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COMMENTARY

We have another full update this week.

It seems to be consultation season for Council Tax Premiums with Conwy launching a ‘blink and
you’ll miss it’ consultation with a deadline of 30 July!. Their proposal is to increase their Council
Tax Premiums to 200% so if you are in Conwy, please don’t miss the opportunity to have your say
on this and share it widely please.

The Pembrokeshire consultation is a little more realistic but no less important open until 31
August.

We've also got a very welcome nod from Rebecca Evans MS this week in the Senedd, who gave a
clear shoutout to the economic value of Tourism in Wales.



On the Levy front: the Bill’s passed, Royal Assent in September, so it’s game on for shaping how
the Register and Levy work in practice. That’s why we need as many of you as possible to do the
WRA survey (deadline tomorrow!).

We have also signed up to the UK Hospitality’s #TaxedOut campaign and finally a call for operators
who would be willing to talk to BBC Countryfile about the effects of the various interventions here
in Wales.

Kind regards
Nicky and the PASC team

PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS CONSULTATIONS — CONWY COUNCIL &
PEMBROKESHIRE COUNCIL

We would urge you to complete these consultations and share widely, particularly including your
housekeepers, gardeners and other trades as they will miss out if self-catering businesses close.

Please don’t miss the opportunity to share the dreadful impact of these Council Tax premiums.
There are limited opportunities to share free text but both have a free text box at the end.

The following points may be helpful in completing this free text box.

e 47% of genuine Holiday Let businesses are now unviable (unprofitable / making a loss) as a
result of Council Tax Premiums (PASC Survey 2025)

e Genuine FHL businesses are NOT second homes - two-thirds are within 10 miles of the owners
home and over half are next door (PASC survey 2025)

e Overnight visitor numbers have declined by 29% since 2022 (Welsh Govt latest statistics)

e there needs to be a clear distinction between second homes and genuine holiday let
businesses who contribute to the Conwy / Pembs economy

e The 182 day threshold is simply too high — genuine Welsh FHL businesses in rural areas of
Conwy / Pembs are struggling to meet the 182 day threshold

e Pemb reduced their CT premium from 200% to 150% as it was considered too high for genuine
businesses.

e QOver 90% of operators are ‘more stressed’ than before 182 was introduced (PASC Survey
Autumn 2024)

If you hear of any other Local Authorities launching similar consultations, please let us know.

Conwy Council Consultation (CT premiums increase to 200%)

Conwy Council are proposing increasing their Council Tax Premium on Second Homes to 200% (ie
you pay 300%) from next April. This would put them higher than any other Local Authority in
Wales.


mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

They have launched a ‘snap’ consultation which closes on 30 July, so you will need to act quickly.
As far as we can see only those currently paying the council tax premium have been informed and
the consultation notification is the last line on the letter, so very easily missed.

The council will be focussed on the need to bring in revenue - the damage caused to the local
businesses will not be their focus. We also know from the meeting last year where they discussed
CT premiums, that there was little or no mention of Tourism during their debate.

Completing the consultation:

You are asked

e what type of property — ie second home, empty home etc - there is an option for 'other' which
brings a text box where you can add text such as 'it is a genuine holiday let business NOT a
second home'

e how often you use your second home

e your view of the impact of the premiums on Tourism, Welsh Language & affordable housing.

The only place to add free text is right at the very end. This is your only opportunity to include
relevant points about your specific situation.

Click here to complete the Consultation: http://www.conwy.gov.uk/counciltax-premium
You will need to include your Postcode (Conwy postcodes are generally LL22-L1L32)

Pembrokeshire Council Consultation

Pembrokeshire Council have also launched a consultation on Council Tax Premiums. They haven’t
specified their proposal.

Their consultation is a less ‘covert’ that Conwy’s with a deadline of 31 August 2025. They also ask
for views on how they should use their powers of discretion, how monies raised should be spent
and what the threshold should be. When answering the threshold question, please consider that
what may be possible for some may still be impossible for others, for example in a very rural
location, with difficult access and a planning restriction on not letting over the winter.

You will remember last year Pembs reduced their Council Tax Premium (from 200% to 150%) and
their discussion was much more balanced with a recognition of the value of Tourism and a number
of councillors fighting the corner for Tourism ... as you would hope in a Local Authority with
around a third of all self-catering accommodation. That said it is still crucial that they understand
the negative impact of these Council Tax Premiums on genuine local Welsh Businesses.

Completing the consultation:
The only place to add free text is right at the very end. This is your only opportunity to include
relevant points about your specific situation.

https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say/Council-Tax-Premium-Consultation-2025
You will need to include your Pembrokeshire postcode (Pembs postcodes are SA61-SA73).
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SENEDD QUESTION TO REBECCA EVANS MS ON TOURISM

Janet Finch Saunders MS raised a question to Rebecca Evans MS on role of Tourism and Hospitality
in the UKs industrial strategy, commenting that the only ref is that hospitality may benefit from
growth in creative). She also highlighted the need for a positive sector plan.

Rebecca Evans response was encouraging... “Tourism industry is accounting for 11.8 per cent of
employment in Wales, and generating 5.1 per cent of Wales's GVA at £3.8 billion. So, why
wouldn't that be a priority?” She added that she is keen to reassure sectors that aren’t explicitly
mentioned (including Tourism) that they ‘absolutely still see them as a priority’.

Rebecca Evans is meeting with UK and devolved Government counterparts at an Inter-ministerial
Group for Tourism Meeting on 22July.

She also went on to mention that the First Minister wants to take a more strategic approach to the
rural economy and that they had a specific Cabinet meeting on the rural economy recently.

You can see the full exchange here: (Start at 32.37)
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/277ed51e-1c93-45df-9b3e-
e464d84bd0d9?startPos=1952&autostart=True

BBC COUNTRYFILE OPPORTUNITY

BBC Countryfile are looking to run a feature of the impacts of 182, Council Tax Premiums, Article 4
etc on housing in Wales and would like to film a number of operators, who are being affected.

As they are Countryfile they will want to include examples of farms who have been encouraged to
diversify but it is not limited to this.

Please contact me directly if you would be willing to take part.

TOURISM LEVY UPDATE

In light of last week’s Senedd decision, the Bill is now awaiting Royal Assent which is planned for
early September. This means the WRA are continuing with their preparation and planning for the
Registration scheme and collection of the Levy. This is why the WRA survey is so important as we
have our say in the design of how the systems will work for us. The survey closes tomorrow.
(More detail below).

See below various media articles:

This article in the Pembrokeshire Herald includes a response from PASC UK (Cymru):
https://pembrokeshire-herald.com/116785/pembrokeshire-senedd-members-slam-controversial-
tourism-tax-as-damaging-to-rural-economy/

STATUTORY LICENSING UPDATE
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NOTE: Clarification on Registration and Licensing.

The Visitor Registration Scheme is included in the Tourism Levy Bill, which has now passed and is
going forward for Royal Assent in September.

However, the ‘Safe & Legal’ measures we often refer to will be part of a separate Bill, currently in
development. This is being referred to as the ‘Licensing Bill’, and it is expected to go through the
Senedd in the Autumn.

PASC UK Cymru remains opposed to full Licensing, but we support a well-designed Statutory
Registration scheme — one that incorporates sensible safety and compliance measures, without
being overly burdensome for operators.

We did a full update on Statutory Licensing in the Wales Newsletter on 5™ June 2025

We will be producing a Guidance Note on our ‘asks’ for a Licensing Scheme Done Well. More on
this next week.

Please contact me directly on nicky@pascuk.co.uk with any comments and/or suggestions.

UK HOSPITALITY #TAXEDOUT CAMPAIGN

As fully paid-up Members of UK Hospitality, PASC UK we will be joining their Budget Campaign,
called #TaxedOut.

We all know the impact of National insurance, Minimum Wage and reduction in Business Rates
support has had on so many businesses in the visitor economy. We see pubs, restaurants, visitor
attractions, reducing days open and hours open, as they struggle to make ends meet.

UK Hospitality estimate that the sector has lost 69,000 jobs, since the Budget, in the equivalent
period the year before, the sector gained 18,000. Post announcing these numbers, the National
Trust announced it was cutting 550 jobs as a result of the

Budget. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clym8029nnvo

Why does this affect you, the reader? Without vibrant and diverse local visitor economies, pubs,
restaurants, visitor attractions and high streets with local shops, our offer, ‘the experience’, for
our guests is diminished. We have always said that we are part of a fragile eco-system and all
reliant on one another.

What are UK Hospitality calling for?

1. Lower business rates to revive our high streets.
2. Fix NICs to boost jobs.

3. Cut VAT for hospitality to drive investment.
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We will have more information for you next week on how you can play a part in this.

LAST CALL - WELSH REVENUE AUTHORITY SURVEY: NATIONAL
REGISTRATION AND VISITOR LEVY

This is the last opportunity to complete this survey which closes tomorrow (Friday 18" July). Just
to clarify this is anonymous and is not the start of the Register as we have read on some forums.

Thank you for your input, so far WRA have received 527 responses — 76% of those are from self-
catering accommodation providers, so we are leading the way on responses and they are happy

that they are certainly hearing from our sector. WRA have asked me to pass on their gratitude.

The WRA have shared the below for inclusion in this week’s newsletter.

Last call for your views to help us with developing our new national visitor
accommodation register

As the Visitor Accommodation Bill awaits Royal Assent in September, the Welsh
Revenue Authority are designing the system that will support both registration and the
visitor levy.

What does this mean for you?
Anyone providing visitor accommodation in Wales must join our national register. This
includes:

« all visitor accommodation providers in Wales, irrespective of whether a local
authority intends to implement a visitor levy in their area.

holiday lets and homestays (including Airbnb)

hotels, guesthouses and B&Bs

hostels and bunkhouses

campsites and pitches

caravans, chalets and lodges

short-term event accommodation, including single-night stays

How you can help
Please complete our short 13-question survey by Friday 18 July 2025. It's anonymous
and will take just a few minutes: Visitor Accommodation survey, June 2025

The full details of the Bill can be found here: Visitor Accommodation (Register and Levy) Etc.

(Wales) Bill.

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e  Conwy Council Tax Consultation Closes 30 July 2025 http://www.conwy.gov.uk/counciltax-
premium
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e  WRA survey (Last chance) — deadline 18 July. https://surveys.wra.gov.wales/s/NR-VAP-

june2025/

e Pembrokeshire Council Tax Consultation — Closes 31 August 2025
https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/have-your-say/Council-Tax-Premium-Consultation-2025

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

PASC UK MEMBERS MEETING ON HOW TO DO LONGER TERM LETS (WINTER LETS)
(Members Only, will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the Website)

1100 on 5 August 2025

(Note: There will be a separate Agency Members Meeting on this topic, on the 6 August at 1100,
details in Agency Newsletter).

This Meeting will explain the supporting papers that we have recently published to support both
longer term business lets, and longer term lets to individuals.

Our Solicitor that wrote the papers will be on hand to:
e Explain how to use the newly commissioned process paper, which will take you step by
step through the process and ensuring you are getting it right
e The differences between a Business Let and a Private Let
e Qand A session.

To register for the Meeting, click here and we will send you a link, if over-subscribed, we will hold
another: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zfYpT sKT1SsW7pE9-jkbw

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA:

Pembrokeshire Herald: Including a response from PASC UK (Cymru): https://pembrokeshire-
herald.com/116785/pembrokeshire-senedd-members-slam-controversial-tourism-tax-as-
damaging-to-rural-economy/

BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj6195kg11lo

Telegraph article mentioning PASC UK Cymru: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/welsh-
councils-reject-labour-foolish-tourism-tax/

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.
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You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

$#2 PASC

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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