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Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 

NEWSLETTER 
22 July 2025 Issue 272 

 
This week’s contents: 

• Commentary 
• PASC UK Office Closing 21 July to 1 August 
• PASC UK Political Roundup  
• NEW PASC UK Webinar/Meeting Programme for July 2025 
• New PASC UK Support Papers programme Updated 22 July 
• PASC UK on the Road and Important Meetings ahead 
• In-Person PASC UK Members meetings 
• Support Lobbying by Joining PASC UK   
• Disclaimer 

COMMENTARY  
 

We had some productive meetings in London last week, with Chris Webb, MP and chair of the All-
Party parliamentary Group (APPG), more on that below, and several sessions with DCMS (Department 
where Tourism resides) on Statutory Registration as further elements are released. We should have a 
clearer picture of that, as a recent announcement suggests testing will start in September. Our push 
back on it being a self-certification scheme, rather than uploading the key documents we should all 
have, continues.  
 

We have heard rumours that the result of the EPC Consultation is looming and are throwing 
everything at pushing back on that. We are hopeful that the responses that you all sent in, plus all the 
evidence of the huge impact that this will have on the sector and the wider visitor economy, will have 
been noted. 
 

As part of this work, we have been trying to myth bust the notion that long-term landlords will flip to 
short-term letting if we are exempted as a sector. There is no evidence to support this, and we have 
been sending ‘myth-busting’ letters to all relevant departments to show that a) there is no evidence 
of ‘flipping’ and b) that the short-term tax regime is far more punitive than the long-term letting 
regime.  
 
We also attended a Roundtable with the CMA, where we were able to discuss and ask questions 
about their revised Guidance on Drip Pricing and Fake Reviews. 
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Jim Cathcart, UK Hospitality & Alistair Handyside, PASC UK at CMA HQ, Canary Wharf. 
 
We have a little more clarity and have asked our legal team to update the paper that we will be 
publishing on this shortly, to explain how this may or may not affect the way that you display certain 
elements of pricing, deposits etc, and what the guidance says about fake reviews. 
 

Last week we mentioned that as fully paid-up Members of UK Hospitality we will be joining their 
Budget Campaign, called #TaxedOut. The Formal launch of PASC UK’s involvement will be next week. 
The impact of the recent Budget and policies on Hospitality is now being keenly felt across the 
country. Most obviously in business closures and reduced opening days/hours at pubs, restaurants 
and visitor attractions. The most up to date ONS figures show that hospitality has lost 84,000 jobs 
since the Budget. See here: https://www.ukhospitality.org.uk/hospitality-hit-hardest-by-job-losses/  
 

We should have the launch of V2.0 of the ‘Thank You’ Poster Site next week, allowing you to use your 
own photos, Welsh versions and singular versions. The numbers of posters being displayed across the 
sector is growing every week, many thanks for your support on this. 
 

We are close to announcing a summer series of Webinars to help steer Members through how to deal 
with the changes at the big OTAs, notably Airbnb, and how to take advantage of the way that direct 
bookings perform best for bookings made further into the future. Just coordinating dates with a list of 
experts to help deliver these webinars, so that you can better balance where your bookings come 
from. Plus, we want to cover sustainability and getting best value from membership. More next week, 
if we can tie down dates. 
 

We have had some good media coverage on both the 182 Threshold in Wales and EPCs over the last 
few days as we continue to try and demonstrate the plight of businesses affected by these measures. 
Both articles feature PASC UK Members, huge thanks to them. 
 
On 182: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/labours-endless-red-tape-killed-welsh-
holiday/ 
 

https://www.ukhospitality.org.uk/hospitality-hit-hardest-by-job-losses/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/labours-endless-red-tape-killed-welsh-holiday/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/labours-endless-red-tape-killed-welsh-holiday/
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On EPCs: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/net-zero/labour-net-zero-drive-force-sell-holiday-
cottage/ 
 

If any Members are also willing to speak to media, could be press, radio or TV please let us know by 
sending an email to support@pascuk.co.uk and put Media in the subject line, and a little about 
yourself and your business. Thanks. 
 

We have also created a video of the Shadow Minister Tour of South West England, this can be seen 
here: https://bit.ly/VideoofSWTour Once again, several PASC UK Members feature in this short video.  
 
A reminder that the Zoom meeting for Members on how to do longer term short term lets has now 
been called, 1100 on 5th August, details below. 
 
Finally, just a note to say that the Office will be closing for all but Emergencies from Monday 21 July to 
Friday 1 August. We have another huge backlog of both email and papers to catch up on. 
 

Best regards, 

Alistair and all the team at PASC UK 
 
PASC UK OFFICE CLOSING FROM 21 JULY TO 1 AUGUST 

We will be running an emergency support service for Members only during this period, as we try to 
catch up with a huge backlog of email, plus complete a variety of papers we want to release to you as 
soon as possible. Many thanks for your support. 

POLITICAL UPDATE 
 
Meeting with Chris Webb MP, Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Hospitality and Tourism 

 

Ben Edgar-Spier, Sykes Cottages, Alistair Handyside, PASC UK, Chris Webb, MP & Rick Wild, Travel Chapter. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/net-zero/labour-net-zero-drive-force-sell-holiday-cottage/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/net-zero/labour-net-zero-drive-force-sell-holiday-cottage/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://bit.ly/VideoofSWTour
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We had a very productive meeting with Chris Webb MP on Wednesday of last week. We were able to share with 
him the first draft of the PASC UK Form and Value Report, and to discuss how best to communicate with 
Government Departments about the number of Government Interventions into the self-catering sector. He was 
very helpful and will be writing in the first instance to the Tourism Minister, seeking a data first approach. 

We also had a very useful conversation about how to make more homes available through re-purposing buildings 
in rural and coastal communities, and some further work will follow from this.  

PASC UK in the News, Wales & EPCs Hit the Front Pages 

It’s been a long time coming, but this weekend PASC UK landed not one but two major features in The Telegraph, 
putting the challenges around 182-day rules in Wales and the looming threat of EPC regulations front and centre 
in the national conversation. Huge thanks to the members who stepped forward to tell their stories, it makes all 
the difference. 

The first article focuses on 182-day rules in Wales, profiling Ian Pattinson, a former Royal Navy captain who now 
finds himself in a very different kind of battle, trying to keep his Welsh cottages viable in the face of punitive tax 
rules. It paints a sobering picture of how these measures are destabilising rural tourism and punishing responsible 
operators. 

Read it here: 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/labours-endless-red-tape-killed-welsh-holiday/ 

The second piece looks at the implications of EPC regulation for holiday lets. With the government planning to 
enforce a minimum C rating by 2028, many owners face unaffordable retrofitting costs, particularly in older, 
heritage or rural properties. The article rightly points out the unfairness of dropping this on the sector with so 
little warning, while long-term landlords had years to prepare. 

Read it here: 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/net-zero/labour-net-zero-drive-force-sell-holiday-cottage/ 

Together, these articles help elevate the reality of what our sector is facing. We’re actively ensuring they reach 
the desks of officials at HM Treasury and DCMS, where these policies are being shaped. 

Wales Questions, Mims Davies Speaks Sense 

In the Commons this week, Shadow Secretary of State for Wales, Mims Davies, made a forthright intervention 
highlighting the impact that the Welsh Government’s tourism tax will have on the Welsh visitor economy. She 
challenged whether any serious assessment had been done to understand how many jobs could be lost as a 
result. 

She’s absolutely right to raise it. The so-called “visitor levy” is ill-thought-out, badly timed, and disconnected 
from the fragile realities of many Welsh tourism businesses. It risks compounding the damage already done by 
the 182-day rule. 

In response, Dame Nia Griffith defended the tax, pointing out that other destinations around the world apply 
visitor levies. But comparing rural Powys to Barcelona misses the point. Wales doesn’t have the volume, 
infrastructure or scale to absorb the impact in the same way. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/labours-endless-red-tape-killed-welsh-holiday/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/net-zero/labour-net-zero-drive-force-sell-holiday-cottage/
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English Mayoral Tourism Tax Blocked (For Now) 

A glimmer of good news, Angela Rayner’s push to introduce a tourism tax via England’s devolution framework 
has hit a wall at the Treasury. According to The Times, the idea has been blocked over concerns it would hurt 
local businesses. 

Read the article: 
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/angela-rayner-blocked-from-allowing-councils-to-tax-tourists-
5h2srwgg0 

We’ve reviewed the English Devolution Bill and can confirm there’s currently no provision for combined 
authorities or regional Mayors to introduce a tourism tax. That said, amendments can still be tabled, so our policy 
team is keeping a close eye on the Bill’s journey through Parliament. 

Statutory Registration, Updates Coming into View 

Rachel Blake MP last week asked when the full Government response to the short-term let registration 
consultation will be published. The answer? Testing of the system starts in September, with a full response to 
follow alongside secondary legislation. 

Council Enforcement, Lords Debate Practicalities 

A question from Lord Bailey this week asked whether councils will get more power to deal with short-term lets, 
including setting time limits for operator responses of just two weeks. Local Government Minister Baroness 
Taylor responded by re-committing to the national registration scheme and promising it will give councils better 
tools to manage concentrations of lets. 

The answer also flagged that Government continues to consider additional powers for local authorities.   

PASC UK WEBINAR AND MEETINGS PROGRAME FOR AUGUST 2025 
 
A new Programme for August and into the Autumn will be announced shortly. 
 
Previous webinars and meetings can be viewed on the PASC UK Website at: 
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/  Members only recordings are in the Members area.  
 
1/ PASC UK MEMBERS MEETING ON HOW TO DO LONGER TERM LETS (WINTER LETS) 
(Members Only, will be recorded and placed in the Members area of the Website) 
1100 on 5 August 2025 
 
(Note: There will be a separate Agency Members Meeting on this topic, on the 6 August at 1100, 
details in Agency Newsletter). 
 
This Meeting will explain the supporting papers that we have recently published to support both 
longer term business lets, and longer term lets to individuals. 
 
Our Solicitor that wrote the papers will be on hand to: 
 

https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/angela-rayner-blocked-from-allowing-councils-to-tax-tourists-5h2srwgg0
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/angela-rayner-blocked-from-allowing-councils-to-tax-tourists-5h2srwgg0
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
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• Explain how to use the newly commissioned process paper, which will take you step by step 
through the process and ensuring you are getting it right 

• The differences between a Business Let and a Private Let 
• Q and A session. 

 
To register for the Meeting, click here and we will send you a link, if over-subscribed, we will hold 
another: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zfYpT_sKT1SsW7pE9-jkbw 

NEW PASC UK SUPPORT PAPERS PROGRAMME Updated 22 July 

The first of these reports are ready for Download. Further updates on the remaining work in progress 
will follow. 

Newly Published Reports 

1/ The PASC UK Self-Catering Owner Survey 2025, is now complete and available on the Website. See 
info above on this. 

This paper can be download from here for Non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  
Or from here for Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/  

2/ An updated EV Charging Paper, with case study figures on costs and usage, remember EV Grant 
extended for one year. Please see the webinar on the 3rd of June at 1100, where you can find out more 
about Voltshare.  

This paper updates the previous version, bringing in updated costs and the new terms for applying for 
a Grant.  

This paper can be download from here for Non-Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/  
Or from here for Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/  

3/ T&Cs on EV Charging. This provides you with the add-on to include when using the PASC UK Terms 
and Conditions. There is also a logo to use to stop Granny charging. 

For Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/  

4/ Being Moved from Business Rates to Council Tax. This is an updated paper on what to do if you 
are moved from Business Rates to Council Tax  

For Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/  

5/ Renters Reform Bill Impacts. How longer-term short-term lets (Winter Lets) may still be possible. 
See detail on this above, plus upcoming Webinars. 

For Members: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/  

6/ Guidance on Responding to the Package Travel Directive (Closes 30 June). As per usual we have 
provided you with Guidance on responding to the Consultation, plus a draft copy of the PASC UK 
Consultation response. 

These can both be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/   

https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/member-reports/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/resources/consultation_responses/
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Work in Progress Reports and Papers and expected lead times 

7/ PASC UK Form and Value report 2025. This is due in June and requires more data from the Survey 
covered elsewhere in this Newsletter. It will be the most comprehensive reports that we have ever 
published for the sector and will help us lobby in Westminster and the Senedd and will give you 
valuable information to help run your business. Final checking underway Any day now…. 

8/ Impacts of Government Interventions on Self-catering in England and Wales. This report is 
primarily a Government facing document, to illustrate the combined cost impact of all the 20+ 
interventions over the last three years. This Report also needs data from the survey, as the costs of 
Fire Regs and FHL abolition are key to this work. Expected in August. 
 
9/ An Insurance Whitepaper. We have commenced work on an insurance Paper to help make sure 
that you are getting the right policy, asking the right questions of insurers and much more. Expected 
in August. 

10/ Renters Reform Process Paper. This is a support paper to help you navigate through the already 
published papers in a step-by-step fashion, to make it as easy as possible. This will be launched in 
conjunction with a Members Meeting with the Solicitor that wrote the papers. Expected in July and 
before Webinar. 

11/ Guidance on the new rules regarding display of pricing. This will help steer you through new 
rules from the CMA on what you can and cannot do when displaying prices. Expected August 

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND IMPORTANT MEETINGS AHEAD  
 
Over the coming weeks PASC UK will be present at the following events:  
 
• 30/31 October Vacation Rentals World Summit, Rome 
• 12/13 October, Premier Cottages Conference, Stafford 
• 11 November, Host Planet, Chester 
• 12/13 November Scale Manchester  
• 19 November Tourism Alliance Conference 

IN PERSON PASC UK MEMBER MEETINGS 22 July 2025 

We have now covered, the Cotswolds, Cornwall, Devon, North and SW Wales, the Lake District and 
Northumberland. There will now be a pause through the summer holidays, before we get back on the 
road in early Autumn.  
 
We have had an internal review of these meetings and will be making some changes to future ones, 
slight rescheduling, time wise, not trying to offer lunch, just a proper break for tea, coffee and cake to 
enable better networking. All suggestions welcome.  
 
Key targets for us to attend for the first time are: 
 

• Norfolk/Suffolk 
• Yorkshire 
• Southeast/Brighton 
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• Mid Wales 
 
Happy to get suggestions for venues, as we look to plan further events around England and Wales.  
 
We apply a nominal charge of £10 per person to cover venue hire, tea, coffee and biscuits and 
attendance is for Members only. All Members from all areas are welcome. 
  
If you have any questions or suggestions for changes to Members Meetings, please contact 
Livvy: support@pascuk.co.uk with the subject line “PASC UK Members Meeting”. 
 
SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK  
 
There is a huge amount of work and lobbying to do to help support you all in the self-catering sector. 
We don’t ask very often, however, if we are to fight on so many fronts, we simply need more funds. 
There are thousands of you that have had the benefit of this newsletter and the lobbying done on 
behalf of the sector.  
 
We are now asking that as many of you as possible join PASC UK. The fight is on so many fronts, and 
we get much better results when we engage proper legal advice and proper PR firms to assist with 
campaigns. Memberships to other organisations that provide common lobbying, information feeds 
and support also cost many thousands of pounds a year.  
 
Membership fees are as follows:  
 

• Single cottage £90 plus VAT  
• 2 – 4 Units £150 plus VAT  
• 5 – 10 Units £235 plus VAT  
• 11 + Units £335 plus VAT  

 
Members get telephone support and priority email support.  
 
You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit 
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/  
 
Wishing every one of you all the best. 
 
Best regards 
 
Alistair Handyside MBE 
Executive Chair 
The Professional Association of Self-Caterers UK 
www.pascuk.co.uk 
support@pascuk.co.uk 

 

mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/
http://www.pascuk.co.uk/
mailto:support@pascuk.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER 
 
The content of this newsletter does not constitute legal advice. PASC UK are not legally qualified and make no 
representation or warranty of any kind regarding the completeness, accuracy, adequacy, availability, validity, reliability 
and suitability of the information contained herein. Any reliance you place on such material is therefore strictly at your own 
risk and PASC UK will not be liable for any losses/damages you suffer as a result of your reliance. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, please respond saying ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. Thanks 
 


