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COMMENTARY

You have probably never been in a better position to have your say to influence policy on 2 of the
biggest threats to our sector in Wales — 182 and EPCs. We have provided the tools to make it easy
for you.

This is really your best chance to have your say... Please use it.

What tools?

- AniParl to ramp up our opposition to EPCs ‘ Let’s stop EPCs for our sector’ to share with your
MPs and MSes and

- Guidance notes for completion of the 182 Consultation.

We are nearing Royal Assent on the Tourism Levy Bill next week, so this will trigger the next stage
of activity for the Levy and the Statutory Registration Scheme — more details on this below.



It has been a big week in politics in Westminster this week. What impact this has on the journey
through Parliament for the final details of the Renters Reform Bill and the Employment Rights Bill
remains to be seen.

One significant change for us is the appointment of a new Tourism Minister in Westminster - Sir
Chris Bryant MP has been replaced by lan Murray MP and former Minister for Scotland. The PASC
UK team have worked with lan Murray this year, on the woes of Scottish Licensing and he is less
confrontational than Bryant and seems to take a common-sense approach. We will be working
hard to build a productive relationship with him.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lan _Murray (Scottish politician)

Don’t forget we have 2 on-line Members’ meetings set for 16 October and 18 November (details
below) and a further in-person meeting together with WRA set for 3™ & 4t December.

Alistair will be on leave from Wednesday 17 September to Friday 26 September. The rest of the
team will be available and the main office and member support will be open to Members as
normal (support@pascuk.co.uk).

Lastly, don’t forget to watch BBC Countryfile this Sunday 14t September. Thanks again for
everyone who volunteered to be a part of this.

Kind regards

Nicky and the PASC team
PASC UK — Wales Branch
nicky@pascuk.co.uk

LET’S STOP EPCS FOR OUR SECTOR

At all the PASC UK Members meetings, plus the PASC UK Agency Conference this year it was
agreed that the number one threat to the sector is EPCs and having to get to a level C by 2028 or
spend £15k trying.

Whilst we are getting some reasonably positive feedback on this from all the meetings we have
had with various Officials, we cannot believe anything until it is in writing.

We are therefore launching one of our iParl letters to try and give this a huge push just as all the
politicians get back to work. The ask is simple, do not include short-term lets in the new

EPC regime.

You will have seen previously our arguments against the inclusion of short-term lets and they are
reflected in the iParl.

A quick note for new Members and readers who may be unaware of the system:


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ian_Murray_(Scottish_politician)
mailto:nicky@pascuk.co.uk

An iParl is a simple method for enabling you to send a letter directly to their MP with

minimum effort. You put basic details in, name, address and postcode and already composed
letter appears, covering the subject. You can modify the suggested text as much as you like and
are encouraged to do so and then just press send.

We need as many of you as possible to support this and to share as widely as possible. This piece
of work will also help us get meetings with MPs, most importantly Labour ones. Many of our
agency Members are going live this week by promoting the links to their owners, so we are hoping
for a really good response.

There are two options. If you have an MP in Westminster (so all of you with a residential address
in England or Wales, it is NOT where the self-catering business resides) then send this one to
your MP:

https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCs

Additionally, there is also one if you are resident in Wales, you can also send this one to your MS
to send onward pressure to Westminster. Again, this is based on your residential address, not the
self-catering property address if different. Click here:
https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru

Please note: Everyone registered to vote at your address can take part in sending a letter to their
MP/Ms.

We hope very much that as many of you as possible will take part as we really try to ramp up
pressure against introducing EPCs to our sector.

WELSH GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON 182
PASC UK in the News, Wales 182-Day Rule Back in Spotlight

We were back in the headlines last week, with The Telegraph (among others) covering our response
to the Welsh Government’s latest consultation on the 182-day rule.

While ministers are finally admitting the policy is failing, their proposed tweaks - averaging lets
across three years, and counting charity bookings - are woefully inadequate.

As our press release made clear, these changes are simply tinkering at the edges. Welsh tourism has
already lost a quarter of its overnight visitors since the rule came in. Businesses are discounting
heavily just to scrape by, mental health pressures are rising, and communities are being destabilised.

The policy outcome is that while 60% are meeting the criteria that leaves 40% who are not. 40% of
Welsh Holiday let businesses who are failing — surely that cannot be considered a success by Welsh

Government.

We will continue to campaign for a meaningful reduction in the threshold from 182 to 105 days,
supporting family-run operators, and giving tourism the chance to recover.

Anything less is not reform, it’s window-dressing.


https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCs
https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru

Read The Telegraph coverage

Consultation Response Guidelines

Your consultation response is an

PASC UK CYMRU GUIDANCE opportunity to shape the direction of

ON RESPONDING TO the policy as a whole.
182 CONSULTATION The guidance notes therefore provide
SEPTEMBER 2025 you with the facts and data to
PASC strengthen your response to respond
www.pascuk.co.uk to the overall policy rather than
T T focusing solely on the three proposed
changes.

The guidelines are available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

Is the 182 day Policy working?

Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Welsh Language, Mark Drakeford suggests it is as “Most holiday
let owners are already meeting the new rules brought in from 2023, with 60% of properties
meeting the letting criteria”.

Is it therefore considered success that 40% of Welsh holiday let businesses have been unable to
meet this arbitrary threshold and a policy which has yet to demonstrate it delivers the policy’s
intended outcomes.

Where this VOA data also falls short in that it only shows pure numbers and includes those who
leave Business Rates for any reason, not simply because they did not meet the 182 day threshold
as is implied from this statement.

The detail of the Consultation [Repeat]:
The consultation on 182 looks at 2 potential changes:

o Allowing holiday let owners to use an average of 182 days let over several years. This means
those who narrowly miss 182 days letting in the latest year would remain on non-domestic
rates if they had achieved it on average over two or three previous years.

o Allowing up to 14 days of free holidays donated to charity to count towards the 182-day
target.

The consultation also asks whether councils should consider giving businesses more time to adjust,
such as a 12-month grace period before they may have to pay higher council tax rates when they
move from non-domestic to domestic classification.


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/wales-poised-row-back-holiday-let-reforms/
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

The consultation is open until 20 November.

Here is a link to the consultation: https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-
classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html

And to the announcement: https://media.service.gov.wales/news/consultation-launched-to-give-
holiday-lets-more-flexibility

TOURISM LEVY & STATUTORY REGISTRATION UPDATE

We are expecting Royal Assent to be granted next week. This will trigger the next stage of activity.
This includes the official handover from Welsh Treasury to the WRA (Welsh Revenue Agency). As
you know we have been working closely with WRA to try to ensure the Registration Scheme is the
best it can be and this will continue.

This also triggers potential consultation by Local Authorities on whether will adopt the levy.

[This Bill does not cover ‘Licensing’. We are expecting the Licensing Bill to be passed through the
Senedd this Autumn and are also working closely with the Licensing Team.]

TOURISM LEVY

Following Royal Assent the Local Authorities are now required to consult on the adoption of the
Levy if they are to consider adopting the Levy at the earliest opportunity (2027).

The Local Authorities have five options for their councillors to consider:
e Not to implement the levy.

e Minded not to implement the levy, but undertake an engagement exercise with the residents,
businesses and tourism stakeholders of Powys to gather evidence and views on this decision.

e |Implement the levy and use the income to support general council services when the work
impacts on visitors, this means — street cleaning, public toilets, parking, waste/recycling
services, rights of way maintenance and public transport.

e |Implement the levy and use the income for more tourism specific infrastructure, visitor
marketing, visitor information and site-based interpretation, tourism development projects.

e A mixture of options three and four.

We anticipate about a quarter of Welsh Local Authorities to go to this next stage of consultation,
but this is not official.

This week Powys have confirmed that they will take this next stage stating that “Officer advice is
that option two offers a proportionate and financially prudent approach, allowing the council to
engage with stakeholders and gather evidence before committing to a course of action.”
Highlighting that the visitor levy presents both opportunities and risks for the council.


https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html
https://www.gov.wales/consultation-proposed-refinements-classification-self-catering-properties-local-tax-purposes-html
https://media.service.gov.wales/news/consultation-launched-to-give-holiday-lets-more-flexibility
https://media.service.gov.wales/news/consultation-launched-to-give-holiday-lets-more-flexibility

Read the full story here: https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/business/2025/09/02/powys-
tourism-levy-options/

Industry Letter: PASC UK Cymru have had great support from our sector colleagues on the
Industry Letter which asks that ‘the Welsh Government stops the ongoing implementation of the
visitor levy until a thorough review is made on the impact and cost of what we believe is a
severely damaging measure for the economy of Wales.” and outlines our concerns — see below:
The original impact assessment fails to account for the situation that now applies, including:

e The widely reported downturn in visitor numbers to Wales (including WG’s own statistics of
29% decline in visitor numbers since 2022)

e |t assumed that all local authorities would implement the levy, which is now unlikely

e The whole basis of the impact assessment was a highly imprecise estimate of the number of
accommodation providers (16,000 to 55,000)

e The full administrative costs of implementing the levy were not accounted for, including on-
going administrative costs for Local Authorities, admin cost of processing refunds and the
resultant reduction in revenue.

e |t did not take into account the extreme pressure that the hospitality industry is already under
from other recent legislative changes directly related to Tourism (e.g. 182, CT premiums) and
more broadly (e.g. NI, Minimum Wage, Utilities.)

STATUTORY REGISTRATION

Following Royal Assent, which is imminent, the focus will also shift to the Registration Scheme and
the Welsh Treasury will now officially handover the next stage to the WRA to administer.

As you know PASC UK Cymru continue to work very closely with the WRA to ensure the process is
the best it can be for all concerned.

The WRA'’s activity will also now ramp up as they further develop the prototypes of the system
and move into a testing and communication phase between now and the end of the year.

This will include 2 joint events between WRA and PASC UK Cymru on 3 & 4 December — most likely
1 north and 1 South. Please save this date and we will share more as the planning progresses.

FOLLOW PASC UK ON LINKED IN

Linked [

We have been slowly but surely boosting our presence on social media and LinkedIn is an

important part of that strategy.


https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/business/2025/09/02/powys-tourism-levy-options/
https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/business/2025/09/02/powys-tourism-levy-options/

Firstly, we know that a lot of our readers are on LinkedIn, and we also know that a lot of officials,
politicians and influencers are also on this platform. About three months ago we created a PASC
UK identity and this is @PASC UK

We hope that engaged readers of this Newsletter will also follow on LinkedIn, the likes and
comments are important, the more thumbs up and clapping emojis that comments get will be
noticed by the very people we are trying to educate and influence. So, for those of you that are
engaged and on LinkedIn, login and follow the following:

@PASC UK

@Alistair Handyside MBE
@Nicola Williamson (Tibbells)
@Alexander Walker MBE

CREATE YOUR OWN THANK YOU POSTER

We would like to thank you for choosing our business for your holiday. We really
appreciate it and will do all that we can to ensure that you have a great stay.

We would also like to thank you on behalf of all the other local businesses
that you will be enjoying whilst you are here, the local pubs, restaurants,

shops, visitor attractions and more....

Your spendis critical to the long-term survival of these businesses. Local spend on
its own is not sufficient to support them and they are reliant on guests like you to
sustain and grow our vibrant local visitor economies.

So, ahuge thank you from us all and we hope that you will continue to holiday in
England/Wales/Scotland and support the Great British Holiday.

Gour Nlaume,

Your Business Name



When we launched the successful thank you poster campaign, (well over 5,000 in cottages across
England and Wales already) we had several requests to be able to upload your own image into the
poster as opposed to selecting one from the website.

Well now you can! Just go to https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/posters and click on the Red
Button Saying CREATE YOUR OWN POSTER.
Or go direct to: https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/create-your-own-poster

The best images from your collection to select from are Landscape.

We are still working on the following:

llIII

° versions as well as the current “We” versions

e Welsh Language Versions
e And more......

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU THIS WEEK?

e ‘Let’s stop EPCs for our Sector’ iParl - https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru

e Welsh Government 182 day Consultation — Guidance notes are now available at
https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-reports/

e Media involvement — please contact us if you would be interested in being featured.

PASC UK ON THE ROAD AND DATES FOR THE DIARY:

e Wales Members meetings (on-line via Zoom):
e 16 October at 10.00 am. Register here:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/30CmB5u6Q-aC_kEr7golrQ
e 18 November at 1200 noon. Register here:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVa4oVIfPpag

e Sunday 14" September — BBC CountryFile feature on 182 day policy implications for Self-
Catering

e 3 &4 December, PASC / WRA Registration Roadshow — SAVE THE DATE - more details to
follow

e 20-23 September, Liberal Democrats Conference
e 28-30 September, Labour Party Conference


https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/posters
https://www.greatbritishholiday.org/create-your-own-poster
https://pascuk.eaction.online/EPCsWalesCymru
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/30CmB5u6Q-aC_kEr7golrQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0oekfV5LSDGVa4oVIfPpag

e 5/6 October, Conservative Conference
e 11 November, Host Planet, Chester

RECORDING OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Available here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/

IN THE MEDIA

182 Consultation:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/wales-poised-row-back-holiday-let-

reforms/

Tourism Levy:
Powys move to next stage of Levy Consultation:
https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/business/2025/09/02/powys-tourism-levy-options/

Repeated from last week:

BBC: https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvgvyxwzw?2lo

BBC Radio Wales ‘Drive Programme’: (Forward to 18.10):
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/live/bbc radio wales fm

Independent: https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/welsh-holiday-property-
lets-tax-rules-changes-b2816354.html

Property Investor: https://property-investor-
news.com/news/uk news/2025/08/28/consultation launched on welsh holiday lets rules.html

PASC UK Cymru were also featured on the BBC Wales Regional News

SUPPORT LOBBYING BY JOINING PASC UK

As we embark on 2025 with renewed energy, we have so much we would like to do. We can only
do this with the support of our memberships. So we would encourage as many non-members as
possible to join PASC UK... enjoy the member benefits and also contribute to activities we run.

You can join here, simple form, takes 2 mins, and you’ll get an invoice, payable by BACS or Credit
Card. Just click on this link to go to the joining page: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

Membership fees are as follows:
e Single cottage £90 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 2 —4 Units £150 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 5—10 Units £235 plus VAT from 1 January 2025
e 11 + Units £335 plus VAT from 1 January 2025


https://www.pascuk.co.uk/webinars/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/wales-poised-row-back-holiday-let-reforms/
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https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/welsh-holiday-property-lets-tax-rules-changes-b2816354.html
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https://www.pascuk.co.uk/join-pasc-uk/

WALES INFORMATION AND WHERE TO FIND IT

If you are affected by what is happening in Wales and do not get the direct Wales only
communications, please email Nicky Williamson at nicky@pascuk.co.uk and put Wales
Newsletter in the subject line and we will add you to the Wales Only circulation list.

Previous Wales Newsletters can all be found here: https://www.pascuk.co.uk/wales-182-days-

reports/

fﬁ PASC

www.pascuk.co.uk

Cangen Cymru 4§ Wales Branch

DISCLAIMER

Any suggestions that we make are merely that you should carefully consider your own business
policies, and if necessary, consult with your Professional Advisors. PASC is your lobbying
Association, not a legal service. Information is provided on a ‘to the best of our knowledge basis’.

In addition, please be very wary of some of the advice given on internet communities, blogs and
social media. There appear to be many of experts out there where our understanding is that there
are very few. To that end, any information you get from any source should be double checked. We
will always try and put the actual link to the information in the newsletters so that you can read
and assess yourselves.
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