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COMMENTARY

The big news this week is that the Tourism Levy Bill has been passed in the Senedd Vote. This
gives councils the power to implement a levy, but the concerns raised by operators and the Welsh
Government’s own data remain unaddressed and resistance is building among Local Authorities

On a positive note Tourism and Hospitality were in the spotlight during a Westminster Hall debate,
with calls for a dedicated minister in Westminster, reduced VAT, and stronger support for small
businesses. See General newsletter for more information.

We were invited to participate in Finance Committee Scrutiny last month for the Welsh
Government’s Draft Budget 2026—27 and the first report has been published, more below.

PASC UK have also built on the successful MoU with the ASSC in Scotland and have now formalised
a partnership with ASAP. Together, we’re better equipped to tackle shared challenges and present
a united voice to policymakers.

A reminder that the WRA survey on the Visitor Levy is open until next week — please have your
say.



Also, look out for our upcoming guidance on the CMA’s pricing transparency rules, Sign up to PASC
UK Members Meeting on How to do Longer Term Lets (Winter Lets) and check out the new
SuperControl video if you need help with VO 6048 submissions.

Nicky will be on leave next week, with limited access to emails. If there is something urgent,
please mark as Urgent in the subject line. If you need an immediate response on something,
please text or call and | will jump on it.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

TOURISM LEVY UPDATE

Following the Stage 3 debate on the Tourism Levy Bill last week, this Tuesday the vote was passed
to give councils the choice to introduce the Tourism on overnight stays.

This is very disappointing, particularly given the amount of engagement with the sector who
continually advised that this was not a sensible move at the current time for Tourism in Wales.
Overnight stays are already down 29% since 2022 according to Welsh Government’s latest
statistics and the WG Tourism Levy impact assessment suggests 21% would reduce their stay or
not visit at all, with a further 21% who would cut back on spending during their visit.

This recent vote grants Local Authorities the power to introduce a tourism levy, but it is up to each
council to determine whether or not to implement it. As media coverage has shown, there is
resistance growing among Local Authorities. In our discussions, some have expressed strong
opposition—one even planning to promote itself as a “Levy-Free County” while few are welcoming
it as an alternative revenue streams for cash strapped councils. The most common concern we’re
hearing is the lack of clear information available to support an informed decision.

You can read the Welsh Government announcement here:
https://media.service.gov.wales/news/senedd-passes-legislation-to-support-the-future-of-
tourism-in-wales?

This BBC article highlights the polarised views on a Tourism Tax, particularly as it is not restricted
to Tourists but those visiting for any reason. It also shares the view of some of the Local
Authorities: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ci6195kgl11lo

BBC Breakfast Jim Jones CEO of North Wales Tourism was invited onto BBC Breakfast to discuss
why the industry opposes the Tourism Levy, not least as it is in addition to the 20% VAT rate which
visitors in the UK pay — compared to VAT which is normally less than 10% in European Countries
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1630696300928873
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Welsh Councils Break Ranks Over Tourism Tax

A piece in The Telegraph this week reported that several Welsh councils are now distancing

themselves from Labour’s proposed tourism tax, labelling the policy “foolish” and warning that it
could deter visitors and damage local economies.

The article quotes tourism leaders (our own Nicky Williamson and Skyes Cottages’ Ben Spier) and
local politicians expressing concern that the levy would penalise the very businesses that keep
rural areas alive. And they’re right. PASC UK has long argued that the levy is a poorly targeted
measure that misunderstands how fragile the rural visitor economy really is.

It’s encouraging to see resistance growing from within the local government sector itself. The levy
is still under active development, but this may mark a turning point in the debate.

FINANCE COMMITTEE — DRAFT BUDGET 2026/2027

The Finance Committee has published its Summary Engagement Report: Welsh Government Draft
Budget 2026-27.

The report summarises the representations made by participants regarding the Welsh
Government's spending priorities including during the stakeholder event which we attended at
The Management Centre, Bangor.

The next stage will include a debate in the Senedd on Wednesday 16 July, to discuss spending
priorities for 2026-27, based on the views heard during the engagement events and Mark

Drakeford MS, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Welsh Language, will respond to the debate.

The link to the agenda can be found here. However, timings are subject to change.

PASC UK SIGNS AN MoU WITH ASAP (Association of Serviced Apartment Providers)
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WORKING TOGETHER
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Last year we signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with our partners in Scotland, the
ASSC (Association of Scotland Self-Caterers). This has been really successful, with sharing of
knowledge and data, sharing Members papers, and the recent Roundtables in Edinburgh and
Westminster as an example. It’s becoming increasingly common that the CEO of the ASSC, Fiona
Campbell, and the PASC UK Chair Alistair Handyside, share platforms covering tax and regulatory
challenges as well as opportunities for the sector at industry conferences.

PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

PASC UK has also been working with James Foice, CEO and his team at ASAP and it was a natural
proregression, with so many shared challenges and opportunities that we should form a more
formal alliance, along the same lines as the MoU with the ASSC.

The three Trade Associations will meet regularly to see what assets and knowledge we can share
and what opportunities exist to work together to make stronger impacts on Governments.

Media coverage:

https://shorttermrentalz.com/uncategorised/asap-pasc-and-assc-strike-alliance/

https://www.hospitalityandcateringnews.com/2025/07/leading-uk-hospitality-and-
accommodation-trade-bodies-unite-over-shared-legislative-challenges/

https://servicedapartmentnews.com/news/industry/asap-pasc-assc/

FURTHER CONSULTATION ON DRIP PRICING FROM THE CMA

Yet more from the CMA on how we can display pricing. They have now produced detailed
guidance on what is and is not allowed and we can feedback into this by the 8t °f September.

We will get our own guidance notes published in this to help steer you through, so that you can
avoid any unintended pitfalls.

You can read the new Guidance here: https://connect.cma.gov.uk/consultation-on-price-
transparency-guidance
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SUPERCONTROL VIDEO TO AID FILLING IN VALUATION OFFICE VO 6048
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supercontrol =

Generating Your

VO 6048 Report

Form VO6048 is sent out by the Valuation Office Agency (VOA). They use
it to check the number of nights your holiday property was actually let
and how many nights it was available to let over the year. This
information helps make sure your business rates stay fair and accurate.

As a SuperControl user, this has never been easier. Follow the steps
below to generate your report.

LY

We have just received a link to a video that shows how you can download a report from
SuperControl to report your days let and days available, within any date range that you choose.

This makes the printing out of a booking and availability report for those of you that have
SuperControl a one-minute task, when faced with the daunting job of filling in VO6048s.

The video really is just a couple of minutes. Link is here: https://youtu.be/WKji5NwZCqo

WELSH REVENUE AUTHORITY SURVEY: NATIONAL REGISTRATION AND
VISITOR LEVY [CLOSES NEXT WEEK]



If you haven’t already, please ensure you have your say in the WRA (Welsh Revenue Agency)
survey.

The survey link is here: Visitor Accommodation survey, June 2025

The full details of the Bill can be found here: Visitor Accommodation (Register and Levy) Etc.

(Wales) Bill.
The deadline is Friday, 18 July 2025.

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e Complete the WRA survey — deadline 18 July.
https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/NR-VAP-june2025/

e Download your Great British Holiday ‘Thank You Poster’ and provide feedback and
suggestions.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

PASC UK MEMBERS MEETING ON HOW TO DO LONGER TERM LETS (WINTER LETS)
(Members Only, will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the Website)

1100 on 5 August 2025

(Note: There will be a separate Agency Members Meeting on this topic, on the 6 August at 1100,
details in Agency Newsletter).

This Meeting will explain the supporting papers that we have recently published to support both
longer term business lets, and longer term lets to individuals.

Our Solicitor that wrote the papers will be on hand to:
e Explain how to use the newly commissioned process paper, which will take you step by
step through the process and ensuring you are getting it right
e The differences between a Business Let and a Private Let
e (Qand A session.

To register for the Meeting, click here and we will send you a link, if over-subscribed, we will hold
another: https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zfYpT sKT1SsW7pE9-jkbw

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA:

Tourism Levy:

BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj6195kg11lo

Telegraph article mentioning PASC UK Cymru: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/welsh-
councils-reject-labour-foolish-tourism-tax/
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SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 -4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-
reports/
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DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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