PASC REVIE

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru %" Wales Branch

PASC UK WALES NEWSLETTER
03 July 2025

Today’s update includes:

e Commentary

e  Welsh Labour Party Conference, Llandudno
e Tourism Levy update

e Update on EPCs

e The Great British Holiday Poster Site Update
e Welsh Revenue Authority survey: National Registration and Visitor Levy
¢ Inthe media

e  What we need from you this week?

e Dates for the Diary

e  Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK Cymru
e Disclaimer

COMMENTARY

Thank you to all those you responded to the Package Travel Consultation this week. We are very
much in favour of the changes as this would enable us to offer ‘packages’ within our local area.
You can view the PASC UK response here:

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation responses/

As you read this newsletter the PASC UK team will be together in PASC HQ in Devon. The team are
incredibly active and we have so many work streams, so this time is invaluable to ensure we are
working efficiently and productively, while still keeping ahead of everything.

You can read more below about the Labour Party Conference in Llandudno this weekend, where
we were able to secure some excellent meetings, both at the conference and to follow.

More activity on the Wales Tourism Levy this week as the latest set of proposed amendments
were debated in the Senedd (Stage 3). Not directly related but timely, PASC UK Cymru, were
approached for comment on the proposed Tourism Tax as you will see in the Telegraph article
entitled “Welsh Councils reject Labour Foolish Tourism Tax”
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/welsh-councils-reject-labour-foolish-tourism-tax/. More
detail in the section below.



https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/welsh-councils-reject-labour-foolish-tourism-tax/

Further afield, the PASC UK team hosted the Shadow Secretary of State for Culture, Media and
Sport, Rt Hon Stuart Andrew MP, in Devon and Cornwall. It was a packed agenda where our
Tourism and Hospitality businesses were able to share first-hand how they are being pushed to
the brink under the weight of multiple policy decisions. There is no better way than for
stakeholders to meet the business owners and operators so we are looking at how we can do
something similar here in Wales. You can read more about this in the General Newsletter.

That’s all for this week and hope bookings are flooding in for you.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

UPDATE FROM THE LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE IN WALES

Nicky Williamson, the PASC UK Director for Wales attended the Welsh Labour Party Conference in
Llandudno this weekend, making the most of the opportunity to raise our sector’s concerns with
politicians from across the party.

Nicky Williamson from PASC UK with First Minister Eluned Morgan and Business Secretary Mark Drakeford

The conference featured keynote speeches from senior Senedd and Westminster figures, including
Sir Keir Starmer, alongside a packed schedule of fringe sessions and panel discussions. We were
pleased to be invited to contribute to a Business Q&A roundtable chaired by Rebecca Evans MS,
with a panel comprising Julie James MS, Ken Skates MS and Torsten Bell MP. During the session,
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we called for a clear, long-term strategy to support the visitor economy which is vital to sustaining
our rural and coastal communities and maintaining footfall on high streets across Wales.

We were also able to secure several follow-up meetlngs including with the Rt Hon Jonathan
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Reynolds, Secretary of State for Business and Trade Rt Hon Jo Stevens Secretary of State for
Wales; and First Minister Eluned Morgan.

We had the opportunity to briefly catch up with Rt Hon Mark Drakeford MS ahead of our next
scheduled meeting, as well as Rebecca Evans MS, whom we’ll be meeting again in the coming
weeks.

Thank you particularly to Becky Gittins MS, Ken Skates MS and Carolyn Thomas MS for their time
and thoughtful conversations. Their willingness to listen and engage meaningfully with the issues
facing small tourism businesses in Wales is genuinely appreciated.

These discussions are essential in building shared understanding and informing better, more
practical policy development.

TOURISM LEVY UPDATE

The Stage 3 debate on the Tourism Levy Bill took place in the Senedd this week. A range of
amendments were proposed by members from all parties. There were few material changes. The
majority of significant amendments were voted against and in the main it was only minor
adjustments which were approved.

Amendments which were called for and rejected included:
- Exemptions — for carers, armed forces and for Welsh residents (rejected)
- Removal of the ability to charge a premium and the application of a cap (rejected)

- Achange to a percentage rather than a fixed fee (rejected)

However the inclusion of a post implementation review within 5 years was agreed



A couple of points of note included Mark Drakeford speaking on the lower rate - ‘We have a lower
rate not because of families, but because the lower rate reflects the fact that some
accommodation has an element of sharing with other people. It applies to areas for camping or
stays in accommodation where shared accommodation is part of the deal, and therefore we apply
a lower rate to it.’

We understand that children will be exempted in ‘low cost accommodation’ and while we still
assume this does not include self-catering - even though on a per person per night basis we are
still potentially cheaper in the low season (sometimes as low as £10 per person per night) —
however we have still not been able to gain clarity on this.

The next step will be for individual Local Authorities to decide whether they wish to introduce the
levy. Those who do will be required to carry out a 12-month consultation before implementation.
So far, a few councils have publicly said they won’t implement the levy, while most remain
undecided and from our conversations and discussions in the public arena most are stating they
don’t yet have enough information to make a decision. This talks to the amendment - which was
rejected — which called for a delay until after the registration scheme, to allow time for proper
consideration of its findings. This was rejected by Mark Drakeford, as it would be up to each Local
Authority to decide to wait or not.

An updated impact assessment is expected to accompany the final legislation, particularly as the
previous version predicted potential job losses and an overall net economic loss. We are also
awaiting further clarity on the financial model behind the levy, which was raised questions during
the last Tourism Levy meeting but has not yet been addressed.

With the Bill now approved by the Senedd, a final vote is scheduled for next week. It is expected to
receive Royal Assent in the autumn, giving councils the power to begin charging from 2027 at the
earliest.

The full debate can be viewed on Senedd TV: http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/e3e7b2d9-
2b33-4e64-a396-e4dadf9211fb?autostart=True (start at 03.06 minutes in).

Also on the topic of the Levy please find the Telegraph article mentioning PASC UK Cymru:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/welsh-councils-reject-labour-foolish-tourism-tax/ with
more media coverage in the ‘in the media’ section.

UPDATE ON EPCS 1 JULY

We have continued to push back as hard as we can on EPCs and had a really positive meeting with
DCMS yesterday. We were able to present the impact on the sector if this proposal goes through
as proposed. We also showed how different the world of long and short-term letting is, and the
likelihood of owners ‘flipping’ from long term to short terms if the EPC regime was different are
highly unlikely.

DCMS have agreed to have a meeting with the Department for NetZero to discuss the issues that
we raised.

In every meeting with every MP or MS from any party, this is a key agenda point, and most can see
that it is happening too far, too fast and too expensively for the sector, and will do serious harm.
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We have sent summary letters to all the Key Ministers that have some skin in the game, DCMS
(Tourism), MHCLG (Housing) and NetZero to keep the dialogue with them all moving, and pointing
out just how different the two sectors, long and short term are.

GREAT BRITISH HOLIDAY POSTER SITE

We have now had over 800 individual downloads of the “Great British Holiday” posters on the
website, and many of our Agency Members sharing them in properties that they represent as well.

You can take part here: https://greatbritishholiday.com

A huge thank you to all of those who took the time to provide feedback — version 2.0 is on its way!
This will include a Welsh language version, |/We variations, and we’re working on a facility for you
to upload your own image — so please watch this space. Any updates will be shared as we have
them!

Thank you also to those who have sent in photos of their posters in situ —we’ve shared a selection
below as inspiration for you to see where others Owners have displayed them — using them as the
cover for physical guidebooks, on the noticeboard with key information, or next to the ever
important Wi-Fi box to make sure guests see them — others have included them in their pre-
arrival, or departure email communications.



https://greatbritishholiday.com/

We welcome suggestions about how to improve this initiative or questions on it, thanks to those
that have already made suggestions, so please send those in with Posters in the Subject line to
support@pascuk.co.uk

Please send suggestions with ‘Posters’ in the Subject line and pictures in situ to
support@pascuk.co.uk (cc: Nicky@pascuk.co.uk)

You can choose and personalise your Posters here: https://greatbritishholiday.com/

HOW YOU CAN DO LONGER TERM SHORT TERM LETS (WINTER LETS

GUIDANCE NOTE ON
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We have covered this in more detail in the general newsletter, so please refer to this for more
information.

Thank you for the feedback you have sent through on this.

We promised a Members’ Meeting which will be held with the Solicitor who wrote the papers for
PASC Members, so you will be able to ask them questions directly. This will be held on 5t August
— details below.

We have also commissioned an additional paper, which will explain the process and will be
published ahead of the Members Meeting.

Here are the links shared previously for easy reference.

For Business clients https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/pasc-uk-legal-pack/

For Individuals https://www.pascuk.co.uk/account/pasc-uk-legal-pack/

WELSH REVENUE AUTHORITY SURVEY: NATIONAL REGISTRATION AND
VISITOR LEVY [REPEAT]

If you haven’t already, please ensure you have your say in the WRA (Welsh Revenue Agency)
survey.

The survey link is here: Visitor Accommodation survey, June 2025

The full details of the Bill can be found here: Visitor Accommodation (Register and Levy) Etc.

(Wales) Bill.
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The deadline is Friday, 18 July 2025.

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Complete the WRA survey — deadline 18 July.
https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/NR-VAP-june2025/

e Download your Great British Holiday ‘Thank You Poster’ and provide feedback and
suggestions.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA:

Telegraph article mentioning PASC UK Cymru: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/welsh-
councils-reject-labour-foolish-tourism-tax/

ITV Coverage on the Tourism Tax: https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2025-07-01/plans-to-
introduce-tourism-tax-in-wales-reach-crucial-stage-today

This was also discussed during the ITV News at 6: https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2025-07-
02/wales-at-six-should-wales-introduce-a-tourism-tax-for-visitors

Coverage of the WRA Registration Survey: https://businessnewswales.com/powys-holiday-let-
owners-urged-to-take-part-in-national-survey/

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT
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If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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