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Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 

NEWSLETTER 
8 April 2025 Issue 257 

 
This week’s contents: 

• Commentary 

• Upcoming Team Holidays 

• EPC Consultation 2 Update 8 April 

• PASC UK Political Roundup 

• New Pink Book Released 

• Good News on Package Travel Directive 

• Further News on CMA Drip Pricing and Fake Reviews Guidance 

• Making Tax Digital (MTD) 

• Government Cuts Tourism Funding 

• In-Person PASC UK Members meetings ‘Hold the Dates” 

• NEW PASC UK Webinar/Meeting Programme for April 2025 

• PASC UK on the Road and Important Meetings ahead 

• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK   

• Disclaimer 

COMMENTARY  
 
We are booking venues for the next Members Meetings around England and Wales and look forward 
to seeing as many of you as possible.  Please find live booking links below:   
 

• South Devon Meeting:  23 April 10am  https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408 

• Cornwall Meeting:  24 April 10am   https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1650208 

• North Devon Meeting: 30 April 10am  https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653385 

• North Wales & South Wales  7 & 8 May Details of the 2 meetings to be shared next week. 
 
Big update below on EPCs and the work we have been doing, including a short report from the Energy 
Counsel on how inappropriate the proposed regime is for our sector, see below. This remains a key 
focus for the team, and we will shortly be able to share with you the Consultation Response that we 
will be sending in. The Deadline for all our responses is the 2nd May. It really is vital that as many as 
possible take paper in this.  
 

https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1650208
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653385
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There has also been some progress on pushing back on the Wales Tourism Levy. There has been 
movement on the Premium that was proposed at the last moment, that appears to be in the long grass, 
children under 18 will be exempted from low-cost accommodation, although we don’t yet know what 
low-cost may apply to. This has resulted in a 5p increase in the Levy (£1.25 to £1.30). There is much 
better ring-fencing for the funds raised to be spent on tourism related activity, so all the combined 
pressure from a well-coordinated campaign in Wales did manage some change and to make the policy 
less damaging. 
 
Even with the above amends, Pembrokeshire has decided not to introduce the Levy. This is a serious 
blow to the policy, and it is likely now that others will follow suit.  
 
Some good news this week. The new 13th Edition of the Pink Book has been published by Visit England 
and once again PASC UK is sponsoring this book. These are being despatched to Members who should 
be receiving them over the next few days. See below. 
 
Also, we have finally received an update from the Dept of Trade and Industry on the Package Travel 
Directive. PASC UK have been lobbying hard on this for almost a decade and are delighted that they 
have launched a Consultation into changing the rules, so that we would be able to offer combination 
offers, which are almost impossible to do legally now.  Examples might be…. ‘Come and stay in 
Tiggywinkle Cottage and enjoy Dinner at the Duck and Grouse on us’ or… ‘Free Round of golf when you 
book a stay at Bottlegreen cottages in October’. See below. 
 
The CMA has also announced further Guidance on the Drip Pricing and Fake Reviews consultation last 
Friday. Details on that below, our concern here focusses on the display of owner contact details on 
websites they advertise on. 
 
The Government has announced a huge cut in Visit Britain’s Budget to attract inbound tourism to the 
UK. This a hugely regrettable decision and is even worse as it has been made in advance of the 
Comprehensive Spending Review. More on this below. 
 
We will be keeping you all up to date regarding Making Tax Digital (MTD) over the coming months. This 
is where many of us will have to report our revenue directly to HMRC from next year if our turnover 
exceeds £50,000. MTD has had a stop start life, but the Chancellor is determined to push ahead on this 
and quickly.  
 
Your Chair attended two conferences and a short-term rental event last week. The first brought 
together Reade Associations representing our sector from other parts of the world. This was reasonably 
useful, and we await the notes from this meeting to see if it leads anywhere. 
 
The Shortyz Awards is essentially a celebration of the sector, and awards are given out to all the best 
of’ across the sector. More on that when Alistair returns from leave.  
 
The following day was the Short-Term Rental Summit, and Alistair managed some really fruitful 
meetings whilst there, as well as bumping into several Members and colleagues, and there will be some 
announcements around those shortly.  
 
We continue to ask as many of you as possible to respond to the EPC Consultation. All the details on 
how to do so are detailed below, and if you have not yet completed the Survey, please can you? 
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We had intended keeping the Newsletter as short as possible whilst your Chair is away, but as you can 
see a myriad of announcements has not helped that .   
 
Best regards, 
 
Nicky and all the team at PASC UK 
 

UPCOMING TEAM HOLIDAYS 
 
Alistair, your Chair and Livvy who looks after support@pascuk.co.uk are currently on annual leave 
returning 15th April 2025.  Members will have received an additional email alongside their newsletter 
last week with contact details for the PASC UK Team during this period for any Support, Membership 
or any other questions. The PASC UK Members phone number will be manned throughout this period.  
 
Newsletters continue to be sent out and the rest of the PASC UK Team are taking the reins!  
 

POLITICAL UPDATE 

Chris Webb MP, All Party Parliamentary Group for Tourism & Hospitality 

Over the past month, the PASC UK team has met several times with Chris Webb MP (Blackpool South, 
Labour), the new Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Tourism and Hospitality. He 
has quickly positioned himself as a strong and informed ally. In a welcome change from the often one-
size-fits-all approach, Chris has demonstrated a clear understanding of the diversity within our sector 
– most importantly recognising the differences between urban and rural challenges. 

In addition to a direct one-to-one meeting, we reconnected with him during the global summit of 
short-term let associations last week. During these conversations, Chris reaffirmed his interest in 
supporting our sector through evidence-based policymaking. He has expressed willingness to engage 
in a roundtable discussion with PASC UK and industry colleagues to better understand what data and 
evidence would be most helpful to inform future APPG sessions. 

Progress on the Wales Tourism Levy 

PASC UK, alongside broader industry stakeholders, has continued to press the Welsh Government for 
meaningful changes to the proposed Tourism Levy. Recent developments suggest our advocacy is 
having an impact. 

Following a Senedd debate last week, the Welsh Government has confirmed several key concessions: 

• Local Visitor Levy Forums will be created to oversee how ring-fenced funds are allocated. 
• The introduction of premiums will be delayed until the core levy is established and 

operational. 
• Children under 18 staying in lower rate accommodation will be exempt from the levy, 

caveated that it it’s not entirely clear how far this will go. 

However, to ensure it is still financially viable, they will increase the levy from 75p to 80p and £1.25 to 
£1.30 — with no new exemptions (except the under 18s above) are being considered at this time. The 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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entire legislative framework, including statutory registration and the levy, will be reviewed no later 
than four years after its implementation. 

Notably, the issue of cumulative impact—an ongoing concern for operators—was mentioned early in 
the debate but not explored in depth. Several MSs raised serious points: Darren Millar MS questioned 
why the Government dismissed the idea of offsetting the levy with VAT reductions, and Sam 
Rowlands MS reiterated that taxation ultimately leads to less activity, not more. He also highlighted 
PASC UK’s own data showing sharp drops in booking numbers and pointed out that visitor 
accommodation already contributes heavily through VAT, national insurance, corporation tax, and 
more. 

Perhaps the most significant win came the following day, when Pembrokeshire Council—which 
accounts for more than 30% of tourism in Wales—announced it would not implement the levy for at 
least two years. This puts pressure back on the Welsh Government to reconsider its blanket approach. 

Cornwall MPs Call for Planning Reform 

A group of Liberal Democrat and Labour MPs from Cornwall have renewed calls for second 
homeowners to require planning permission before letting their properties as holiday 
accommodation. While this idea is not new—having been proposed under the previous Conservative 
Government—it had largely dropped off the political agenda. 

These MPs are now pressing the Housing Minister to take action, citing the impact of short-term lets 
on local housing availability. While we expect further debate in the coming months, any proposal to 
introduce new planning use classes will need to be watched carefully, particularly if it begins to 
influence national policy direction. 

Truro and Falmouth MP Calls for Licensing  

Jayne Kirkham, Labour MP for Truro and Falmouth, has called for a licensing scheme for short-term 
lets, citing ongoing issues with second homes and housing availability in Cornwall. While her 
comments were made during a discussion on the Renters’ Rights Bill—which includes measures to 
restrict ‘no-fault’ evictions—she took the opportunity to push for stronger local controls. 

In response, Leader of the House Lucy Powell reiterated the Government’s current commitment to 
a national registration scheme for short-term lets. She also referenced the abolition of the Furnished 
Holiday Lettings tax regime. 

While we welcome the renewed momentum behind statutory registration, we remain opposed to 
licensing schemes. Registration provides the necessary foundation for gathering accurate data and 
shaping future policies. Licensing is a step too far and risks placing disproportionate burdens on 
legitimate operators without solving the underlying issues. 

 

NEW PINK BOOK RELEASED 

The new Pink Book, the 13th Edition has been launched by Visit England in both printed and online 
versions. The Pink Book covers all the regulations covering our sector in easy-to-read terminology, 
and is written by Kurt Janson, former Director of the Tourism Alliance. 
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This Edition is Sponsored by PASC UK, and we have started despatching copies to paid up Members 
late last week. They should be with you soon. 

In the packs there is also a brochure from our Key Partners, and how to download Membership 
Certificates and order Membership Stickers. 

 

GOOD NEWS ON THE PACKAGE TRAVEL DIRECTIVE 

As explained above, PASC UK have been lobbying for changes to the rules on offering ‘packages’. The 
Dept for Trade and Industry has launched a Consultation on changes that would allow us to offer 
these packages. 

Over the coming weeks we will provide further information on the opportunities and challenges that 
this change may offer as well as providing Guidance on how to respond to the Consultation. This will 
include webinars on the subject. 

This is what the formal notification looked like. 

Dear Stakeholder 
  
You are receiving this email from the Department for Business and Trade as your email 
address is held on our Package Travel stakeholder contact list. 
  
We are pleased to announce that today we are launching the final consultation into the review 
of the Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangements Regulations 2018. 
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Package travel legislation: consultation on proposed amendments - GOV.UK 
  
Alongside the consultation we are also publishing the response to the previous call for 
evidence and the external consumer research. 
  
Package travel legislation: updating the framework - GOV.UK 
  
Please also see press release: 
  
Cuts to red tape to make great British staycations cheaper - GOV.UK 
  
May we take this opportunity to thank you for your engagement thus far with the review and 
encourage you to take the time to respond once again to the consultation released today. 
  
We are strongly suggesting that responses be made via the online survey. The survey has been 
built so that it is an exact replica of the consultation document, meaning you will have all the 
information of the proposals within the survey itself with no need for a secondary explanatory 
document. Responding online makes it far easier for us to collate, analysis and process 
responses. The online platform has been designed to be able to analysis responses in a variety 
of different ways giving us much more granular detail and data. If for some reason you have 
difficulty with the online platform, you can also submit your response via email to this inbox 
  
We look forward to your responses and continued engagement into the review. 

More in the next couple of weeks. 

FURTHER NEWS ON THE CMA DRIP PRICING AND FAKE REVIEWS CONSULTATION 

This week we had planned to publish a paper explaining the changes made by this work undertaken 
by the CMA. We have had to hold that back, and get it updated again as on Friday the CMA finally 
issued some further Guidance.  
 
We still have some questions, particularly around how damage waivers, damage deposits need to be 
handled, but our key concern is around whether owner contact details should be provided on all the 
websites they advertise on. 
 
The Team and legal advisors will review the update and will report back just as soon as we can. 
 
This is what came in from the CMA.  

 
The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) has published the following final guidance and 
accompanying publications: 
  

• Streamlined unfair commercial practices guidance (CMA207), which is accompanied by a 
separate module containing example case studies, and a separate technical background 
note 
  

• A short guide to what businesses need to know about unfair commercial practices 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/package-travel-legislation-consultation-on-proposed-amendments
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/package-travel-legislation-updating-the-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cuts-to-red-tape-to-make-great-british-staycations-cheaper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/unfair-commercial-practices-cma207
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-businesses-need-to-know-about-unfair-commercial-practices
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• Fake reviews guidance (CMA208), which is accompanied by a short guide for businesses: 

publishing consumer reviews and complying with consumer protection law  
  

This follows its six-week consultation on the draft guidance on the protection from unfair trading 
provisions in the Digital Markets, Competition and Consumers Act 2024 that took place between 
11 December 2024 to 22 January 2025. 
  
The CMA has also published its response to the consultation, as well as the non-confidential 
responses to this consultation. 
  
We will also shortly be publishing a document on the CMA’s approach to applying the new 
consumer protection regime in the first year. 
  
Thank you for your engagement with our consultation on the guidance. 
  
Kind regards,  
  
CMA Policy & Practice Team 

 
We will be providing more detail on this over the next couple of weeks. 

 
MAKING TAX DIGITAL (MTD) 
 
What is MTD? 
 
Anyone trading as a sole trader or landlord will need to comply with Making Tax Digital for Income Tax from 
April 2026.  This currently excludes partnerships, LLP’s, Limited’s and Trusts. 
  
The scheme applies to any sole trader or landlord with total gross income (turnover) above £50,000. 
  
If they are in the scheme, they will need to maintain digital records, and file quarterly returns to HMRC from 
their software.  Digital includes spreadsheets, but they may expect owners or their bookkeepers will use 
software such as Xero.  There are no changes to tax payment dates, which are currently 31 January and 31 
July.  
  
The threshold will drop to £30,000 gross income from April 2027. 
  
The Government confirmed in their Autumn 2024 Budget that they are proceeding with MTD, although 
awareness remains low.  They also confirmed that the threshold will drop to £20,000 by the end of this 
Parliament but have not set dates.  Primary and Secondary legislation is in place.  
  
In May 2025, HMRC will write to taxpayers that they expect to be in the scheme based on their 5 April 2024 tax 
return, and will then confirm in February 2026, based on 5 April 2025 tax returns.  
  
HMRC have confirmed that the first year in 2026 will be ‘light touch’, and no penalties. 
  
What should affected members do? 

 
• Research whether they are likely to be included (good resources here at 

ICAEW https://www.icaew.com/technical/tax/making-tax-digital/mtd-guidance/mtd-and-

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fake-reviews-cma208
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/unfair-commercial-practices-guidance
https://www.icaew.com/technical/tax/making-tax-digital/mtd-guidance/mtd-and-income-tax
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income-tax and see, HMRC guidance, Check if you need to use Making Tax Digital for Income 
Tax . ) 

• Check that their accounting software will comply, or research software such as Xero 
• Consider having a separate business bank account for their rental or sole trader income.  Most 

software will work by downloading bank transactions, and it will increase workload if personal 
transactions have to be worked through, and also reduce privacy  

• Speak to their accountant as soon as possible, as they are likely to get very busy dealing with 
this next year 

 

What are PASC UK doing? 
 

We will be pulling together a full support programme for Members so that they can be ready for this. 
The work will include Guidance Papers Webinars and FAQ’s. 

 
GOVERNMENT CUTS TOURISM FUNDING 
 
VisitBritain have confirmed that they have seen their GREAT programme funding for this financial 
year slashed by 41%, down to just £10.57m. 

 
Patricia Yates, CEO of VisitBritain, has said they are still working through the exact implications of this 
huge reduction, but it will of course be significant. The likelihood is that this the impact of the recently 
launched and widely heralded “Starring GREAT Britain” international campaign will be massively 
negatively impacted, and that VB will have to “pull campaign activity out of some of our largest and 
most valuable visitor markets, will have less money to attract commercial sector funding and will need 
to reduce media spend.” 
 
This decision, taken by the Cabinet Office who hold the purse on GREAT funding, is exceptionally 
short-sighted and misguided. Given the Government’s tourism growth ambition, there could hardly 
be a shaper example of willing the ends not the means. 
 
We will be following this announcement up directly with the Cabinet Office and DCMS and it will 
undoubtedly be a focus of concern at the “Visitor Economy Engagement Forum” being hosted by 
DCMS in Birmingham next week. 
 
EPC CONSULTATION UPDATE 8 APRIL  
 
We have been working to gather evidence as to why the requirement to have self-catering/short-term 
lets/holiday homes to have EPCs and to either be at C level or spend at least £15,000 trying. 

 
Firstly, a disappointing letter from the Minister, once again saying that we must be treated equally to 
long term lets to stop people flipping from long term to short term, still no evidence from the 
Government to support this. There is though the first acceptance that there should be exemptions. 
We will be responding and will let you know how we get on. 
 

https://www.icaew.com/technical/tax/making-tax-digital/mtd-guidance/mtd-and-income-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-youre-eligible-for-making-tax-digital-for-income-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-youre-eligible-for-making-tax-digital-for-income-tax
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We have had further communications with the Department for Net Zero and have been asked to 
attend two further Webinars in addition to the Ministers Roundtables. These are happening this week 
and will be covered by the PASC UK team. We will report back on this meetings post the Chairs return 
from leave. 
 

We have also received a short report, that we are sharing here from the Energy Counsel. This is a 

very useful report which lays on out in cold factual terms why EPCs, as planned. Are not appropriate 
for our sector. 
 

Why Some Low-Carbon Heating Systems Are Not Ideal for Holiday Homes: 

Many energy-efficient heating systems, such as High Heat Retention Storage Heaters (HHRH), Air 
Source Heat Pumps (ASHP), and Infrared (IR) Heating, are designed for continuous occupancy 
rather than transient use. While these systems perform well in permanently occupied homes, they 
are often not suitable and impractical for holiday lets for the following reasons: 

• High Heat Retention Storage Heaters (HHRH) – Designed to store heat overnight and release it 
gradually throughout the day, which wastes energy if the property is unoccupied. Guests may 
also struggle with delayed heat response. 

• Air Source Heat Pumps (ASHP) – Most efficient when running continuously at a low 
temperature, which is impractical for a holiday let that needs fast heat-up times and may be 
empty for days or weeks. Guests may also find them slow to warm up.  

• Infrared (IR) Heating – Heats objects and surfaces rather than the air, meaning it takes longer 
to create a comfortable environment, especially in winter. Effectiveness depends on strategic 
placement, which may not align with how guests use the space. Not ideal for short stays 
where warmth is needed instantly. 

What Heating Works Best for Holiday Homes? 

For properties with transient occupancy, the best heating solutions are those that are most 
reactive and provide instant heat on demand - systems that offer fast warm-up times, guest-
friendly controls, and no unnecessary energy use during vacant periods:  

• Electric panel heaters – Provide instant heat on demand, with no wasted energy when the 
property is empty. 

• Smart electric radiators – More efficient than panel heaters, offering better heat distribution 
and programmable, occupancy sensing or via algorithms.  

• Condensing gas boilers – offering quick heat distribution and programmable, TRVs, Weather 
compensation and algorithmic controls  

The EPC, Current and Future Building Regulations Issues 

Despite being the most practical and cost-effective choice for holiday lets, electric panel heaters 
and direct electric heating receive poor SAP and EPC scores. Current regulations favour HHRHs and 
ASHPs, even though they are unsuitable for holiday homes. The Minimum Energy Efficiency 
Standards (MEES) is proposing EPC C in future and this could be very problematic.  
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✔ HHRHs and ASHPs perform much better in SAP assessments, leading to higher EPC ratings. 

✖ More responsive heating systems (panel heaters, smart electric radiators, condensing gas 
boilers) are penalized, even though they are the better option for short-term occupancy. 

This results in unfairly low EPC ratings for many holiday homes simply because the system is 
designed for full-time residences, not transient accommodation. 

1. EPC Methodology Is Designed for Full-Time Homes, not Holiday Lets 

• The EPC assessment is primarily designed for permanently occupied homes, where 
heating, insulation, and energy efficiency measures are optimized for continuous daily use. 
However, holiday homes have irregular occupancy patterns, meaning the EPC model does 
not always reflect real-world energy use. 

2. Heating System Penalties in EPC Calculations 

• The most practical heating for holiday homes (electric panel heaters, smart electric 
radiators) scores poorly because SAP 10 favours low-carbon heating systems like heat 
pumps and high heat retention storage heaters (HHRH). 

• However, HHRHs and ASHPs are not well-suited for holiday homes, as they rely on steady, 
continuous operation, making them inefficient for transient use. 

• Primary Energy Demand (which SAP 11 is expected to prioritize) penalizes HHRHs even 
more than panel heaters, as they require more total electricity due to storage losses. 

3. Insulation & Fabric Efficiency Challenges 

• Many holiday homes, especially older properties and those in conservation areas, face 
restrictions on insulation upgrades, double glazing, and external wall insulation, limiting 
EPC improvement options.  

• Limited space internally can restrict internal wall insulation and could impact the 
aesthetics and character of the holiday home, one of the main reasons customers are 
attracted to the short-term rental of these properties.  

• Even where insulation is improved, SAP assumes standard occupancy patterns, meaning 
savings from heating reductions during vacant periods are not reflected in the EPC score. 

4. Primary Energy Demand & Compliance Challenges 

SAP 10 EPCs are based on a mix of metrics (Carbon Emissions, Running Costs, and Primary 
Energy Demand), but SAP 11 is expected to rely primarily on Primary Energy Demand. This 
change could be even more problematic for holiday homes because: 

• Direct electric heating (panel heaters, smart radiators) has a high Primary Energy 
Demand, even though it offers better control and avoids wasted heat. 

• HHRHs perform significantly worse in Primary Energy Demand because they store heat 
in advance, leading to higher total electricity consumption. 

• Air source heat pumps perform better in SAP calculations but are not practical for 
intermittent heating needs. 

5. Limited Opportunities for Renewable Energy Solutions 
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• Solar Photovoltaics or thermal hot water can significantly improve an EPC rating, but many 
holiday homes, particularly those in listed buildings or conservation areas, face restrictions 
on installation. 

• Without on-site renewables, properties relying on electric heating struggle to reach Band C 
because SAP calculations still apply a high Primary Energy Factor to grid electricity. 

Conclusion 

Holiday homes face a structural disadvantage in EPC assessments because: 

1. Transient occupancy is not accounted for in SAP calculations. 

2. Current regulations favour HHRHs and ASHPs, even though they are unsuitable for holiday 
homes. For holiday homes, electric panel heaters or smart radiators or condensing gas 
boilers remain the most sensible heating solution due to their instant responsiveness, 
simple guest controls and zero wasted energy when unoccupied. 

3. Future regulations are likely to focus on primary energy demand, which could prove to be 
very challenging depending on the agreed methodology. 

4. Often limited options for insulation & fabric efficiency challenges without impacting 
character, aesthetics and habitable floor space. 

5. Limited Opportunities for Renewable Energy Solutions due to planning, conservation areas 
or other restrictions. 

EPCs will penalize holiday let properties for using the best practical heating option, making 
compliance a challenge. The Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES) is proposing EPC C 
in future and this is likely to be particularly challenging for holiday homes. This is an issue that 
may need future regulatory adjustments. 

 

We would welcome your feedback on the above, please email any comments you have to 
support@pascuk.co.uk stating EPCs in the Subject line. Thanks 
 
We will continue to gather more evidence and have been contacting and lobbying MPs and MSs 
extensively. We have asked our agency Members to also ask their owners to take part too, providing 
them with unbranded guidance notes on responding. 
 
The two things that you must do if you can, is to take part in the Survey, two minutes, and respond to 
the Consultation, using the Guidance that we detail below, this takes around 5 minutes to 30 minutes, 
depending on how much you want to change it to properly reflect the challenges that it will bring to 
your business.  
 
PLEASE TAKE PART IN THE EPC BUSINESS IMPACT SURVEY IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO. IF YOU 
HAVE MULTIPLE PROPERTIES THAT WILL BE AFFECTED DIFFERENTLY, THEN FILL IN ONE FOR EACH. 
 
Take part here: EPC Impact Survey 
 
How to respond to the EPC Consultation 2 Deadline for responding 2 May 
 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WKW3SH
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We have prepared Guidance Notes to aid owners responding to the consultation and this will be placed 
on the website later today, you will be able to find it here: EPC 2 Response Guidance 
 
This paper will help you steer through responding to the questions, and where to send your responses 
to. You will be pleased to read that there are substantially fewer questions in this EPC Consultation than 
the last.  
 
We will be encouraging as many of our colleagues in other associations to take part in responding to 
this consultation. 
 
We are expecting the next dates for further Roundtables with the Minister and will report back on those 
as they occur.  
 
 Our key points are as follows: 
 

• Our main objective is that self-catering should still be exempted 
 
If that cannot be achieved then …. 
 

• The £15k cost cap is too high for our sector 

• The timescales of implementation by 1st January 2028 are too short 

• There should be exemptions for certain kinds of properties – 70% of which are over 100 years 
old, there is a wide list that should not be included 

• Any “pre spend” on approved measures since 2020 should be included  

• Our sector we should be included in the “payback exemption” – which is that we do not have to 
undertake any particular piece of work if it has longer than a 7-year payback if you are a 
commercial property. 

 
Please do take part in responding, and if as you consider the impacts on this intervention upon your 
business, let us know if you have any suggestions or comments. 
 
Please send them to support@pascuk.co.uk and put ‘EPC 2’ in the Subject line. Thanks. 

IN PERSON PASC UK MEETINGS ‘HOLD THE DATES’ 8 April 2025 

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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We have finally managed to find the time to start planning and getting the dates for the in-person 
Members meetings around England and Wales. Below you can see the first tranche of dates, and we 
will be filling in the detail asap.  
 
We will shortly be providing a revised date for the Norfolk Members meeting as the original date 
clashes with the Royal Norfolk Show. 

 

• 23 April. South Devon:  Holne Park, TQ13 7NP – https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408  

• 24 April. Cornwall, Truro: The Alverton Hotel –https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1650208 

• 30 April. North Devon: Tawstock Court, EX31 3HY https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653385 

• 7 May. Wales – Booking Link to be provided in next week’s newsletter 

• 8 May. Wales – Booking Link to be provided in next week’s newsletter 

• 26 June Norfolk – we will shortly provide a rescheduled date for Norfolk  

• 9 July. Keswick, Cumbria 

• 10 July. Alnwick, Northumberland 

• 18 September. Southeast England 

• 30/31 October Vacation Rentals World Summit, Rome 

• 19 November Tourism Alliance Conference 
 
Happy to get suggestions for venues, these will be firmed up over the next couple of weeks and 
Tickets Sales opened for each. 
 
We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea coffee and biscuits and 
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome. 
  
If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the 
subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”. 
  

PASC UK WEBINAR AND MEETINGS PROGRAME FOR APRIL & MAY 2025 
 
A new Programme will be announced as soon as we are back from leave. 
 

We will shortly be announcing further webinars and meetings for the April & May programme. These 
will include the following: 
 

• New Govt Policy updates, including EPC’s 

• 182 Campaign updates 

• Buying Club Update, lots of great new offers 

• Selling add-on services at your business 

• Fire Update (Open plan Guidance) 

• Sustainability and our sector  

• And more….. 
 

Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
  

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:  

https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1650208
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653385
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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• 23 April South Devon Members Meetings, Holne Park https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408 

• 24 April Cornwall Members Meeting, Truro - https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1650208 

• 30 April North Devon Members Meeting, Tawstock Court https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653385 

• 7 May Wales Members Meeting – Booking links to be provided next week 

• 8 May Wales Members Meeting – Booking links to be provided next week 

• 14 May Senedd Reception sponsored by PASC UK Cymru 

• 21 May Tourism Alliance AGM 

• 11/12 June PASC UK Agency Conference, Cotswolds 

• 26 June Norfolk 

• 9 July. Keswick, Cumbria 

• 10 July. Alnwick, Northumberland 

• 18 September. Southeast England 
 

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  

• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  

• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  

• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653408
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1650208
https://buytickets.at/pascuk/1653385
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks  
 
 

 

 


