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COMMENTARY

Our Devon and Cornwall in-person Members’ Meetings are fast approaching with the first 2 happening
next week.

Please find live booking links below:

e South Devon Meeting: 23 April 10am https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408
e Cornwall Meeting: 24 April 10am https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1650208
e North Devon Meeting: 30 April 10am https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653385

The PASC UK Team will also be in Wales 7 & 8 May. With 2 meetings —1 North & 1 South —we hope to
meet as many of you as possible. Booking links are live and available in this week’s Wales Newsletter.

Our members tell us these face-to-face meetings are invaluable as an opportunity to talk openly about
day to day challenges. This is not only with your PASC UK team but especially for meeting fellow
members and being able to share lived experiences.

There are still places available but we would urge you to book as soon as possible as places
are filling up.


https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408
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The deadline for all responses to the EPC consultation is 2 May - now only 2 weeks away. We hope as
many as possible will respond to this consultation and guidance has been provided to make this as
straightforward as possible for you.

EPCs remains a key focus for the team and the sector. If this goes through it poses a very significant
threat to most of us and it is therefore crucial that as many as possible take part in this.

The EPC survey data is providing such useful data to back up our activities and enable awareness of why
it is not appropriate for this sector. So, it would be wrong of me not to push this yet again - please can
you complete this essential survey.

In Wales, we continue our efforts to support the Tourism Industry with PASC UK Cyrmru quoted in the
following article https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cndwy98gde9o PASC UK Cymru were also
interviewed live on BBC Radio Wales Breakfast and on the BBC Wales Regional News as part of a feature
on Tourism being aired by the BBC over the Easter Holiday Period.

We are always working with the PASC UK Buying Club to provide member benefits and are delighted to
announce further benefits coming soon. More news on this in the next newsletters. In the meantime
if you haven’t already enrolled, it is definitely worth doing so.

You will be receiving your new 13t Edition Pink Book shortly - if you haven’t already. They are all ‘en
route’ and many thanks to those of you who have sent in notes to say ‘Thank you’. PASC UK are
delighted to sponsor this great resource as it is hugely beneficial as a quick and easy reference to all the
legislation affecting our sector and one which also takes pride of place on the desk of the PASC UK team.

Last week’s newsletter was a full one, including consultations on CMA Drip Pricing and Fake Review
Guidance and the Package Travel Directive, as well as more information on Making Tax Digital (MTD).
Please refer to last week’s newsletter for more detail on each of the above and we will keep you
informed on progress in each of these areas.

Thank you also for working with us to ensure Alistair and Livvy were able to have a well-deserved break.
We all need this from time to time. We are hoping to ease them back in gently so please continue to
contact the team this week as we hand the reins back over later this week.

Best regards,

Nicky and all the team at PASC UK

TEAM HOLIDAYS

Alistair, your Chair and Livvy who looks after support@pascuk.co.uk are returning from annual leave
this week. We are trying to ease them back in gently, so as not to undo the holiday benefits. Please
continue to liaise with us as we hand back the reins.

POLITICAL UPDATE

Parliamentary Recess


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn4wy98gde9o
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk

Parliament has now entered Easter recess, and aside from a short recall to debate the future of British
steel, activity in Westminster has wound down. MPs are returning to their constituencies or heading
off on holiday, meaning it’s a quieter spell in SW1. That said, for us, the pause offers a chance to
regroup, refine our messaging, and prepare the groundwork for engagement when Parliament
resumes. We’'re using this time to shape our approach for the coming months and prepare new
initiatives to ensure our sector’s voice continues to be heard loud and clear.

Second Homes Debate, Familiar Arguments

Just before recess, the issue of short-term rentals was once again debated in the House of Commons
on 8 April. Longstanding critic of short-term rentals, Andrew George MP (St Ives, Lib Dem), returned
to the subject by challenging Treasury ministers on their current tax policies.

In response, Exchequer Secretary James Murray restated the Government’s line: while recognising the
economic contribution of short-term lets, he claimed they can reduce housing availability and
affordability in some communities. He pointed to policy changes such as the 100% council tax
premium for second homes, and the abolition of the Furnished Holiday Lettings (FHL) regime.

George, however, pressed further—characterising the issue as one of “social justice,” not “envy.” He
took aim at small business rate relief.

Jayne Kirkham MP (Truro and Falmouth, Lab/Co-op) added her voice, calling for greater scrutiny of
the crossover between council tax and business rates, and floated the idea of a licensing system for
short-term lets. While she did acknowledge some recent Government actions as helpful—such as
provisions in the Renters’ Reform Bill—her comments again reinforced the push for greater local
control over our sector.

It is notable and concerning, that neither MP raised the wider economic contribution made by
professional operators, nor the significant taxation and compliance costs already borne by our
members. The debate continues to focus narrowly on housing availability without fully acknowledging
the complexity of the issue or recognising the diversity of businesses operating in the sector. We still
have work to do with these two MPs.

EPC Proposals: A Risk to Viability in Rural Areas

We have been working closely with Dame Caroline Dinenage MP, Chair of the Culture, Media and
Sport Committee, who shares our concerns over the proposed changes to Energy Performance
Certificates (EPCs). She has formally asked the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero to
assess the potential impact of EPC reforms on the viability of short-term lets—particularly in rural and
coastal areas.

This is an important intervention. Many properties in rural locations simply cannot be retrofitted to
meet new EPC requirements. While PASC UK fully supports efforts to improve energy efficiency,
blanket measures that ignore the nature of traditional buildings and the realities of rural
infrastructure risk undermining the very businesses that sustain local economies.

Green MP Pushes for Statutory Registration

Carla Denyer MP (Green Party, Bristol Central) recently asked for clarity on the Government’s plans
for statutory registration. In response, Housing Minister Matthew Pennycook confirmed that a



national scheme remains a priority. The initial digital development phase is now complete, and public
testing is due to begin within the next 12 months. Further implementation details are expected soon.

We continue to support statutory registration as the proportionate way forward. It provides essential
data and transparency without stifling legitimate businesses with unnecessary red tape. However,
Pennycook also suggested that further powers for local authorities are under consideration—
something we will continue to monitor very closely. The introduction of unnecessary licensing
schemes remains a red line for us.

EPC CONSULTATION UPDATE 15 APRIL

You will see in the political update above we continue our work with Dame Caroline Dinenage MP to
try to influence the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

We also attended further Government webinars on EPCs with the Department of Energy, Security and
Net Zero. This webinar covered implementation, new metrics and transition, but.was not specifically
about short-term rentals. That said, we did pick up some points which may become relevant. Short
term rentals will be considered explicitly in the next webinar.

We have been crafting our response to last week’s disappointing response from the Minister. We will
share progress on this. The letter suggested that we must be treated equally to long term lets to stop
people flipping from long term to short term. There is no evidence that this is taking place. The
positive was the first acceptance that there should be exemptions.

We also shared a short report from the Energy Counsel which lays on out in cold factual terms why
EPCs, as planned, are not appropriate for our sector. If you have not had a chance to look at this, it is
available in the last week’s newsletter and we would suggest you read this.

Thank you to those who have given feedback on this report, please continue to email further
comments to support@pascuk.co.uk stating ‘EPCs’ in the Subject line. Thanks

The two things that you must do please:

1. Take part in the Survey, - it takes just two minutes: EPC Impact Survey
If you have more than 1 property which will be affected differently, please complete for each
of them.

2. Respond to the Consultation, using the Guidance that we detail below - this takes around 5
minutes to 30 minutes, depending on how much you want to change it to properly reflect the
challenges that it will bring to your business.

How to respond to the EPC Consultation 2 Deadline for responding 2 May


mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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HOW TO RESPOND TO THE

2N° EPC CONSULTATION
DEADLINE 2"° MAY 2025

e PASC
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Guidance Notes for the Consultation: Prepared by PASC UK to aid in responding to the consultation -
You will be able to find it here: EPC 2 Response Guidance

Our key points are as follows:
e Our main objective is that self-catering should still be exempted
If that cannot be achieved then ....

e The £15k cost cap is too high for our sector

e The timescales of implementation by 1%t January 2028 are too short

e There should be exemptions for certain kinds of properties — 70% of which are over 100 years
old, there is a wide list that should not be included

e Any “pre spend” on approved measures since 2020 should be included

e Our sector we should be included in the “payback exemption” — which is that we do not have to
undertake any particular piece of work if it has longer than a 7-year payback if you are a
commercial property.

We will be encouraging as many of our colleagues in other associations to take part in responding to
this consultation.

Please send them to support@pascuk.co.uk and put ‘EPC 2’ in the Subject line. Thanks.

IN PERSON PASC UK MEETINGS ‘HOLD THE DATES’ 15 April 2025

We have finally managed to find the time to start planning and getting the dates for the in-person
Members meetings around England and Wales. Below you can see the first tranche of dates, and we
will be filling in the detail asap.

We will shortly be providing a revised date for the Norfolk Members meeting as the original date
clashes with the Royal Norfolk Show.

e 23 April. South Devon: Holne Park, TQ13 7NP — https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408
e 24 April. Cornwall, Truro: The Alverton Hotel —https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1650208
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e 30 April. North Devon: Tawstock Court, EX31 3HY https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653385
e 7 May. Wales — See Wales Newsletter 17 April 2025

e 8 May. Wales — See Wales Newsletter 17 April 2025

o 26-June-Norfolk — we will shortly provide a rescheduled date for Norfolk

e 9 July. Keswick, Cumbria

e 10 July. Alnwick, Northumberland

e 18 September. Southeast England

e 30/31 October Vacation Rentals World Summit, Rome

e 19 November Tourism Alliance Conference

Happy to get suggestions for venues, these will be firmed up over the next couple of weeks and
Tickets Sales opened for each.

We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea coffee and biscuits and
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome.

If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the
subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”.

PASC UK WEBINAR AND MEETINGS PROGRAME FOR APRIL & MAY 2025

A new Programme will be announced as soon as we are back from leave.

We will shortly be announcing further webinars and meetings for the April & May programme. These
will include the following:

e New Govt Policy updates, including EPC’s

e 182 Campaign updates

e Buying Club Update, lots of great new offers
e Selling add-on services at your business

e Fire Update (Open plan Guidance)

e Sustainability and our sector

e And more.....

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at:
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/ Members only recordings are in the Members area.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD
Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:

e 23 April South Devon Members Meetings, Holne Park https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408

e 24 April Cornwall Members Meeting, Truro - https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1650208

e 30 April North Devon Members Meeting, Tawstock Court https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653385
e 7 May Wales Members Meeting — Booking links to be provided next week

e 8 May Wales Members Meeting — Booking links to be provided next week

e 14 May Senedd Reception sponsored by PASC UK Cymru

e 21 May Tourism Alliance AGM

e 11/12 June PASC UK Agency Conference, Cotswolds
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e 26 June Norfolk

e 9 July. Keswick, Cumbria

e 10 July. Alnwick, Northumberland
e 18 September. Southeast England

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector.
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds.
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on
behalf of the sector.

We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.

Membership fees are as follows:

e Single cottage £90 plus VAT
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT

e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT
e 11+ Units £335 plus VAT

Members get telephone support and priority email support.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Wishing every one of you all the best.
Best regards

Alistair Handyside MBE

Executive Chair

The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK
www.pascuk.co.uk

support@pascuk.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER

The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability
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and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks



