638780702405381194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8Ma7fkM%2FiBawu3og7KrxDQ7lPEjmVXZy6UugoHHap8g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walestourismawards.co.uk%2Fawards-sponsors%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMari.Williams30%40gov.wales%7C319237da37834ef45a4108dd67aa179f%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638780702405363124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7WYcZlOnr6CM1TOvHw3jABcrZKuTpNwAiMvMEJk28ks%3D&reserved=0
https://clynefarm.com/
https://www.wonderfulescapes.co.uk/
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https://www.haven.com/parks/north-wales/hafan-y-mor?msockid=24e80c1276e463fc0ef11d89778762cb
https://bryntanat.co.uk/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
https://www.gov.wales/tourism-barometer-february-wave-2025-html
https://www.gov.wales/tourism-barometer-february-wave-2025-html

You will remember that PASC UK was invited to present evidence to the Finance Committee back
in January as part of a series of evidence sessions attended by key stakeholders.

The Full Scrutiny report has now been published and is available here:
https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld17073-en.pdf

The report summarises the points raised during the consultation and the oral evidence sessions
and outlines the recommendations of the Finance Committee as a result of these evidence
sessions.

Significant recommendations include an exemption for under 16s, the requirement for a
stakeholder panel to agree and report on how funds are invested and the requirement for more
detail on provision for premiums at Local Authority level.

PASC UK (Cyrmru) have prepared a short summary document which will be available here by the
end of the week: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/

The next significant event is the debate in the Senedd, which will address the recommendations in
this report and the general principles of the Bill. This is set for Tuesday, April 1, 2025.

PASC UK (Cymru) will be preparing and circulating a briefing note to MSes ahead of this debate.
The following Press Statement was released by Welsh Conservatives, who are strongly opposed to

the Levy: https://www.conservatives.wales/news/axe-toxic-tourism-tax-say-welsh-conservatives
We are not yet aware of statements published by other parties as yet.

BBC WALES MEDIA PROGRAMMING

PASC UK (Cymru) have been invited by BBC Wales to work with them on a series of stories they are
interested in running on Tourism in Wales.

Media coverage is more powerful when it includes the operators at the heart of the sector. We
are therefore looking for some people who would like to be involved and are content to share
your story. We are however, also very conscious that these are highly emotive topics and not
always something you may want to share, but also think it is important that we speak out on these
topics if we can.

Would you be willing to share impacts on one/all of the following topics:

e Failing to meet the 182 threshold and the consequences of then being presented with an
excessive Council Tax premium

e Health issues caused by the stress of dealing with the added pressures, particularly 182
affecting overall health and well-being. We appreciate this is a particularly hard topic to share.

e Evidence of discounting and the lengths we are having to go to in order to meet this threshold.


https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld17073-en.pdf
https://www.conservatives.wales/news/axe-toxic-tourism-tax-say-welsh-conservatives

We would of course help you with this and talk over the situation with you to ensure you feel
prepared. These are important topics but ones which need to be sensitively approached but also
need to be aired now as the discrete route is not being heard.

EPC#2 CONSULTATION

We have also prepared the Guidance Paper on how to respond to the second EPC Consultation. It
is critically important that as many of you as possible respond to this Consultation and state your
views.

This is the Consultation that proposes that self/catering/short-term lets/holiday lets are included
in having to have EPCs. It also proposes that those EPCs will have to be at C and that if not there
will be a £15,000 per property cap that has to be spent trying. Currently no known exemptions. It
covers England and Wales.

We are still looking for as many of you as possible to take part in the EPC Impact Survey, we are
now almost at 3,250, however we should easily be able to get to 3,500. The more data the more
impact, so please if you have not taken part do so now, if you have more than one property you
can enter for each if required. EPC Impact Survey

How to respond to the EPC Consultation 2 Deadline for responding 2 May

HOW TO RESPOND TO THE

2"° EPC CONSULTATION
DEADLINE 2"° MAY 2025

#iY PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

The Guidance Notes to aid owners responding to the consultation can be found here: EPC 2
Response Guidance

This paper will help you steer through responding to the questions, and where to send your
responses to. You will be pleased to read that there are substantially fewer questions in this EPC
Consultation than the last!

We will be encouraging as many of our colleagues in other associations to take part in responding
to this consultation.

We are expecting the next dates for further Roundtables with the Minister and will report back on
those as they occur.


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WKW3SH
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/

Our key points are as follows:
e Our main objective is that self-catering should still be exempted
If that cannot be achieved then ....

e The £15k cost cap is too high for our sector

e The timescales of implementation by 1% January 2028 are too short

e There should be exemptions for certain kinds of properties — 70% of which are over 100
years old, there is a wide list that should not be included

e Any “pre spend” on approved measures since 2020 should be included

e Oursector we should be included in the “payback exemption” —which is that we do not have
to undertake any particular piece of work if it has longer than a 7-year payback if you are a
commercial property.

Please do take part in responding, and if as you consider the impacts on this intervention upon
your business, let us know if you have any suggestions or comments, please send them to
support@pascuk.co.uk and put EPC 2 in the Subject line. Thanks.

MEETING WITH LLYR GRUFFYDD

We met with Llyr Gruffydd, MS this week. Many of you are familiar with Llyr as he has been
communicating with many members on an individual basis. Llyr has a good understanding of the
importance and the inter-reliance on local businesses in rural communities.

Having previously written to the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, requesting a review of 182, his
suggestion was rejected, so we discussed different approaches. We were able to discuss the
compound effect of all interventions in addition to 182 and what solutions could look like moving
forward as well as discussing the EPC consultation and the need to have Statutory Registration
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before further policy decisions are made.


mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

CLWYDIAN RANGE MEETING WITH SAM ROWLANDS MS

It was great to see Sam Rowlands MS out and about in his constituency in North Wales on Friday,
talking to local Tourism businesses. Sam joined the Clwydian Range members coffee morning at
the Dory Gallery in Llangollen, where he also met with PASC UK Cymru Members

GWYNEDD CONSULTATION ON SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING
GUIDELINES [REPEAT & REMINDER]

PASC UK (Cymru) have produced Guidance Notes on how to approach the consultation launched
by Cyngor Gwynedd Council seeking feedback on Supplementary Planning Guidance.

The guidance notes are available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-

182-days-reports/

Gwynedd
Consultation on
. ) o _Plannin
You will need to click ‘Download’ from this image on the web page (the Guidance Notes

March 2025

image in this newsletter is only a screenshot so not linked)

Guidance notes are available to non-members as well as members. Please

submit your response by 7 April 2025.

The other documents:

The questions:
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/cy/Cyngor/Dogfennau-Cyngor/Strategaethau-a-
pholisiau/Cynllunio-ac-amgylchedd/Polisi-cynllunio/Canllawiau-Cynllunio-Atodol/2025/Ffurflen-
Sylwadau-CCA-papur.pdf

The guidance itself:

https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Documents---Council /Strategies-and-
policies/Environment-and-planning/Planning-policy/Supplementary-Planning-
Guidance/2025/SPG-Managing-the-use-of-housing-as-holiday-homes-consultation-version.pdf



https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/cy/Cyngor/Dogfennau-Cyngor/Strategaethau-a-pholisiau/Cynllunio-ac-amgylchedd/Polisi-cynllunio/Canllawiau-Cynllunio-Atodol/2025/Ffurflen-Sylwadau-CCA-papur.pdf
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/cy/Cyngor/Dogfennau-Cyngor/Strategaethau-a-pholisiau/Cynllunio-ac-amgylchedd/Polisi-cynllunio/Canllawiau-Cynllunio-Atodol/2025/Ffurflen-Sylwadau-CCA-papur.pdf
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/cy/Cyngor/Dogfennau-Cyngor/Strategaethau-a-pholisiau/Cynllunio-ac-amgylchedd/Polisi-cynllunio/Canllawiau-Cynllunio-Atodol/2025/Ffurflen-Sylwadau-CCA-papur.pdf
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Documents---Council/Strategies-and-policies/Environment-and-planning/Planning-policy/Supplementary-Planning-Guidance/2025/SPG-Managing-the-use-of-housing-as-holiday-homes-consultation-version.pdf
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Documents---Council/Strategies-and-policies/Environment-and-planning/Planning-policy/Supplementary-Planning-Guidance/2025/SPG-Managing-the-use-of-housing-as-holiday-homes-consultation-version.pdf
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Documents---Council/Strategies-and-policies/Environment-and-planning/Planning-policy/Supplementary-Planning-Guidance/2025/SPG-Managing-the-use-of-housing-as-holiday-homes-consultation-version.pdf

The Supplementary Planning Guidance:
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Strategies-and-policies/Environment-and-
planning/Planning-policy/Supplementary-Planning-Guidance.aspx

Again, the PASC UK Cymru Guidance notes are here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

EV CHARGING SUPPORT EXTENDED TO MARCH 2026

The UK Government’s Office for Zero Emission Vehicles (OZEV) has announced that all grants
related to EV charge points will be extended to March 2026.

This ensures that funding remains available for workplaces (including hospitality venues),
residences, and state-funded education institutions, reinforcing the UK’s commitment to
accelerating EV adoption and expanding the nation’s charging network.

The full list of grants and their specific details can be accessed here: OZEV Grants.

Data from YouGov suggests the UK’s EV charging network still needs significant expansion - by
some estimates, around six times the current number of chargers. Crucially, destination and
hospitality venues are idea locations for this growth to happen in, since they often serve more
remote or rural areas where charging infrastructure is sparse. This extension of OZEV’s grant
program will play a crucial role in making that expansion a reality, ensuring that businesses and
property owners can support the transition to zero-emission transport without undue financial
burden.

Comment from PASC UK

We welcome the extension of these grants, which enabled hundreds of Members to install EV
charging at their properties. We have worked closely with Voltshare, and they offer PASC UK
Members an additional £50 off the equipment.

There are rules around the grants, the equipment must be installed by a recognised installer, and
you pay up front for the equipment. The installer reports back on the installation, they get the
grant from the Government to return to you. The latter does take longer than we might like, but
that is the process.


https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Strategies-and-policies/Environment-and-planning/Planning-policy/Supplementary-Planning-Guidance.aspx
https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Strategies-and-policies/Environment-and-planning/Planning-policy/Supplementary-Planning-Guidance.aspx
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-zero-emission-vehicles

All this will be covered in an updated EV Charging Case study, that we are working on now, to
show real costs of equipment, install and charging. The Voltshare system we have had in place at
Higher Wiscombe has returned an excellent Return on Investment.

Remember electricity charging for EVs is allowed to be marked up, so if you are buying at 25/kWh
you can charge what you like within reason. Supermarkets and garages charge around 70-
85p/kWh.

More details on the Voltshare offer in the Members area.

They can be contacted here: https://www.voltshare.co.uk

We will be featuring them in an upcoming Webinar.

IN THE NEWS:

BBC News: Wales least affordable part of Britain for first-time buyers

...according to new data from Skipton Group building society, Office for National Statistics (ONS),
Bank of England and Land Registry. It considers a range of factors including house prices and the
average income of potential first-time buyers in those areas.
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0q127Izy2do

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

Let us know if you would be willing to discuss your situation with the BBC.
Complete the EPC Survey if you haven’t already

Respond to the EPC #2 Consultation by 2 May

Send suggestions of venues for our 7 & 8 May Wales In-person Meetings

If in Gwynedd, respond to the Supplementary Planning Consultation by 7 April
Let us know if you are coming to the Senedd Reception on 14 May.

ouhkwnNnpeE

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. Visit Wales Tourism Summit and Tourism Awards 27 March, Venue Cymru, Llandudno

p Gwobrau Twristiaeth
~7 ‘91 Cenedlaethol Cymru ‘25

V-
) . .
.’,,,)\ National Tourism Awards
X for Wales ‘25
2. Wales In-Person Meetings — 7 & 8 May 2025, Venues tbc (Suggestions requested)
3. Wales Tourism Week, Senedd Reception, Sponsored by PASC UK (Cymru) — Cardiff, 14 May

2025 —all welcome
4. PASC UK Agency Conference — 11 & 12 June2025



https://www.voltshare.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0q127lzy2do

RECORDINGS:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

Zeal Webinar on Capital Allowances

Last week we had another Zeal Tax webinar on Capital Allowances and what you can do to
mitigate impacts of FHL Abolition, the recording can be found here:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

To find out if Zeal Tax can help you find out if you have any Capital Allowance’s, or take advantage
of , just click on this link: https://gozeal.co.uk/services/industries/pasc-uk-zeal/

PASK UK EPC Webinar & Explanation of Second EPC Consultation - 11 March 2025 at 1130am
This webinar updated on the proposals in the second EPC Consultation, (requirement to spend
£15k to attain a C), the information we have gathered and guidance on how to respond (by 2 May
2025). https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

PASC UK EPC’s Webinar on First EPC Consultation - The recording of the Webinar on the first
consultation can be viewed here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

10


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://gozeal.co.uk/services/industries/pasc-uk-zeal/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88
https://1ui93.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkil3wkUWfpwiyzUKUz/ui2J7rdItt88

8 PASC

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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