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COMMENTARY

Last week the PASC UK team were all in Wales. Visit Wales were hosting a Tourism Summit,
followed by the Visit Wales Tourism Awards, which had returned for the first time since 2019.



The Summit was a positive event, not least because we achieved a long-term objective of securing
a meeting with Rebecca Evans, MS and Tourism Minister, and a key architect of the 182 Threshold.
The day had some good presentations and a lively debate about the Tourism Levy in Wales.

PASC UK Cymru sponsored the Self-Catering category in the award. It was a good evening giving
the PASC UK team Members present an opportunity to meet the Visit Wales officials and to catch
up with colleagues that we work with across the wider visitor economy.

The Stage 1 report for the Levy and Licencing Bill was published last week and this week the
recommendations in the report were debated in the Senedd. Pembrokeshire County Council have
today announced that they will not be implementing the Levy in this term. This will have a
significant effect on the financials of the Bill and we await further detail. Pembrokeshire CC feel it
is not the right time, with all the other legislative changes affecting the sector.

Last week we asked volunteers to work with us on a series of BBC media stories. We still have a
few gaps and would welcome more owners who are willing to speak with the BBC. We would
particularly like to hear from Welsh speakers. Please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk if

you would like to understand more.

We shared guidance on the Gwynedd Supplementary Planning Guidance consultation. If your
property is in Gwynedd, please ensure you do respond to this, as the proposals are very
concerning.

Eryri National Park have also launched a consultation on Supplementary Planning Guidelines. This
is not as severe as Gwynedd. We will look at this in more detail and will revert if guidance is
published. The deadline for submission is 14 April.

We hope to see a lot of you all in May... You will see below an invite for the Senedd Reception for
Wales Tourism Week (14 May), we are sponsoring and would love to see as many of you there as
possible. We are also finalising details and venues for the Wales Members Meetingson 7 & 8
May, please save the date and we will share more on this next week.
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Finally, please don’t forget that Alistair and Livvy are now away on a well-deserved break returning
16 April. We are trying to keep them away from PASC work while they are away. Details of cover
has been circulated.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

TOURISM LEVY UPDATE - Senedd Debate 1 April 2025

‘Following the publication of the The Visitor Accommodation (Register and Levy) Etc. (Wales) Bill:
Stage 1 report’ last week. This was then debated in the Senedd on 1 April.

The key points of note from the debate are as follows:
- Visitor Levy Forums to be formed to agree allocation of ring-fenced funds
- Premiums - to be delayed until the levy has been introduced and bedded in.
- Under 18s staying at lower rate accommodation, will be exempted
- This will then increase levy from 75p to 80p and £1.25 to £1.30.
- Exemptions - no other exemptions are being considered

We assume that ‘lower rate accommodation’ does not include self-catering but await further
information on this. If this is the case, this will of course be a further blow and further exacerbates
the regressive nature of this tax and the disproportionate burden on low-income families.

Other points of note in the debate:

- The Finance committee was not unanimous in moving forward with the Bill with Sam Rowlands
was not supportive, others were in support

- The whole Act ie Statutory Registration and Levy is to be reviewed (operation and effect) no later
than 4 years after implementation of Stage 2.

- Darren Miller came in very early saying if Visitor Levy is a 'norm' is do you accept it is also the
norm that VAT levels tend to be reduced for Visitor Accommodation? It was immediately
dismissed by Mark Drakeford as it 'not a compelling argument'.

- Predur Owen Griffiths (Finance Committee chair) stated 'lack of immediate data on costs was
disappointing', particularly LA and WRA costs

- Cumulative Impact was mentioned very early on and the importance of gaining the Trust of
stakeholders.

- Sian Gwenllan & Joyce Watson were in agreement that 'Registration is pivotal in all this', with
Mark Drakeford stating the intention is to 'have everyone registered to by 2028' (not in the Bill)

PASC UK data was quoted by Sam Rowlands pointing out that when the alleged 'small amount'
equates to 17% of an October half term family break it is not a small amount.

Gareth Davies’ pointed to the latest Barometer data where only 16% of self-caterers saw an
increase in numbers, while 45% experienced a decline. He also commented that the overall cost
of the Levy being over £300m to raise just £35m was really a ‘very poor deal’.
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(How will this now be affected by Pembrokeshire not contributing to that £35m)

It was very apparent that there remains a lack of awareness / understanding on the following
points:

- The Manchester BID often quoted as a comparable to the Wales Levy, is simply not comparable

- ‘Operators won't pay - the visitors will’ —in a sector where market price is dictated by the market
not by the operator and deep discounting is prevalent (to meet 182).

- Day trippers account for 90% of visitor which cost more in clear up, but they will not contribute
to the Levy

- the Levy is not considered in the broader context ie in combination with other Govt interventions
- ‘It is a small amount’ —yes for 1 person for 1 night but not for a family for a week when it
becomes 17% of the cost.

You can watch the full debate here: https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/3dcff357-dc27-
44cbh-990c-fc625b6f0d61?startPos=13768&autostart=True

The Full Scrutiny report is available here: https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-Id17073-en.pdf

PEMBROKESHIRE CC WILL NOT ADOPT THE TOURISM LEVY

Pembrokeshire County Council released a statement from Clir Paul Miller, Deputy Leader and
Cabinet Member for Place, the Region and Climate Change.

He recognised that tourism in Pembrokeshire is an important part of the county’s economy and
felt this was "not the right time".

"Tourism is very important to the Pembrokeshire economy [but] there has been a lot of significant
changes in the tax and regulatory regime and now wasn't the time to make another significant
change," he said.

Paul Davies MS recognised that "Many local people work in the industry or know someone who
does. "Protecting the sustainability of the sector for years to come is key and operators across
Pembrokeshire will breathe a sigh of relief at the council's decision not to implement this levy."

As Pembrokeshire accounts for such a large proportion of all self-catering bedspaces.we would be
interested to understand how this decision impacts the overall impact assessment and therefore
the financial viability of the Bill?

PCC Press Release: https://newsroom.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/news/welsh-government-visitor-
accommodation-register-and-levy

BBC Coverage: https://feeds.bbci.co.uk/news/articles/c70z4e7d8930

WALES TOURISM WEEK - SENEDD RECEPTION

Please join us for the Senedd Reception - PASC UK Cymru are sponsoring, we would love to see as
many of you as possible there and in the pub afterwards!
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Please contact susan@camlas.cymru, but please let me know too (nicky@pascuk.co.uk)

\ ’ Wales Tourism Alliance
v o

Cynghrair Twristiaeth Cymru
Communication - Consultation - Collaboration

Wednesday 14" May 2025

6pm —8pm
Y Neuadd, Senedd, Cardiff Bay
Sponsor Member - Sam Rowlands MS, Chair Tourism Cross Party Group

You are cordially invited to an evening reception at the Senedd to celebrate Wales Tourism
Week hosted by the Wales Tourism Alliance.
Sponsored by the Caravan and Motorhome Club,
the Professional Association of Self-Caterers and Visit Wales.

The event, the highlight of Wales Tourism Week is your opportunity to meet industry members
and politicians from throughout Wales to discuss the value of the industry to Wales GDP and the
critical issues currently impacting on the tourism industry in Wales.

There will be an address from:
Rowland Rees Evans — Wales Tourism Alliance
Nick Lomas - Caravan & Motorhome Club
Nicky Williamson - PASC
Sam Rowlands MS, Chair of the Cross-Party Group on Tourism
Rebecca Evans MS, Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning

Visitors spend over £6 billion a year and tourism in Wales employs 11% of the Welsh
Workforce. To attend and join us in the event please contact Susan Bowen:
susan@camlas.cymru (cc Nicky@pascuk.co.uk)

Refreshments served from 6:30pm

VISIT WALES TOURISM SUMMIT AND AWARDS TODAY

The Tourism Summit was a welcome event, with many Tourism colleagues, business owners and
officials in attendance. There were some excellent speakers and the content was very thought
provoking.

Rebecca Evans MS, who holds ministerial responsibility for Tourism, addressed the room and took
guestions from the floor.

We heard interesting presentations from Slovenia and Switzerland on how effective a Tourism
Levy can be when properly implemented. We discussed some very thought provoking data on
how Wales’ Visitor Economy compares to other countries and we heard more about the Visit
Wales ‘Hwyl’ Campaign.
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The PASC UK Team then ‘scrubbed up’ to join the celebrations and recognise some of our
members and industry colleagues in the Award Ceremony.

We were very proud to collect the award for Best Dog Friendly Business which went to Pete Austin
who runs the beautiful Plas Llangoedmor and is a PASC member.
Congratulations and we wish you all the best.

Congratulations also to Wonderful Escapes at Wern-y-Cwm Farm who won the Self-catering
Category, pictured here being presented with their award by PASC’s own Nicky Williamson, as
proud sponsor of the Self-catering category.



We would also like to congratulate our PASC members Clyne Farm and Bryn Tanat Hall for being
shortlisted for the Best Self-Catering. Having won the regional award this is already a great
achievement which should be celebrated.

Well done to:

e Sarah & Geoff at Clyne Farm https://clynefarm.com/

e Kirsty, Susan and Ellie at Bryn Tanat Hall, https://bryntanat.co.uk/
We hope you enjoyed the evening.

BBC WALES MEDIA PROGRAMMING

PASC UK (Cymru) have been invited by BBC Wales to work with them on a series of stories they are
interested in running on Tourism in Wales.

Would you be willing to share impacts on one/all of the following topics:

e Failing to meet the 182 threshold and the consequences of then being presented with an
excessive Council Tax premium

e Health issues caused by the stress of dealing with the added pressures, particularly 182
affecting overall health and well-being. We appreciate this is a particularly hard topic to share.

e Evidence of discounting and the lengths we are having to go to in order to meet this threshold.

We would of course help you with this and talk over the situation with you to ensure you feel
prepared.

We would also welcome Welsh speakers.

EPC#2 CONSULTATION
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HOW TO RESPOND TO THE

2"° EPC CONSULTATION
DEADLINE 2'° MAY 2025

V. PASC
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It is critically important that as many of you as possible respond to this Consultation and state your
views.

The deadline for responding is 2 May 2025

The Guidance Notes to aid owners responding to the consultation can be found here: EPC 2
Response Guidance

If you haven’t already the completed the Impact Survey, this is available here:
EPC Impact Survey

GWYNEDD CONSULTATION ON SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING
GUIDELINES [REPEAT & REMINDER]

PASC UK (Cymru) have produced Guidance Notes on how to approach the consultation launched
by Cyngor Gwynedd Council seeking feedback on Supplementary Planning Guidance.

The guidance notes are available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-

182-days-reports/ Gwynedd

Consultation on
Plannin

You will need to click ‘Download’ from this image on the web page (the Guidance Notes

March 2025

image in this newsletter is only a screenshot so not linked)

. . Download
Guidance notes are available to non-members as well as members. Please !

submit your response by 7 April 2025.

ERYRI NATIONAL PARK SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDELINES
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Eryri National Park have also launched a consultation on Supplementary Planning Guidelines.

Consultation document - supplementary planning guidance on implementation of Article 4

direction

https://planning.snowdonia.gov.wales/policy/adopted-supplementary-planning-guidance/

The deadline for submission is 14 April.

The implications mean that change of use is restricted and that existing holiday lets can’t be sold
as second homes (or used by existing owners for this should they stop holiday letting).

The consultation ask 2 questions:

12. Please provide comments you have regarding the draft Supplementary Planning
Guidance. Refer to paragraph number if commenting on a specific part.

13. The Authority would like to hear your opinion regarding additional effects on the Welsh
language which need to be considered, and which have not been identified in the assessment on
the Welsh language. For any additional negative effects identified on the Welsh language, the
Authority would also like to seek an opinion on what changes can be made to this proposal to
mitigate the negative effects. The effects could be direct or indirect.

We will be reviewing this in more detail in the next days and will provide more detail in next
week’s newsletter if necessary.

IN THE NEWS:

TOURISM LEVY:
BBC News coverage of the Senedd Debate including the decision not to include under 18s in low
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c62jd1rjzdlo

PEMBROKESHIRE CC’S DECISION NOT TO ADOPT THE LEVY:

BBC Coverage: https://feeds.bbci.co.uk/news/articles/c70z4e7d8930

https://www.westerntelegraph.co.uk/news/25057688.pembrokeshire-not-adopting-tourism-
tax-says-deputy-leader/

https://pembrokeshire-herald.com/109988/pembrokeshire-council-rules-out-toxic-tourism-tax-

for-now/

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?
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Let us know if you would be willing to discuss your situation with the BBC.
Complete the EPC Survey if you haven’t already

Respond to the EPC #2 Consultation by 2 May

Send suggestions of venues for our 7 & 8 May Wales In-person Meetings

If in Gwynedd, respond to the Supplementary Planning Consultation by 7 April
Let us know if you are coming to the Senedd Reception on 14 May.
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PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. Wales In-Person Meetings — 7 & 8 May 2025, More details next week

2. Wales Tourism Week, Senedd Reception, Sponsored by PASC UK (Cymru) — Cardiff, 14 May
2025 — all welcome

3. PASC UK Agency Conference — 11 & 12 June2025

TEAM HOLIDAY IN APRIL [REMINDER]

Alistair, your Chair and Livvy who looks after support@pascuk.co.uk will be on annual leave from
37 April to 15™ April 2025. Members will have received an additional email alongside their
newsletter on 1t April with contact details for the PASC UK Team during this period for any
Support, Membership or any other questions.

The PASC UK Members phone number will be manned throughout this period.

Newsletters will continue to be sent out and the rest of the PASC UK Team will be taking the reins!

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT
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If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

$#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru % Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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