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COMMENTARY

We are delighted to let you know we have the venues set up for the 2 Wales Meetings in early
May. We have selected the venues so we can see as many of you there as possible.

Please find the links below for your ease:

North Wales: Portmeirion, Gwynedd: 7 May 10am
Booking Link: https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1667256

South Wales: St Clears, Carmarthenshire: 8 May 10am
Booking Link: https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1667287

We are aware that many of you are now receiving your Council Tax Bills and this is an incredibly
difficult time. We are not able to change or even ease the process too much, but we will
endeavour to help and advise you as best we can, even if it is just to vent! We do understand how
hard this is for many and assure you that we will continue every day to create awareness of just
how difficult this is and to try to enable change.

The BBC have begun their Tourism Feature which goes out over the Easter Holidays. They started
with impacts of the 182 day Threshold and this has gone out online on the BBC Wales Breakfast
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and Drive Programmes and on all 3 BBC Wales Regional News programmes (ie breakfast, lunch,
evening). We provide the links for each of these below.

Look out for the next ‘episode” which will focus on the Tourism Levy. We expect this to air on
Saturday, although this is always subject to change.

You will be receiving your new 13t™ Edition Pink Book shortly - if you haven’t already. They are all
‘en route’ and many thanks to those of you who have already sent in notes to say ‘Thank you’.
PASC UK sponsor this resource and we are talking with Visit Wales about how we can go about
producing a resource which addresses the <5% difference to legislation in Wales and will keep you
updated on this as we have further news.

On another positive note, we are always working with the PASC UK Buying Club to provide member
benefits and are delighted to announce further benefits coming soon. More news on this in the
next newsletters. In the meantime if you haven’t already enrolled, it is definitely worth doing so.

We remain focused on the EPC2 Consultation and our preparing our own consultation response, but
as things evolve daily, we want to ensure we incorporate this information up to the final deadline.
Last week’s EPC update was very detailed so | have included a shorter update this week (... but don’t
forget to do the survey!)

Kind regards
Nicky and the PASC team

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

WALES IN-PERSON MEETINGS

North Wales: Hercules Hall, Portmeirion, Gwynedd: (https://portmeirion.wales/)
7 May 10am-12noon
Booking Link: https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1667256

South Wales: Llety Cynin, St Clears, Carmarthenshire: (https://www.lletycynin.co.uk/)
8 May 10am-12noon
Booking Link: https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1667287

We are delighted to invite you to the next PASC UK Cymru Members’ Meetings. There are 2
meetings — one North and one South Wales — so we hope to be able to see as many of you as
possible.

This is an opportunity to meet some of the PASC UK Cymru team, receive updates from Nicky
& Alistair on the work that PASC UK is doing on your behalf but also to meet other Members and
ask questions.
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We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea coffee and biscuits and
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome.

If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact Nicky or
Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”.

PASC UK (CYMRU) In the News:

Please find the Links for the recent BBC News Stories this week. The Story focussed on the effects
of the 182 day threshold, which as you well know is causing considerable stress to long term
Tourism Business operators, resulting in many leaving the industry.

The link between accommodation providers and other Tourism businesses then has a knock on
effect with Pubs, Cafes, Restaurants and Attractions suffering with reduced visitor numbers.

Please find the links below:
BBC online: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn4wy98gde9o
BBC News Wales: https://youtu.be/RBCMsJ8VWUk

BBC Cymru Fyw BBC’s online Welsh language service:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cymrufyw/erthyglau/crm33gg12xwo

The story was also run live on Radio Cymru’s Dros Frecwast programme and BBC Radio Wales
Breakfast and Drive programmes.

For those of you on LinkedIn, you may also want to share the following post.
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/pasc-uk tourism-holidays-wales-activity-
7317953191935963137-

EVRi?utm source=social share send&utm medium=member desktop web&rcm=ACoAAAId7DQ
BL8rUOCP7KV4I9Xe apXWqg2g7sFs

Look out for the next ‘episode’ on the Tourism Levy, which is running over the weekend.

EPC CONSULTATION UPDATE 15 APRIL

We continue our work with Dame Caroline Dinenage MP to try to influence the Secretary of State
for Energy Security and Net Zero.

We also attended further Government webinars on EPCs with the Department of Energy, Security
and Net Zero. This webinar covered implementation, new metrics and transition, but was not
specifically about short-term rentals. That said, we did pick up some points which may become
relevant. Short term rentals will be considered explicitly in the next webinar.

We have been crafting our response to last week’s disappointing response from the Minister. We
will share progress on this. The letter suggested that we must be treated equally to long term lets
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to stop people flipping from long term to short term. There is no evidence that this is taking place.
The positive was the first acceptance that there should be exemptions.

We also shared a short report from the Energy Counsel which lays on out in cold factual terms why
EPCs, as planned, are not appropriate for our sector. If you have not had a chance to look at this,
it is available in the last week’s newsletter - we do think this is worth a read.

Thank you to those who have given feedback on this report, please continue to email further
comments to support@pascuk.co.uk stating ‘EPCs’ in the Subject line. Thanks

The two things that you must do please:

1. Take partin the Survey, - it takes just two minutes: EPC Impact Survey
If you have more than 1 property which will be affected differently, please complete for
each of them.

2. Respond to the Consultation, using the Guidance that we detail below - this takes around 5
minutes to 30 minutes, depending on how much you want to change it to properly reflect
the challenges that it will bring to your business.

How to respond to the EPC Consultation 2 Deadline for responding 2 May

HOW TO RESPOND TO THE

2N° EPC CONSULTATION
DEADLINE 2"° MAY 2025

' PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk |

Guidance Notes for the Consultation: Prepared by PASC UK to aid in responding to the consultation
- You will be able to find it here: EPC 2 Response Guidance

Key points on the consultation are as follows:

e Our main objective is that self-catering should still be exempted
If that cannot be achieved then ....

e The £15k cost cap is too high for our sector

e The timescales of implementation by 1%t January 2028 are too short

e There should be exemptions for certain kinds of properties —70% of which are over
100 years old, there is a wide list that should not be included

e Any “pre spend” on approved measures since 2020 should be included
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e Our sector we should be included in the “payback exemption” — which is that we
do not have to undertake any particular piece of work if it has longer than a 7-year
payback if you are a commercial property.

We will be encouraging as many of our colleagues in other associations to take part in responding
to this consultation.

Please send them to support@pascuk.co.uk and put ‘EPC 2’ in the Subject line. Thanks.

WALES TOURISM WEEK - SENEDD RECEPTION [REPEAT]

Please join us for the Senedd Reception - PASC UK Cymru are sponsoring, we would love to see as
many of you as possible there and in the pub afterwards!
Please contact susan@camlas.cymru, but please let me know too (nicky@pascuk.co.uk)

\ ’ Wales Tourism Alliance
J‘ Cynghrair Twristiaeth Cymru
Communication - Consultation - Collaboration

Wednesday 14t May 2025

6pm —8pm
Y Neuadd, Senedd, Cardiff Bay
Sponsor Member - Sam Rowlands MS, Chair Tourism Cross Party Group

You are cordially invited to an evening reception at the Senedd to celebrate Wales Tourism
Week hosted by the Wales Tourism Alliance.
Sponsored by the Caravan and Motorhome Club,
the Professional Association of Self-Caterers and Visit Wales.

The event, the highlight of Wales Tourism Week is your opportunity to meet industry members
and politicians from throughout Wales to discuss the value of the industry to Wales GDP and the
critical issues currently impacting on the tourism industry in Wales.

There will be an address from:
Rowland Rees Evans — Wales Tourism Alliance
Nick Lomas - Caravan & Motorhome Club
Nicky Williamson - PASC
Sam Rowlands MS, Chair of the Cross-Party Group on Tourism
Rebecca Evans MS, Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning

Visitors spend over £6 billion a year and tourism in Wales employs 11% of the Welsh
Workforce. To attend and join us in the event please contact Susan Bowen:
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susan@camlas.cymru (cc Nicky@pascuk.co.uk)
Refreshments served from 6:30pm

IN THE NEWS:
See “PASC UK in the news” section above

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

Book your place at one of the Wales Members’ Meetings

Complete the EPC Survey if you haven’t already

Respond to the EPC #2 Consultation by 2 May

Let us know if you are coming to the Senedd Reception on 14 May.

Let us know if you would be willing to discuss your situation with the BBC.
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PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

1. North Wales In-person Meeting: Hercules Hall, Portmeirion, Gwynedd:
7 May 10am-12noon
Booking Link: https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1667256

2. South Wales In-person Meeting: Llety Cynin, St Clears, Carmarthenshire:
8 May 10am-12noon
Booking Link: https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1667287

3. Wales Tourism Week, Senedd Reception, Sponsored by PASC UK (Cymru) — Cardiff, 14 May
2025 —all welcome

4., PASC UK Agency Conference — 11 & 12 June2025

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
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e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-
reports/

$#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru V4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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